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PREFACE. 


1:1  E  difcovery  of  a  new  hemifphere  by  Chrif^ 
topher  Columbus,  and  the  progrefs  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  conqueft  of  it,  have  been 
defervedly  the  theme  of  a  long  feries  of  hiftories  in . 
the  feveral  languages  of  Europe;  and  the  fubjedl  has 
been  recently  refumed  and  illuftrated  by  a  celebrated 
Writer  among  ourfelves. — It  is  not  therefore  my  in- 
tention fr»  1-rpnd  ttgciin  in  lo  bCciLciJi  a  trfick,  by  the 
recital  of  occurrences  of  which  few  can  be  ignorant, 
if  the  noblefl  exertions  of  the  human  mind,  produc- 
ing events  the  moft  lingular  and  important  in  the 
hiftory  of  the  world,  are  circumftances  deferving  ad- 
miration and  enquiry. 

My  attempt,  which  I  feel  to  be  fufficiently  ar- 
duous, is. 

To  prefent  the  Reader  with  an  hiftorical  account 
of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  fettlements  made 
by  our  own  nation  in  the  Weft  Indian  iflands ; — • 
To  explain   their  conftitutional  eftablifhments, 
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internal  governments,  and  the. political  fyilem  main- 
tained by  Great  Britain  towards  them  ; — 

To  defcribe  the  manners  and  difpoiitions  of  the 
prefent  inhabitants,  as  influenced  by  climate,  litua- 
tion,  and  other  local  can fes ;  comprehending  in  this 
part  of  my  book  an  account  of  the  African  flave- 
trade,  fome  obfervations  on  the  negro  charader  and 
genius,  and  reiiedions  on  the  fyilem  of  flavery  efta- 
.blifhed  in  our  colonies  -, — - 

To  furnifti  a  more  comprehenfive  account  than 
.has  hitherto  appeared  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Sugar 
Jflands  in  general,   and  of  their  rich  and  valuable 
ftaple  commodities,  fugar,  indigo,   coffee,  and  cot- 
ton, in  particular  ; — finally, 

To  difplaj  tlie  various  and  widely  extended 
branches  of  their  commerce  ;  pointing  out  the  rela- 
tions of  each  towards  the  other,  and  towards  the 
feveral  great  interefts,  the  manufa<ftures,  navigation, 
revenues,  and  lands  of  Great  Britain  : — 

These,  together  with  feveral  collateral  difquifl- 
tions,  are;  the  topicks  on  which  I  have  endeavoured 
to  colle6t,  and  convey  to  the  publick,  ufeful  and  ac- 
ceptable information.  Their  importance  will  not 
be  difputed,  and  1  have  only  to  lament  that  my  abi- 
lities are  not  more  equal  to  the  tafk  I  have  under- 
taken. 

I  But, 
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But,  before  I  proceed  to  inveftigations  merely 
political  and  commercial,  I  have  ventured  on  a  re- 
trofpedive  furvey  of  the  flate  and  condition  of  the 
Weft  Indian  iflands  vi^hen  firfi  difcovered  by  Co- 
lumbus ;  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  delineate  the 
moft  prominent  features  in  the  chara6ter  and  genius 

of  iKeir  aneii?nt  mkabitants,     I  wae  led   to  a  refearch. 

of  this  nature,  not  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  giving 
uniformity  to  my  work,  but  becaufe,  having  refided 
many  years  in  the  countries  of  which  I  write,   I 
preflime  to  think  that  I  am  fomewhat  better  quali- 
fied to  jiidge  of  the  influence  of  climate  and  Situa- 
tion j  on  the  difpoflticn,  temper,  and  intelleds  of 
their  inhabitants,  than  many  of  thofe  writers,  who, 
without   the  fame  advantage,   have  undertaken'  to 
compile  fyftems,  and  eftablifli  concluflons,  on  this 
fubjed.      I  conceive  that,  unlefs  an  author  has  had . 
the  benefit  of  adtual  experience  and  perfonal  obfer-- 
vation,  neither  genius  nor  induftry  can  at  all  times 
enable  him  to  guard  againfl  the  miftakes  and  mif-  - 
reprefentations  of  prejudiced,  ignorant,  or  interefted  i 
men  j  to  whofe  authority  he  fubmits,   merely  from  i 
the  want  of  advantages  which  thofe  who  have  pof- 
felTed  them  have  perverted.     He  is  liable  even  to  • 
be  raiiled  by  preceding  authors,  who  have  under- 
taken, , 
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taken,  on  no  better  foundation  than  himfelf,  to 
compile  hiftories  and  form  fyfliems  on  the  fame  fub- 
jed :  for  when  plaufible  theories  are  deduced,  with 
ingenuity  and  eloquence,  from  fads  confidently  af- 
ferted  ;  he  fufpeds  not,  or,  if  he  fufpeds,  is  cau- 
tious of  afferting,  that  the  foundation  itfelf  (as  it 
frequently  happens)  is  without  fupport  ;  that  no 
fuchfads  adually  exift,  or,  if  exiting,  are  acciden- 
tal and  local  peculiarities  only, — not  premifes  of 
fufficient  extent  and  importance  whereon  to  ground 
general  conclulions  and  fyftematical  combination. 

I  HAVE  been  induced  to  make  this  remark  from 
perufing  the  fpeculations  of  Monf.  Buffon  and  fome 
other  French  theorifts,  on  the  condition  and  cha- 
rader  of  the  Anierican  nations.  Whether  from  a 
defire  to  lelTen  the  ftrong  abhorrence  of  all  mankind 
at  the  cruelties  exercifed  by  the  Spaniards  in  the 
conqueft  of  the  New  World,  or  from  a  ftrange  affec- 
tation of  paradox  and  fingularity,  falfely  claiming  the 
honours  of  philofophy,  thofe  writers  have  ventured 
to  affert,  that  the  air  and  climate,  or  other  phyfical 
phenomena,  retard  the  growth  of  animated  nature  in 
the  New  Hemifphere,  and  prevent  the  natives  from 
attaining  to  that  perfedion  at  which  mankind  arrive 
in  the  other  quarters  of  the  globe.     NotvYithftand- 
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mg  tHe  variety  of  foil,  climate,  and  fealbns,  which 
prevail  in.  the  feveral  great  provinces  of  North  and 
South  America  ; — notv/ithftanding  that  the  aborigi- 
nal inhabitants  were  divided  into  a  great  many  diffe- 
rent tribes,  and  diixinguifhed  alfo  by  many  different 
languages  ;  it  is  pretended  that  all  thofe  various 
tribes  were  uniformly  inferior,  in  the  faculties  of 
the  mind  and  the  capacity  of  improvement,  to  the 
refi:  of  tlie  human  fpecies;  that  they  were  creaturca 
of  no  consideration  in  the  book  of  Nature; — denied 
the  refined  invigorating  fentiment  of  love,^"— and  not 
poffeffing  even  any  very  powerful  degree  of  animal  de- 
fire  towards  multiplying  their  fpecies.  The  author  of 
a  fyftem  entitled  '  Recherches  Philofophiqiies  fur  les 
Amzricains '  declares,  with  unexampled  arrogance, 
that  there  never  has  been  found,  throughout  the 
whole  extent  of  the  New  World,  a  finple  individual 
of  fuperior  fagacity  to  the  reft.  And  the  fcope  of 
his  treatife  is  to  demonftrate,  that  the  poor  favages 
were  actuated,  not  by  reafon,  but  by  a  fort  of  ani- 
mal inftin^t ;  that  Nature,  having  beflowed  on  the 
whole  fpecies  a  certain  fmall  degree  of  intelleft,  to 
which  they  all  individually  attain,  placed  an  infur- 
m-ountable  barrier  againft  their  further  progrefs  : — 
of  courfe,  that  they  are  not  (properly  fpeaking)  meii^ 
Vol.  I.  b  but 
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but  beings  of  a  fecondary  and  fubordinate  rank  in 
the  fcale  of  creation. 

Although  our  own  learned  Hii^oYmnfaJ  is  much 
too  enlightened  to  adopt,  in  their  fulieft  extent, 
thefe  opinions ; — which  cannot,  indeed,  be  read 
without  indignation; — yet  it  is  impoffible  to  deny, 
that  they  have  had  fome  degree  of  influence  in  the 
creneral  efiimate  which  he  has  framed  of  the  Ameri- 
can  character :  for  he  afcribes  to  all  the  natives  of 
the  New  World  many  of  thofe  imperfedions  on 
which  the  fyftem  in  queftion  is  founded;  and  re- 
peatedly afierts,  that  *'  the  qualities  belonging  to 
the  people  of  a/I  the  different  tribes  may  be  painted 
with  the  fame  features  f^J-"  With  this  bias  on 
his  pen,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  this  author  is  fome- 
times  chargeable  with  repugnancy  and  contradic- 
tion. Thus  we  are  told  that  "  the  Americans  are, 
in  an  amazing  degree,  ftrangers  to  the  firft  inftind: 
of  nature  (a  paflion  for  the  fex),  and,  in  every  part 
of  the  New  Worlds  treat  their  women  with  cold- 
nefs  and  indifference  (c).''  Yet  we  find  foon  after- 
wards, that,  "  in  fome  countries  of  the  New  World, 
the  women  are  valued  and    admired,  the   animal 

(a)  Dr.  Robcrtfon.  (b)  Hiftory  of  America,  Vol.  I.  p.  280  and  283. 

(c)  P.  292. 
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paffion  of  the  fexes  becomes  ardent,  and  the  difiblu- 
tion  of  their  manners  is  exceflive  (d).'''  It  is  elfe- 
where  obferved,  that  "  the  Americans  were  not 
only  averfe  to  toil,  but  incapable  of  it,  and  funk 
under  tafks  which  the  people  of  the  other  continent 
would  have  performed  with  eafe  j  and  it  is  added, 
that  *'  this  feeblenefs  of  conftitution  ijoas  univerfal^ 
and  may  be  cofijidered  as  charaBeriJtick  of  the 
fpecies  (e)-''  It  appears,  however,  in  a  fubfequent 
page,  that  "  wherever  the  Americans  have  been 
gradually  accuftomed  to  hard  labour,  their  confti- 
tutions  become  robufi:  enough  to  equal  any  effort 
of  the  natives  either  of  Africa  or  Europe  (fj^ 
Perfonal  debility,  therefore,  could  not  have  been 
the  peculiar  charadieriftick  of  the  American  fpecies  ; 
for  the  human  frame,  in  every  part  of  the  globe, 
acquires  ftrength  by  gradual  employment,  and  is 
comparatively  feeble  without  it. 

Again  :  Among  the  qualities  which  the  Hifto- 
rian  confiders  as  univerfally  predominant  in  the 
Americans,  he  afcribes  to  them,  in  a  remarkable 
degree,  a  hardnefs  of  heart  and  a  brutal  infenfibility 
to    the    fufferings    of  their    fellow  -creatures    (g), 

(d)  Hiftory  of  America,  Vol.  I.  p,  296.  (c)   P.  290. 

-       (/)  ?.  294.  (g)  P.  405. 
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"So  little  (he  obferves)  is  the  breail  of  a  favage 
fufceptible  of  thofe  fentiments  which  prompt  mea 
to  that  feeling  attention  which  mitigates  dillreis, 
in  fome  provinces  of  America  the  Spaniards  have 
found  it  neceffary  to  enforce  the  common  duties  of 
humanity  by  politive  laws  (h)^  Neither  is  this 
account  of  their  inHexibility  confined  to  the  fero- 
cious barbarian  of  the  northern  provinces,  or  to  the 
miferable  outcaft  of  Terra  del  Fuego.  The  author 
extends  his  defcription  to  ail  the  uncivilized  in- 
habitants of  the  Nev;^  Hemifphere.  It  conftitutes 
a  ftriking  feature  in  his  general  eftimate;  for  he 
eilablifhes  it  as  a  fixed  principle,  that  "  in  every 
part  of  the  deportment  of  man  in  his  favage  ftate, 
whether  towards  his  equals  of  the  human  fpecies, 
or  towards  the  animals  below  him,  we  recognize 
the  fame  charadter,  and  trace  the  operations  of  a 
mind  intent  on  it^  own  gratifications,  and  regulated 
by  its  own  caprice,  without  much  attention  or  fen- 
iibility  to  the  fentiments  and  feelings  of  the  beings 
around  him  (i)r 

Certainly  the  learned  Author,  while  employed 
in  this  reprefentation,  had  wholly  forgotten  the  ac- 
count which  he  had  before  given  of  the  firft  inter- 

(h)  Hiftory  of  America,  Vol.  I.  p.  406.  (l)  P.  407. 
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view  between  the  Spaniards  and  the  natives  of  Hif- 
paniola,  wlien  a  iliip  of  Columbus  was  wrecked  on 
that  iiland.  "  As  foon  (fays  the  Hillorian)  as  they 
heard  of  the  difafter,  they  crouded  to  the  fhore, 
with  their  prince  Guacanahari  at  their  head.  In- 
ftead  of  taking  advantage  of  the  diftrefs  in  which 
they  beheld  the  Spaniards,  to  attempt  any  thing  to 
their  detriment,  they  lamented  their  misfortune  w/V^ 
tears  of  Jin  cere  condolence.  Not  fatisfied  with  this 
unavailing  expreffion  of  their  fympathy,  they  put 
to  fea  a  vaft  number  of  canoes,  and,  under  the  di- 
redion  of  the  Spaniards,  affifted  in  faving  whatever 
could  be  got  out  of  the  wreck  ;  and  by  the  united 
labour  of  fo  many  hands,  almoft  every  thing  of 
value  was  carried  afhore.  Guacanahari  in  perfoil 
took  charge  of  the  goods,  and  prevented  the  multi- 
tude not  only  from  embezzling,  but  even  from  in* 
fpeding  too  curioufly  what  belonged  to  their  guefts. 
Next  niorning  this  prince  viiited  Columbus,  and 
endeavoured  to  confole  him  for  his  lofs  by  offering  all 
that  he  poffeffed  to  repair  it.^^ 

Thus  exceptions  prefent  themfelves  to  every  ge- 
neral conclufion,  until  we  are  burthened  with  their 
variety; — And  at  laft  we  end  juft  where  we  began; 
for  the  wonderful  uniformity  which  is  faid  to  have 
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-diftinguifhed  the  American  Indians,  appears  to  be 
as  little  founded  in  nature,  as  it  is  fupported  by 
analogy. 

Of  the  other  branches  of  my  work,  great  part, 
I  prefume  to  think,  will  be  new  to  many  of  my 
readers.  Ihave  not  met  with  any  book  that  evea^ 
pretends  to  furnifh  a  comprehenfive  and  fatisfa6lory 
account  of  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  our  national 
fettlements  in  the  tropical  parts  of  America.  The 
lyflem  of  agriculture  pradifed  in  the  Weft  Indies, 
is  almoft  as  much  unknown  to  the  people  of  Great 
Britain  as  that  of  Japan.  They  know,  indeed,  that 
fugar,  and  indigo,  and  coffee,  and  cotton,  are  raifed 
and  produced  there;  but  they  are  very  generally, 
and  to  a  furpriling  degree,  uninformed  concerning  the 
method  by  which  thofe  and  other  valuable  commo- 
dities are  cultivated  and  brought  to  perfedion.  So 
remarkable  indeed  is  the  want  of  information  in  this 
refped-,  even  among  perfons  of  the  moft  extenfive 
general  knowledge,  that  in  a  law  queftion  which 
came  by  appeal  from  one  of  the  Sugar  Iflands  a  few 
years  ago,  the  noble  and  learned  lord  who  prefided 
at  the  hearing,  thinking  it  neceffary  to  give  fome 
account  of  the  nature  of  rum  and  melaffes  (much 
being  ftated  in  the  pleadings  concerning  the  value 
5  of 
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of  thofe   coPximodities)  aiTured   his   auditors    with 
great  folemnity,   that   "  melaiTes  was   the  raw  and 
uiiconcoded   juice  extraded   from   the    cane,    and- 
from  v/hich  fugar  was  afterwards  made  by   boil- 
ing i'V^y' 

On  the  fubjeft  of  the  flave  trade,  and  its  conco- 
mitant circumftances,  fo  much  has  been  faid  of  late 
by  others,  that  it  may  be  fuppofed  there  remains 
but  little  to  be  added  by  me.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  my  account,  both  of  the  trade  and  the 
Situation  of  the  enflaved  negroes  in  the  Britifh  co- 
lonies, differs  very  effentially  from  the  reprefenta- 
tions  that  have  been  given,  not  only  in  a  great  va- 
riety of  pamphlets  and  other  publications,  but  alfo 
by  many  of  the  witneffes  that  were  examined  be- 
fore the  houfe  of  commons.  The  publick  muft 
judge  between  us,  and  I  fhould  be  in  no  pain  about 
the  refult,  if  the  characters  of  fome  of  thofe  perfons 
who  have  flood  forth  on  this  occafion  as  accufers 
of  the  refident  planters,  were  as  well  known  in 
Great  Britain,  as  they  are  in  the  Weft  Indies.  What 
I  have  written  on  thefe  fubjeds  has  at  leaft  this 
advantage,  that  great  part  of  my  obfervations  are 

(k)  I  give  this  anecdote  on  the  authority  of  a  Jamaica  gentleman  who  was 
jrefent  j  a  perfon  of  undoubted  veracity. 

founded 
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founded  on  perfonal  knowledge  and  actual  expe- 
rience :  and  with  regard  to  the  manners  and  difpo- 
fitions  of  the  native  Africans,  as  diftinguifhed  by 
national  habitSj  and  charaderiftick  features,  I  ven- 
ture to  think,  that  my  remarks  will  be  found  both 
new  and  interefting. 

After  all,  my  niil:  obje£t  has  been  truth,  not 
novelty.  I  have  endeavoured  to  colled;  ufeful 
knowledge  wherefoever  it  lay,  and  when  I  found 
books  that  could  fupply  what  I  fought,  I  have 
fometimes  been  content  to  adopt,  without  alteration, 
^hat  was  thus  furnifhtd  to  my  hands.  Thus,  ex- 
tracts and  paffages  from  former  writers  occupy 
fome  of  my  pages;  and  not  having  always  been 
careful  to  note  the  authorities  to  which  I  reforted^ 
I  find  it  now  too  late  to  afcertain  the  full  extent 
of  my  obligations  of  this  kind.  1  hey  may  be 
traced  moft:  frequently,  I  believe,  in  the  firft  and 
laft  parts  of  my  work :  In  the  firft,  becaufe,  when 
I  began  my  tafk,  I  had  lefs  confidence  in  my  owns 
refources  than  I  found  afterv/ards,  when  practice 
had  rendered  writing  familiar  to  me;  and  in  the 
laft,  becaufe,  when  my  labours  grew  near  to  a  cob- 
clufion,  I  became  weary,  and  was  glad  to  get  af- 
fiftance  wherefoever  it  offered. 

Tkom 
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From  li-vhig  rather  than  from  writteri  informa- 
tion, however,  have  I  generally  fought  affiftance, 
when  my  own  refources  have  proved  deficient;  and 
it  is  my  good  fortune  to  boaft  an  acquaintance  with 
men,  to  whom,  for  local  and  commercial  knowledge, 
our  ftatefmen  and  fenators  might  refort,  with  credit 
to  themfelves  and  advantage  to  the  publick.  On  this 
occafion,  neither  the  gratitude  which  I  owe  for  fa- 
vours beftowed,  nor  the  pride  which  I  feel  from  the 
honour  of  his  friendfhip,  will  allow  me  to  conceal 
the  name  of  Edward  Long,  Efquire,  the  author  of 
the  Jamaica  Hiflory,  to  whom  I  am  firfl:  and  prin- 
cipally indebted;  and  who,  with  the  liberality 
-which  always  accompanies  true  genius,  has  been  as 
careful  to  corred:  my  errors,  and  affiduous  to  fupply 
my  defeats,  as  if  his  own  well-earned  reputation 
had  depended  on  the  iffue. 

For  great  part  of  the  materials  which  compofe 
the  Hiftory  of  Grenada,  I  am  under  oblipations  to 
Thomas  Campbell,  Efquire,  formerly  fpeaker  of 
the  aflembly  of  that  ifland,  who,  through  means 
of  a  friend,  furnifhed  fuch  anfwcrs  to  queries  that 
I  fent  him,  as  encourage  me  to  prefent  that  portion 
of  my  work  to  the  publick  with  a  confidence  which 
1  dare  not  aflume  in  my  account  of  fomc  other  of 

Vol.  I.  c  ths 


xviii  PREFACE. 

the  illands.  Yet,  even  with  regard  to  mofl  of 
thefe,  I  have  no  caufe  to  complain  that  affiftance 
has  been  oftentimes  denied  me.  Concerning  Bar- 
badoes  and  Saint  Chriftopher's  in  particular,  I  have 
been  favoured  with  much  accurate  and  acceptable 
information,  by  John  Braithwaire  and  Alexander 
Douglas,  Efquires,  gentlemen  who  are  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  concerns  of  thofe  colonies; 
arid  the  polite  and  cheerful  readinefs  with  which 
they  fatisfied  my  enquiries,  entitle  them  to  this 
publick  teftimony  of  my  thanks. 

The  fame  tribute  is  moft  juflly  due  to  Benjamin 
Vkughan  and  George  Hibbert,  Efquires,  merchants 
of  London,  for  many  excellent  and  important  re- 
marks, and  much  valuable  matter  ;  which,  at  length, 
have  enabled  me  to  look  back  on  the  commercial 
diiquifitions  in  the  laft  book,  with  a  degree  of  fa- 
tisfadion  that  at  one  period  I  defpaired  of  obtain- 
ing ;  being  well  apprized  that  this  part  of  my  work 
-  will,  on  many  accounts,  be  moft  obnoxious  to  cri- 
ticifm.  That  it  is  now  rendered  free  from  mif- 
takes,  I  do  not  indeed  pretend.  In  all  refearches 
of  a  political  and  commercial  nature,  the  beft  au- 
thorities are  fometimes  fallible  ;  and  there  is  fre- 
'{^uently  much  difference  both  in  general  opinion 
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and  particular  computation  between  thofe  who  are 
equally  felicitous  for  the  difcovery  of  truth.  The 
fads,  however,  that  I  have  collefted  cannot  fail  to 
be  of  ufe,  whether  the  conclusions  I  have  drawn 
from  them  be  well  founded  or  not. 

I  MIGHT  here  clofe  this  introductory  difcourfe, 
and  leave  my  book  to  the  candour  of  my  readers; 
but  having  made  my  acknowledgments  to  thofe 
gentlemen  who  have  given  me  their  kind  afllftance 
in  the  compilation  of  it ;  and  feeling,  in  common 
with  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies,  • 
a  juft  fenfe  of  indignation  at  the  malignant  and 
•unmerited  afperfions  which  are  daily  and  hourly 
thrown  upon  the  planters,  for  fuppofed  improper 
and  inhuman  treatment  of  their  African  labourers ; 
I  fhould  ill  acquit  myfelf,  as  the  hiftorian  of  thofe 
colonies,  if  I  omitted  this  opportunity  of  givino- 
my  teftimony  to  the  fulnefs  of  their  gratitude, 
their  honeft  pride  and  lively  fenfibility,  at  behold- 
ing, in  a  Son  of  their  beloved  Sovereign,  the  gene-^ 
arous  affertor  of  their  rights,  and  the  ftrenuous  and 
able  defender  of  their  injured  eharaders,  and  in- 
fulted  honour!  The  condefcending  and  unfolicited 
interpofition  of  the  Duke  of  Clarence  on  this  oc- 
ealion,  is  the  more  valuable,  as,  happily  for  the 
c  2  planters. 
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planters,  it  is  founded  on  his  Royal  Highnefs's  per- 
fonal  obfervation  of  their  manners,  and  knowledge 
of  their  difpoiitions,  acquired  on  the  fpot.  Thus 
patronized  and  protedled,  while  they  treat  with 
lilent  fcorn  and  defer ved  contempt  the  bafe  efforts 
of  thofe  perfons  who,  vvdthout  the  lead  knowledge 
of  the  fubjedi:,  affail  them  with  obloquy  and  out- 
rage, they  find  a  dignified  fupport,  in  the  confci- 
oufnefs  of  their  own  innocence,  even  under  the 
mifguided  zeal  and  unfavourable  prepoffefTions  of 
better  men.  It  might  indeed  be  hoped,  for  the  in- 
terefls  of  truth  and  humanity,  \\\2Xfnch  men  would 
now  frankly  acknowledge  their  §rror,  and  Ingenu- 
oufly  own,  that  we  have  been  moft  cruelly  tra- 
duced, and  ignominiouily  treated;  or  if  this  be  too 
much  to  afk,  we  may  at  lealj  exped  that  gentlemen 
of  education  and  candour  will  no  longer  perfift  in 
affording  countenance  to  the  vulgar  prejudices  of 
^  the  envious  and  illiberal,  by  giving  currency  to 
fuggeftions  which  they  cannot  poffibly  know  to  he 
true,  and  which  we  knov/  to  be  falfe. 

London,  1793.^ 
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THE  fale  of  a  large  impreffion  of  this  Work,  in 
little  more  than  twelve  months,  having  induced 
the  Bookfeller  to  publifh  a  fecond  edition,  I  have 
availed  myfelf  of  the  opportunity  of  corre6ling  feveral 
errors  which  had  crept  into  the  firft ;  but  I  have  not 
found  it  neceffary  to  enlarge  my  Book  with  any  new 
matter  of  my  own,  worthy  of  mention.  The  only 
additions  of  importance  are  a  few  notes  and  illuftra- 
tions,  with  which  the  kindnefs  of  friends  has  enabled 
me  to  fapply  fome  of  my  deficiencies.  I  have  thought 
it  proper,  however,  in  that  part  of  the  Sixth  Book 
which  treats  of  the  commercial  fyftem,  to  infert  a  copy 
of  the  provilional  bill  prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons in  March  1782,  by  the  Right  Hon.  William 
Pitt,  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  for  the  purpofe  of 
reviving  the  beneficial  intercourfe  that  exifted  before 
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the  Inte  American  war,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Britifli  Sugar  Iflands.  This  bill,,  through  the  in- 
fl\ience  of  popular  prejudice  and  other  caufes,  was 
unfortunately  loft.  Had  it  paffed  into  a  law,  it  would 
probably"  have  faved  from  the  horrors  of  famine 
fifteen  thoufand  unoffending  Negroes,  who  miferably 
periflied  (in  Jamaica  alone)  from  the  fad  effedls  of  the 
fatal  reftri<Stive  fyftem  which  prevailed !  The  publica- 
tion of  this  bill,  therefore,  is  difcharging  a  debt  of 
jullice  to  the  Minifter  and  myfelf:  to  Mr.  Pitt,  be- 
caufe  it  proves  that  his  firft  ideas  on  this  queftion  were 
founded  on  principles  of  found  policy  and  humanity ; 
to  myfelf,  becaufe  it  gives  me  an  opportunity  of  fliew- 
ing  that  the  fentiments  which  I  have  exprefTed  on  the 
fame  fubje6t  are  juftified  by  his  high  authority. 

This  is  not  a  bufinefs  of  felfillinefs  or  fadlion  ;  nor 
(like  many  of  thofe  queflions  which  are  daily  moved 
in  Parliament  merely  to  agitate  and  perplex  govern- 
ment) can  it  be  difmiffed  by  a  vote.  It  will  come  for- 
ward again  and  again,  and  haunt  adminiftration  in  a 
thoufand  hideous  fliapes,  until  a  more  liberal  policy 
fhall  take  place ;  for  no  folly  can  pollibly  exceed  the 
notion  that  any  meafures  purfued  by  Great  Britain  will 
prevent  the  American  States  from  having, /o;;/^  time  or 
•other,  a  commercial  intercourfe  with  our  Weft  Indian 
territories  on  their  own  terms.  With  a  chain  of  coaft 
of  twenty  degrees  of  latitude,  poffeffing  the  fineft  har- 
bours for  the  purpofe  in  the  world,  all  lying  fo  near  to 
the  Sugar  Colonies,  and  the  track  to  Europe, — with  a 
6  country 
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country  abounding  in  every  thing  the  liiands  have 
occalion  for,  and  which  they  can  obtain  no  where 
elfe ; — all  thefe  circum{tances,  necelTarily  and  na- 
turally lead  to  a  commercial  intercoiirfs  between  our 
Iflands  and  the  United  States.  It  is  true,  we  may  ruin 
our  Sugar  Colonies,  and  ourfelves  alfo,  in  the  attempt  to 
prevent  it;  but  it  is  an  experiment  which  God  and  Na- 
ture have  marked  out  as  impoffible  to  fucceed.  The 
prefent  retraining  fyftem  is  forbidding  men  to  help 
each  other:  men  who,  by  their  neceflities,  their  climate- 
and  produdions,  are  ftanding  in  perpetual  need  of 
mutual  afliftance,  and  able  to  fapply  it. 

I  WRITE  with  the  freedom  of  Hiitory ; — for  it  is  the 
caufe  of  humanity  that  I  plead. — At  the  fame  time 
there  is  not  a  man  living  who  is  more  defirous  than 
myfelf  of  teftifying,  by  every  poffible  means,  the  fen- 
libility  and  afFeilion  which  are  due  to  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  for  that  paternal  folicitude  and  munificent 
interpofition,  in  favour  of  his  remotefl  fubje6ls,  to 
which  it  is  owing  that  the  Bread  Fruit,  and  other  va- 
luable produdtions  of  the  moft  diftant  regions,  now 
flourifli  in  the  Eritifli  Weft  Indies.  Thefe  are  indeed 
"  imperial  works,  and  worthy  kings."  After  feveral  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts,  the  introduction  of  the  Bread  Fruit. 
was  happily  accompliilied,  in  January  1793,  by  the  ar- 
rival at  St.  Vincent  of  his  Majefty's  fliip  Providence,  Gap- 
tain  WiLLiA?/[  Bligh,  and  the  Afliftant  brig.  Captain 
Nathaniel  Portlock,  from  the  South  Seas ;  having 
on  board  many  hundreds  of  thofe  trees,  and  a  vaft  num- 
ber 
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ber  of  other  choice  and  curious  plants,  in  a  very 
fiourifiiing  condition;  all  which  have  been  properly 
diftributed  through  the  iflands  of  St.  Vincent  and 
Jamaica,  and  already  afford  the  pleafing  profpecSi:  that 
his  Majefty's  goodneis  will  be  felt  to  the  moft  diftant 
period*.  The  cultivation  of  thefe  valuable  exoticks 
will,  without  doubt,  in  a  courfe  of  years,  lelTen  the 
dependence  of  the  Sugar  Iflands  on  North  America  for 
food  and  neceffaries ;  and  not  only  fupply  fubfiftence  for 
future  generations,  but  probably  furniili  frefh  incite- 
ments to  induftry,  new  improvements  in  the  arts,  and 
new  fubje6ts  of  commerce  ! 

The  Aflembly  of  Jamaica,  co-operating  with  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  his  Majefty,  have  lately  pur- 
chafed  the  magnificent  botanical  garden  of  Mr.  Eaftt, 
and  placed  it  on  the  publick  eftablifliment,  under  the 
care  of  Hcilful  gardeners,  one  of  whom  circumnavi- 

*    Extract  of  a  letter  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  from  tlie  Botanick  Gar- 
dener in  Jamaica;  dated  December  1793. 
"  All  the  trees  under  my  charge  are  thriving  with  the  greatefl:  luxuriance.  Some 
of  the  Bread  Fruit  are  upwards  of  eleven  feet  high,  with  kaves  thirty-fix  inches 
long;  and  my  fucccfs  in  cultivating  them  has  exceeded  my  moft  fanguine  expec- 
tations.    The  Cinnamon  Tree  is  become  very  common,  and   Riangoes  are  in 
fuch  plenty  as  to  be  planted  in  the  negro-grounds.     There  are  dfo  feveral  bear- 
ing trees  of  the  Jaack  or  baftard  bread-fruit,  which  is  exadly  the  fame  as  the 
Nanka  of  Timor.    We  have  one  Nutmeg  Plant,  which  is  rather  fickiy,  &c.  &c." 
f  On  the  death  of  Hinton  East,  Efq.  the  founder  of  the  botanick  garden,  it 
became  the  property  of  his  nephew,  Edward  Hyde  East,  Efq.  barrifter  at 
law,  and  member  of  parliament  for  Great  Eedwin,  who  with  great  generofity 
offered  it  to  the  Aflembly  of  Jamaica,  for  the  ufe  of  the  publick,  at  their  own 
■    price. 
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gated  the  globe  with  Captain  Bligh.  I  might  there- 
fore have  confiderably  enlarged  the  Hortus  Eajlenfis  an- 
nexed to  the  Firfl:  Volume  of  this  Work,  but  the  parti- 
culars did  not  come  to  my  hands  in  time.  However, 
that  the  lovers  of  natural  hiftory  may  not  be  wholly 
difappointed,  I  fhall  fubjoin  to  this  Preface  a  Catalogue 
of  the  more  rare  and  valuable  exoticks  which  now 
flourifli  in  Jamaica.  The  prefent  iaiproved  ftate  of 
botany  in  that  ifland  will  thus  be  feen  at  one  view. 

In    contemplating    this    difplay    of   induftry    and 
fcience,  and  offering  the  tribute  of  grateful  venera- 
tion to  that  Sovereign  under  whofe  royal  patronage 
and  bounty  io  many  valuable  produ6lions  have  been 
conveyed  in  a  growing  ftate  from  one  extremity  of  the 
world  to  the  other,  it  is  impoffible  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Britifh  Weft  Indies  can  forget  how  much 
alfo  is  due  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  the  Prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society ;  by  whofe  warm  and  unwearied  exertions 
the  fecond  voyage  to  the  South  Seas  was  determined 
on,  after  the  firft  had  proved  abortive.    Among  all  the 
labours  of  life,  if  there  is  one  purfuit  more  replete 
than  any  other  with  benevolence,  more  likely  to  add 
comforts  to  exifting  people,  and  even  to  augment  their 
numbers  by  augmenting  their  means  of  fubfiftence,  it 
is  certainly  that  of  fpreading  abroad  the  bounties  of 
creation,  by  tranfpbnting  from  one  part  of  the  globe 
to  another  fuch  natural  produdtions  as  are  likely  to 
prove  beneficial  to  the  interefts  of  humanity.     In  this 
generous  effort.  Sir  Joseph  Banks  has  employed  a 
confiderable  part  of  his  time,  attention,  and  fortune  ; 
Vol.  I.  d  and 
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and  the  fuccefs  which,  in  many  cafes,  has  crowned 
his  endeavours,  will  be  felt  in  the  enjoyments,  and 
rewarded  by  the  bleffings,  of  pofterity. 

On  the  whole,  the  introduction  of  the  Bread  Fruit 
and  other  plants  from  the  South  Sea  Iflands — the  mu- 
nificence difplayed  by  His  Majesty  in  caufing  the 
voyage  to  be  undertaken  by  which  it  was  finally  ac- 
complifhed — 'the  liberality  and  judgment  of  thofe  who 
advifed  it — and  the  care  and  attention  manifefted  by 
thofe  who  were  more  immediately  entrufted  with  the 
conduct  of  it,  are  circumftances  that  claim  a  dillin- 
guiflied  place,  and  conftitute  an  important  era  in  the 
Hiftory  of  the  Britifli  Weft  Indies  ! 

Having  faid  thus  much  in  honour  of  my  country- 
men, it  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that  the  French  na- 
tion (whilft  a  government  exifted  among  them)  began 
to  manifeft  a  noble  fpirit  of  emulation  in  the  fame  li- 
beral purfuit.  It  is  to  the  induftry  of  the  French  that 
Jamaica  (as  will  be  feen  in  the  Hiftory  of  that  Ifland) 
owes  the  Cinnamon,  the  Mango,  and  fome  other  de- 
licious Spices  and  Fruits.  Among  other  branches  of 
the  vegetable  kingdom,  introduced  by  them  into  their 
Weft  Indian  poffeffions,  they  reckoned  three  different 
fpecies  of  the  Sugar  Cane,  all  of  which  were  previoufly 
unknown  to  the  planters  and  inhabitants.  I  have,  in 
a  note  to  page  204  of  the  fecond  volume  of  this  edition, 
obferved,  that  Sir  Joseph  Banks  had  fatisfied  me  that 
fuch  varieties  did  exift ;  but  I  Was  not  then  apprized 
that  their  cultivation  had  been  fuccefsfully  attempted 
,  in  any  of  our  own  Ill?jids.  By  the  kindnefs  of  Ad- 
miral 
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rniral  Sir  John  Laforey,  Baronet,  I  am  now  enabled 
to  gratify  my  readers  with  fuch  full  and  authentick  in- 
formation on  this  fubje6l,  as  cannot  fail  to  be  highly 
acceptable  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  Weft  Indies. 

Thefe  Canes  were  originally  introduced  into  Mar- 
tinico;  and  it  was  a  fortunate  circumftance  that  the 
diftinguifhed  officer  whom  I  have  named  commanded 
about  that  time  on  the  naval  ftation  at  Antigua. 
It  was  equally  fortunate  that,  with  a  love  of  natural 
knowledge,  he  pofTeffed  plantations  in  the  Ifland  laft- 
mentioned;  for  it  is  extremely  probable,  from  the 
difturbances  and  diftraitions  which  have  prevailed 
ever  fince  in  every  one  of  the  French  Colonies,  that 
there  would  not  at  this  time  have  been  found  a  trace 
of  thefe  plants  in  any  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  if  Sir 
John  Lafokey  had  not  perfonally  attended  to  their 
prefervation.  With  the  account  v^^hich  his  politenefs 
has  enabled  me  to  prefent  to  the  Publick,  I  Ihall  con- 
clude this  Introdudory  Difcourfe. 

Remarks  o»  /-^^  East  India  and  other  CANES  imported 
into  the  French  Charaibean  IJlands,  and  lately  introduced 
into  the  IJla7id  of  An\.igM2i,  by  Sir  John  L  afore  y,  Bart. 

"  One  fort  was  brought  from  the  Ifland  of  Bourbon, 
reported  by  the  French  to  be  the  growth  of  the  coaft 
of  Malabar. 

"  Another  fort  from  the  ifland  of  Otaheite. 

**  Another  fort  from  Batavia. 

**  The  two  former  are  much  alike,  both  in  their  ap- 
pearance and  growth,  but  that  of  Otaheite  is  faid  to 
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make  the  fineft  fugar.  They  are  much  larger  than 
thofe  of  our  Illands,  the  joints  of  fome  meafur- 
ing  eight  or  nine  inches  long,  and  fix.  in  circumfe- 
rence. 

"  Their  colour,  and  that  of  their  leaves  alfo,  differs 
from  ours,  being  of  a  pale  green  ;  their  leaves  broader, 
their  points  falUng  towards  the  ground  as  they  grow 
out,  inftead  of  being  ere6l  like  thofe  of  our  Iflands. 
Their  juice  alfo,  when  expreffed,  differs  from  that  of 
our  Canes ;  being  of  a  very  pale,  inftead  of  a  deep 
green  colour.  I  caufed  one  of  the  largeft  of  thefe 
Canes  to  be  cut,  at  what  I  deemed  its  full  growth,  and 
likewife  one  of  the  largeft  of  the  Ifland  Canes  that 
could  be  found  upon  each  of  three  other  plantations. 
When  they  were  properly  trimmed  for  grinding,  I 
had  them  weighed:  the  Malabar  Canes  weighed  up- 
wards of  feven  pounds ;  neither  of  the  other  three  ex- 
ceeded four  pounds  and  a  quarter. 

"  They  are  ripe  enough  to  grind  at  the  age  of  ten 
months ;  a  few  cut  for  a  trial  by  my  manager,  above 
twelvemonths  old,  were  judged  to  have  loft  part  of 
their  juices,  by  ftanding  too  long. 

"  They  appear  to  ftand  the  dry  weather  better  than 
ours;  I  obferved,  that  after  a  drought  of  a  long  con- 
tinuance, when  the  leaves  of  our  own  Canes  began  to 
turn  hrown  at  their  points,  thefe  continued  their  co- 
lour throughout. 

"  A  gentleman  of  Montferrat  had  fome  plants 
given  to  him  by  Monfieur  Pinnel,  one  of  the  moft  con- 
siderable planters  of  Guadaloupe,  who  told  him  he  had, 

5  in 
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in  the  preceding  year  (1792)  in  which  an  exceeding 
great  drought  had  prevailed,  planted  arrtongft  a  large 
field  of  the  Ifland  Canes  half  an  acre  of  thefe  ;  that  the 
want  of  rain,  ahd  the  borer,  had  damaged  the  former 
fo  much,  that  he  could  not  make  fugar  from  them, 
but  the  latter  had  produced  him  three  hoglheads. 

"  In  the  fpring  of  this  year  (1794)  a  trial  was  made 
of  the  Malabar  Canes,  011  one  of  my  plantations  ; 
160  bunches  from  holes  of  five  feet  fquare  were  cut, 
they  produced  upwards  of  350  lbs.  of  very  good 
fugar  (a  fample  of  which  I  fent  to  Mr.  Edwards*)  the 
juice  came  into  fugar  in  the  teach e,  in  much  lefs 
time  than  is  ufually  required  for  that  of  the  other 
Canes,  and  threw  up  very  little  fcum.  The  produce 
was  in  the  proportion  of  3,500 lbs.  to  an  acre;  the 
weather  had  then  been  fo  very  dry,  and  the  borer  fo 
deftru<5tive,  that  I  am  fure  no  one  part  of  that  planta- 
tion would  have  yielded  above  half  that  quaniity  from 
the  other  Canes,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  ground.  We  had 
not  then  the  benefit  of  the  new-invented  clarifiers, 
which,  though  imported,  had  not  been  fixed  up  for 
want  of  time. 

<*  The  French  complain  that  thefe  Canes  do  not 
yield  a  fufiicient  quantity  of  field  trafh,  to  boil  the 
juice  into  fugar ;  to  this,  and  to  their  never  throwing 

*  The  fugar  is  extraordinarily  good;  the  colour  bright,  and  the  grain,  though 
not  fo  large  as  in  the  beft  St.  Kitt's  fugar,  ftrong.  I  am  perfuaded  that  no  raw 
fugar  will  anfwer  better  for  the  refinery. 

.^       up 
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up  an  arrow,  I  think  their  fuperior  fize  may  in  good 
meafure  be  attributed.  Tliis  inconvenience  may  be 
obviated,  by  the  fubftitution  of  coals;  and  the  increafed 
quantity  of  the  cane-trafli,  which  their  magnitude 
will  furnifh  (and  which  we  reckon  the  richeft  manure 
we  have,  when  properly  prepared)  will  well  indemnify 
the  expence  of  firing. 

*'  The  Batavia  Canes  are  a  deep  purple  on  the  out- 
£de ;  they  grow  fhort-jointed,  and  fmall  in  circumfe- 
rence, but  bunch  exceedingly,  and  vegetate  fo  quick,' 
that  they  fpring  up  from  the  plant  in  one-third  the 
time  thofe  of  our  Ifland  do ;  the  joints,  foon  after  they 
form,  all  burft  longitudinally.  They  have  the  appear- 
ance of  being  very  hardy,  and  bear  dry  weather  well ;  a 
few  -bunches  were  cut  and  made  into  fugar  at  the  fame 
time  the  experiment  was  made  with  the  white  Canes. 
The  report  made  to  me  of  them  was,  that  they  yielded 
a  great  deal  of  juice,  which  feemed  richer  than  that  of 
the  others,  but  the  fugar  was  ftrongly  tinged  with  the 
colour  of  the  rind ;  and  it  was  obferved,  that  upon  the 
€Xpreflion  of  them  at  the  mill,  the  juice  was  of  a 
bright  purple ;  but  by  the  time  it  had  reached  through 
the  fpout  to  the  clarifier  (a  very  fliort  diftance)  it  be- 
came of  a  dingy  iron  colour.  I  am  told  the  Batavia 
fugar  imported  into  Amfterdam  is  very  fair ;  fo  that  if 
thofe  Canes  fhould  otherwife  anfwer  well,  means  may 
doubtlefs  be  obtained  to  difcharge  the  purple  tinge 
from  their  juice." 
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*^*  I  OWE  an  acknowledgment  to  the  family  of  the  late 
Alderman  Beckford,  by  corredting  in  this  place  a  miftake 
with  regard  to  his  anceftry,  which  had  crept  into  the  firft 
edition,  and  is  unfortunately  transferred  to  this.  In  Vol.  I, 
p.  170,  it  is  aflerted,  that  Mr.  Beckford  was  defcended  in 
the  female  line  from  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Scott,  one  of 
the  Judges  of  Charles  I.  This  notion  is  very  prevalent  in 
Jamaica  j  but  his  fon,  Mr.  Richard  Beckford,  Member  of 
Parliament  for  Leominfter,  has  alTured  me  that  it  is  erroneous ; 
and  he  has  done  me  the  honour  to  point  out  the  origin  of  the 
miftake,  by  furniihing  me  with  the  following  particulars  j 
which,  with  his  permiffion,  I  lay  before  the  Publick,  in  his 
own  words : — 

"  The  late  Alderman  Beckford  was,  in  no  degree,  re- 
lated in  blood  to  Scott  the  regicide.  It  is  true,  that  a 
daughter  of  Scott  married  with  one  of  the  Beckford  fa- 
mily; but  fhe  was  a  widow  at  the  time  flie  fo  married,  and 
had  no  children  by  Mr.  Beckford,  and  confequently  there 
could  be  no  defcent. 

"  The  anceflors  of  the  late  Alderman  Beckford  were 
Cavaliers,  or  Royalifts,  in  the  time  of  king  Charles  the  Firft; 
and  upon  the  ufurpation  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  were 
obliged  to  fly  their  country,  and  relide  abroad.  After  Jamaica 
was  taken  by  Penn  and  Venables,  during  the  Protedlorate, 
I  encouragement 
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encouragement  was  held  out  to  all  fettlers  to  go  to  the  new 
colony — and  thereupon  the  Beckfords  went  over,  and  were 
among  the  firft,  as  they  foon  became  the  greatell  planters  in 
the  ifland. 

*'  The  Family  derive  their  name  from  the  village  and  parifh 
of  Beckford,  in  Gloucefterfhire  (about  eight  or  ten  miles  from 
Tewkelbury)  where  the  heir  of  Mr.  Alderman  Beckford 
now   poflefles    a  fmall    effatc  >   the   moft  antient   patrimony  of 

the  Family. 

Rich.   BeckfordJ' 

t$th  April,  1794. 
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Of  the  more  valuable  and  rare  Plants  growing  in  the  Publick  Botanick 
Garden,  in  the  Mountains  of  Li^anea,  in  the  IJland  of  Jamaica. 


AMOMUM  Granum  Paradisi — Guinea  Pqjper,  or  Grains  of  Paradife, 
Native  of  Guinea. 
ANTHOLYZAiET-HiopicA — EthiopianAntholyza.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


Arundo  Bambos — Bamboo  Cane. 
Allamanda  Cathartica — Galarips. 

Akee  Tree. 
AvERRHOA  BiLiMEi — BImbling  Fruit. 
Annona  Cherimoia — Cherimoya. 
Annona  Myristica — Nutmeg  Annona. 
Adansonia  digitata — A'lonkies  Bread, 
^scHYNOMENE  GRANDiFLORA — Pea  Tree. 

^SCHYNOMENE  AQUATICA — Swamp  Pea  Tree.  —  Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies. 
-Ambroma  AUGUSTA — Maple-leaved  Ambroma. — Native  of  New  South  Wales. 
Aster  fruticosus — Shrubby  After.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Artocarpus  incisa — Brcad-Fruit  Tree.  Native  of  Otaheite. 

Artocarpus  INTEGRIFOLIA — Indian  Jaack  Tree. — Native  of  the  Eaft-Indies. 


Native  of  the  Eajl  Indies. 

Native  of  South  America, 

Native  of  the  Coajl  of  Africa. 

Native  of  Otaheite. 

Native  of  South-America, 

Native  of  Senegal, 
Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies, 


AucUBA  JAPONICA — Japan  Aucuba. 
AtEURiTEs  TRiLOBATA — Candle  Tree. 
Arecha  Catechu — Beetle  Nut. 
Atragene  indica — Indian  Atragene. 
Arctotis  calendulacea — -Marygold  Ar(5lotis. 


Native  of  "Japan. 
Native  of  Otaheite, 
Native  of  Timor. 
Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies. 
-Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 
AmYGDALU^  COMMUNIS 

var.  Dwarf  Peach.  Native  of  St.  Helena, 

var.  St.  Helena  Almond.  Native  of  St.  Helena. 

BuDLEjA  GLOBOSA — Round-hcaded  Budleja,  Native  of  Chili. 

Bichy  Tree.  Native  of  Guinea, 

Bauhinia  variegata — Variegated  Bauhinia.     —  Native  of  the  Eiifl- Indies. 

Curcuma  longa — Turmeric  Root.  Native  of  the  Eajl-Indies. 

Cissus  quadrangularis — Angular-ftalked  Ciflus.  Native  (f  India. 

CoRDIA                   — Ettow,  a  dye-wood.  Native  of  Otaheite^, 
Cassine  capensis — Hottentot  Cherry.               Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

Cassia  Sena — Sena  Tree.  Native  of  Egypt. 

Cactus  cochinillifer — C.ochincal  Cactus.  Native  of  South-America. 

Capparis  spinosa — Caper  Shrub.  Na'.ivc'of  Italy, 

Camellia  japonica — Japan  Rofe.  Native  of  Japan, 

Crotalaria  LAiiURNiFoi.iA —Shrubby  Crotalp.ria.  Native  of  Afta. 

CoRoNiiLA  ARABIC  A — Arabian  Coronilla.  Native  of  Arabia. 

Vol.  I.                                                     e  Calla 
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Cai.la  jethiopica — Ethiopian  Calla."  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Gor^d  Hope.-.. 

Casuarina  equisetifolia — Tiniaa  Pine.  —  Native  of  the  South-Sea  Iflands.^ 
CiccA  DISTICHA — CheHinalla  Fruit.  Native  of  Timor. 

CuPREssus  JUNIPEROIDES — African  Cyprefs  Tree — Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope. 


Croton  sebiferum — Tallow  Tree. 
Ceratonia  Siliqua — St.  John's  Bread. 
Cycas  circinalis — Sago  Palm. 
Diosma  ciliata — CiliatedDiofma. 
Drac-ENa  Draco — Dragon  Tree. 
Drac^na  ferrea — Purple  Dracaena. 
Dracj^na 

DoLiCHOS  SINENSIS — Chinefe  Dolichos. 
Epidendrum  Vanilla — Vanilla. 
Fuchsia  triphylla — Scarlet  Fuchfja, 
Fraxinus  Ornus — Manna  Afli. 
Ficus  tinctoria — Mattee,  a  dye-wood. 
Gardenia  Florida — Cape  Jalmine. 
GardeniaThunbergia — Starry  Gardenia.- 


Gloriosa  superba — Superb  Lily. 
GuiLANDiNA  Moringa — HorCc-Radifli  Tree. 
Garcinia  cornea — Small  Mangollein. 
Galega  purpurea — Purple  Galega. 
Hibiscus  populneus — Poplar-leaved  Hibifcus. 
Hibiscus  mutabilis — Changeable  Rofe. 
Hibiscus  Ficulneus — Fig-leaved  Hibifcus. 
Hibiscus  trionum — Bladder  Hibifcus. 
JusTiciA  Adhatoda — Malabar  Nut, 
JusTICIA  PICTA — Variegated  Julticia. 
ILEX  Cassine — Paraguay  Tea. 
Inocarpus  edulis — Otaheite  Chefnut. 
Illicium  floridanum — Anifeed  Tree. 
K^mpferia  Galanga — Galangale  Root. 
Lawsonia  inermis— Smooth  Lawfonia. 
Lawsonia  spinosa — Prickly  Lawfonia. 
Laurus  Cinnnamomum — Cinnamon  Tree. 
Laurus  CamphorA' — Camphire  Tree. 
Laurus  nobilis — Sweet  Bay  Tree.. 
Laurus  indica — Royal  Bay  Tree. 
lyAURUs  FOETENS — Madeira  Laurel. 
Laurus  Benzoin — Benjamin.Tree.     . 
Laurus  Borbonia — Carolina  Bay  Tree. 


Native  of  China. 

Native  of  Sicily. 

Native  of  the  Eaft-lndies. 

Native  of  the  Cape  of  Goad  Hope. 

Native  of  the  Raft -Indies, 

Native  of  China. 

Native  of  Otaheite. 

Native  of  China, 

Native  of  South -America, 

Native  of  Chili, 

Native  of  Calabria, 

Native  of  Otaheite, 

Native  of  China. 

—Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 


Native  of  the  Eajl- Indies.. 
Native  of  the  Eaft-lndies.. 
Native  of  the  Eaft-lndies^. 
Nalive  of  the  Eaft-lndies, 
Native  of  the  Eaft-lndies. 
Native  of  the  Eaft-lndies, 
Native  of  Ceylon, 
Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.. 
Native  of  Ceylon, 
Nati've  of  Timor.. 
Native  of  Carolina, . 
Native  of  Otaheite, 
Native  of  Florida,, . 
Native  of  the  Eaft-lndies, . 
Native  of  Africa, 
Native  of  the  Eafl-hidies„. 
Native  of  Ceylon. 
Native  of  fapan. 
Native  of  Italy- 
Native  of  Madeira. 
Native  of  Madeira. 
Native  of  Virginia,  . 
Native  of  Carolina. 
Native  of  North-America. 
N:itive  of  North-America. 


Laurus  Sassaphras— Saflaphras  Tree. 
Liriodendron  Tulipifera — Tulip  Tree. 

Lavatera  thurinciaca — Large-flowered_  Lavatera.    —   Native  of  Hungary. 
Melia  Azederach— Bread-Tree.  Native  of  the  Eaft-lndies, 

Magnolia,  grandiflora — Laurel-leaved  JVIagnolia.  Native  of  Carolina. 

Melianthus  major — Honey- Flower.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Malva 
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Malva  capensis— Cape  Mallow.  Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

MoNSOKiA  SPECIOSA — Fine  leav"d  Mofifonia.- — Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Mimosa  nilotica — ^jum  Ar.'.hic  Tree.  Native  of  Egypt, 

Mimosa  Senegal — Gum  Seiv  gal  Tree.  Native  of  Arabia. 

Mimosa  Leb?ck — Oi:e;-.fai  i;i->):iy.  .  Native  of  the  Eaf-Indies. 

MoRus  papyrife?.a  — ;-3[>-  r  iVIalberry  Tree.  Native  of  Japan, 

Mangifera  indica — Mango.  Tree.  Native  of  the  Eafl-Indies._ 

Olea  fragp.ans — Sw';et-icente<j  Olive.  Native  of  China. 

Oldenlamdia  ur.'BELLATA— Che.  .  Native  of  Indian 

Piper  nigrum — Klaui.  Pepper.  Native  of  the  Eaft-Indies. 

Piper  longum — Long  Pepper.  Native  of  the  Eaji-Indies. 

Philadelphus  AK.OMATICUS — Sweet-fcentedSyringa, — Native  of  Ntv  Zealand. 
Pandan0S  odoratissimus  —Screw  Pine.  Native  of  Ceylon, 

PiSTACiA  OFFiciNARUM — Piftachia  Tree.  Native  of  Gt-eece. 

Quassia  amara — Bitter  Quaffia.  Native  cf  Guiana. 

RoBiNiA  HISPIDA — Large-flower'd  Acacia,  Native  of  the  Eaft-Indies. 

RoBiNiA  MiTis — Smooth  Acacia.  Native  of  the  Eajl-Indies. 

Sapindus  edulis — Litchi  Plumb.  Native  of  Chinas 

Stapelia  variegata — Variegated  Stapelia. — Native  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 
Spondias  — South-Sea  Plumb.  Native  of  Afta. 

Smiiax  Sarsaparilla — Sarfaparilla.'  ■  Native  of  America. 

ScHiNUs  MOLLE — Peruvian  Maftick.  Tree.-  Native  of  Peru., 

Tacca  PINNATIFIDA — Pecah.-  Native  of  Otah'eiie. 

Tradescantia  DISCOLOR — Purple  Spider- Wort,  Native  of  .Honduras. 

Tectona  grandis — Tick- Wood.  Native  of  Timor. 

Thea  viRiDis — Green  Tea  Tree.  ,  Native  of  China. 

Thea  BoHEA — Sohea  Tea  Tree.  Native  of  China. 

Wachendorfia  thyrsiflora  —  Simple-ftalked  Wachendorfia.  —  Native  of 

the  Cap  of  Good  Hope, 
XiMENiA  iNERMis — Smooth  Zimcnia. '  Native  of  the  Eafi-Indiss. 

It  may  not  he  unufeful  in  this  place  to  add  a  Catalogue  of  Medicinal  and  other  Plants', 
growing  in  South  and  North  America,  the  Eafl-Indies,  iS(.  the  intreduSlion  of 
which  would  be  a  great  acquifttion  to  the  JVe/l^ Indies,  viz, 

SOUTH-AMERICAN    PLANTS.  ' 

Quassia  Simarouba — Simarouba  Bark. — Grows  in.  many  parts  of  South -Ame-    ■ 

,      .  rica,  particularly  171  Guiana  and  Cayenne. 

Convolvulus  Jalapa— Jalap  KQot.— Native  of  the  South- American  Coyumera., 
CopAiFERA  officinalis — Balfam  Copaiva  Tree. — Native  of  Brazil  ami  the  . 

neighbottring  ifands.    ^ 
Myroxylon   Peruiferum — Tree  producing  Balfam  Peru. — Found  growing 

vjith  the  former. 
Toluifera  Balsamum — Tree  producing  Balfam  Tolu. — Grows  with  the  for- 
mer. 
Anchona  officinalis — Peruvian  or  Jefuit's  Bark. — Native  of  Peru,  particu- 
larly the  hilly  parts  about  ^tito, 
Psychotria  emetica — Ipecaciiana  Root.  Native  of  South  America. 

e  2  Norths 
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NORTH-AMERICAN    PLAKTS. 

AriStolochia  Serpentaria — Snake  Root.  Grows  in  P^lrgtma^^ 

PojLYCALA  Senega — Rattle- Snake  Root. — Native  of  Firginia  and  other  parti 

of  North- America, 
Panax    Quinquefolium — Ginfeng  Root. — Native  of  Canada,:  Pennfyhama,. 

and  Virginia. 
Spigelia  MARiLANDlCA-^IndiaaPinlc  Root.! — Native  of  many  parts  of  North-- 

America.  , 
PlNUS  balsamea — Tree,  producing:  the   Canada  Bal&m. — Native  of  Firginia 

and  Canada. 

EAST-INDIAN    ANB     EITROPEAK    PLANTS^ 

Stvrax  Benzoin — Tree  producing  Gum  Benjamin.  Native  of  Sumatra,'. 

Anchusa  tinctoria — Alkanet  Root.  Native  of  Montpelier. 

Mimosa   Catechu — Tree  producing  tlie  Japan  Earth. — Grows  in  the  moun- 
tainous parts  of  IndofTan. 
Styrax  officinale — Gum  Storax  Tree.  Native  of  Italy  and  the  Levant,- 

CiSTUS  CREticus — Gum  Ladanum  Tree. — Native  of  Candia  and  fame  of  the 

Ifland's  of  the  Archipelagic. 
JuNiBERUS  Sabina, — Savin  Leaves. — Native  of  the    South  of  Europe  and  the. 

Levant. 
A.stragai,US  Traqacantha — Tree  producing  Gum  Dragon. — Native  of 

Italy,  Cicily,  and  Crete. 
Pa^tinaca.  Opoponax — Plant  producing   Gum  Opoponax. — Native  of  the 

South  of  Europe. 
Myristica  opriciNALis — Nutmeg  Tree.  Grows  in  the  Molucca  Jfiands. 

Caryophillus  aromaticus. — Clove  Tree. — Native  of  the  Molucca  Iflands^ 

and  lately  difcovered  in  New  Guinea, 
CoNYOLVUijUg  S'c  AMMONIA.— Plant  producing  Scammony. — Native  of  JntiocL, 

and  about  Tripoly-,  in  Syria, 
"Ferula  As/^FOETjpA.—Afafaetida  Plants  Native  of  Pcrfia. 

K^MPFERIA  ROTUNDA — ^Zedoary  Root  Native  of  the  Eafi- Indies. 

Amomum  REPEN4— Cardamom  Seed.  Grows  on  the  Coajl  of  Malabar. 

Gentiana  lutea — Gentian  Root..  Native  of  the  Alps., 

Papaver  somnieerum — OpiumPoppy.  Native  of  the  fouthern  Parts  of  Europe. 
Stalagmites  Gambog-ioides — Tree  producing  Gamboge* — Native  of  the 

Eofi  Indies. 
Calamus  Rotang— Plant  producing  Dragon's  Blood. — Native  of  the  Molucca 

IJlands  and  fava-. 

Garcinia  Mangostana. — True  Mangofteen. — Nxitive  of  the  Molucca  IJlands. 

Crateva  marmelos. — Bengal  Quince.  Native  of  India, 

Columbo.Root.  Native  of  Ceylon, 

DiosPYROs  EBEKas.— Oriental  Ebony..  Native  of  the  Eajl-Indics* 
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Vol,  II. 

I.  Frontifpiece,  Columbus  and  his  Two  Sons;  to  face- 
the  Title  Page.  See  the  Account  and  Illuftration  of 
it  annexed. 

II.  The  Voyage  of  the  Sable  Venus  from  Angola  to  the 
Weft  Indies ;  to  face  p.  27. 

JII.  A  Negro  Feftival;  to  be  placed  at  the  End  of  Book 
IV. 

IV.  Plan  and  Elevation  of  an  improved  Sugar  Mill,  de- 
figned  by  Edward  Wqollery,  Efq.  of  Jamaica^ 
t^  face  p.  223. 
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Illujiratton  of  the  Frontifpiece  to  Vol.  I. 

An  Indian  Cacique,  of  the  Ifland  of  Cuba,  addrefllng  Columbus 
concerning  a  future  State  of  Reward  aad  Punifhment. 


J.  HIS  remarkable  circumftance,  which  is  related  in  p.  73. 
of  the  firft  edition  of  this  work,  and  p.  7  5  of  the  fecond  edition, 
happened  on  the  7th  of  July,  1494.  It  is  attefted  by  Pet.  Martyr  and 
Herrera ;  but  as  the  doftrine  of  a  future  ftate  of  retribution  feems  to 
argue  a  degree  of  civilizadon,  which  the  natives  of  the  Weil  Indies  had 
not  attained,  doubts  have  been  fuggefted  concerning  the  fadt :  I  have 
therefore  thought  it  neceflary  to  quote  the  authorities  on  which  it  is 
founded  at  large,  premifing  that  the  perfon  who  ferved  on  this  occafion 
as  interpreter  was  a  native  of  Guanahani.  Flaving  accompanied 
Columbus  to  Spain,  on  his  return  from  his  firft  voyage,  and  remained 
with  him  from  06tober  1492,  he  had  acquired  the  Spanifli  language,^' 
which  he  fpoke  with  great  facility.   Martyr's  account  is  in  thefe  words : 

*'  Dum  in  littore  rem  divinam  prsefedtus  audiret,  eece  primarium 
quendam  odlogenarium,  virum  gravem,  nee  eo  minus  nudum,  multis 
ilium  comitamibus.  Hie,  donee  facta  peragerentur  admiratus,  ore 
oculifque  intentus  adfiftit:  dehinc  Prjefedo  caniftrum,  quem  manu 
gerebat  plenum  patrise  fruftibus,  dono  dedit:  fedenfque  apud  eum 
per  interpretem  Didacum  colonum,  qui  id  idioma  cum  proprius  acceffif- 
fent  intelligebat,  orationem  habuithujufcemodi: 

s  a  '^'-  Terras. 


(  III  ) 

«  Terras  omnes  iftas  haftenus  tibi  ignotasj  manu  potenti  te  percurrifle, 
renunciatum  nobis  fuit,  populifque  incolis  metum  non  mediocrem 
intulifle.  Quare  te  hdrtor  moneoque,  ut  itinera  duo,  ciam  e  corpore 
profiliunt  animas  habere  fcias :  tenebrofum  unum  ac  tetrum,  hjs 
paratum,  qui  generi  humano  molefti  infenfique  funt :  jucundum  aliud 
et  deleftabile  illis  ftatutum,  qui  pacem  et  quietem  gentium  viventes 
annarunt.  Si  igitur  te  mortalem  efle,  et  unicuique  pro  praefentibus 
operibus  futura  merita  obfignata  memineris,  neminem  infeftabis." 

Pet.  Martyr,  decad.  i.  lib.  tertius.    Ed,  1574. 

Herrera,  the  celebrated  hiftoriographer  of  Spain,  gives  the  Cacique's 
Ipeech  in  the  words  following : 

Tu  has  venido  a  eftas  tierras,  que  nunca  antes  vlfto,  con  gran  poder, 
y  has  puefto  gran  tettior:  fabe  que  fegun  lo  que  aca  fentinnos,  ay  dos 
Iugare;s  en  la  otra  vida,  adonde  van  las  aimas :  uno  malo  y  ileno  de 
tinieblas,  guardado  para  los  que  hazen  rtial.  Otro  es  a  legre  y  bueno 
adonde  fe  han  de  apofentar  los  que  aman  la  paz  de  las  gentes,  y  por 
tanto  fi  tu  fierites  que  has  de  morir,  y  que  a  cada  uno  fegun  lo  que  aca 
hiziere,  alia  le  ha  de  refponder  el  ptemiOj  no  haras  mal  a  quien  no  te  le 
hiziire,  ^ 

Herrera  Hift.  de  las  Indias  Ocid.    Decada  i.  libro  2. 
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Illujlration  of  the  Frontifpiece  to  Vol.  II. 

COLUMBUS  and  his  Sons  Diego  and  Ferdinand.  From  an 
ancient  Spanifh  Pidture  in  the  PofTeffion  of  Edward  Horne, 
Efq;  of  Bevis  Mount,  near  Southampton. 


Jl  H  E  Pifture  from  which  this  Engraving  is  made,  bears 
the  marks  of  great  antiquity,  and  from  the  words  Mar  del  Sur  on  the 
chart  reprefented  in  it,  is  known  ro  he  Spanlfh.  The  principal  figure  is 
certainly  Cot.umbus,  and  the  two  young  men  are  believed  to  be  his  fons, 
Diego  and  Ferdinand,  to  whom  Columbus  feems  to  point  out  the 
courfe  of  the  voyages  he  had  made.  The  globe,  the  charts,  and  aftrono- 
mical  inftruments,  fupport  this  conjefture,  and  the  figure  of  Hope,  in  the. 
back  ground,  alludes  probably  to  the  great  expeftaticns  which  were- 
formed,  throughout  all  Europe,  of  ftill  greater  difcoveries.  From  the 
mention  of  a  Southern  Ocean,  imperfedtly  and  dubioully  reprefented,  (as 
an  objedl  at  that  time  rather  of  fearch  than  of  certainty)  there  is  reafoa 
to  believe  that  the  pifture  was  painted  immediately  on  Columbus's 
return  from  his  fourth  voyage,  in  1504,  becaufe  it  is  related  by  Lopez 
de  Gomera,  a  cotemporary  hiftorian*,  that  the  admiral,  when  at  PortO' 
Bello,  in  1 502,  had  received  information  that  there  was  a  great  ocean  on 
the  other  Jide  of  the  continent  extending  fouthwards  -,  and  it  is  well  known, 
that  all  his  labours  afterwards,  in  the  fourth  voyage,  were  directed 
to  find  out  an  entrance  into  the  Southern  Ocean  from  the  Adantick ; 
for  which  purpofe  he  explored  more  than  300  leagues  of  coafl-,  from 
Cape  Gracios  a  Dios  to  the  Gulph  of  Darienj  but  the  adtual  difcovery 

•  F.  L.  de  Gomara  Hiftoria  de  las  Indias,  cap.  60. 

Vol.  I.  .  h  of 


{     Hv     ) 

of  tKe  South  Sea  was  referved  for  Vafco  Nunez  de  Balboa.  The  age 
of  Columbus's  Sons,  at  the  tinae  of  his  return  from  his  fourth  voyage, 
correfponds  with  their  appearance  in  the  pifturc.  The  youngeft  of  them, 
ibme  years  afterwards,  compiled  a  fl^ort  hiftory  of  his  Father's  life,  in  the 
third  chapter  of  which  I  find  the  following  very  curious  defcription  of 
Columbus's  perfon  and  manners,  with  which  the  pltture,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  is  found  alfo  to  correfpond  : 

"  Fue  el  almirante  hom.bre  de  bien  formada,  i  mas  que  mediana 
eftatura  ;  la  car'a  larga,  las  megillas  un  poco  altas,  fin  declinar  a  gordo 
o  macilento ;  la  nariz  aquilina,  los  ojos  blancos  i  de  bianco  de  color 
cncendido ;  en  fu  mocedad  tuvo  el  cabello  blondo ;  pero  de  treinta  ahos 
ia  le  tenia  bianco ;  en  el  comer,  i  beber,  i  en  el  adorno  de  fu  perfona  ef 
a  miii  modefto  i  continente  i  a  fable  en  la  converfation  con  los  eftranos 
i  con  los  de  cafa  m.ui  agradable,  con  modeftia  i  gravidad:  fue  tan 
obfervante  de  las  cofas  de  la  religion,  que  en  los  ayunos,  i  en  retjar  el 
oficio  divinoj  pudiera  fcr  tenido  por  profelTo  en  rehgion  j  tan  enemigp 
dejuramento,  i  blasfcmia,  que  yo  juro,  que  jamas  le  vi  echar  otro 
juramento  que  por  fan  Fernando ;  y  quando  fe  hallaba  mas  irritado  con 
al<^unOj  €ra  fu  reprehenfion  decir  le :  os  doi  a  dios  porque  hie  ifteis  efto 
6  dijifteis  aqueillo :  fi  alguna  vez  tenia  que  efcrivir,  no  probaba  la 
pluma,  fin  efcrivir  -eftas  palabras  Je/us  cmn  Maria  fit  nobis  in  via  ;  y 
cojitan  buena  letra  que  baftara  para  ganar  de  comer." 

La  Hift.  del  Almirante  Don  Chrift.  Colon.  C.  3. 
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The  Britifh  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies, 


BO  OKI. 


A    GENERAL    VIEW   OF    THEIR    ANCIENT    STATE 
AND    INHAglTANTS. 


CHAP.     I. 


Geographical  arrangement. •^-Name. — Climate. — Sea-Freeze,  and 
Zjand-ivind. — Beauty  and Jingularity  of  the  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal creation.'-^ Magnijicence  and  fublimjty  of  the  mountains : 
rejleSiions  concerning  the  origin  oftbefe  ijlands,  ^c. 

GEOGRAPHERS,  following  the  diftribution  of  Nature,    c  H  A  P. 
divide  the  vaft  Continent  of  America  into  two  great  I. 

parts.  North  and  South  j  the  narrow  but  mountainous  Ifthmus  Arrange-"' 
of  Darien  ferving  as  a  link  to  conned  them  together,  and  '"^"^* 
forming  a  rampart  againfl  the  encroachments  of  the  Atlantick 
en  the  one  fide,  and  of  the  Pacifick  Ocean  on  the  other.  Thelc 
Vol.  L  JB  great 


2  HISTORYOFTHE 

BOOK    great  Oceans  were  anciently  diftinguifhed  alfo,  from  their  rela- 
I-  tive  fituation,  by  the  names  of  the  North  and  South  Seas  (a), ' 

Name  '^°  ^^^*-  Prodigious  chain  of  Iflands  which  extend  in  a  curve 

from  the  Florida  Shore  on  the  Northern  Peninfula,  to  the 
Gulph  of  Venezuela  in  the  Southern,  is  given  the  denomina- 
tion of  Weft  Indies y  from  the  name  of  India  originally  affigned 
to  them  by  Columbus.  This  illuftrious  Navigator  planned  his 
expedition,  -not,  as  Raynal  and  others  have  fuppofed,  under 
the  idea  of  introducing  a  New  World  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  Old ;  but,  principally,  in  the  view  of  finding  a  route  to 
India  by  a  Weflern  navigation  j  which  he  was  led  to  think 
would  prove  lefs  tedious  than  by  the  Coaft  of  Africa:  and  this 
conclufion  would  have  been  juft,  if  the  geography  of  the  An- 
cients, on  which  it  was  founded,  had  been  accmrate/'i^^.  Indeed, 

fo 

{a)  The  appeDation  tS North,  applied  to  that  part  of  the  Atlantick  which  flows 
into  the  Gulph  of  Darien,  ieems  nww  tu  L^  v^tiiJjr  j:f„rp^.  ^jut  thg  Pacifick  is 
ftill  commonly  called  the  South  Sea.  It  was  difcovered  in  15 13,  and  having  been 
firft  entered  towards  the  South,  might,  perhaps,  have  derived  its  name  from  that 
circumftance. 

(h)  "  The  fpherical  figure  of  the  earth  was  known  to  the  ancient  geographers.' 
They  invented  the  method  ftill  in  ufe,  of  computing  the  longitude  and  latitude  of 
different  places.  According  to  their  doGrine,  the  equator  contained  360  degrees  5 
■tliefe  they  divided  into  twenty-four  parts,  or  hours,  each  equal  to  fifteen  degrees. 
The  country  of  the  Seres  or  Sina  being  the  fartheft  part  of  India  known  to  the 
Ancients,  was  fuppofed,  by  Marinus  Tyrius,  the  moft  eminent  of  the  aneient  geo- 
'  ^raphers  before  Ptolemy,  to  be  fifteai  hours,  or  225  degrees  to  the  eaft  of  the  firft 
meridian,  pafling  through  the  Fortunate  lilands.  If  this  fuppofition  was  well  found- 
ed, the  country  of  the  Seres,  or  China,  was  only  nine  hours,  or  135  degrees  weft 
from  the  Fortunate  or  Canary  Iflands ;  and  the  navigation  in  that  direftion  was 
snuch  ihorter  than  by  the  courfc  which  the  Portu^uefe  were  purfiyng."    From 
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fo.  firmly  perfuaded  was  Columbus  of  Its-  truth-  and  certainty, 
that  he  continued  to  aflert  his  belief  of  it  after  the  difcoveiy  of 
Cuba  and  Hifpaniolaj  not  doubting  that  thofe  iHands  confli- 
tuted  fome  part  of  the  Eaftern  extremity  of  Alia :  and  the 
nations  of  Europe,  fatisfied  with  fuch  authority,  concurred  in 
the  fame  idea.  Even  when  the  difcovery  of  the  Pacifick  Ocean 
had  demonftrated  his  miflake,  all  the  countries  which  Colum- 
bus had  vifited  ftill  retained  the  name  of  the  Indies ;  and  in 
contradiftind:ion  to  thofe  at  which  the  Portuguefe,  after  pafiing^ 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  had  at  length  arrived  by  an  Eaftera 
courfe,  they  were  now  denominated  the  Indies  of  the  Wejl  (c). 

-  Among  the  Geographers  of  thofe  days,  however,  there  were 
fome,  who  envying  the  glory  of  Columbus,  or  giving  more 
credit  to  ancient  fable  than  to  the  achievements  of  their  cotem- 
poraries,  perfifted  in  affigning  to  the  newly-difcovered  Iflands 
the  appellation  of  Antilia  or  Antiles:  the  name  (according  to 
Charlevoix)  of  an  Imaginary  country,  placed  in  ancient  charts 
about  two  hundred  leagues  to  the  Weftward  of  the  Azores ;  and 
it  is  a  name  ftill  very  generally  ufed  by  foreign  Navigators,  al.- 

this  account,  for  which  the  reader  is  indebted  to  the  learned  Dr.  Robertfon,  it  is 
evident  that  the  fcheme  of  Columbus  was  founded  on  rational  fyfteinatical  prin- 
ciples, according  to  the  light  wtiich  his  age  afforded ;  whereas  if  he  had  propofed, 
without  any  fuch  fupport,  to  difcover  a  new  hemifphere  by  failing  weilward ; 
he  would  have  been  juftly  confidered  as  an  arrogant  and  chimerical  projeflior, 
and  fuccefs  itfelf  would  not  have  reconciled  his  temerity  to  the  fober  didates  of 
reafon. 

(f)  Columbus  failed  on  his  firft  voyage  the  3d  of  Auguft,  1492.  In  1494 
Bartholemus  Dias  difcovered  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  but  it  was  not  doubled 
till  the  year  1497,  when  Vafquez  de  Gama  fucceeded  (for  the  firft  time  in  mo- 
■dern  navigation)  in  this,  as  it  was  then  fuppofed,  formidable  attemfit. 

B  2  though 
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though  the  etymology  of  the  word  is  as  uncertain  as  the  appli- 
catbn  of  it  is  unjuft.  To  the  Britifh  nation  the  name  beftowed 
by  Columbus  is  abundantly  more  familiar  :  and  thus  the  whole  ' 
of  the  New  Hemifphere  is,  with  us,  commonly  ccmprifed  under 
three  great  divilionsj  North  America,  South  America,  and 
the  Weft  Indies /^i^. 

But,  fubordinate  to  this  comprehenfive  and  fimple  arrange- 
ment, neceffity  or  convenience  has  introduced  more  minute 
and  local  diftind:ions.  That  portion  of  the  Atlantick,  which 
is  feparated  from  the  main  Ocean  to  the  North  and  to  the 
Eaft,  by  the  Illands  I  have  mentioned,  although  commonly- 
known  by  the  general  appellation  of  the  Mexican  Gulph,  is 
itfelf  properly  fubdivided  into  three  diflind  Bafins :  the  Gulph 

(d)  The  term  Jntiks  is  applied  by  Hoffman  to  the  Windward  or  Charaibean 
Iflands  only,  and  is  by  him  thus  accounted  for ;  "  Dicuntur  Antilas  Americse 
quafi  ante  Infulas  Americae,  nempe  ante  majores  Infulas  Sinus  Mextcani."   {Hoff- 
man Lexic.  Univ.)  Rochfort  and  Du  Tertre  explain  the  word  nearly  in  the  fame 
manner,  while  Monf.  D' Anville  applies  the  name  to  thofe  Iflands  only,  which  are 
more  immediately  oppofed  to^  or  fituated  agahiji,  the  Continent:  thus  he  terms 
Cuba,  Hlfpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Porto  Rico,  the  Great  Jntihs,  and  the  (iiiail 
Iflands  of  Aruba,  Cura^oa,  Bonair,  Magaritta,and  fome  others  near  tbecoaft  of 
Caraccas  on  the  Southern  Peninfula,  the  Lefs;  excluding  the  Charaibean  Iflands 
altogether.    A  recurrence  to  the  early  Spanifh  Hiliorians  would  have  demonftrat- 
ed  to  all  thefe  writers,  that  the  word  AntUia  was  applied  to  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba, 
before  the  difcovery  either  of  the  Windward  Iflands,  or  any  part  of  the  American 
Continent.     This  appears  from  the  following  palTage  in  the  Firft  Book  of  the 
Firft  Decad  of  Peter  Martyr,  which  bears  date  from  the  Court  of  Spain,  Novem- 
*  ber  1493,  eight  months  only  after  Columbus's  return  from  his-iirfl:.  expedition  ;, 
"  Ophiram  Infulam  fsfe  reperifTe  refert:  fed  Cofmograpliorum  tradu  diligenter 
ionfiderato,  yf«i;7(^  Infuls  funt  iil<e  et  adjacentes  alia; ;  banc  Hifpaniolam  appella- 
vir,  &c," 
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of  Mexico,  the  Bay  of  Honduras,  and  the  Charaibean  Sea  (e). 
The  latter  takes  its  name  from  that  clafs  of  Iflands  which 
bound  this  part  of  the  Ocean  to  the  Eaft.  Moft  of  thefe 
were  anciently  pofiefied  by  a  nation  of  Cannibals,  the  fcourge 
and  terror  of  the  mild  and  inoffenfive  natives  of  Hifpaniola, 
who  frequently  expreiTed  to  Columbus  their  dread  of  thofe 
fierce  and  warlike  invaders,  ftiling  them,  Charaibes,  or  Carib- 
bees  (f)^  And  it  was  in  confequence  of  this  information,  that 
the  Iflands  to^  which  thefe  favages  belonged,  when  difcovered 
afterwards  by  Columbus,  were  by  him  denominated  generally, 
the  Charaibean  Iflands. 

Of  this  clafs,  however,  a  group  nearly  adjoining  to  the 
Eaftern  fide  of  St.  John  de  Forto  Rico,  is  likewife  called  the 
Virgin  Iflesj  adiflindlion  of  whi^h  the  origin  will  be  explained 
in  its  place  (g)... 

■  Netther  mufl  It  pafs  unobferved,  that  the  name  of  Ba- 
hama is  copimonly  applied  by  the  Englilh   to   that  clufter  of 

(e)  Vide  Introduflion  to  the  Weft  Indian  Atlas,  by  Jefteries. 

(f)  Herrera,  lib.  i,     Eer.  Cblumbus,  chap,  xxxlii. 

{g)  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  old  Spanifh  Navigators,  in  fpealcing  of" 
the  Weil  Indian  Iflands  in  general,  frequently  diftinguifn  them  alfo  into  two 
clafles,  by  the  terms  Barlovento znti  Sctavento,  fiom  whence  our  JVindward  zni 
Lteeward  Iflands ;  the  Charaibean  conftitucing  in  ftriti:  propriety  the  former  clafs 
(and  as  fuch  I  (hall  fpealc  of  thorn  in  the  courfe  of  this  woric),  and  the  four  large 
Iflands  of  Cuba,  Jamaica,  Hifpaniola,  and  Porto  Rico,  the  latter.  But  our  Ejig- 
lifh  mariners  appropriate  both  terms  to  the  Charaibean  Iflands  only,  fubdividing.. 
them  according  to  their  fituation  in  the  courfe  of  the  trade  windj  die  Windward 
Iflands  by  their  arrangement  terminating,  I  believe,  withMartinico,  and  the  Lee- 
ward commencing  at  Dominica,  and  extending  to  Porto  Rico. 

■fmall. 
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BOOK    fmall  illands,   rocks,  and  reefs  of  fand,  which  flretch  in  a. 
^'  North- wellerly  dired:ion  for  the  fpace  of  near  three  hundred 

leagues,  from  the  Northern  coaft  of  Hifpaniola  to  the  Bahama 
Strait,  oppofite  the  Florida  Shore.  Whether  this  appellation  is 
of  Indian  origin,  as  commonly  fuppofed,  is  a  queftion  I  cannot 
anfwer;  neither  does  it  merit  very  anxious  inveftigation  :  yet 
thefe  little  illands  have  defervedly  a  claim  to  particular  notice  j 
for  it  was  one  of  them  fhj  that  had  the  honour  of  firfl  receiv- 
ing Columbus,  after  a  voyage  the  mofl  bold  and  magnificent 
in  defign,  and  the  moll  important  in  its  confequences,  of  any 
that  the  mind  of  man  has  conceived,  or  national  adventure  un- 
dertaken, from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  the  prefent  hour. 

Climate.  MosT  of  the  Countries  of  which  I  propofe  to  treat  being 

lituated  beneath  the  tropick  of  Cancer,  the  circumilances  of 
climate,  as  well  in  regard  to  general  heat,  as  to  the  periodical 
rains  and  confequent  variation  of  feafons,  are  nearly  the  fame 
throughout  the  whole.  The  temperature  of  the  air  varies  in- 
deed confiderably  according  to  the  elevation  of  the  land;  but, 
with  this  exception,  the  medium  degree  of  heat  is  much  the 
fame  in  all  the  countries  of  this  part  of  the  globe. 

•>• 
A  TROPICAL  year  feems  properly  to  comprehend  but  two 
diflindt  feafons ;  the  wet  and  the  dry  j  but  as  the  rains  in  thefe 
climates  conftitute  two  great  periods,  I  iliall  defcribe  it,  like 
the  European  year,  under  four  divifions. 

(h)  Called  by  the  Indians  Guanahani,  by  the  Spaniards  St.  Salvadore,  and  is 
known  to  Englifli  feamen  by  the  name  of  Cat  Ifland,  The  whole  group  is 
called  by  the  Spaniards  Lucayos. 

9  Thx 
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The  vernal  feafon,  or  Spring,  may  be  faid  to  commence 
with  the  month  of  May,  when  the  foliage  of  the  trees  evidently 
becomes  more  vivid,  and  the  parched  favannas  begin  to  change 
their  ruflet  hue,  even  previous  to  the  firft  periodical  rains, 
which  are  now  daily  expefibed,  and  generally  fet  in  about  the 
aniddle  of  the  month.  Thefe,  compared  with  the  Autumnal 
rains,  may  be  faid  to  be  gentle  fhowers.  They  come  from 
the  South,  and  commonly  fall  every  day  about  noon,  and  break 
up  with  thunder-ftorms  J  creating  a  bright  and  beautiful  ver- 
dure, and  a  rapid  and  luxuriant  vegetation-  The  thermometer 
at  this  feafon  varies  conliderably;  commonly  falling  fix  or  eight 
degrees  immediately  after  the  diurnal  rains ;  its  medium  height 
may  be  ilated  at  jf. 

After  thefe  ram«  have  continued  about  a  fortnight,  the 
weather  becomes  dry,  fettled,  and  falutary ;  and  the  tropical 
Summer  reigns  in  jfuU  glory.  Not  a  cloud  is  to  be  perceived ; 
and  the  fky  blazes  with  irrefiilible  fiercenefs.  For  fome  hours, 
commonly  between  feven  and  ten  in  the  morning,  before  the 
fetting  in  of  the  fea-breeze  or  trade-wind,  which  at  this  fea- 
fon blows  from  the  fouth-eaft  with  great  force  and  regularity 
until  late  in  the  evening,  the  heat  is  fearcely  fupportable  i  but, 
no  fooner  is  the  influence  felt  of  this  refrefhing  wind,  than  all 
Nature  revives,  and  the  climate,  in  the  fhade,  becomes  not 
only  very  tolerable,  but  pleafant.  The  thermometer  now  va- 
ries but  little  in  the  whole  twenty-four  hours :  its  medium, 
near  the  coaft,  may  be  ftated  at  about  80°.  I  have  feldom 
obferved  it  higher  than  ^s"  at  noon,  nor  much  below 75°  at 
fun-rife» 

The 
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The  nights  at  this  feafbn  are  tranfcendently  beautiful.  TIic 
clearnefs  and  brilliancy  of  the  heavens,  the  ferenity  of  the  air, 
nhd  the  foft  tranquillity  in  which  all  Nature  repofes,  contribute 
30  harmonize  the  mind,  and  produce  the  moft  calm  and  de- 
ligfeaful  fenfations.  The  moon  too  in  thefe  climates  difpkys  far 
greater  radiance  than  in  Europe :  the  fmallefl  print  is  legible 
by  her  light;  and  in  the  moon's  abfencelier  funftion  is  not  ill 
fupplied  by  the  brigbtnefs  of  the  milky- way,  and  by  that  glo- 
rious planet  Venus,  which  appears- here  like  a  little  moon,  and 
glitters  with  fo  refulgent  a  beam  as  to  c&A  a  fliade  from  trees, 
buildings,  and  other  obje<Ils,  making  full  amends  for  the  fhort 
flay  and  abrupt  departure  of  the  crepufculum  or  twilight  ^/y. 

This  ilate  of  the  weather  commonly  continues, -with  lit- 
tle variation,  from  the  beginning  of  June  until  the  middle 
of  Auguft,  when  the  diurnal  breeze  begins  to  intermit,  and 
tbe  atmofphere  becomes  fultry,  incommodious,  and  fuffo- 
cating.  In  the  latter  end  of  this  month,  and  moft  part  of 
Septe-mber,  we  look  about  in  vain  for  coolnefs  and  comfort. 
The  thermometer  occafionally  exceeds  90°,  and  inftead.of 
a  fleady  and  refrefhing  wind  from  the  fea,  there  are  ufually 
faint  breezes  and  calms  alternately.  Thefe  are  preludes  to 
the  fecond  periodical  or  Autumnal  feafon.     Larg^e  towering 

(!)  In  the  mountainous  and  interior  parts  of  the  larger  iflands,'innumerabley?r*- 
^ies  abound  at  night,  which  have  a  furprifing  appearance  to  a  ftranger.  They 
confift  of  different  (pecies,  fome  of  which  emit  a  light,  refembling  a  fpark  of  fire, 
irom  a  globular  prominence  near  each  eye ;  and  others  from  their  fides  in  the  a£t 
of  refpiration.  They  are  far  more  luminous  than  the  glow-worm,  and  fill  the 
air  on  all  fides,  like  fo  many  living  ftars,  to  the  great  aftonifhment  and  admiration 
^f^  traveller  unaccuftomed  to  the  country, — In  the  day-time  they  difeppear. 

clouds. 
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clouds,  fleecy,  and  of  a  feddifh  hue,  are  now  feen,  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  the  quarters  of  the  fouth,  and  fouth-eaft  ;  the  tops  of 
the  mountains  at  the  fame  time  appear  clear  of  clouds,  and  the 
objedls  upon  them  wear  a  blueifta  call:,  and  feem  much  nearer 
to  the  fpeftator  than  ufual.  When  thefe  vail;  accumulations 
'of  vapour  have  rifen  to  a  confiderable  height  in  theatmofphere,, 
they  commonly  move  horizontally  towards  the  mountains,  pro- 
claiming their  progrefs  in  deep  and  rolling  thunder,  which, 
reverberated  from  peak  to  peak,  and  anfwered  by  the  diftant 
roaring  of  the  fea,  heightens  the  majefty  of  the  fcene,  and  irre- 
fiftibly  lifts  up  the  mind  of  the  fped:ator  to  the  great  Author 
of  all  fublimity... 

The  waters,  however,  with  which  thefe  congregated  va- 
pours load  the  atmofphere,  feldom  fall  with  great  and  general 
force  until  the  beginning  of  Odtober.  It  is  then  that  the 
heavens  pour  down  catarafts.  An  European  who  has  not  vi- 
fited  thefe  climates,  can  form  no  juft  conception  of  the  quan- 
tity of  water  which  deluges  the  earth  at  this  feafon :  by  an 
exad;  account  which  was  kept  of  the  perpendicular  height  of 
the  water  which  fell  in  one  year  in  Barbadoes  (and  that  no 
ways  remarkable)  it  appeared  to  have  been  equal  to  lixty-feven 
cubical  inches. 

It  is  now,  in  the  interval  between  the  beginning  of  Au* 
guft  and  the  latter  end  of  Odlober,  that  hurricanes,  thofe 
■dreadful  vifitations  of  the  Almighty,  are  apprehended.  The 
prognoflics  of  thefe  elementary  conflids,  have  been  minutely 
defcribed  by  various  writers,  and  their  eifefts  are  known  by 

Vol.  I.  C  ktej 
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late  mournful  experience  to  every  inhabitant  of  every  ifland 
within  the  tropicks,  but  their  immediate  caufe  feems  to  lie  far 
beyond  the  limits  of  our  circumfcribed  knowledge. 

Towards  the  end  of  November,  or  fometlmes  not  tUl  the 
middle  of  December,  a  confiderable  change  in  the  temperature 
of  the  air  is  perceivable.  The  coafts  to  the  northward  are  now 
beaten  by  a  rough  and  heavy  fea,  roaring  with  inceflant  noife ; 
the  wind  varies  from  the  eaft  to  the  north-eafl  and  north,  fome- 
times  driving  before  it,  acrofs  the  higheft  mountains,  not  only 
heavy  rains  but  hail ;  till  at  length,  the  north  wind  having 
acquired  fufficient  force,  the  atmofphere  is  cleared ;  and  now 
comes  on  a  fucceffion  of  ferene  and  pleafant  weather,  the  north- 
eaft  and  northerly  winds  fpreading  coolnefs  and  delight 
throughout  the  whole  of  this  burning  region. 

If  this  interval,  therefore,  from  the  beginning  of  December 
to  the  end  of  April,  be  called  winter,  it  is  certainly  the  fineft 
winter  on  the  globe.  To  valetudinarians  and  perfons  advanced 
in  life,  it  is  the  climate  of  Paradlfe. 

The  account  which  I  have  thus  given  is,  however,  to  be 
received  not  as  uniformly  exadt  and  minutely  particular }  but 
as  a  general  reprefentation  only,  fubjeft  to  many  variations  and 
exceptions.  In  the  large  iflands  of  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  and 
Jamaica,  whofe  lofty  mountains  ar^  clothed  with  forefrs  per- 
haps as  old  as  the  deluge,  the  rains  are  much  more  frequent 
and  violent  than  in  the  fmall  iflands  to  windward ;  fome  of 
which  are  without  mountains,  and  others  without  woodj  botli 

ppwerful 


WEST      INDIES.  II 

powerful  agents  on  the  atmofphere.  In  the  interior  and  ele- 
vated diilridls  of  the  three  former  iflands,  I  believe  there  are 
ihowers  in  every  month  of  the  year ;  and  on  the  northern 
coafts  of  thofe  iflands,  confiderable  rains  are  expedled  in  De- 
cember or  January,  foon  after  the  fetting  in  of  the  north 
winds. 

Concerning  the  trade-wind,  or  diurnal  fea-breeze,  which  Winds, 
blows  in  thefe  climates  from  the  eaft,  and  its  collateral  points, 
with  little  intermiffion  or  variation  nine  months  in  the  year,, 
the  caufes  of  it  having  been  traced  and  difplayed  by  numerous 
writers,  it  is  unnecefTary  for  me  to  treat ;  but  the  peculiarity 
of  the  land-wind  by  night  (than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
grateful  and  refrefliing)  has  been  lefs  generally  noticed.  This 
is  an  advantage,  among  others,  which  the  larger  iflands  of  the 
Wefl:  Indies  derive  from  the  great  inequality  of  their  furface  j 
for  as  foon  as  the  fea-breeze  dies  away,  the  hot  air  of  the  plains 
being  rarefied,  afcends  towards  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  is 
there  ccndenfed  by  the  cold;  which  making  it  fpecifically 
heavier  than  it   was  before,  it  defcends  back  to  the  plains  on  . 

both  fides  of  the  ridge.  Hence  a  night- wind  is  felt  in  all  the 
mountainous  countries  under  the  torrid  zone,  blowing  on  all 
fides  from  the  land  towards  the  fliore,  fo  that  on  a  north  Ihore 
the  wind  fliall  come  from  the  fouth,  and  on  the  fouth  fhore 
from  the  north.  Agreeably  to  this  hypothefis,  it  is  obferv- 
able  that  in  the  iflands  to  windward,  where  they  have  no  moun- 
tains, they  have  no  land-breeze  fkj. 

Of 

(i)  The  account  thus  given  of  the  land-wind,  is  chiefly  in  the  words  of  Dr. 
Franklin,  whofe  defcription  is  fo  precife  and  accurate  as  to  admit  of  no  improve- 

C  2  meat. 
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Of  the  general  appearance  of  a  diflant  country,  and  the 
fcenery  with  which  it  is  clothed,  it  is  difficult,  by  mere  verbal 
defcription,  to  convey  an  idea.  To  the  iirfi:  difcoverers,  the  prof- 
pedl  of  thefe  iflands  muft  have  been  interefting  beyond  ail  that 
imagination  can  at  prefent  conceive  of  it.  Even  at  this  days 
when  the  mind  is  prepared  by  anticipation,  they  are  beheld  by 
the  voyager  for  the  firft  time,  v.'ith  flrong  emotions  of  admira- 
tion and  pleafure ;  arifing  not  only  from  the  novelty  of  the 
fcene,  but  alfo  from  the  beauty  of  the  fmaller  iflands,  and  the 
fublimity  of  the  larger,  whofe  lofty  mountains  form  a  ftupen- 
dous  and  awful  pidture  j  the  fubjed:  both  of  wonder  and  con- 
templation |^/y. 

Nor 

tneHt.  In  Barbadoes,  and  moft  of  the  fmall  iflands  to  windward,  the  fea- breeze 
blows  as  well  by  night  as  by  day.  It  is  fometimes  the  cafe  in  Jamaica  in  th& 
months  of  June  and  July,  the  land  at  that  time  being  heated  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  the  cold  air  of  the  mountains  is  not  fufficiently  denfe  to  check  the  current 
which  flows  from  the  fea. 

(I)  To  the  firft  voyagers  to  the  Weft  Indies,  many  muft  have  been  the  objects 
of  aftonifliment,  and  in  fome  refped^s  of  terror,  even  before  the  appearance  of  land  j 
fuch  as  the  variation  of  the  compafs,  the  regularity  of  the  winds,  the  water  fpout, 
and  other  phasnomena ;  of  the  exiftence  of  which  they  were  previoufly  unap- 
prized.  It  is  in  fuch  cafes  that  terror  exerts  its  power  over  the  mind  with  uncon- 
txoulable  afcendancy;  for  reafon  and  reflection  canfurnifh  no  argument  to  op- 
pofe  to  its  progrefs.  Columbus  in  truth  found  himfelf  amidft  a  new  creation. 
What,  for  inftance,  could  have  more  ftrcngly  excited  curiofity  than  the  firft  fight 
of  that  wonderful  littlelinimal  thefiy'mgfijh  ?  Who  would  have  believed  that  the 
natives  of  the  deep  had  power  to  quit  their  watery  element,  and  fly  aloft  with  the 
birds  of  the  air  !  It  was  an  aera  of  miracles,  and  confidering  the  propenfity  of 
mankind  to  magnify  what  truly  is  ftrange,  the  modefty  difplayed  by  Columbus  in 
fpeaking  of  his  enterprifes  -and  difcoveries,  and  the  ftrift  adherence  to  truth  which 
he  appears  on  all  occafions  to  have  manifefted,  form  a  very  diftinguiftied  feature 
in  his  charafter.  In  general  the  travellers  of  thofe  days  not  only  reported  won- 
derful 
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Nor  did  thefe  promifing  territories   difappoint  expedlation    q-^  ^  p 
on  a  nearer  fearch  and  more  accurate  infpedlion.     Columbus,  i. 

whofe  veracity  has  never  been  fufpeded,  fpeaks  of  their  beauty  ';  -w^'mJ 
and  fertihty  in  terms  of  the  higheft  admiration  :  "  There  is  a 
"  river  (he  obferves  in  one  of  his  letters  to  King  Ferdinand 
"  written  from  Cuba)  w^liich  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  harbour 
"  that  I  have  named  Porto  Santo,  of  fufficient  depth  to  be  navi- 
"  gable.  I  had  the  curiofity  to  found  it,  and  found  eight  fa-  . 
"  thom.  Yet  the  water  is  fo  limpid,  that  1  can  eafily  difcern 
"  the  fand  at  the  bottom.  The  banks  of  this  river  are  embel- 
*5  lifhed  v/ith  lofty  palm-trees,  whofe  fliade  gives  a  delicious 
"  frefhnefs  to  the  air ;  and  the  birds  and  the  flowers  are  un- 
"  common  and  beautiful.  I  was  fo  delighted  with  the  fcene, 
"  that  I  had  almoft  come  to  the  refolutionof  ftaying  here  the 
"  remainder  of  my  days ;  for  believe  me,  Sire,  thefe  countries 
"  far  furpafs  all  the  reft  of  the  world  in  pleafure  and  conveni- 
"  ency ;  and  I  have  frequently  obferved  to  my  people,  that^ 
5,  with  all  my  endeavours  to  convey  to  your  Majefty  an  ade- 

derful  things  which  never  exifted,  but  fometimes  even  really  believed  what  they 
reported.  In  1512  John  Ponce  dc  Leon,  a  Spaniard  of  diftincSion  (as  we  are 
informed  by  Herrera)  aftually  took  a  voyage  to  Florida  for  the  purpofe  of  bathing 
in  the  River  Biminl,  which  he  had  been  told  and  believed  would  reftore  him  to 
youth,  like  the  cauldron  of  Medea.  If  we  laugh  at  the  credulity  of  this  old  man, 
what  lliall  we  fay  to  our  own  learned  countryman  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  who  fix- 
ty  years  afterwards,  in  the  hiftory  of  his  voyage  to  Guiana,  gives  an  account  of  a 
nation  who  were  born  without  heads,  and  whofe  eyes  were  placed  in  their  /boulders. 
Raleigh  does  not  indeed  pretend  that  he  had  feen  any  of  thefe  flrange  people  him- 
felf,  but  he  repeats  v/hat  he  had  heard  from  others  with  a  gravity  and  folemnity 
which  evince  that  he  ferioufly  believed  their  cxiftence.  See  his  account  of 
Guiana  in  Hakluyt's  Colledlion,  vol.  ii. 
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quate  idea  of  the  charming  objefts  which  continually  prefent 
themfelves  to  our  .view,  the  defcription  will  fall  greatly  fhort 
of  the  reality." 

How  ill  informed,  or  prejudiced,  are  thofe  writers,  there- 
fore, who,  affefting  to  difbelieve,  or  endeavouring  to  palliate, 
the  enormities  of  the  Spanifh  invaders,  reprefent  thefe  once  de- 
lightful fpots,  when  firft  difcovered  by  Columbus,  to  have 
been  fo  many  impenetrable  and  unhealthy  deferts  !  It  is  true, 
that  after  the  Spaniards,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  bloody  years,  had 
exterminated  the  ancient  and  rightful  poflefTors,  the  earth, 
left  to  its  own  natural  fertility,  beneath  the  influence  of  a  tro- 
pical fun,  teemed  with  noxious  vegetation.  Then,  indeed, 
the  faireft  of  the  iflands  became  fo  many  frightful  folitudes ; 
impervious  and  unwholefome.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
Jamaica  when  wrefted  from  the  Spanifh  Crown  in  16^^,  and 
fuch  is  the  condition  of  great  part  of  Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  at 
this  day ;  for  the  infinitely  wife  and  benevolent  Governor  of 
the  univerfe,  to  compel  the  exertion  of  thofe  faculties  which 
he  has  given  us,  has  ordained,  that  by  human  cultivation  alone, 
the  earth  becomes  the  proper  habitation  of  man  fffij. 

(m)  Dr.  Lind,  in  his  "  Effay  on  the  Difeafes  of  Hot  CHmates,"^  has-preferved 
an  extraft  from  the  Journal  of  an  Officer  who  failed  up  a  river  on  the  coaft  of  Gui- 
nea, which  affords  a  ftrilcing  illuflration  of  this  remark:  "  We  were  (fays  the 
"  Officer)  thirty  miles  diftant  from  thefea,  in  a  country  altogether  uncultivated,. 
"  overflowed  with  water — furrounded  with  thiclc  impenetrable  woods,  and  over- 
«'  run  with  (lime.  The  air  was  fo  vitiated,  noifome  and  thick,  that  our  torches  and 
*'  candles  burnt  dim,  andfeemed  readv  to  be  extinguifoed;  and  even  the  human  voice 
"  loji  its  natural-tone,"     Part.  I.  p.  64, 

S  But 
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But  as  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands  in  their  ancient  ftate  were 
not  without  culture,  fo  neither  were  they  generally  noxious  to 
health.  The  plains  or  favannas  were  regularly  fown,  twice  in 
the  year,  with  that  fpecies  of  grain  which  is  now  well  known 
in  Europe  by  the  name  of  Turkey  Wheat.  It  was  called  by  the 
Indians  Mahez,  or  Maize,  a  name  it  ftill  bears  in  all  the  Iflands, 
and  does  not  require  very  laborious  cultivation.  This  however 
conftituted  but  a  part  only,  and  not  the  moft  confiderable  part,, 
of  the  vegetable  food  of  the  natives.  As  thefe  countries  were 
at  the  fame  time  extremely  populous,  both  the  hills  and  the 
vallies  (of  the  fmaller  iflands  efpecially)  were  neceflarily  cleared 
of  underwood,  and  the  trees  which  remained  afforded  a  ihade 
that  was  cool,  airy,  and  delicious.  Of  thefe,  fome,  as  the 
papawand  the  palmeto  (n),  are,  without  doubt,  the  moft  grace- 
ful of  all  the  vegetable  creation.  Others  continue  to  bud, 
bloflbmj  and  bear  fruit  throughout  the  year.  Nor  is  it  unde- 
ferving  notice,  that  the  foliage  of  the  moft  part  fpringing  only 
from  the  fummit  of  the  trunk,  and  thence  expanding  into 
wide-ipreading  branches,  clofely  but  elegantly  arranged,  every 
grove  is  an  aflemblage  of  majeftic  columns,  fupporting  a  ver- 
dant canopy,  and  excluding  the  fun,  without  impeding  the  cir- 
culation of  the  air.  Thus  the  fhade,  at  all  times  impervious 
to  the  blaze,  and  refreftied  by  the  diurnal  breeze,  affords,  not 

(n)  The  fpecies  here  meant  (for  there  are  feveral)  is  the  pahneto-royal,  or 
mountain-cabbage.  Ligon  mentions  fome,  at  the  firft  fettletnent  of  Barbadoes, 
about  200  feet  in  height;  but  Mr.  Hughes  obferves,  that  the  higheft  in  his  time, 
in  that  ifland,  was  134  feet.  I 'am  inclined  to  believe,  that  I  have  feen  them  in 
Jamaica  upwards  of  150  feet  in  height;  but  it  is  impoflible  to  fpeak  with  cer- 
tainty without  an  acSual  meafurement. 

merely 


i6  HISTORY      OF      THE 

BOOK    merely  a  refuge  from  occafional  inconveniency,  but  a  mofl 
I-  wholefome  and  delightful  retreat  and  habitation. 

Such  were  thefe  orchards  of  the  Sun,  and  woods  of  peren- 
nial verdure ;  of  a  growth  unknown  to  the  frigid  clime  and 
lefs  vigorous  foil  of  Europe  ;  for  what  is  the  oak  compared  to 
the  cedar  or  mahogany,  of  each  of  which  the  trunk  frequently 
meafures  from  eighty  to  ninety  feet  from  the  bafe  to  the 
limbs?  What  European  foreft  has  ever  given  birth  to  a  Rem. 
equal  to  that  of  the  ceiba  foj,  which  alone,  limply  rendered 
concave,  has  been  known  to  produce  a  boat  capable  of  con- 
taining one  hundred  perfons  ?  or  the  ftill  greater  fig,  the  fove- 
reign  of  the  vegetable  creation, — itfelf  a  forefl  {pj  ? 

(o)  The  wild  cotton  tree, 

(p)  This  monarch  of  the  woods,  whofe  empire  extends  over  Afia  and  Africa,, 
ais  well  as  the-  tropical  parts  of  America,  is  defcribed  by  our  divine  Poet  with 
gyeat  exaflnefs : 

The  fig-tree,  not  that  kind  for  fruit  renown'd,. 
But  luch  as  at  this  day  to  Indians  known 
In  Malabar  aad  Decan,  fpreads  her  arms, 
Branching  fo  broad  and  lon^,  that  in  the  ground- 
The  bearded  twigs  take  root,  and  daughters  grow 
Above  the  mother  tree,  a  pillar' djbade. 
High  over-arch'd,  and  echoing  walks  between  f 

Paradlfe  Loft,  Book  IX, 
It  is  called  in  the  Eaft  Indies  the  banyan-tree.  Mr.  Marfden  gives  the  following 
Account  of  the  dimenfions  of  one,  near  Manjee,  twenty  miles  weft  of  Patna  in 
Bengal:  Diameter,  363  to  375  feet;  circumference  of  the  ftiadov/  at  noon,  1 1 16 
feet;  drcumference  of  the  feveral  flems,  in  number  fifty  or  fixty,  921  feet. 
Hift.  Sumatra,  p.  131. 

The. 
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The  rnajeflic  fcenery  of  thefe  gigantic  groves  was  at  the 
fame  time  enlivened  by  the  fingular  forms  of  fome,  and  the 
furprifing  beauty  of  others  of  the  inferior  animals  w^hich  pof- 
feffed  and  peopled  them.  Although  thefe  will  be  more  fully 
defcribed  in  the  fequel,  a  few  obfervations  which  at  prefent 
occur  to  me,  will,  I  hope,  be  forgiven.  If  it  be  true,  as  it 
hath  been  aJTerted,  that  in  moft  of  the  regions  of  the  torrid 
zone  the  heat  of  the  fun  is,  as  it  were,  refledied  in  the  untame- 
able  fiercenefs  of  their  wild  beafts,  and  in  the  exalted  rage 
and  venom  of  the  numerous  ferpents  with  which  they  are  in- 
fefted,  the  Sovereign  Difpofer  of  all  things  has  regarded  the 
Iflandsof  the  Weft  Indies  with  peculiar  favour;  inafmuch  as 
their  ferpents  are  wholly  deftitute  of  poifon  (q),  and  they  pof- 

fefs 

(q)  I  fay  this  on  the  authority  of  Brown,  Charlevoix,  and  Hughes  (of  whom 
the  firft  compiled  the  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  the  fecond  that  of  Hifpaniola,  and  the 
laft  of  Barbadoes) — on  the  tcftimony  of  many  gentlemen  who  have  refided  in  fe- 
veral  of  the  Windward  Illands — ani  on  my  own  experience  during  a  refidcnec  of 
eighteen  years  in  Jamaica.  In  that  time  I  neither  knew  nor  heard  of  any  perfon 
being  hurt  from  the  bite  of  any  one  fpecies  of  the  numerous  fnakes  or  lizards 
known  in  that  iHand.  Some  of  the  fnakes  I  have  myfelf  handled  with  perfect 
fecurity.  I  conclude,  therefore,  (notwithftanding  the  contrary  aflcrtion  of  Du 
Tertre  refpe£ting  Martinico  and  St.  Lucia)  that  all  the  Iflands  are  providentially 
exempted  from  this  evil.  Neverthelefs  it  niuft  be  admitted,  that  the  circum- 
flrance  is  extraordinary;  inafmuch  as  every  part  of  the  continent  of  America, 
but  efpecially  thofe  provinces  which  lie  under  the  Equator,  abound  in  a  high  de- 
gree with  ferpents,  whofe  bite  is  mortal.- — Mr.  Bancroft,  in  his  Account  of 
Guiana,  gives  a  dreadful  lifl:  of  fuch  as  are  found  in  that  extenfive  country;  anJ, 
in  fpeaking  of  one,  of  a  fpecies  whicn  he  calls  the  fmall  labarra,  makes  mention 
of  a  negro  who  was  unfortunately  bit  by  it  in  the  finger.  The  negro  had  but 
juft  time  to  kill  the  fnake,  when  his  limbs  became  unable  to  fupport  him,  and  h; 

Vol.  I.  D  f<-'ll 
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fefs  no  animal  of  prey,  to  defolate  their  vallies.  The  croco- 
dile, or  alligator,  is  indeed  fometimes  difcovered  on  the  bankr 
of  their  rivers  5  but  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  faid  of 
its  fierce  and  favage  difpofition,  I  pronounce  it,  from  my  own 
knowledge,  a  Cautious  and  timid  creature,  avoiding,  with  the 
utmoft  precipitation,  the  approach  of  man*  The  reft  of  the 
lizard  kind  are  perfeftly  innocent  and  inoffenfive.  Some  of 
them  are  even  fond  of  human  fociety.  They  embellifh  our 
walks  by  their  beauty,  and  court  our  attention  by  gentlenefs 
and  frolic ;  but  their  kindnefs,  I  know  not  why,  is  returned  by 
averfion  and  difguil:.  Anciently  the  woods  of  almofl  all  the 
equatorial  parts  of  America  abounded  with  various  tribes  of 
the  fmaller  monkey ;  a  fportive  and  fagacious  little  creature, 
which  the  people  of  Europe  feem  likewife  to  have  regarded 
■with  unmerited  deteftation  ;  for  they  hunted  them  down  with 
fuch  barbarous  affiduity,  that  in  feveral  of  the  iflaods  every  fyc" 
cies  of  them  has  been  long  fince  exterminated.  Of  the  feathered 

fell  to  the  ground,  and  expired  in  lefs  than  five  minutes.— —Dr.  Dancer,  in  his 
Hlftory  of  the  Expedition  from  Jamaica  to  Fort  Juan  on  the  Lake  of  Nicaragua, 
In  1780,  which  he  attended  as  phyfician,  relates  the  following  circumftance:  A 
iiiake  hanging  from  the  bough  of  a  tree  bit  one  of  the  foldiers,  as  he  pafTed  along, 
juft  under  the  orbit  of  the  left  eye;  from  whence  the  poor  man  felt  fuch  intenfe 
pain,  that  he  was  unable  to  proceed :  and  when  a  meflenger  was  fent  to  him  a 
few  hours  afterwards,  he  was  found  dead,  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  putrefaction, 
a  yellownefs  and  fwelling  over  his  whole  body;  and  the  eye  near  to  which  he  was 
bitten,  wholly  diflblved-  This  circumftance  was  confirmed  to  me  by  Colonel 
Kemble,  who  commanded  in  chief  on  that  expedition.  It  may  not  be  ufelefs 
to  add,  that  tliofe  ferpents  which  are  venomous  are  furnifhed  with  fangs  fome- 
what  refembling  the  tufks  of  a  boar ;  they  are  moveable,  aad  jnferted  in  the  up- 
per jaw. 

Q      '  race 
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race  too,  many  tribes  have  now  nearly  deferted  thofc  fbores 
where  poliihed  man  delights  in  fpreading  univerfal  and  capri- 
cious deftruftion.  Among  thefe,  one  of  the  moft  remarkable 
was  the  flamingo,  an  elegant  and  princely  bird,  as  large  as  the 
fwan,  and  arrayed  in  plumage  of  the  brightefl  fcarlet.  Nume- 
rous, however,  are  the  feathered  kinds,  defervedly  diftinguifli- 
ed  by  their  fplendour  and  beauty,  that  ftill  animate  thefe  fylvan 
recefles.  The  parrot,  and  its  various  affinities,  from  the  mac- 
caw  to  the  perroquet,  fome  of  them  not  larger  than  a  fparrow, 
are  too  well  known  to  require  defcription.  Thefe  are  as  plen- 
tiful in  the  larger  iilands  of  the  Well:  Indies  as  the  rook  is  in 
Europe.  But  the  boaft  of  American  groves  is  doubtlefs  the 
colibry,  or  humming  bird  i  of  the  brilliance  of  whofe  plumage 
no  combination  of  words,  nor  tints  of  the  pencil,  can  convey 
an  adequate  idea.  The  confummate  green  of  the  emerald, 
the  rich  purple  of  the  amethyft,  and  the  vivid  flame  of  the 
ruby,  all  happily  blended  and  enveloped  beneath  a  tranfparent 
veil  of  waving  gold,  are  difl:inguifliable  in  every  fpecies,  but 
differently  arranged  and  apportioned  in  each.  Nor  is  the  mi- 
nutenefs  of  its  form  lefs  the  objedt  of  admiration,  than  the  luf- 
tre  of  its  plumage  ;  the  fmallefl:  fpecies  not  exceeding  the  fize 
of  a  beetle^  and  appearing  the  link  which  connects  the  bird 
and  infedt  creation. 

iT  has  been  obferved,  however,  that  althouo;h  nature  is  pro- 
fufc  of  ornament  to  the  birds  of  the  torrid  zone,  Ihe  has  be- 
ftowed  far  greater  powers  of  melody  on  thofe  of  Europe ;  and 
the  obfervation  is  partly  true.  That  prodigality  and  variety  of 
mufic  which  in  the  vernal  feafon  enlivens  the  Britiih  groves, 

D  2  is 


20  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y      O  F      T  H  E 

BOOK    is  certainly  unknown  to  the  fliades  of  the  tropical  regions ;  ye't 
I-  are  not  thefe  altogether  filent  or  inharmonious.     The  note  of 

the  mock-bird  is  defervedly  celebrated,  while  the  hum  of  my- 
riads of  bufy  infeftsj  and  the  plaintive  melody  of  the  innume- 
rable variety  of  doves  abounding  in  thefe  climates,  form  a  con- 
cert, which,  if  it  ferve  not  to  awaken  the  fancy,  contributes  at 
leaft  to  footh  the  affedlions,  and,  like  the  murmuring  of  a  rivu- 
let, gives  harmony  to  repofe. 

Mountains.  BuT,  refigning  to  the  na:turalift  the  tafk  of  minutely  de- 
fcribing  the  fplendid  aerial  tribes  of  thefe  regions,  whofe  va- 
riety is  not  lefs  remarkable  than  their  beauty,  I  now  return 
from  thefe,  the  fmalleft:  and  moft  plealing  forms  of  ad:ive  life, 
to  the  largeft  and  moft  awful  objedls  of  inanimate  nature.  The 
tranfition  is  abrupt ;  but  it  is  in  the  magnitude,  extent,  and 
elevation  of  the  mountain-s  of  the  New  World,  that  the  Al- 
mighty has  tnoft  ftrikingly  manifefted  the  wonders  of  his  om- 
nipotence. Thofe  of  South  America  are  fuppofed  to  be  nearly 
twice  the  height  of  the  higheft  in  the  ancient  hemifpher«,  and, 
even  under  the  equator,  have  their  tops  involved  in  everlafting 
fnow.  To  thofe  maffive  piles,  the  loftieft  fummits  of  the  moft 
elevated  of  the  Weft  Indian  Iflands  cannot  indeed  be  com- 
pared ;  but  feme  of  thefe  rife^  neverthelefs,  in  amazing  gran- 
deur, and  are  among  the  iirft  objedls  that  fix  the  attention  of 
the  voyager.  The  mountains  of  Hifpaniola  in  particular, 
whofe  wavy  ridges  are  defcried  from  fea  at  the  diftance  of 
thirty,  leagues,  towering  far  above  the  clouds  in  ftupendous 
magnificence,  and  the  blue  mountains  of  Jamaica,  have  never 
yet,  that  I  have  heard,  been  fully  explored.     Neither  curi- 

ofity 
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ofity  nor  avarice  has  hitherto  ventured  to  invade  the  topmoft 
of  thofe  lofty  regions.  In  fuch  of  them  as  are  acceffible,  na- 
ture is  found  to  have  put  on  the  appearance  of  a  new  crea- 
tion. As  the  climate  change,s^  the  trees,  the  birds,  and  the 
infeds  are  feen  alfo  to  differ  from  thofe  which  are  met  with 
below.  To  an  unaccuftomed  fpedtator,  looking  down  from 
thofe  heights,  the  whole  fcene  appears  like  enchantment.  The 
£rll:  objed:  which  catches  the  eye  at  the  dawn  of  day,  is  a  vafi 
expanfe  of  vapour,  covering  the  whole  face  of  the  vallies.  Its 
boundaries  being  perfedly  diftinfc,  and  vifibly  circumfcribed, 
it  has  the  exad  refemblance  of  an  immenfe  body  of  water, 
while  the  mountains  appear  like  fo  many  iflands  in  the  midft 
of  a  beautiful  lake.  As  the  fun  increafes  in  force,  the  profped 
varies :  the  incumbent  vapours  fly  upward,  .and  melt  into  air  ^ 
difclofmg  all  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the  triumphs  of  in- 
duftry,  heightened  and  embelliQied  by  the  full  blaze  of  a  tro- 
pical fun.  In  the  equatorial  feafon,  fcenes  of  ftill  greater 
magnificence  frequently  prefent  themfelves  j  for,  while  all  is 
calm  and  ferene  in  the  higher  regions,  the  clouds  are  feen  be- 
low fweeping  along  the  fides  of  the  mountains  in  vaft  bodies  i 
tni,  growing  m^ore  ponderous  by  accumulation,  they  fail  at 
length  in  torrents  of  water  on  the  plains.  The  found  of  the 
tempefi  is  diftindly  heard  by  the  fpedator  above ;  the  diftant 
lightening  is  feen  to  irradiate  the  gloom  j  Vv^hile  the  thunder^ 
reverberated  in  a  thoufand  echoes,  rolls  far  beneath  his  feet. 


'But   lofty  as  the  tropical  mountains  generally  are,  it  is   Reflexions, 
-wonderfully  true,  that  all  the  known  parts  of  their  fummits       ' 
furnifh  inconteftible  evidence  that  the  fea  had  once  dominion 

over 
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over  them.     Even  their  appearance  at  a  diftance  affords  an 
argument   in  fupport  of  this  conclulion.     Their  ridges  re- 
femble  billows,  and  their  various  inequalities,  inflexions,   and 
convexities,  feem  juftly  afcribable  to  the  fluctuations  of  the 
deep.     As  in  other  countries  too,  marine  fhells  are  found  in 
great  abundance  in  various  parts  of  thefe  heights.    I  have  feen 
on  a  mountain  in  the  interior  parts  of  Jamaica  petrified  oyflers 
dug  up,  which  perfeftly  refembled,  in  the  moft  minute  circum- 
ftances,  the  large  oyfters  of  the  weftern  coaft  of  England  j  a 
fpecies  not  to  be  found  at  this  time,  I  believe,  in  the  feas  of  the 
Weft  Indies.   Here,  then,  is  an  ample  field  for  conjefture  to  ex- 
patiate in  ;  and  indeed  few  fubjefts  have  afforded  greater  exercife 
to  the  pens  of  phyfical  writers,   than  the   appearances  I  have 
mentioned.     While  fome  philofophers  aiiign  the  origin  of  all 
the  various   inequalities  of  the  earth  to  the  ravages  of  the  de- 
luge, others,  confidering  the  mountains  as  the  parents  of  fprings 
and  rivers,  maintain  that  they  are  coeval  with  the  world  j  and 
that,  firft  emerging  from  the  abyfs,  they  were  created  with  it. 
Some  again  afcribe  them  to  the  force  of  volcanoes  and  earth- 
quakes :  "  the  Almighty,"  fay  they,  "  while  he  permits  fub- 
terranean  fires  to  fwallow  up  cities  and  plains  in  one  part  of 
the  globe,  caufes  them  to  produce  promontories  and  iflands  in 
another,  which  afterv/ards  become  the  fruitful  feats  of  induftry 
and  happinefs  frj. 

All  thefe  and  other  theorifts  concur,  however,  in  the  belief 
that  the  furface  of  the  globe  has  undergone  many  furprifing 
and  violent  convulfions  and  changes  fince  it  firft  came  from, 

(r)  Goldfinith's  BUftory  of  the  Earth,  &c  vol.  L 

the 
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tlie  hands  of  the  Creator.  Hills  have  funk  into  plains,  and 
vallies  have  been  exalted  into  hills.  Refpedling  the  numerous 
iflands  of  the  Wefl  Indies,  they  are  generally  confidered  as  the 
tops  of  lofty  mountains,  the  eminences  of  a  great  continent, 
converted  into  iflands  by  a  tremendous  concuffion  of  nature, 
which,  increafing  the  natural  courfe  of  the  ocean  from  Eaft  to 
Weft,  has  laid  a  vaft  extent  of  level  country  under  water  (f). 

But  notwithftanding  all  that  has  been  written  on  this 
fubjedl,  very  little  feems  to  be  known.  The  advocates  of  this 
iyftem  do  not  fufficiently  confider,  that  the  fea  could  not  have 
covered  fo  great  a  portion  of  land  on  one  fide  of  the  globe, 
without  leaving  an  immenfe  fpace  as  fuddenly  dry  on  the 
other.  We  have  no  record  in  hiftory  of  fo  mighty  a  revolu- 
tion, nor  indeed  are  many  of  the  premifes  on  which  this  hy- 
pothefis  is  built,  eftabliihed  in  truth. 

Perhaps,  inftead  of  confidering  thefe  iflands  as  the  frag- 
ments of  a  defolated  continent,  we  ought  rather  to  regard  them 
as  the  rudiments  of  a  new  one.  It  is  extremely  probable,  that 
many  of  them,  even  now,  are  but  beginning  to  emerge  from 
the  bofom  of  the  deep.  Mr.  Buffon  has  fhewn,  by  incontro- 
vertible evidence,  that  the  bottom  of  the  fea  bears  an  exadt  re- 
femblance  to  the  land  which  we  inhabit ;  confifting,  like  the 
earth,  of  hills  and  vallies,  plains  and  hollows,  rocks,  fands  and 
foils  of  every  confiftence  and  fpecies.  To  the  motion  of  the 
waves,  and  the  fediments  which  they  have  depofited,  he  im- 
putes too,  with  great  probability,  the  regular  pofitions  of  the 

il)  See  L'Abbe  Raynal,  L'Abbe  Pludhe,  and  others. 

various 
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BOOK    various  firata  or  layers  which  compofe  the  upper  parts  of  ttK: 
^-  earth ;  and  he  iliews  that  this  arrangement  cannot  have  been 

the  effeCt  of  a  fudden  revolution,  but  of  caufes  flow,  gradual, 
and  fucceilive  in  their  operations.  To  the  flow  of  tides  and 
rivers,  depofiting  materials  which  have  been  accumulating  ever 
fince  the  creation,  and  the  various  fludtuations  of  the  deep- 
operating  thereon,  he  afcribes,  therefore,  moft  of  thofe  in- 
equalities in  the  prefent  appearance  of  the  globe  which  in 
fome  parts  embelifh,  and  in  others  (to  our  limited  view  at 
leaft)  deface  it. 

Pursuing  this  train  of  thought,  we  may  be  led  perhaps 
to  conflder  many  of  the  mofi:  terrifying  appearances  of  nature^ 
as  necefl"ary  ar-d  propitious  in  the  formation  and  fupport  of  the 
fyfl;em  of  the  world ;  and  to  trace  even  in  volcanoes  and 
earthquakes  (of  which  mofl:  of  thefe  iflands  bear  evident  me- 
morials) the  ftupendous  agency  of  divine  providence,  em- 
ployed, as  mankind  increafe  in  numbers,  in  raifing  up  from 
the  bottom  of  the  deep  new  portions  of  land  for  their  habita- 
tions and  comfort. 

These  confiderations  are  founded  in  piety,  and  feem  con- 
fonant  to  reafon  ;  and  although  in  contemplating  the  tremen- 
dous phenomena  which  the  mountains  of  South  America, 
beyond  all  other  parts  of  the  globe,  prefent  to  our  notice./ify, 

(i)  "  Of  all  parts  of  the  earth  America  is  the  place  where  die  dreadful  irregu- 
larities of  nature  are  the  moft  confpicuous.  Vefuvlus,  and  Etn?.  itfelf,  are  but 
mere  fireworks  in  comparifon  to  the  burning  mountains  of  tlie  Andes,  which,  as 
they  are  the  higheft  mountains  in  the;  world,  fo  alfo  are  they  the  moft  formidable; 
for  their  eruptions."— Goldfinith's  Hiftory  gf  the  Earth,  &c.  vol.  i.  p.  99. 

and 
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and  refledling  on  the  devaftatlons  which  they  fpread,  human 
reafon  will  fometimes  find  itfelf  perplexed  and  difmayed,  may 
we  not  by  analogy  conclude,  that  the  Almighty,  uniform  in 
his  purpofes,  is  equally  wife  and  benevolent  in  all  his  difpen- 
fations,  though  the  fcale  on  which  he  adls  is  fometimes  too 
large  for  the  fpan  of  our  confined  and  feeble  comprehenfion  ? 
They  who  feem  befl  qualified  to  contemplate  the  works  of  the 
Deity,  will  moft  readily  acknowledge  that  it  is  not  for  man  to 
unfold  the  page  of  Omnipotence  !  Happy  if  to  confcious 
ignorance  we  add  humble  adoration  ! 


Vol.  I.  E  CHAP. 
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CHAP.      IL 

Ofi/je  Charaibes,  or  ancie7U  Inhabitants  of  the  Wmdivard  IJlands 
— Origin. — Difficulties  attending  an  accurate  invejiigation  oj 
their  charaSier. — Such  particulars  related  a^  are  leaji  dijputed^ 
concerning  their  manners  and  difpofttions ^  perjbns  and  domejlic 
habits,  education  of  their  children,  arts,  manvfaBiires  and  go- 
'ver?2f7ient,  religious  rites,  funeral  ceremoyiies,  &c. — Sonie  refec- 
tions drawn  from  the  whok.- 

AVING  thus  given  an  account  of  the  climate  and  iea- 
fons,  and  endeavoured  to  convey  to  the  reader  fome 
faint  idea  of  the  beauty  and  magnificence  with  which  the 
hand  of  Nature  arrayed  the  furface  of  thefe  numerous  Iflands, 
I  fhall  now  proceed  to  enq^uire  after  thofe  inhabitants  to  whofe 
fupport  and  conveniency  they  were  chiefly  found  fubfervient, 
when  they  firft  came  to  the  knowledge  of  Europe. 

It  hath  been  obferved  in  the  preceding  chapter  that  Co- 
lumbusj  on  his  firft  arrival  at  Hifpaniola,  received  information 
of  a  barbarous  and  warlike  people,  a  nation  of  Cannibals,  who 
frequently  made  depredations  on  that,  and  the  neighbouring 
Iflands.  They  were  called  Caribbees,  or  Charaibes,  and  were 
reprefented  as  coming  from  the  Eaft.  Columbus,  in  his  fe- 
cond  voyage,  difcovered  that  they  were  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Windward  Iflands. 


The 
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The  great  difFerence  in  language  and  charadrer  between  thefe 
favages  and  the  inhabitants  of  Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Jamaica,  and 
Porto-Rico,  hath  given  birth  to  an  opinion  that  their  origin, 
alfo,  was  different.  Of  this  there  feems  indeed  to  be  but  Httle 
doubt;  but  the  queftion  from  whence  each  clafs  of  Illands  was 
firft  peopled,  is  of  more  difficult  folution.  Rochefort,  who 
publifhed  his  account  of  the  Antilles  in  1658,  pronounces  the 
Charaibes  to  have  been  originally  a  nation  of  Florida,  in  Nortli 
America.  —  He  fuppofes  that  a  colony  of  the  Apalachian 
Indians  having  been  driven  from  that  continent,  arrived  at  the 
Windward  Iflands,  and  exterminating  the  ancient  male  inhabi- 
tants, took  pofTeffion  of  their  lands,  and  their  women.  Of  the 
larger  illands  he  prefumes  that  the  natural  ftrength,  extent 
and  population  affording  fecurity  to  the  natives,  thefe  happily 
efcaped  the  deflrudlion  which  overtook  their  unfortunate  neigh- 
bours ;  and  thus  arofe  the  diftinftion  obfervable  between  the 
inhabitants  of  the  larger  and  fmaller  illands  (a). 

To  this  account  of  the  origin  of  the  Infular  Charaibes,  the 
generality  of  hiftorians  have  given  their  affent ;  but  there  arc 
doubts  attending  it  that  are  not  ealily  folved.  If  they  migrated 
from  Florida,  the  imperfect  flate  and  natural  courfe  of  their 
navigation,  induce  a  belief  that  traces  of  them  would  have 
been  found  on  thofe  iilands  vv'hich  are  near  to  the  Florida 
Shore ;  yet  the  natives  of  the  Bahamas,  when  difcovered  by 
Columbus,  were  evidently  a  fimilar  people  to  thofe  of  Hif- 

(a)  Rochefort  Hiftoire  des  Ifles  Antilles,  liv.  ii.  c.  vii.  See  alfo,  P.  Labat 
nouveau  Voyage  aux  Ifles  dc  L'Amerique,  torn,  iv,  c.  xv. 

E  2  paniola. 
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paniola  (bj.  Befides,  it  is  fufficiently  known  that  there 
exifted  anciently  many  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  of  Cha- 
raibes,  on  the  Southern  Peninfula,  extending  from  the  nver 
Oronoko  to  Effequebe,  and  throughout  the  whole  province 
of  Surinam,  even  to  Brafil }  fome  of  which  ftill  maintain  their 
independency.  It  was  with  one  of  thofe  tribes  that  our  coun- 
tryman Sir  Walter  Raleigh  formed  an  alliance,  when  that  com- 
mander made  his  romantic  expedition  to  the  coaft  of  Guiana 
in  1595  fcj;  and  by  him  we  are  affured  that  the  Charaibes. 
of  that  part  of  the  Continent,  fpoke  the  language  of  Do- 
minica fdj.  I  incline  therefore  to  the  opinion  of  Martyr  fej, 
and  conclude  that  the  iflanders  were  rather  a  Colony  from  the 
Charaibes  of  South  America,  than  from  any  nation  of  the 
North.  Rochefort  admits  that  their  own  traditions  referred 
conftantly  to  Guiana  ff).  It  does  not  appear  that  they  enter- 
tained the  mofl  remote  idea  of  a  Northern  anceftry. 

It  maybe  thought, perhaps,  that  the  Continental  Charaibes, 
were  themfelves  emigrants  from  the  Northern  to  the  Southern 
Peninfula  :  but,  without  attempting  to  controvert  the  pofition, 
tQ  which  recent  difcoveries  feem  indeed  to  have  given  a  full 
confirmation,   namely,    that  the  Afiatic  Continent  fii'fl   fur- 

(b)  Herrera,  lib.  ix.  chap.  ii.         (c)  Bancroft's  Hiftory  of  Guiana,  p.  259. 

(d)  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  668.  (e)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  2.  lib.  i. 

(f)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  vii.  See  alfo,  Note  94  to  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory 
of  America.  The  people  called  Gallhis,  mentioned  by  Dr.  R.  are  the  Charaibes 
of  the  Continent,  the  term  Galibis  or  Calibis  (as  it  is  written  by  Du  Tertrc) 
teing,  as  I  conceive,  corrupted  from  Caribbe*.  Vide  Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  297. 
and  Du  Tertre,  torn.  ii.  p.  360. 
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niflied  inhabitants  to  the  contiguous  North- Weflern  parts  of 
America,  I  conceive  the  Charaibes  to  have  been  a  diftindl  race, 
widely  differing  from  all  the  Nations  of  the  New  Hemifphere ; 
and  I  am  even  inclined  to  adopt  the  opinion  of  Hornius  and  other 
writers,  who  afcribe  to  them  an  oriental  anceflry  from  acrofs 
the  Atlantic  fgj. 

Enquiries  however  into  the  origin  ofaremote  and  unlettered 
race,  can  be  profecuted  with  fuccefs  only  by  comparing  their 
ancient  manners,  laws,  language,  and  religious  ceremonies  with 
thofe  of  other  nations.  Unfortunately,  in  all  or  mod  of  thofe 
particulars  refpedling  the  Charaibes,  our  knowledge  is  limited 
within  a  narrow  circle.  Of  a  people  engaged  in  perpetual 
warfare,  hunted  from  ifland  to  ifland  by  revenge  and  rapacity, 
few  opportunities  could  have  offered,  even  to  thofe.  who  might 
have  been  qualified  for  fuch  refearches,  of  inveftigating  the 
natural  difpolitions  and  habitual  cuftoms  with  minuteneis  and 
precifion.  Neither  indeed  could  a  jufl  eflimate  have  been 
formed  of  their  national  charadler,  from  the  manners  of  fuch 
of  them  as  were  at  length  fubjugated  to  the  European  yoke; 
for  they  loft,  together  with  their  freedom,  many  of  their  original 
charafteriflicks  ;  and  at  laft  even  the  delire  of  adling  from  the 
impulfe  of  their  own  minds.  We  difcern,  fays  Rochefort  (^AJ, 
a  wonderful  change  in  the  difpofitions  and  habits  of  the 
Charaibes.    In  fome  refpeds  we  have  enlightened,  in  others  (to 

(g)  Some  arguments  in  fupport  of  this  opinion  are  fubjoined  in  the  Appendix 
to  Book  I. 

(h)  Rochefortj  liv.  ii.  ch.  ix.  p.  436. 

our 
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our  fhame  be  it  fpoken)  ^^e  have  corrupted  them.  An  old 
Charaibe  thus  addreffed'  one  of  our  planters  on  this  fubjedl : — 
"  Our  people,  he  complained,  are  become  almoft  as  bad  as 
*'  yours. — We  are  fo  much  altered  lince  you  came  among  usj 
"  that  we  hardly  know  ourfelves,  and  we  think  it  is  owing  to 
"  fo  melancholy  a  change,  that  hurricanes  are  more  frequent' 
"  than  they  were  formerly.  It  is  the  evil  fpirit  who  has  done 
"  all  this, — who  has  taken  our  beft  lands  from  us,  and  given 
"  us  up  to  the  dominion  of  the  Chrillians  (i)'' 

My  prefent  inveftigation  muft  therefore  be  neceflarily  de- 
fedlive.  Neverthelefs,  by  feleding  and  combining  fuch  memo- 
rials as  are  leaft  controverted,  I  fliall  hope  to  exhibit  a  few 
ftriking  particulars  in  the  character  of  this  ill-fated  people, 
which,  if  I  miftake  not,  will  lead  to  fome  important  conclufions 
in  the  iludy  of  human  nature. 

Their  fierce  fpirit  and  warlike  difpofition  have  already  beeft 
mentioned.     Hiftoiians  have  not  failed  to  notice  thefe,  among 

(i)  This  extraft  from  Rochefort  is  furely  a  fufficient  anfwer  to  the  obferva- 
tions  of  Monf.  de  Chanvalon,  who  wrote  fo  late  as  1751,  and,  judging  of  all 
the  Charaibes  from  tfie  few  with  whom  he  had  any  communication,  reprcfents 
them  as  not  pofTeffing  any  fagacity  or  forefight  beyond  mere  animal  inftindt. 
He  m^kes  no  allowance  for  their  degradation  in  a  ftate  of  captivity  and  fervi- 
tude,  although  in  another  part  of  his  book,  fpeaking  of  the  African  blacks  'n\ 
the  Weft  Indies,  he  dwells  ftrongly  on  this  circumftance  refpedting  the  latter, 
"  Peut  on  connoitre  (he  obferves)  le  vrai  genie  d'un  peuple  opprime,  qui  voit 
"  fans  cefTe  les  chatimens  leves  fur  fa  tete,  et  la  violence  toujours  prete  a  etrc 
"  foutenue  par  la  politique  et  la  furete  publique  ?  Peut  on  juger  de  la  valeur, 
"  quand  elle  efl.  enchainee,  et  fans  armes  ?" — Voyage  a  la  Martinique,  p.  58. 

I  the 
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themoft  diftinguifliableof  their  qualities  (k). — Reliefs,  enter- 
prizing  and  ardent,  it  would  feem  they  confidered  war  as  the 
chief  end  of  their  creation,  and  the  reft  of  the  human  race  as 
their  natural  prey;  for  they  devoured  without  remorfe  the 
bodies  of  fiich  of  their  enemies  (the  men  at  leaft)  as  fell  into 
their  hands. — This  cuftom  is  fo  repugnant  to  our  feelings,  that 
for  a  century  paft,  until  the  late  difcoveries  of  a  fimilar  praftice 
in  the  countries  of  the  Pacifick  Ocean,  the  philofophers  of 
Europe  had  boldly  impeached  the  veracity  of  the  moft  eminent 
ancient  voyagers  who  had  firft  recorded  the  exlftence  of  it. 
Even  Labat,  who  reiided  in  the  Weft  Indies  at  a  period  when 
fome  of  the  Iflands  ftiil  remained  in  poffeffion  of  the  Charaibes, 
declares  it  to  be  his  opinion  that  inftances  of  this  abominable 
pradtice  among  them,  were  at  all  times  extremely  rare ; — the 
effedl  only  of  a  fudden  impulfe  of  revenge  arilinw  from  extra- 
ordinary and  unprovoked  Injury;  but  that  th^y  ever  made 
premeditated  excurfions  to  the  larger  iflands  foi"  the  purpofe 

(k)  Dr.  Robertfon,  In  note  93  to  the  firft  vol.  of  his  Hlftory  of  America, 
quotes  from  a  MS.  Hiftory  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  written  by  Andrew 
Bernaldes,  the  cotemporary  and  friend  of  Columbus,  the  following  inftance 
of  the  bravery  of  the  Charaibes.  "  A  canoe  with  four  men,  two  women,  and 
*'  a  boy,  unexpeftedly  f«;li  in  with  Columbus's  fleet.  A  Spanifh  bark  with  25 
"  men  was  fent  to  take  them,  and  the  fleet  in  the  mean  time  cut  ofF  their 
"  communication  with  the  fhore.  Inftead  of  giving  way  to  defpair,  the 
"  Charaibes  feized  their  arms  with  undaunted  refolution,  and  began  the 
"  attack,  wounding  feveral  of  the  Spaniards  although  they  had  targets  as  well 
*'.  as  other  defenfive  armour,  and  even  after  the  canoe  was  overfet,  it  was  with 
<'  no  little  difficulty  and  daiigt-r  that  fome  of  them  were  fecurcd,  as  they  con- 
"  tinued  to  defend  themfclves,  and  to  ufe  their  bows  with  great  dexterity  while 
"  fwimmJng  in  the  fea."— — Herrera  has  recorded  the  fame  anecdote. 

of 
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of  devouring  any  of  the  inhabitants,  or  of  feizing  them  to  be 
eaten  at  a  future  time,. he  very  confidently  denies  (I), 

Nevertheless  there  fis  no  circumflance  in  the  hirtory  of 
mankind  better  attefted  than  the  univerfal  prevalence  of  thefe 
practices  among  them.  Columbus  was  not  only  informed  of 
it  by  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  as  I  have  already  related,  but 
having  landed  himfelf  at  Guada  loupe  on  its  firfl  difcovery  (tn)t 
he  beheld  in  feveral  cottages  the  head  and  limbs  of  the  hu- 
man body  recently  feparated,  and  evidently  kept  for  occafional 
repafts.  He  releafed,  at  the  fame  time,  feveral  of  the  na- 
tives of  Porto  Rico,  who,  having  been  brought  captives  from 
thence,  were  referved  as  vidtims  for  the  fame  horrid  pur- 
pofe  (n). 

Thus  far  it  muft  be  confefled,  the  difpofition  of  the  Cha- 
raibes  leaves  no  very  favourable  impreffion  on  the  mind  of  the 
reader  j  by  whom  it  is  probable  they  will  be  confidered  rather 
as  hearts  of  prey,  than  as  human  beings ;  and  he  will  think, 
perhaps,  that  it  was  nearly  as  juftifiable  to  exterminate  them 
from  the  earth,  as  it  would  be  to  deftroy  the  fierceil:  monflers 
of  the  wildernefs  j  lince  they  who  fliew  no  mercy,  are  entitled 
to  no  pity.'^ — 

(I)  Labat.  torn.  iv.  p.  322.  (m)  November  4,  1493. 

{n)  F.  Columbus,  cap.  xlvi.  Peter  Martyr,  Decad.  I.  lib.  ii.  Herrera, 
lib.  ii.  cap.  vii.  See  alfo  Bancroft's  Hiftory  of  Guiana,  p.  259,  who  is  of 
opinion,  that  no  other  tribe  of  Indians  in  Guiana  eat  human  flefh  but  the  Cha- 
raibes.     Amongft  thefe,  the  proof  that  this  pradice  ftill  fublifts  is  jnconteftiblc. 

But 
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jBtr'T  among  themfelves  they  were  peaceable,  and  towards 
each  .other  faithful,  friendly  and  afFedlionate  (o).  They  con- 
fidered  all  ftrangers,  indeed,  as  enemies ;  and  of  the  people  of 
Europe  they  formed  a  right  eftimation.  The  antipathy  which 
they  manifefted  towards  the  unoffending  natives  of  the  larger 
iflands  appears  extraordinary  ;  but  it  is  faid  to  have  defcended 
to  them  from  their  anceftors  of  Guiana:  they  considered  thofe 
inlanders  as  a  colony  of  Arrowauks,  a  nation  of  South  America, 
with  whom  the  Charaibes  of  that  continent  are  continually  at 
vjzx  (p).  We  can  affign  no  caufe  for  fuch  hereditary  and  irre- 
Goncileable  lioftilily. — The  cuflom  of  eating  the  bodies  of  th6fc 
they  had  flain  in  battle  excites  our  abhorrence,  yet  it  may  be 
doubted  whether  this  abhorrence  does  not  arife  as  much  from 
the  bias  of  our  education,  as  from  the  fpontaneous  and  original 
dictates  of  our  nature.  It  is  allowed  that  with  regard  to  the 
people  of  Europe,  whenever  any  of  them  had  acquired  their 
confidence,  it  was  given  without  referve.  Their  fiiendfhip 
was  as  warm  as  their  enmity  was  implacable.  The  Charaibes 
of  Guiana  ftill  fondly  cherifh  the  tradition  of  Raleigh's  alli- 
ance, and  to  this  day  preferve  the  Englilh  colours  which  he 
left  witJi  them  at  parting  (q). 

Of  the  loftinefs  of  their  fentlments  and  their  abhorrence  of 
flavery,  a  writer,  not  very  partial  towards  them,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing illuftration  :  ♦*  There  is  not  a  nation  on  eai'th  (fays 
"  Labat)  (r)  more  jealous  of  their  independency  than  the 
**  Charaibes,      They  are  impatient  under  the  leaft  inftinge- 

{o)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  cap.  xi.        Du  Tertre,  torn,  ii.  p.  359. 

if)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  chap.  x.  p.  449,  (q)  Bancroft,  p.  259. 

{r)  Labat,  torn,  iv.  p.  329. 
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"  ment  of  it  -,  and  when,  at  any  time,  they  are  witneffes  to  the 
"  refpedt  and  deference  which  the  natives  of  Europe  obferve  to- 
"  wards  their  fuperiors,  they  defpife  us  as  abjedl  flaves  j  wonder- 
"  ing  how  any  man  can  be  fo  bafe  as  to  crouch  before  his  equal." 
Rochefort,  who  confirms  this  account,  relates  alfo  that  when 
kidnapped  and  carried  from  their  native  illands  into  flavery,' 
as  they  frequently  were,  the  miferable  captives  commonly  funk 
under  afenfe  of  their  condition,  and  finding  refiftance  or  jfcape 
hopeleis,  fought  refuge  in  death  from  the  calamities  of  it  fsj. 

To  this  principle  of  confcious  equality  and  native  dignity, 
muftbe  imputed  the  contempt  which  they  manifefted  for  the 
inventions  and  improvements  of  civilized  life.  Of  our  fire- 
arms they  foon  learnt  by  fatal  experience,  the  fuperiority  to 
their  own  weapons,  and  thofe  therefore  they  valued :  but  our 
arts  and  manufaftures  they  regarded  as  we  regard  the  amufe- 
ments  and  baubles  of  children : — hence  the  propenfity  to  theft, 
fo  common  among  other  favage  nations,  was  altogether  un- 
known to  the  Charaibes. 

The  ardour  which  has  been  noticed  in  them  for  military 
enterprize,  had  a  powerful  influence  on  their  whole  condudl. 
Engaged  in  continual  warfare  abroad,  they  feldom  appeared 
chearful  at  home.  Refledions  on  pafl  mifcarriage,  or  anxious 
fchemes  of  future  achievement,  feemed  to  fill  up  many  of  their 

(s)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  cap.  xi.  Labat  relates  that  the  following  fentiment 
was  proverbial  among  the  firft  French  fettlers  in  the  V/indward  Illands:-— . 
"  Regarder  de  trovers  un  Charaibe,  c'efi  le  battre,  et  que  de  k  battre  c'eji  le  titer-, 
"  on  s'  expofir  a  en  etre  iue."    Labat,  torn.  ii.  p.  7f. 

_5  hours,. 


( 


WEST      INDIES. 

hours,  and  rendered  them  habitually  thoughtful,  penfive  and 
iilent  ft].  Love  itfelf)  which  exerts  its  influence  in  the  frozen 
deferts  of  Iceland,  maintained  but  a  feeble  dominion  over  the 
Charaibes  ftij.  Their  infcnfibility  tov^ards  their  women^ 
although  they  allowed  a  plurality  of  wives  fxj,  has  been  re- 
marked by  many  writers ;  and  it  mufh  have  arifen  from  ex- 
trinfic  caufes; — from  the  predominance  of  paflions  ftrong 
enough  to  counteradl  the  effefts  of  a  climate  which  powerfully 
difpofes  to  voluptuoufnefs,  and  awakens  the  infhincfls  of  nature 
much  fooner  than  colder  regions.  The  prevailing  bias  of  their 
minds  was  diftinguifhable  even  in  their  perfona.  Though  not 
fo  tall  as  the  generality  of  Europeans,  their  frame  was  robuft 
and  mufcular  ;  their  limbs  flexible  and  adlive,  and  there  was  a 
penetrating  quicknefs,  and  a  wildnefs  in  their  eyes,  that  feemed 
an  emanation  from  a  fierce  and  martial  fpirit  fyj.  But,  not 
fatisfied  with  the  workmanfhip  of  nature,  they  called  in  the 
afliftance  of  art,  to  make  themfelves  more  formidable.  They 
painted  their  faces  and  bodies  with  arnotto  fo  extravagantly, 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  their  natural  complexion,  v/hich  was 
nearly  that  of  a  Spaniih  olive,  was  difcoverable  under  the 
furface  of  crimfon  fz).  However,  as  this  mode  of  painting 
themfelves  was  pradlifed  by  both  fexes,  perhaps  it  was  at  firfl 

(t)  Du  Tertre,  torn.  ii.  (u)  Rochefort,  c.  xi.  (x)  Ibid.  c.  xxu. 

(y)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.  Tliis  agrees  likewife  with  the  Chevalier  Pinto's  account 
of  the  Brafilians  in  note  42  to  vol.  i.  of  Dr.  Robertfon's  Hiftory.  "  At  the 
"  firfl:  afpe<£l  a  Southern  American  appears  to  be  mild  and  innocent,  but,  ort 
"  a  more  attentive  view,  one  difcovers  in  his  countenance  fomething  wild, 
"  diftruftful  and  fullen." 

(■X')  Rochefortj  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.    Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  p.  539. 
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introduced  as  a  defence  againft  the  venomo-s  infecls  fo  conir- 
mon  in  tropical  climates,  or.  pofTibly  they  confidered  the  brilli- 
ancy of  the  colour  as  highly  ornamental.;  but  the  men  had. 
other  methods  of  deforming  their  perfons,, which  mere  per- 
veriion  of  tafte  alpncj  would  not,  I  think,  have  induced  theni- 
to  adopt.  They  disfigured  their  cheeks  with  deep  incifions, 
and  hideous  fears,  which  they  ftained  with  black,  and  they, 
painted  white  and  black  circles  round  their  eyes.  Some  of. 
them  perforated  the  cartilage  of  the  noftrils,  and  inferted  the,, 
bone  of  fome  fifh,  a  parrot's  feather,  or  a  fragment  of  tortoife- 
ihell  (a), — a  frightful  cullom,  pradtifed  alfo  by  the  natives  of 
New  Holland  (b),  and  they  ftrung  together  the  teeth  of  fuch, 
of  their  enemies  as  they  had  flain  in  battle,  and  wore  them  on, 
their  legs  and  arms,  as  trophies  ojffuccefsful  cruelty  (^r^. 

To  draw  the  bow  with  unerring  Ikill,  to  wield  the  club  with, 
dexterity  and  flrength,  to  fwim  with  agility  and  boldnefs,  to 
catch  fifh  and  to  build  a  cottage,  were  acquirements  of  indif-r 
penfible  necefiity,  and  the  education  of  their  children  was  well 
fuited  to  the  attainment  of  them.  One  method  of  making 
their  boys  fkilful,  even  in  infancy,  in  the  exercife  of  the  bow, 
was  to  fufpend  their  food  on  the  branch  of  a  tree,  compelling 
the  hardy  urchins  to  pierce  it  with  their  arrows,  before  they 

(a)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.,    Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1157.   Du  Tertre,  torn,  i^ 

P-  39I'  393- 

(b)  Hawkefworth's  Voyages,  vol.  iii.  p.  1711 

(c)  Gumilla,  torn.  i.  p.  193. 

could 
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souM  obtain  permiilion  to  eat  fdj.  But  thefe  were  fubordhiate 
objeds : — The  Charaibes  inftrudled  their  youth,  at  the  fame 
time,  in  lefTons  of  patience  and  fortitude ;  they  endeavoured 
to  infpire  them  with  courage  in  war,  and  a  contempt  of  danger 
and  death ; — above  all  things,  to  inftil  into  their  minds  an  here- 
ditary hatred,  and  implacable  thirfl  of  revenge  towards  the 
Arrowauks.  The  means  which  they  adopted  for  thefe  pur- 
pofes  were  in  fome.  refpefts  fuperftitious ;  in  others,  cruel  and- 
deteftable,- 

As  foon  as  a  male  child  was  brought  into  the  world,  he  was 
fprinkled  with  fome  drops  of  his  father's  blood.  The  cere- 
monies ufed  on  this  occafion  were  fufficiently  painful  to  the 
i^ther,  but  he  fubmitted  without  emotion  or  complaint;  fondly 
believing,  that  the  fame  degree  of  courage  which  he  had  him-- 
felf  difplayed,  was  by  thefe  means  tranfmitted  to  his  i^onfej. 

(d)  See  Rochefort,  c.  xxviii.  p.  555,  and  Gumilla,  torn.  ii.  p.  283.  Their, 
arrows  were  commonly  poifoned,  except  when  they  made  their  military  excur-. 
flons  by  night.  On  thofe  occafions  they  converted  them  into  inftruments  of 
flill  greater  mifchief  j  for  by  arming  the  points  with  pledgets  of  cotton  dipt  into 
oil,  and  fet  on  flame,  theyfired  whole  villages  of  their  enemies  atadiftance*; 
The  poifon  which  they  ufed,  was  a  concoftion  of  noKious  gums  and  vegetable- 
juices  f ,  and  had  the  property  of  being  perfeftly  innocent  when  received  into 
the  ftomach,  but  if  communicated  immediately  to  the  blood,  through  the 
flighteft  wound,  it  was  generally  mortal.  The  Indians  of  Guiana  ftill  prepare 
a  fimilar  poifon.  It  is  fuppofed  however  that  fugar  fpeedily  adminiftered  in 
Jarge  quantities,  is  an  antidote.  (See  Relation  Abregee  cCun  Foyage^  iJc,  par" 
Monf.  de  la  Condamine ;  and  Bancroft's  Hilt,  of  Guiana.) 

*  Rochefort,  ch.  xx.  p.  559.  -|-  Oviedo,  lib.  lii. 

(e)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii,  c.  xxv.  p.  552. 


38  HISTORY      OF      THE 

As  the  boy  grew,  he  was  foon  made  familiar  with  fcenes  of 
barbarity  j  he  partook  of  the  horrid  repafls  of  his  nation,  and 
he  was  frequently  anointed  with  the  fat  of  a  flaughtered  Arrow- 
auk  ;  but  he  was  not  allowed  to  participate  in  the  toils  of 
the  warrior,  and  to  fhare  the  glories  of  conqueft,  until  his  for- 
titude had  been  brought  to  the  teft.  The  dawn  of  manhood 
ufliered  in  the  hour  of  fevere  trial.  He  was  now  to  exchange 
the  name  he  had  received  in  his  infancy,  for  one  more  found- 
ing and  iignificant ; — a  ceremony  of  high  importance  in  the  life 
of  a  Charaibe,  but  always  accompanied  by  a  fcene  of  ferocious 
feflivity  and  unnatural  cruelty  (f). 

The  feverities  inflifled  on  fuch  occafions  by  the  hands  of 
fathers  on  their  own  children,  exhibit  a  melancholy  proof  of 
the  influence  of  fuperftition  in  fuppreffing  the  moft  powerful 
feelings  of  nature ;  but  the  praftice  was  not  without  example. 
Plutarch  records  the  prevalence  of  a  fimilar  cuftom  among 
the  Lacedemonians.  "  At  Sparta,"  fays  the  Hiflorian,  "  boys 
*'  are  whipped  for  a  whole  day,  oftentimes  to  death,  before 
"  the  altar  of  Diana,  and  there  is  a  wonderful  emulation 
"  among  them  who  beft  can  fuftain  the  greatefl  number  of 
"  ftripes."  Nor  did  the  Charaibe  youth,  yield  in  fortitude  to 
the  Spartan.  If  the  feverities  he  fuflained  extorted  the  leaft 
fymptom  of  weaknefs  from  the  young  fufferer,  he  was  difgraced 
for  ever;  but  if  he  rofe  fuperior  to  pain,  and  baffled  the  rage  of 
his  perfecutors,  by  perfeverance  and  ferenity,  he  received  the 

(f)  Rochefort,  llv.  ii.  c.  xxiii.  p.  556.     Du  Tertre,  vol.  ii.  p.  377. 
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highefl  applaufe.     He  was  thenceforth  numbered  among  the 
defenders  of  his  country,  and  it  was  pronounced  by  his  rela- 
tions and  countrymen,  that  he  was  now  a  man  like  one  of  them" 
Jehes. 

A  PENANCE  ftill  more  fevere,  and  torments  more  excru- 
ciating; ftripes,  burning  and  fuifocation,  conftituted  a  teft  for 
him  vvho  afpired  to  the  honour  of  leading  forth  his  countrj^ 
n:en  to  war  fgj  ;  for  in  times  of  peace  the  Charaibes  admitted 
of  no  fupremacy  but  that  of  nature.  Having  no  laws,  they 
needed  no  magifbates.  To  their  old  men  indeed  they  allowed 
fome  kind  of  authority,  but  it  was  at  beil  ill-defined,  and  mufl 
at  all  times  have  been  infufficient  to  protedl  the  weak  againft 
the  ll:rong. — In  war,  however,  experience  had  taught  them 
that  fubordination  was  as  requilite  as  courage ;  they  therefore 
elected  their  captains  in  their  general  afiemblies  with  great  fo- 
lemnity  fhj  ;  but,  as  hath  been  obferved,  they  put  their  pre- 
tentions to  the  proof  with  circumftances  of  outrageous  barba- 
rity:— of  which  the  recital  however  is  difgufling,  and  may  well 
be  fupprelTed. 

If  it  appears  ftrange  that  where  fo  little  was  to  be  gained  by 
preheminence,  fo  much  fhould  be  endured  to  obtain  it,  it  muft 
be  confidered  that,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  candidate,  the  re- 
ward was  doubtlefs  more  than  adequate  to  the  coft  of  the 

(g)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  cap.  xix.  p.  519,     Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1262.   Gumilla, 
torn.  ii.  p.  286.     Lafitauj  torn,  i,  p.  297,  et  fcq. 
(b)  Rochefort,  ch.  xxiii.  p.  553. 
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purcaafe.  If  fuccefs  attended  his  meafores,  the  feafl  and  th6 
triumph  awaited  his  return.  He  exchanged  his  name  a  fecond 
time ;  aSuming  in  future  that-of  the  moft  formidable  Arrowauk 
that  had  fallen  by  his  hand  fij.  He  was  permitted  to  appro« 
priate  to  himfelf,  as  many  of  the  captives  .as  he  thought  fit, 
and  his  countrymen  prefented  to  his  choice  the  moil  beautiful 
of  their  daughters  in  reward  of  his  valour  fkj. 

It  was  probably  this  laft  mentioned  tefiiimony  of  public 
efteem  and  gratitude  that  gave  rife  in  thefe  Illands  io  the  in- 
flitution  of  polygamy,  which,  as  hath  been  already  obferved^ 
prevailed  univerfally  among  them,  and  ftiil  prevails  among  the 
Charaibes  of  South  America  f/J ; — an  inftitution  the  more 
excufable,  as  their  women,  from  religious  motives,  carefully 
avoided  the  nuptial  intercourfe  after  pregnancy /^;«y.  I  am 
forry  to  add,  that  the  condition  of  thefe  poor  creatures  was  at 
the  fame  time  truly  wretched.  Though  freiq^uently  beflowed 
as  the  prize  of  fuccefsful  courage,  the  wife,  thus  honourably 
obtained,  was  foon  confidered  of  as  little  value  as  the  captive. 
Deficient  in  thofe  qualities  which  alone  were  eflimable  among 
the  Charaibes,  the  females  Avere  treated  rather  as  Haves  than 
companions.  They  fuflained  every  fpecies  of  drudgery:  they 
ground  the  maize,  prepared  the  cafiavi,  gathered  in  the  cqtton 
and  wove  the  hamack  (n) ;  nor  were  fhey  allowed  even  ths 

(ij  Rochefortj  ch.  xxiii.  p.  553.  fi)  Rochefort,  ch.  xxli.  p.  546, 

(I)  Bancroft,  p.  254. 

(m)  Rochefort,  ch.  xxii.  p.  548.     Du  Tertre,  torn,  ii,  p.  374, 

f«^  Purchas,  vol.  IV.  p.  1272.    Labat,  torn.  ii.  p.  40. 

privilege 
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privilege  of  eating  in  prefence  of  their  hufbands  (0)  ;  Under 
all  thefe  cruel  circumflances,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  they  were 
far  lefs  prolific  than  the  women  of  Europe /^/ly.  But  brutality 
towards  their  wives  was  not  peculiar  to  the  Charaibes.  It  has 
prevailed  in  all  ages  and  co-intries  among  the  uncivilized  part 
of  mankind ;  and  the  firft  vlfible  proof  that  a  people  is  emerg- 
ing from  favage  manners,  is  a  difplay  of  tendernefs  towards  the 
female  fex  (q). 

Perhaps  a  more  intimate  knowledge  (not  now  to  be  ob- 
tained) would  have  foftened  many  of  the  fhades  which  thus 
4arken  the  character  of  thefe  iflanders,  and  have  difcovered 

fflj  Labat,  tom.'ii.  p.  15  and  95.  {p)  Lafitau,  tom.i.  p.  593. 

(q)  Father  Jofeph  Gumilla,  in  his  -account  of  the  nations  bordering  on  the 
Oronoko,  relates  (torn.  i.  p.  207,  Fr.  tranflation)  that  the  Charaibes  of  the 
Continent  punifh  their  women  caught  in  adultery,  like  the  ancient  Ifraelites, 
*'  by  ftoning  them  to  death  before  an  affembly  of  the  people;"  but  I  do  not  find 
this  fadi  recorded  by  any  other  writer ;  and  as  it  is  evidently  brought  forward 
to  fupport  the  author's  hypothefis  that  the  Americans  are  originally  defcended 
from  the  Jews,  I  fufpeift  that  it  is  not  well  founded  : — at  lead  there  is  no  trace 
that  fuch  a  cuftom  exifted  among  the  infular  Charaibes.  Rochefort,  fpeaking  of 
the  latter,  dbferves,  that  before  they  had  any  intercourfe  with  the  Chriftians  they 
■had  no  eftablifhed  puniihment  for  adultery,  becaufe/fays  he)  "  the  crime  itfelf 
"  was  unknown." — He  acids,  that  when  this,  with  other  European  vices,  was 
introduced  among  them,  the  injured  hufband  became  his  own  avenger. — Labat's 
Tcafoning  on  this  head  is  too  curious  to  be  omitted :  "  II  n'y  a  que  les  femmes 
«  qui  foient  obligees  a  I'obeiflance,  et  dont  les  hommes  foient  ubfolument  les 
"  maitres.  lis  portent  cette  fuperlorite  jufqu'  a  I'exces,  etles  tuent  pour  des  fu- 
"  jets  tres  legers.  Un  foup^oa  d'infi(Llite,  bien  ou  mal  fonde,  fufKt,  fans  autre 
"  formalite,  pour  les  mettre  en  droit  de  leur  cafler  1 1  tete.  Ccla  cjl  un  pu  fauvage 
"■  a  la  veriCe ;  mats  ci^'Ji  unfrcih  bUn  prcpre  pom  ntenir  Usfanmti  dans  leur  de-' 
"  voir."     Tom.  iv.  p.  327. 

Vol.  I.  G  fome 
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ibme  latent  properties  in  their  principles  and  condudt,  tending 
to  leffen,  though  not  wholly  to  remove,  the  difguft  we  natural- 
ly feel  in  beholding  human  nature  fo  debafed  and  degraded  j  but 
of  many  particulars,  wherein  curiofity  would  defire  to  be  gra- 
tified, we  have  no  account.  We  know  but  little,  for  inftance, 
concerning  their  domeftic  ceconomy,  their  arts,  manufadtures 
and  agriculture ;  their  fenfe  of  filial  and  paternal  obligations, 
or  their  religious  rites  and  funeral  ceremonies.  Such  further 
information  however,  in  thefe  and  other  refpefts,  as  authorities 
the  leaft  difputable  afford,  I  have  abridged  in  the  following 
detached  obfervations. 

Besides  the  ornaments  which  we  have  noticed  to  have  been 
worn  by  both  fexes,  the  women,  on  arriving  at  the  age  of 
puberty,  were  diilinguifhed  alfo  by  a  fort  of  bufkin  or  half 
boot,  made  of  cotton,  which  furrounded  the  fmall  of  each 
leg  frj.  A  diftindlion,  however,  which  fuch  of  their  females 
as  had  been  taken  in  the  chance  of  war,  dared  not  afpire  to  fsj. 
In  other  refpedls  both  male  and  female  appeared  as  naked  as 
our  firft  parents  before  the  fall  ft  J.  Like  them,  as  they  knew 
no  guilt,  they  knew  no  fliame  -,  nor  was  clothing  thought 
necelTary  to  perfonal  comfort,  where  the  chill  blaft  of  winter 
was  never  felt. 

(r)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.  p.  446.  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1159.  Labat, 
torn.  ii.  p.  12.  The  fame  fort  oHrodequin,  or  bufkin,  is  worn  by  the  female  Hot- 
tentots, and  other  nations  of  Africa. 

(s)  Du  Tertre,  torn.  ii.  p.  394. 

(t)  Rochefort,  liv.ii.  c,  ix.  p.  441,    Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  1157. 

Their 
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Their  hair  was  uniformly  of  a  fliining  black,  ftrait  and 
coarfej  but  they  drefled  it  with  daily  care,  and  adorned  it 
with  great  art ;  the  men,  in  particular,  decorating  their  heads 
with  feathers  of  various  colours.  As  their  hair  thus  con- 
ilituted  their  chief  pride,  it  was.  an  unequivocal  proof  of  the 
lincerity  of  their  forrow,  when,  on  the  death  of  a  relation  or 
friend,  they  cut  it  fliort  (u)  like  their  flaves  and  captives  -,  to 
whom  the  privilege  of  wearing  long  hair  was  rigoroufly 
denied  (x).  Like  moft  other  nations  of  the  New  Hemifphere, 
they  eradicated,  with  great  nicety,  the  incipient  beard  (y)^  and 
all  fuperfluous  hairs  on  their  bodies ;— a  circumftance  which 
has  given  rife  to  a  notion  that  all  the  Aborigines  of  America 
were  naturally  beardlefs.  This  opinion  is  indeed  counte- 
nanced by  many  refpedlable  writers,  but  after  much  enquiry, 
and  fome  inftances  of  ocular  infpedion,  I  am  fatisfied  that  it  is 
groundlefs. 

The  circumftance  the  moft  remarkable  concerning  their 
perfons,  was  their  ftrange  pradlice  of  altering  the  natural  con- 
figuration of  the  head.  On  the  birth  of  a  child,  its  tender  and 
flexible  fkull  was  confined  between  two  fmall  pieces  of  wood, 
which,  applied  before  and  behind,  and  firmly  bound  together 
on  each  fide,  elevated  the  forehead,  and  occafioned  it,  and  the 
back  part  of  the  fkull,  to  refembk  two  fides  of  a  fquare  (z)  -,  an 
uncouth  and  frightful  cuftom  ft  ill  obferved,  if  I  am  rightly 

(u)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix.  p.  439.     Du  Teitre,  torn,  ii.  p.  412. 

(x)  DuTertre,tom.  ii.  p.  405.  (y)  Du  Tertre,  W.  ii.  p.  392. 

(z)  Oviedo,  lib.  iii,    Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  ix. 

G  2  informed. 
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BOOK   informed,  by  the  miferable  remnant  of  Charaibes  in  the  Ifland 
I-  of  St.  Vincent  (a). 

They  refided  in  villages  which  refembled  an  European 
encampment ;  for  their  cabins  were  built  of  poles  fixed  cir- 
cularly in  the  ground,  and  drawn  to  a  point  at  the  top  (b). 
They  were  then  covered  v^ith  leaves  of  the  palm-tree.  In  the 
centre  of  each  village  was  a  building  of  fuperior  magnitude  to 
the  reft.  It  was  formed  with  great  labour,  and  ferved  as  a 
public  hall  or  ftate  houfe  (c),  wherein  we  are  aflured  that  the 
men  (excluding  the  women)  had  their  meals  in  common  j  "  ob- 
*'  ferving  that  law"  (faith  the  Earl  of  Cumberland,  who  vifited 
thefe  Iflands  in  1596)  "  which  in  Lycurgus's  mouth  was 
**  thought  ftrange  and  needlefs  (d),''  Thefe  halls  were  alfo 
the  theatres  where  their  youth  were  animated  to  emulation, 
and  trained  to  martial  enterprize  by  the  renown  of  their  war- 
riors, and  the  harangues  of  their  orators. 

Their  arts  and  manufadures,  though  few,  dilplayed  a 
degree  of  ingenuity,  which  one  would  have  fcarcely  expedted 
to  find  amongft  a  people  fo  little  removed  from  a  ftate  of 

(a)  I  have  been  told  by  anatomifts,  that  the  coronal  future  of  new-born 
•  children  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  commonly  more  open  than  that  of  infants  born  in 

colder  climates,  and  the  brain  more  liable  to  external  injury.  Perhaps,  therefore, 
the  Indian  cuftom  of  deprefling  the  os  frontis  and  the  occiput,  was  originally 
meant  to  aflift  the  operation  of  nature  in  clofing  the  fkull. 

(b)  P.  Martyr,  decad.  i.  lib.  ii. 

(c)  Ibid.     Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  xvi.     Lafitau,  torn.  ii.  p.  8. 
^d)  Purchas,  vol.  iv.  p.  IJ59. 

-j-  mere 
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mere  animal  nature,  as  to  rejedt  all  drefs  as  fuperfluous.     Co-    C  H  A  Pi. 
lumbus  obferved  an  abundance  of  fubftantial  cotton  cloth  in  II. 

all  the  iflands  which  he  vifited,  and  the  natives  pofleffed  the 
art  of  ftaining  it  with  various  colours,  though  the  Charaibes 
delighted  chiefly  in  red  fej.  Of  this  cloth  they  made  ham- 
mocks, or  hanging  beds,  fuch  as  are  now  ufed  at  fea  -, — for 
Europe  has  not  only  copied  the  pattern,  but  preferved  alfo.  the 
original  name  fjj. 

They  poflefled  likewlfe  the  art  of  making  veffels  of  clay  for 
domeftic  ufes,  which  they  baked  in  kilns  like  the  potters  of 
Europe.  The  ruins  of  many  of  thefe  kilns  were  vifible  not  long, 
fince  in  Barbadoes,  where  fpecimens  of  the  manufacture  arc 
ftill  frequently  dug  up ;  and  Mr.  Hughes,  the  hiftorian  of  that 
ifland,  obferves,  that  they  far  furpafs  the  earthen  ware  made 
by  the  negroes,  in  thinnefs,  fmoothnefs  and  beauty  fgj.  Be- 
fides  thofe,  they  invented  various  other  utenfils  for  economical 
purpofes,  which  are  enumerated  by  Labat.  The  bafkets  which 
they  compofed  of  the  fibres  of  the  palmeto  leaves,  were  An- 
gularly elegant,  and  we  are  told  that  their  bows  and  arrows, 
and  other  weapons,  difplayed  a  neatnefs  and  polifh,  which  the 

(e)  Labat,  torn.  ii.  p,  40. 

(f)  All  the  early  Spanifh  and  French  writers  exprefsly  aflert,  that  the  original 
Indian  name  for  their  fwinging  beds  was  amnci,  or  hamack  ; — but  Dr.  Johnfon' 
derives  the  Englifli  word  hammock  from  the  Saxou. 

{g)  Nat.  Hift.  of  Barbadoes,  p.  8.  Ligon,  who  vifited  this  ifland  in  1647, 
declares  that  fome  of  thefe  vefTels,  which  he  faw,  even  furpafled  any  earthern— 
ware  made  in  England  "  both"  (to  ufe  his  own  words)  "in  finelTc  of  mettle,, 
"  and  curiofity  of  turninge,'' 

moll 
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BOOK    moft  ilcilful  European  artift  would  have  found  it  difficult  to 
I-          have  excelled,  even  with  European  tools. 

Of  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  agriculture,  the  accounts 
are  flender  and  unfatisfaftory.  We  are  told,  on  good  authority, 
that  among  the  Charaibes  of  the  Continent,  there  was  no 
divifion  of  land,  every  one  cultivating  in  proportion  to  his 
exigencies  (h).  Where  no  criminal  jurifdiftion  is  eftablifhed, 
the  idea  of  private  property  muft  neceflarily  be  unknown  or 
imperfedt  j  and  in  thefe  iilands  where  land  is  fcarce,  it  feems 
probable  that,  as  among  fome  of  the  tribes  of  South  America  (i)t 
cultivation  was  carried  on  by  the  joint  labour  of  each  feparate 
community,  and  their  harvefts  depofited  in  public  granaries, 
whence  each  family  received  its  proportion  of  the  public 
flock. — Rochefort  indeed  obferves,  that  all  their  interefts 
were  in  common. 

Their  food,  both  vegetable  and  animal,  excepting  in  the 
circumftance  of  their  eating  human  flefh,  feems  to  have  been 
the  fame,  in  moft  refpedls,  as  that  of  the  natives  of  the  larger 
iflands,  which  flaall  be  defcribed  hereafter.  But  although 
their  appetites  were  voracious  (k),  they  rejedted  many  of  the 
beft  bounties  of  nature.  Of  fome  animals  they  held  the  flefh 
ill  abhorrence ;  thefe  were  the  pecary,  or  Mexican  hog,  the 
manati,  or  fea  cow,  and  the  turtle  ^/y.  Labat  obferves,  that  they 

(h)  Bancroft,  p.  254.  (i)  Gumilla,  torn.  i.  p.  265. 

(k)  Gumilla,  torn.  ii.  p.  12,  70,  237.     Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  515. 
(I)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  16. 

fcrupled 
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fcrupled  likewife  to  eat  the  eel,  v/hich  the  rivers  in  feveral     CHAP, 
of  the  iflands,  fupply  in  great  plenty  i^-^Zy',  '  IL 

The  ftriking  conformity  of  thefe,  and  fome  other  of  their 
prejudices  and  cuiloms,  to  the. practices  of  the  Jew$^.  has  not, 
efeaped  the  notice  of  hiftorians  ffij. — But  whether  the  Cha- 
raibes  were  adluated  by  religious  motives,  in  thus  abflaining 
from  thofe  things  which  many  nations  account  very  wholefome 
and  delicious  food,  we  are  no  where  fufficiently  informed. 

It  moft  probably  was,  however,  the  influence  of  fuperftition 
that  gave  rife  to  thefe  and  other  ceremonies  equally  repugnant 
to  the  didtates  of  nature  and  common  fenfe  j — one  of  which 
appears  at  firft  extraordinary  and  incredible,  but  it  is  too  well 
attefted  to  be  denied.  On  the  birth  of  his  firft  fon  the 
father  retired  to  his  bed,  and  fafted  with  a  ftridlnefs  that  often 
endangered  life  foj.  Lafitau,  obferving  that  the  fame  cuftom 
was  pradlifed  by  the  Tybarenians  of  Afia,  and  the  Iberians 
or  ancient  inhabitants  of  Spain,  and  is  ftill  in  ufe  among 
the  people  of  Japan,  not  only  urges  this  circumftance  as  a 
proof,  among  others,  that  the  new  world  was  peopled  from 
the  old,  but  pretends  to  difcover  in  it  alfo  fome  traces  of  the 
dodtrine  of  original  fin  :    he  fuppofqs  that  the  fevere  penance 

(m)  Labat,  torn.  iv.  p.  304. 

(n)  Gumilla,  Adair,  Du  Tertre,  and  others. 

(0)  Du  Tertre,  torn.  ii.  371,  373.  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  xxili.  p.  550. 
Labat,  torn.  iv.  p  368.  Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  49.  NieuhofF  relates,  that  tliis 
pradice  prevails  likewife  among  the  natives  of  BrafiL  Churchill's  Voyages, 
vol.  ii.  p.  133, 

§  thus 
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thus  voluntarily  fubmitted  to  by  the  father,  was  at  firfl  in- 
flituted  in  the  pious  view  of  protedting  his  iflue  from  the 
contagion  of  hereditary  guilt,  averting  the  wrath  of  offended 
omnipotence  at  the  crime  of  our  firfl  parents,  and  expiating 
their  guilt  hy  bis  fufferings  (p). 

The  ancient  Thracians,  as  we  are  informed  by  Herodotus, 
when  a  male  child  was  brought  into  the  world,  lamented  over 
him  in  fad  vaticination  of  his  defliny,  and]  they  rejoiced  when 
he  was  releafed  by  death  from  thofe  miferies  which  they  con- 
lidered  as  his  inevitable  portion  in  life :  but,  whatever  might 
have  been  the  motives  that  firfl  induced  the  Charaibes  to  do 
penance  on  fuch  occafions,  it  would  feem  that  grief  and  de- 
jedlion  had  no  great  fhare  in  it ;  for  the  ceremony  of  fafling 
was  immediately  fucceeded  by  rejoicing  and  triumph,  by 
drunkennefs  and  debauchery.  Their  lamentations  for  the 
dead,  feem  to  have  arifen  from  the  more  laudable  didlates  of 
genuine  nature  i  for,  unlike  the  Thracians  on  thefe  folemnities, 
they  not  only  defpoiled  their  hair,  as  we  have  before  related, 
but  when  the  mafler  -of  the  family  died,  the  furviving  re- 
lations, after  burying  the  corpfe  in  the  centre  of  his  own 
dwelling,  with  many  demonflrations  of  unafFedled  grief, 
quitted  the  houfe  altogether,  and  erefted  another  in  a  diflant 
iituation  (q). 

(p)  Lafitau,  torn.  i.  p.  257. 

(j)  Labat,  torn.  iv.  p.  367.  They  placed  the  dead  body  in  the  grave  in  a 
fitting  pofture,  with  the  knees  to  the  chin.  Lafitau,  torn.  ii.  p.  407.  Du 
Terlre,  torn  ii.  p.  402. 

Unfortunately, 
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Unfortunately,  however,  if  now  and  thenwediftinguiih    C  ftA.K 
among  them  fome  faint  traces  of  rational  piety,,  our  fatisfacSion  ^* 

is  o£  fhort  continuance  i 

No  light,  but  rather  darknefs  vifible. 

Serves  only  to  difcover  fights  of  woe  r  NTilton., 

or  it  is  a  hght  that  glimmers  for  a  momept^  and  then  fqts  ii) 
blood* 

It  is  allerted,  and  I  believe  with  ti'uth,  that  the  cxped:a-^ 
tion  of  a  future  ftate  has  prevailed  amongft  all  mankinds  in  -dll. 
ages  and  countries  of  the  world.  It  is  certain,  that  it  prevailed 
among  the  Charaibes  frj;  who  not  only  believed  that  death  wa^ 
not  the  final £xtiji<^ion  of  their  being,  but  pleafed  themfelves 
alfo  with  the  fond  conceit  that  their  departed  relations  wera 
fecret  fpedlators  of  their  condu<fl  j — that  they  flill  fympathized 
in  their  fufferings,  and  participated  in  their  welfare.  To  thefe 
notions,  fo  flattering  to  our  wifhes,— perhaps  congenial  to  our 
nature, — they  added  others  of  a  di'eadful  tendency  j  for,  con-, 
fidering  the  foul  as  fufceptible  of  the  fame  impreffions,  and 
obnoxious  to  the  fame  paffions,  as  when  allied  to  the  body,  i^ 
was  thought  a  religious  duty  to  their  deceafed  heroes,  to  facri- 
fice  at  their  funerals  fome  of  the  captives  which  had  beea 
taken  in  battle  fsj.  Immortality  feemed  a  curfe  without  mili- 
tary glory :  they  allotted  to  the  virtuous  and  the  brave  the. 
enjoyment  of  fupreme  felicity,  with  their  wives  and  their  cap,-. 

(r)  Rochefort,  liv.  ii.  c.  14.  485.     Du  Tertre,  torn.  ii.  p.  372. 
(s)   Pvochefort,  c.  xix.  p.  484.     Du  Tertre,  c.  ii.  p.  412.     Purchas,  vol.  iv. 
p.  1274. 

Vol.  I.  H  tives^ 
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tives,  ifi  a  ibrt  of  Mahometan  paradife.  To  the  degenerate  and 
the  cowardly  they  afligned  a  far  different  portion :  thefe  they 
doomed  to  everlafting  banifhment  beyond  the  mountains  j — 
to  unremitting  labour  in  employments  thatdifgrace  manhood; 
—and  this  difgrace  they  fuppofed  would  be  heightened  by 
the  greateft  of  all  afflidlions,  captivity  and  fervitude  among 
tiie  Arrowauks  (t). 

One  would  imagine  that  this  idea  of  a  ftate  of  retribution 

after  death,  neceffarily  flowed  from  a  well-founded  belief  in 

the  exiftence  of  ac  all- wife  and  almighty  Governor  -and  Judge 

of  the  Univerfe  j  but  we  are  told,  notwithflanding,  that  the 

minds  of  the  Charaibes  were  not  elevated   to   this   height. 

"**  They  admitted,"  fays  Rocliefort,  "  that  the  earth  was  their 

*'  bountiful  parent,  which  yielded  them  all  the  good  things  of 

^*  life,  but  they  were  fo  lamentably  funk  in  darknefs  and  bru- 

"  tality,  as  to  have  formed  no  conception  of  its  beneficent 

"  Creator^  through   the   continual    energy  of   whofe    divine 

"  influence  alone  it  yields  any  thing.     They  had  not  even  a 

^*  name  for  the  Deity  (u)"    Other  writers,  however,  of  equal 

authority  (x),  and  even  the  fame  writer  elfewhere  (y),  prefent 

us  with  a  different  reprefentation  in  this  refpedt,  and  allow 

that    the    Charaibes  entertained  an   awful  fenfe    (perplexed 

indeed  and  indiflindl)  of  one  great  univerfal  caufe, — of  a  fupe- 

rior,   wife,   and   invifible    Being,  of  abfolute  and  irrefiflible 

{i)  Rochefort,  c.  xiv.  p.  485. 
(u)  Rochefort,  c.  xiii.  p.  469. 
(x)  Du  Tertre,  torn.  ii.  p.  364. 
,{y)  Rochefort,  c.  xiv. 

power. 
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power  (z). — Like  the  ancient  heathens,  the}- admitted  alio  the 
ap-ency  of  fubordinate  divinities. — They  even  fuppofed,  that 
each  individual  perfon  had  his  peculiar  protedor  or  tutelary 
deity  (a).  Nor  is  it  true,  as  affirmed  by  fome  authors,  that 
they  had  no  notion  of  praftical  w^orfliip  j  for,  befides  the, 
funeralceremonies  above-mentioned,  w^hich  arofe  furely  from 
a  fenfe  of  miflaken  piety,  they  had  their  lares  and  penates» 
gods  of  their  own  creating,  intended  as  fymbols  probably  of 
their  invifible  deities,  to  whom  they  oifered  facrifices,  fimilar 
to  thofe  of  the  ancient  Romans  in  their  days  of  fimplicity  and 
virtue  (b).  It  was  their  cuftom  to  ere£t  in  every  cottage  a 
ruftic  altar,  compofed  of  banana  leaves  and  ruflies,  whereon 
they  occafionally  placed  the  earlieft  of  their  fruits,  and  the 
choiceft  of  their  viands,  as  humble  peace-offeripgs  through 
the  mediation  of  their  inferior  deities  to  incenfed  Omnipo- 

{%)  The  GalLbis  Indians,  or  Charaibes  of  South  America,  from  whom  I  have 
fuppofed  the  Infular  Charaibes  to  have  been  immediately  defcended,  named  the 
Supreme  Being  Tamoujfi,  or  Univerfal  Father, — Barrere. 

(a)  Rochefort,  c.  xiii.  p.  471. 

(b)  Mr.  Hughes,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  makes  mention  of  many  frag- 
ments of  Indian  idols  dug  up  in  that  ifland,  which  were  compofed  of  the  lame 
materials  as  their  earthen  veffels  above-mentioned. — "  I  faw  the  head  of  one" 
(continues  he)  "  which  alone  weighed  above  fixty  pounds.  This,  before  it 
"  was  broken  off,  flood  upon  an  oval  pedeftal  about  three  feet  in  height. 
"  The  heads  of  all  the  others  were  very  fmall.  Thefe  lelTer  idols  were  in  all 
"  probability  their  Penates,  made  fmall  for  the  eafe  and  conveniency  of  being 
^'  carried  with  them  in  their  feveral  journeys,  as  the  larger  fort  were  perhaps 
"  defigned  for  fome  ftated  places  of  worfliip." — 

Natural  Hiftory  of  Barbadoes,  p.  7. 

H  2  tence ; 
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tence  fcj.;  for  It  is  admitted,  that  their  devotions  confifleH 
lefs  in  the  efFuftons  of  thankfulnefs,  than  in  deprecations  of 
wrrlth  ;■ — but  herein  -neither  were  they  diftiaguiihable  from 
the  reft  of  mankind,  either  in  the  old  world  or  the  new.  We 
can  all  "forget  benefits  though  we  implore  mercy.     Strange 

-however  it  is,  that  the  fame  authors  who  accufe  them  of 
atheifm,  fliould  accufe  them- like wifcj  in  the  fame  moment,  of' 

^polytheifm' and  idolatry. 

•Atheists  they  certainly  were  not;  and  though  they  clid 
p,ot  maintain  the  dodlrine  of  pure  Theifm,  yet  their  idolatry 
was  probably  founded  on  circumflances,  the  moral  influence 

•  of  which  has  not  hitherto,  I  think,  been  fufficiently  noticed. 
If  their  devotion,  as  we  have  feen,  was  the  offspring,  not  of 
gratitude,  but  of  fear :^-^-if  they  were  lefs  fenfible  of  the  good- 
nefs,  than  terrified  at  the  judgments  of  the  Almighty;  ^it 
fiiould  alfo  be  remem"bered,that  in  tliefe  xlihnates  the  tremen- 
dous irregularities -of  nature  are  dreadfully  frequent;— the  hur- 
ricane-tha:!  fweeps  nations  to  th-e  deep,  and  tlie -earthquake 

"that  fwallpws  continents  in  his  bofom.— ^Let  us  not  then  haftily 
affix  the  charge  of  impiety  on  -thefe  fimple  people,  if,  when 
they-beheld  the  elements  combine  for  their  deftrudion,  th^y 
confidered 'the  Divine  Being  as  infinite  indeed  in  power,  but 
fevere  in  his  juflice,  and  inexora:ble  in  his  anger.  Under  this 
inipreffion,  it  is  nof  wonderful  that  the  mind,  Ihurtibled  to  the 
dufl  in  the  confcioufnefs  of  its  own   imbecility,  and  fcarce 

(c)  Lafitaii,  torn.  i.  p.  179.  Rochefott,  c.  xiii.  p.  472,  Du  Tettre, 
torn,  ii.^p.  ^6. 

daring 
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flaring  to  lift  up  a  thought  to  the  Great  Caufe  of  all  things,    CHAP. 
Ihould  fondly  wilh  for  fome  mild  and  gracious  interpreter ;  ^^• 

■fome  amiable  intermediate  agent  in  whom  to  repofe  with  con- 
fidence, as  in  a  guardianand  a  friend.  This  defire  encreafing,  is 
at  length  exalted  to  belief.  The  foul,  feeking  refuge  from  Its 
own  appreheniions,  creates  ima^nary  beings,  by  whofe  media- 
tion it  hopes  to  render  itfeif  .lefs  defpicable  in  the  fight  of  the 
Suppeme,  To  thefe  its  devotions  are  intruded,  and  its  adora- 
tions paid  :  and  while  wc  lament  the  blindnefs  of  thefe  poor 
favages,  and  exult  in  our  own  fuperiority  in  this  refpedl,  let  us 
not- forget,  that  in  the  moft  cultivated  periods  of  the  human 
underftanding,  (before  the  light  of  revelation  was  gracioufly 
difplayed)  a  fimilar  fuperftition  wa5  pradtifed  by  all  the  various 
nations  of  the  heathen  world  j  of  which,  not  one  perhaps  had 
fo  fiirong  an  apology  to  plead  as  the  Charaibes. 

These  obfervations,  liowever,  extend  only  to  the  fair  fide 
of  their  religion,  the  worihip  of  benevolent  deities.  A  darker 
fuperflition  likewife  prevailed  among  all  the  unenlightened 
inhabitants  of  thefe  climates  -,  for  they  not  only  believed  in 
the  exiflence  of  demons  and  evil  fpirits,  but  offered  to  .them 
alfo  by- the  hands  of  their  Boyez,  or  pretended  magicians,  facri- 
fices  and  worfhip  ;  wounding  themlelve^,  on  fuch  felemnities, 
with  an  inftrument  made  of  the  teeth  of  the  agouti ;  which  in- 
flifted  horrible  gafhes  ',  conceiving,  perhaps,  that  the  malignant 
powers  delighted  in  groans  and  mifery,  and  were  to  be  appeafed 
^enly   by  human  blood  fdj.     I  am  of  opinion,  nevertheleft, 

(d)  Da  Tcrtre,  torn.  ii.  p.  365. 
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that  even  this  latter  fpecies  of  idolatry  originated  in  reverential 
piety,  and  an  awful  fenfe  of  almighty  power  and  infinite  per- 
feftion.  That  we  receive  both  good  and  evil  at  the  hands  of 
God,  and  that  the  Supreme  Being  is  equally  wile  and  benevo- 
lent in  the  difpenfation  of  both,  are   truths   which  we  are 

'taught,  as  well  by  cultivated  reafon^  as  by  holy  writ;  but  they 
are  truths,  to  the  right  apprehenfion  of  which  uncivilized  man 
was  perhaps  at  all  times  unequal.  The  favage,  indeed,  amidffc 
the  deftrudive  terrors  of  the  hurricane  and  the  earthquake, 
might  eafily  conclude  that  nothing  lefs  than  Omnipotence  it- 
felf,  "  vifiting  the  nations  in  his  wrath,"  could  thus  harrow  up 
the  world ;  but  the  lefTer  calamities  of  daily  occurrence, — the 
various  appearances  of  phyfical  and  moral  evil  vvlaich  hourly 
embitter  life,  he  dared  not  afcribe  to  an  all-perfed  and  mer- 
ciful Being.  To  his  limited  conception,  fuch  a  conclufion  was 
derogatory  from  divine  juftice,  and  irreconcileable  with  infinite 
wifdom.  To  what  then  would  he  impute  thefe  terrifying  and 
inexplicable  phenomena,  but  to  the  malignant  influence  of 
impure  fpirits  and  aereal  demons  ?  The  profanations  built  on 
fuch  notions  certainly  throw  a  light  on  the  Chriftian  religion, 

~  if  they  ferve  not  as  a  collateral  evidence  of  its  divine  origin. 

A  MINUTE  detail  of  the  rites  and  ceremonies  which  thefe, 
and  other  religious  tenets,  gave  birth  to  among  the  Charaibes, 
moft  of  them  unamiable,  many  of  them  cruel,  together  with  an 
illuftration  of  their  conformity  to  the  fuperftitions  of  the  Pagan 
theology,  would  lead  me  too  far ;  nor  is  fuch  a  difquiiition 
necefiary.  It  is  fufficient  for  me  to  have  fhewn,  that  the 
foundations  of  true  religion,  the  belief  of  a  Deity,  and  the  ex- 
9  '   pedtation 
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j)e6bation  of  a  future  ftate,  (to  borrow  the  expreflion  of  an 
eloquent  prelate)  "  are  no  lefs  conformable  to  the  firfl  natural 
■**  apprehenfions  of  the  untutored  mind,  than  to  the  founded 
*'  principles  of  philofophy  [e)" 

I  HAVE  thus  feledled  and  combined,  from  a  mals  of  difcor- 
dant  materials,  a  few  ftriking  particulars  in  the  charader,  man- 
ners and  cuftoms  of  the  ancient  inhabitants  of  the  Charaibean 
Illands.  The  .pidure  is  not  pleafingj  but  as  I  have  elfewhere 
obferved,  it  may  lead  to  fome  important  conclufionsi  for, 
befides  corred;ing  many  wild  and  extravagant  fancies  which 
are  afloat  in  the  world  refpeding  the  influence  of  climate  on 
•the  powers  of  the  mind,  it  may  tend  to  demonftrate  the  abfur- 
idity  of  that  hypothefis  of  fome  eminent  philofophers,  which 
pronounces  iavage  life  the  genuine  fource  of  unpolluted  hap- 
pinefs  J- — falfely  deeming  it  a  ftate  conformable  to  our  nature, 
and  conftituting  the  perfection  of  it.  It  is  indeed  no  eafy  taflc, 
as  RoufTeau  obferves,  to  difcriminate  properly  between  what 
is  originally  natural,  and  what  is  acquired,  in  the  prefent  con- 
ftitution  of  man:  yet  thus  much  may  be  concluded,  from  the 
account  I  have  given  of  the  Charaibes,  that  they  derived  their 
furious  and  fanguinary  difpofition — not  from  the  diilates  of 
nature — but  from  the  perverflon  and  abufe  of  fome  of  her 
nobleft  endowments.  Civilization  and  fcience  would  not  only 
have  given  them  gentler  manners,  but  probably  have  eradicated 
ajfo  many  of  their  barbarous  rites  and  gloomy  fuperftitions, 
■either  by  the  introduction  of  a  purer  religion,  or  by  giving 

!{e)  Bifliop  of  Chefter's  Sermons. 
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energy  and  effed:  to  thofe  latent  important  principles,  which 
I  have  fhewn  had  a  foundation  among  them.  But  while  I 
adinit  the  neceffity  and  benevolent  efficacy  of  improved  man- 
ners and  focial  intercourfe ;  conceiving  that  man-  by  the  culti- 
vation of  his  reafon,  and  the  exercife  of  his  faculties^  alone 
anfwers  the  end  of  his  creation;  I  am  far  from  concurring  with 
another  clafs  of  philofophers,  who,  widely  differing  from  the 
former,  confider  a  flate  ef  pure  nature  as  a  ilate  of  unrelent- 
ing ferocity  and  reciprocal  hoftility ;  maintaining,  that  all  the 
foft  and  tender  affections  are  not  originally  implanted  in  us, 
but  are  fuperinduced  by  education  and  reflexion.  A  retrofpeil 
to  what  has  been  related  of  the  Charaibes  will  {hew  the  fallacy 
of  this  opinion.  Man,  as  he  comes  from  the  hands  of  his 
Creator,  is  every  where  conffituted  a  mild  and  a  merciful  be- 
ing. It  was  by  rigid  difcipline  and  barbarous  example,  that 
the  Charaibe  nation  trained  up  their  youth  to  fuffer  with  forti- 
tude, and  to  infli<5l  without  pity  the  utmoft  exertions  of  hu- 
man vengeance.  The  dictates  of  nature  were  as  much  violated 
by  thofe  enormities  of  favage  life,  as  they  are  fuppreffed  by  the 
cold  unfeeling  apathy  of  philofophical  refinement.  StilU  how- 
ever, to  the  honour  of  humanity,  it  is  as  certain  that  compaf- 
lion  and  kindnefs  are  among  the  earlieft  propenfities  of  our 
nature,  as  that  they  conftitute  the  chief  ornament  and  the 
happinefs  of  it.  Of  this  truth  our  next  refearches  will  furnifh- 
a  pleafing  example. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     in. 

'Ofthe  Natives  of  Hifpanhhy  Cuba,  "Jamaica,  and  Porfo-Rtco.-^ 
Their  Origin. — Numbers. — Perfons. — Genius  and  Difpofi" 
tions. — Government  and  Religion. — Mifcella?ieous  Obfervations 
refpeBing  their  Arts,  ManufaBures  and  Agriculture,  Cruelty 
of  the  Spaniards,  &c. 

I  AM  now  to  give  feme  account  of  a  mild  and  comparatively 
cultivated  people,  the  ancient  natives  of  Hifpaniola  (a), 
Cuba  (b),  Jamaica,  and  Porto-Rico  (e)  ;  for  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  inhabitants  of  all  thofe  illands  were  of  one  common 
origin, — fpeaking  the  fame  language, — poiTefling  the  fame  in- 
ftitutions,  and  pradliiing  limilar  fuperftitions.  Columbus  him- 
felf  treats  of  them  as  fuchj  and  the  teftimony  of  many  cotem- 
porary  hiftorians  confirm   his  opinion.     It   appears   likewife 

(a)  Hifpaniola  was  called  by  the  natives  Haiti  or  j^yti,  which  figniiies  mou«- 
tainous  j  and  I  conceive  the  fame  word  has  the  fame  meaning  in  the  iflands  of  the 
fouth  fea. 

(b)  Cula  was  the  Indian  name.  It  was  not  difcovered  to  be  an  ifland  until 
the  year  1508,  when  a  captain,  named  Sebaftian,  failed  round  it  by  order  of  Ni- 
cholas Ovando.  It  was  firft  planted  by  the  Spaniards  in  151 1  j  in  that  year  Jago 
Velafquez  went  thither  with  300  men,  and  fettled  on  the  fouth  coalt,  near  to  a 
port  which  he  called  by  his  own  name,  (a  name  it  flill  bears)  arid  which  for  extent 
and  fecurity  may  be  reckoned  one  ofthe  fineft  in  the  world. 

(c)  The  Indian  name  of  Porto-Rico  was  Boriquea.  It  was  difcovered  by 
Columbus,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  but  lirft  explored  by  Juan  Ponce  de  Leon» 
m  1508. 

Vol.  I.  I  frotifl 
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from  the  information  of  Las  Cafas,  the  Biiliop  of  Chiapa,  to- 
the  Emperor  Charles  V.  that  moft  of  the  natives-  of  Trinidad 
fdj  were  of  the  fame  nation ;  the  extent  and  natural  flrength 
of  that  ifiand,  as  of  the  others  above-mentioned,  having  pro- 
tedled  them,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  depredations  of  the 
Charaibes^ 

I  HAVE  elfewhere  related  that  they  were  confidered  by  thefe 
Barbarians  as  defcended  from  a  Colony  of  Arrowauks,  a  people 
of  Guiana  J  and  there  can  be  no  good  reafon  to  fuppofe  that 
the  Charaibes  were  mifinformed  in  this  particular. — The  evi- 
dence of  Raleigh,  and  others  who  vifited  both  Guiana  and  Tri:- 
nidad  two  centuries  ago,  might  be  adduced  ia  fuppart  of  their 
opinion.     Thefe  voyagers  pronounce  the  ancient  inhabitants 
of  Trinidad  to  belong  precifely  to  the  Arwacks  or  ArrowauL 
nation  of  the  Continent;,  a  race  of  Indiaas  to  whofe  noble  qua- 
lities the  moft  honourable  teftimony  is  borne  by  every  traveller 
that  has  vifited  them,  and  recorded  his  obfervations.     And 
here,  all  enquiry  concerning  the  origin  of  our  iflanders  feems: 
t-o  terminate.     It  is  indeed  extremely  probable  that  all  the  va- 
rious nations  of  this  part  of  the  new  world,  except  only  the 
Charaibes,  emigrated  anciently  from  the  great  hive  of  the 
Mexican  empire.     Juan  de  Grijalva,  one  of  the  adventurers 
from  Cuba  in  1518,  found  a  people  who  fpoke  the  language 

(d)  Trinidad  was  difcovered  by  Columbus  in  his  third  voyage,  and  was  named 
by  him  after  the  Holy  Trinity,  becaufe,  fays  Herrera,  having  been  in  great  dan- 
ger, in  a  violent  ftorm,  he  made  a  vow  to  give  that  name  to  the  firft  land  he 
fhould  find ;  foon  after  which  a  failor,  in  the  main-top,  faw  three  points  of  land, 
whereby  the  name  fitted  every  way  to  his  vow. 

5-  «£ 
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of  that  ifland,  on  the  coaft  of  Jucatan  (e) ;  but  at  what  period 
fuch  emigrations  were  made;  whether  the  Charaibes  were 
previcufly  pofleffed  of  the  widely  extended  coaft  that  bounds 
the  Atlantic,  or,  in  pofterior  ages,  accidentally  found  their  way 
thither  by  fea,  from  the  ancient  Continent — {perhaps  by  their 
invafion  giving  birth  to  that  hereditary  and  unconquerable 
hatred  which  ftiil  prevails  between  them  and  the  other  Indian 
nations) — thefe  are  points  concerning  which,  as  it  is  impoffiblc  , 
to  determine,  it  is  in  vain  to  enquire. 

In  eftimating  the  number  of  our  iflanders,  when  iirft  dif- 
covered  by  Columbus,  hiftorians  widely  differ.  Las  Cafas 
computes  them  at  fix  millions  in  the  whole ;  but  the  natives 
of  Hifpaniola  were  reckoned  by  Oviedo  at  one  million  only, 
and  by  Martyr,  who  wrote  on  the  authority  of  Columbus,  at 
1,200,000,  and  this  laft  account  is  probably  the  moft  corredb. 
Judging  of  the  other  iflands  by  that,  and  fuppofing  the  popu- 
lation of  each  to  be  nearly  the  fame  in  proportion  to  its  extent, 
the  whole  number  will  fall  greatly  fliort  of  the  computation 
of  Las  Cafas.  Perhaps  if  we  fix  on  three  millions,  inftead  of 
fix,  as  the  total,  we  fhall  approach  as  near  the  truth  as  poffible, 
on  a  queftion  that  admits  not  of  minute  accuracy.  Indeed 
fuch  are  the  accounts  of  the  horrible  carnage  of  thefe  poor 
people  by  the  Spaniards,  that  we  are  naturally  led  to  hope  their 
original  numbers  muft  have  been  greatly  exaggerated;  firft  by 
the  affociates  of  Columbus,  from  a  fond  and  excufable  pro- 
penfity  to  magnify  the  merit  and  importance  of  their  difco- 

(e)  P.  Martyr,  Decad,  iii.  lib.  x. 

I  2  veries. 
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BOOK    varies,  as  undoubtedly  they  were  afterwards  by  the  worthy  pre- 

!•  late  I  have  quoted,  in  the  warmth  of  his  honeft  indignation  at 

the  bloody  proceedings  of  his  countrymen  :  with  whom,  indeed, 

every  man  of  a  humane  and  reflecting  mind,  mufl  blufh  to 

confefs  himfelf  of  the  fame  imture  and  fpecies  I 

But,  not  to  anticipate  obfervations  that  will  rnore  properly 
appear  hereafter,  I  fhall  now  proceed  to  the  confideration, — 
I.  Of  their  perfons  and  peribnal  endowments:.  IL.  Their  in-- 
telledlual  faculties  and  difpofitions :.  III.  Their  political  inili- 
tutions  :  IV.  Their  religious  rites.  Such  fubordinate  particu- 
lars as  are  not  eafily  reducible  to  either  of  thofe  heads,  will; 
conclude  the  prefent  chapter^ 

I.  Both  men  and  women  wore  nothing  more  than  a  flight: 
covering  of  cotton  cloth  round  the  waift ;  but.  in  the  women  it 
extended  to  the  knees^  the  children  of  both  fexes  appeared  en- 
tirely naked.  In  ilature  they  were  taller  but  lefs  robufl  than; 
the  Charaibes  ffj.  Their  colour  was  a  clear  brown ;  not  deep- 
er, in  general,  according  to  Columbus,  than  that  of  a  Spanifli 
peafant  who  has  been  much  expofed  to  the  wind  and^  the 
fun  fgj.  Like  the  Charaibes  they  altered  the  natural  configu-- 
ration  of  the  head  in  infancy  i  but  after,  a  different  mode/A  J '^-_ 
and  by  this  pradtice,  fays  Herrera,  the  crown  was  fo  ftrength-- 
ened  that  a  Spanifh  broad-fword,  inftead  of  cleaving,  the  fkuU; 

(f)  Oviedo,  Som.  -  (g)  ¥.  Col.  c.  xxiii. 

(h)  The Jinciput,  or  fore-part  of  the  head  from  the  eye-brows  to  the  coronal: 
future,  was  depreffed,  which  gave  aa  unnatural  thicknefs  and  elevation  to  the 
ecciput)  or  hinder  part  of  the  fkull. 

St. 
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&t  a  ftroke,  would  frequently  break  fhort  upon  It  f'ij ;  an 
iUuftration  which  gives  an  admirable  idea  of  the  clemency  of 
their  conquerors  .'•  Their  hair  was  uniformly  black,  without 
any  tendency  tocurl;  their  features  were  hard  and  unfightlyj. 
the  face  broad,  and  the  nofe  flat;,  but  their  eyes  ftreamed  with 
good  nature^  and  altogether  there  was  fomething  pleafing  and 
inviting  in  the  countenances  of  moft  of  them,  which  proclaim-^ 
ed  a  frank  and  gentle  difpofiticn.  It  was  an  honeft  face,  coarfe, 
but  not  gloomy ;  for  it  was  enlivened  by  confidence,  and  foft^- 
ened  by  compaffion.. 

Much  has  been  fuggefled  by  modern  philofophers,  concern- 
iiig  a  fuppofed  feeblenefs  in  their  perfons  and  conftitutlons.- 
They  are  reprefented  to  have  been  incapable,  of  the  frnallefl 
degree  of  labour,  incurably  indolent,  and  infenfible  even  to  the 
attraftions  of  beauty,  and  the  influence  of  love  fkj.   This  won-  ' 
derfiil  debility  and  coldnefs  have  been  attributed  by  fome  writers - 
to  a  vegetable  diet:  by  others,  it  is  -  pretended .  that  they  de- 
rived from  nature  lefs  appetite  for  food  than  the  natives  of 
Europe ;  but  nothing  can.more  ftrongly  demonftrate  the  indo- 
lent inattention  of  hiftorians,  than  their  combining,  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  in  one  and  the  fame  charadler.     An  infenflbility,., 
or  contemptuous  difregard,  towards   the   female   fex,   was  a^ 
feature  peculiar  to  the  Charaibes ;  who  however,  as  we  have 
feen,  were  robuft  and  vigorous  in  their  perfons,  and  infatiably 
voracious  of  food.     It  conflituted  no  part  of  the  difpofition 

(i)  Herrera,  lib.  i.  c.  xvi.  who  copies  this  circumftance  from  Oviedo. 
^/ Robertfon,  BufFon,  De  Pauw,  and  others, 

of 
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of  our  Iflanders  j  amongft  whom  an  attachment  to  the  fex  was 
remarkably  confpicuous.  Love,  with  this  happy  people,  was 
not  a  tranlient  and  youthful  ardour  only;  but  the  fource  of 
all  their  pleafures,  and  the  chief  bulinefs  of  life  :  for  not  being, 
like  the  Charaibes,  oppreffed  bv  the  weight  of  perpetual  folici- 
tude,  and  tormented  by  an  unquenchable  thiril  of  revenge,- 
they  gave  full  indulgence  to  the  inflinfts  of  nature,  while  the 
influence  of  the  climate  heightened  the  fenfibility  of  the 
paffions  fij. 

In  truth,  an  exceffive  fenfuality  was  among  the  greatefl: 
defeats  in  their  charadter :  and  to  this  caufe  alone  is  imputed, 
by  fome  writers,  the  origin  of  that  dreadful  difeafe,  with  the 
inflidtion  of  which  they  have  almofl  revenged  the  calamities 
brought  up6n  them  by  the  avarice  of  Europe  : — if  indeed  the 
venereal  contagion  was  firft  introduced  into  Spain  from  thele 
iflands  -,  a  conclufion  to  which,  notwithftanding  all  that  has 
"been  written  in  fupport  of  it,  an  attentive  enquirer  will  Hill 
helitate  to  fubfcribe  fmj. 

That 

(I)  See  Oviedo,  lib.  v.  c.  iii.  We  have  nearly  the  fame  account  at  this  day 
of  the  Arrowauks  of  Guiana.  "  In  their  natural  difpofition"  (fays  Bancroft) 
"  they  are  amorous  and  wanton;"  and  Barrere  obferves,  "  Us  font  lubriques 
*>^  ak.fupreme  degre."  It  is  related  by  Herrera,  that  a  deity  fimilar  to  the  Venus 
of  antiquity,  was  one  of  the  Divinities  of  the  Tlafcalans^  a  people  of  Mexico. 

(m)  "  The  venereal  difeafe"  (fays  Oviedo)  "  was  certainly  introduced  into 
"  Europe  from  thefe  iflands,  where  the  beft  medicine  for  the  cure  of  it,  the 
^^  'Guaiaciim,  is  alfo  found;  the  Almighty  fo  remembering  mercy  in  judgment 
■"  that,  when  our  fms  provoke  punifhment,  he  fends  likewife  a  remedy. — I  was 
"  acquainted  with  many  perfons  who  accompanied  Columbus  in  his  firft  and 
"  fecond  voyages,  and  fufFered  of  this  difeafe;  one  of  whom  was  Pedro  Marga- 

«  rite. 
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TiTAT  a  people  who  polTefled  the  means  of  gratifying  every     CHAP, 
inclination  v/ithout  labour,  fhould  fometimes  incline  to  be  indo-         I'L 
lent,  is  a  circumftance  not  very  extraordinary.     As  the  vv^ants 

«  rite,  a  man  much  refpefled  of  the  King  and  Queen.-  In  the  year  1496  it 
«  began  to  fpread  in  Europe,  and  the  phyficians  were  wholly  at  a  lofs  in  what 
"manner  to  treat  it. — When,  after  this,  Gonzales  Fernandes  de  Cordova  was 
«  fent  with  an  army  by  his  Catholic  Majefty  on  behalf  of  Ferdinand  the 
"  Second  King  of  Naples,  fome  infe£ted  perfons  accompanied  that  army,  and 
"  by  intercourfe  with  the  women,  fpread  the  difeafe  among  the  Italians  and 
"  the  French;  both  which  nations  had  fucceffively  the  honour  of  giving  it  a 
«  name ;  but  in  truth  it  came  originally  from  Hifpaniola,  where  it  was  very 
"  common,  as  was  like  wife  the  remedy." 

This  account  is  fufficiently  particular ;  neverthelefs  there  is  reafon  to  believe 
that  the  venereal  infeftion  was  known  in  Europe  many  centuries  before  the 
difcovery  of  America;  although  it  is  poffible  it  might  have  broke  out  with 
renewed  violence  about  the  time  of  Columbus's  return  from  his  iirfl:  expedi- 
tion.— This  was  the  era  of  wonder,  and  probably  the  infrequency  of  the  con- 
tagion before  that  period,  gave  colour  to  a  report,  perhaps  at  firft  malicioufly 
propagated  by  fome  who  envied  the  fuccefs  of  Columbus,  that  this  difeafe  was 
ene  of  the  fruits  of  his  celebrated  enterprizcr  It  is  impoflible,  in  the  fpace  of  a 
marginal  note,  to  enter  deeply  into  this  fubje(3:;  neither  does  the  full  invefti- 
gation  of  it  come  within  the  defiga  of  my  work.  I  therefore  refer  fuch  of  my 
readers  as  are  defirous  of  forming  a  decided  opinion  on  the  quefHon,  to  the 
Philof.  Tranfaftions,  vol.  xxvii.  and  vol.  xxxi.  (No.  365  and  No.  1 1 )  alfo  to  two 
learned  treatifes  on  the  fubje£t  by  Mr.  Sanches,  publifhed  at  Paris  1772  and 
1774,  and  to  the  authorities  referred  to  by  Mr.  Forfter  in  his  "  Obfervations 
"  made  during  a  Voyage  round  the  World,"  p,  492.  Kf"  In  Stow's  Survey 
of  London,  vol.  ii.  p.  7.  is  preferved  a  copy  of  the  rules  or  regulations 
eftabliflied  by  Parliament  in  the  eighth  year  of  Henry  the  Second,  for  the 
government  of  the  licenfed  ftews  in  Southwark,  among  which  I  find  the  fol- 
lowing, "  No  ftewholder  to  keep  any  woman  that  hath  the  perilous  infirmity 
"-  of  burning,"    This  was  330  years  before  the  voyage  of  Columbus. 

of 
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BOOK    of  nature  were  fupplied  almofl  fpontaneoufly,  and  no  cover- 
^-  ing  was  abfolutely  requifite  but  the  fhade,  that  neceflity  which 

urges  men  to  adtion,  and,  by  exercife,  invigorates  the  fibres, 
.  was  here  wholly  unknown.  It  'is  pi-obable  therefore  that  in 
mufcular  ftrength  the  natives  were  inferior  to  their  invaders, 
and  being  lefs  accuftomed  to  labour,  they  might  alfo  require 
lefs  nourifhment.  Thefe  conclufions  may  be  admitted  with- 
out fuppofing  any  degradation  of  their  nature,  and  with  no 
very  unfavourable  impreffion  of  the  climate.  Their  limbs 
however  were  pliant  and  adlive,  and  in  their  motions  they 
difplayed  both  gracefulnefs  and  eafe.  Their  agility  was  emi- 
nently confpicuous  in  their  dances ;  wlierein  they  delighted 
and  excelled ;  devoting  the  cool  hours  of  night  to  this  employ- 
ment [nj.  It  was  their  cuftom,  fays  Herrera,  to  dance  from 
evening  to  the  dawn ;  and  although  fifty  thoufand  men  and 
women  were  frequently  affembled  together  on  thefe  occafions, 
,  they  feemed  actuated  by  one  common  impulfe,  keeping  time  by 
refponfive  motions  of  their  hands,  feet,  and  bodies,  with  an 
exadlnefs  that  was  wonderful  ^oj.  Thefe  public  dances  (for 
they  had  others  highly  licentious)  were  appropriated  to  parti- 
cular folemnities,  and  being  accompanied  with  hiftorical  fongs, 
were  called  Arietoes ;  a  fingular  feature  in  their  political  infti- 
tutiona,  of  which  I  fliall  prefently  fpeak. 

Besides   the  exercife  of  dancing,   another  diverfion  was 
prevalent  among  them  which  they  called  Bato  j  and  it  appears 

(n)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii.  c.  vii. 
f  oj  Herrera,  lib.  ix.  c.  ii. 

from 
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from  the  account  given  of  it  by  the  Spanifh  hiftorians  (p)y 
that  it  had  a  dlllant  refemblance  to  the  Englifh  game  of 
cricket  j  for  the  players  were  divided  into  two  parties,  which 
alternately  changed  places,  and  the  fport  confifled  in  dexte- 
roufly  throwing  and  returning  from '  one  party  to  the  other,  an' 
elaflic  ball  J  which  however  was  not  caught  in  the  hand, 
or  returned  with  an  inftrument;  but  received  on  the  head, 
the  elbow,  or  the  foot,  and  the  dexterity  and  force  with 
which  it  was  thence  repelled,  was  aftoniihing  and  inimita- 
ble.— Such  exertions  belong  not  to  a  people  incurably  enervated 
and  Hothful. 

II.  They  are,  neverthelefs,  pronounced  by  many  writers, 
to  have  been  naturally  inferior  to  the  natives  of  Europe,  not 
only  in  bodily  ftrength,  but  likewife  in  genius  and  natural  en- 
dowments. This  afTertion  has  I  think  been  advanced  with 
more  confidence  than  proof.  That  the  mind,  like  the  body, 
acquires  ftrength  by  employment,  is  indeed  a  truth  which  we 
all  acknowledge,  becaufe  we  all  experience  it ;  and  it  requires 
no  great  fagacity  to  difcover,  that  ingenuity  is  feldom  very 
powerfully  exerted  to  gratify  appetites  which  do  not  exifl,  or 
to  guard  againft  inconveniences  which  are  not  felt.  If  our 
iflanders  therefore  rofe  in  fome  refpe(5ls  to  a  degree  of  refine- 
ment not  often  obfervable  in  favage  life,  it  may  juftly  be  pre- 
fumed  that  in  a  ilate  of  fociety  produdive  of  new  defires  and 
artificial  neceffities,  their  capacities  would  have  been  fufceptiblc 

(p)  Oviedo,  lib.  vi,  c.  ii.     Herrera,  lib.  iii,  c.  iv. 

Vol.  I.  K  of 
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of  flill  further  improvement.  Their  fituation  alone,  without 
recurring  to  the  various  other  caufes  aliigned  by  philofophers, 
fufiiciently  accounts  for  the  paucity  of  their  ideas.  Men, 
without  anxiety  for  the  future,  havehttle  refledion  on  the  paft. 
"What  they  wanted  in  excited  energy  of  mind,  was  however 
abundantly  fuppUed  by  the  fofter  affeftions ;  by  fweetnefs  of 
temper,  and  native  goodnefs  of  difpofition.  All  writers  who 
have  treated  of  their  charafter,  agree  that  they  were  unqueftion- 
ably  the  moft  gentle  and  benevolent  of  the  human  race. 
Though  not  blefled  with  the  light  of  revelation,  they  pradlifed 
one  of  the  nobleft  precepts  of  Chriftianity,  forgivenefs  of  their 
enemies :  laying  all  that  they  polTefTed  at  the  feet  of  their  op- 
preflbrs;  courting  their  notice,  and  preventing  their  wiflies, 
with  fuch  fondnefs  and  affiduity,  as  one  would  have  thought 
might  have  difarmed  habitual  cruelty,  and  melted  bigotry 
into  tendernefs  f^J. 

Among  other  inftances  of  their  generous  and  companionate 
turn  of  mind,  the  following  is  not  the  leaft  remarkable.  Soon 
after  Columbus's  firfl  arrival  at  Hifpaniola,  one  of  his  fhips 
was  wrecked  on  the  coaft.  The  natives,  fcorning  to  derive 
advantage  to  themfelves  from  the  diftrefs  of  the  ftrangers  (ujq- 
confcious  indeed  of  the  calamities  which  their  arrival  was  foon 
to  bring  upon  them)  beheld  the  accident  with  the  livelieil 
emotions  of  forrow,  and  haftened  to  their  relief.  A  thoufand 
canoes  were  inftantly  in  motion,  bufily  employed  in  conveying 
the   feamen  and  cargo  afhore  j    by  which   timely  affiftance^ 

(q)  Martyr.    Herrera.     F.  Columbus,  c.  xxvii.  xxxii.  &c.  &c. 
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not  a  life  was  loll;  and  of  the  goods  and  provifions  that  were 
faved  from  the  wreck,  not  the  finalleft  article  was  embezzled. 
Such  was  their  celerity  and  good  will  on  this  occafion,  fays 
Martyr,  that  no  friend  for  friend,  or  brother  for  brother,  in 
diftrefs,  could  have  manifefted  flronger  tokens  of  fympathy 
and  pity  (7- J.  Other  hiftorians  ftill  heighten  the  pidlure; 
for  they  relate  that  Guacanahari,  the  fovereign  of  that  part  of 
the  country,  perceiving  that,  notwithflanding  the  efforts  of 
his  people,  the  fhip  itfelf,  and  great  part  of  the  cargo  were 
irrecoverably  funk,  waited  on  Columbus  to  condole  with  him 
on  the  occalion ;  and  while  this  poor  Indian  lamented  his 
misfortune  in  terms  which  excited  furprize  and  admiration,  he 
offered  the  Admiral  (the  tears  flowing  copioufly  down  his 
cheeks  as  he  fpoke)  all  that  he  himfelf  pofTefTed,  in  reparation 
of  his  lofs  fsj. 

This  benevolence,  unexampled  in  the  hiftory  of  civilized  na- 
tions, was  foon  bafely  requited  by  the  condudl  of  a  band  of 
robbers,  wliom  Columbus,  with  no  ill  intention,  left  in  the  ifland, 
on  his  departure  for  Europe.  Guacanahari  however  was  co- 
vered with  wounds  in  defending  them  from  his  injured  country- 
men ft  J;  to  whofejull  refentment  the  Spanifh  ruffians  at  length 
fell  a  facrifice ;  but  their  anger  was  of  ihort  duration.  On 
Columbus's  return,  in  his  fecond  voyage,  their  fondnefs  revived ; 
and  for  a  confiderable  time  the  Spaniards  lived  among  them  in 

(r)  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  i. 

(s)  Fer.  Col.  c.  xxxii.     Herrera,  Decad,  i.  lib.  i.  c.  xvlii. 

(t)  Herrera,  Decad.  i.  lib.  ii.  c.  ix.     Fer.  Col.  c.  xl. 
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perfed  fecurity,  exploring  the  interior  parts  of  the  country,  both 
in  companies  and  individually,  not  only  without  moleftation,  but 
invited  thereto  by  the  natives.  When  any  of  the  Spaniards  came 
near  to  a  village,  the  moft  ancient  and  venerable  of  the  Indians, 
or  the  Cacique  himfelf,  if  prefent,  came  out  to  meet  them, 
and  gently  condudted  them  into  their  habitations,  feated 
them  on  ftools  of  ebony  curioufly  ornamented.  Thefe  benches 
feem  to  have  been  feats  of  honour  referved  for  their  guefts ; — ^for 
the  Indians  threw  themfelves  on  the  ground,  and  killing  the 
hands  and  feet  of  the  Spaniards,  offered  them  fruits  and  the 
choicefl:  of  their  viands  j  entreating  them  to  prolong  their  flay, 
with  fuch  folicitude  and  reverence  as  demonftrated  that  they 
confidered  them  as  beings  of  a  fuperior  nature,  whofe  pre- 
fence  confecrated  their  dwellings,  and  brought,  a  bleffing 
with  it  (u). 

The  reception  which  Bartholomew  Columbus,  who  was  ap- 
pointed Lieutenant,  or  Deputy  Governor,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
Admiral,  afterwards  met  with,  in  his  progrefs  through  the  ifland 
to  levy  tributes  from  the  feveral  Caciques  or  Princes,  manifefted 
not  only  kindnefs  and  fubmiffion,  but  on  many  occafions  muni- 
ficence, and  even  a  high  degree  of  politenefs .  Thefe  Caciques 
had  all  heard  of  the  wonderful  eagernefs  of  the  flrangers  for  goldi 
and  fuch  of  them  as  poffeffed  any  of  this  precious  metal,  willingly 
prefented  all  that  they  had  to  the  Deputy  Governor.  Others, 
"who  hadnot  the  means  of  obtaining  gold,  brought  provifions  and 

(u)  Herrera,  Decad,  i,  lib.  i.  c,  xiv.-   F.  Col.  c.  xxvii. 

cotton 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  e<^ 

cotton  in  great  abundance  {xj. — Among  the  latter,  was  Behechio, 
a  powerful  Cacique,  who  invited  the  Lieutenant  and  his  at- 
tendants to  his  dominions ;  and  the  entertainment  which  they 
received  from  this  hofpitable  chief  is  thus  defcribed  by  Martyr. 
As  they  approached  the  king's  dwelling,  they  were  met  by  his 
wives,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  carrying  branches  of  the  palm- 
tree  in  their  hands ;  who  firft  faluted  the  Spaniards  with  a  folemn 
dance,  accompanied  with  a  general  fong.  Thefe  matrons  were 
fucceeded  by  a  train  of  virgins,  diftinguifhed  as  fuch  by  their 
appearance  3  the  former  wearing  aprons  of  cotton  cloth,  while  the 
latter  were  arrayed  only  in  the  innocence  of  pure  nature.  Their 
hair  was  tied  fimply  with  a  fillet  over  their  foreheads,  or  fufFered 
to  flow  gracefully  on  their  fhoulders  and  bofoms.  Their  limbs 
were  finely  proportioned,  and  their  complexions,  though 
brown,  were  fmooth,  fhining  and  lovely.  The  Spaniards  were 
ftruck  with  admiration,  believing  that  they  beheld  the  dryads 
of  the  woods,  and  the  nymphs  of  the  fountains,  realizing  anci- 
ent fable.  The  branches  which  they  bore  in  their  hands,  they ' 
now  delivered  with  lowly  obeifance  to  the  Lieutenant,  who, , 
entering  the  palace,  found  a  plentiful,  and,  according  to  the  In- 
dian mode  of  living,  a  fplendid  repafb  already  provided.  As 
night  approached,  the  Spaniards  were  conduced  to  feparate 
cottages,  wherein  each  of  them  was  accommodated  with  a  cot- 
ton hammock ;  and  the  next  morning  they  were  again  enter-  ~ 
tained  with  dancing  and  fmging.  This  was  followed  by 
matches  of  wreilling  and  running  for  prizes;  after  which  two  ■ 

(x)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  v. 
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great  bodies  of  armed  Indians  unexpeftedly  appeared,  and  a 
mock  engagement  enfued ;  exhibiting  their  modes  of  attack  and 
defence  in  their  wars  with  the  Charaibes.  For  three  days  were 
the  Spaniards  thus  royally  entertained,  and  on  the  fourth,  the 
affedionate  Indians  regretted  their  departure. 

III.  The  fubmiffive  and  refpedful  deportment  of  thefe  placid 
people  towards  their  fuperiors,  and  thofe  they  confidered  as  fuch, 
was  derived  probably,  in  fome  degree,  from  the  nature  of  their 
government  j  which,  contrary  to  that  of  the  Charaibes  under  a 
fimilar  climate,  was  monarchical  and  even  abfolute.  The  regal 
authority  however,  though  not  circumfcribed  by  pofitive  infti- 
tutlons,  was  tempered  into  great  mildnefs,  by  that  conftltutional 
benevolence  which  predominated  throughout  every  part  of  their 
condudt,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft.  The  fympathy  which 
they  manifefted  towards  the  diftrefs  of  others,  proves  that 
they  were  not  wretched  themfelves  ;  for  in  a  ftate  of  abfolute 
flaveiy  and  mifery,  men  are  commonly  devoid  both  of  virtue 
and  pity. 

Their  Kings,  as  we  have  feen,  were  called  Caciques,  and  their 
power  was  hereditary  : — But  there  were  alfo  fubordlnate  Chief- 
tains, or  Princes,  who  were  tributaries  to  the  Sovereign  of  each 
diftridl.  Thus  the  territory  in  Hifpaniola,  anciently  called  Xara- 
guay,  extending  from  the  plain  of  Leogane  to  the  Weftermofl 
part  of  the  ifland,  was  the  kingdom  of  the  Cacique  Behechio, 
whom  I  have  mentioned  above ;  but  it  appears  from  Martyr, 
that  no  lefs  than  thirty-two  inferior  chieftains  or  nobles  had 

jurifdidtion 
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jurifdi6tIon  within  that  fpace  of  country,  who  were  account- 
able to  the  fupreme  authority  of  Behechio  fyj.  They  feem 
to  have  fomewhat  refembled  the  ancient  barons  or  feudatories 
of  Europe ;  holding  their  poiTeffions  by  the  tenure  of  fervice. 
Oviedo  relates,  that  they  were  under  the  obligation  of  psrfon- 
ally  attending  the  Sovereign,  both  in  peace  and  war,  whenever 
commanded  fo  to  do  fzj.  It  is  to  be  lamented,  that  the  Spa- 
ni£h  hiftorians  afford  very  little  information  concerning  this 
order  of  nobles,  or  the  nature  and  extent  of  their  fubordlnate 
jurifdidtion. 

The  whole  ifland  of  Hifpaniola  was  divided  into  five  great 
kingdoms  faj  ;  of  two  of  which,  when  Columbus  firft  linded, 
Guacanahari  and  Behechio  were  abfoliite  fovereigns. — A  third 
principal  Cacique  was  Cuanaboa,  whofe  hiftory  is  remarkable : 
He  had  been  originally  a  War  Captain  among  a  body  of  Cha- 
raibes,  who  had  invaded  the  dominions  of  Behechio,  and,  on 
condition  of  preventing  the  further  incurfions  of  his  country- 
men, had  received  his  filler,  the  beautiful  Anacoana,  in  marriage; 
together  with  an  extent  of  country,  which  he  had  converted 
into  a  feparate  kingdom.  The  efiablifliment  of  this  leader  and 
his  followers  in  Hifpaniola,  had  introduced  into  this  part  of 
the  ifland  the  Charaibean  language,  and  alfo  the  ufe  of  the  bow 
and  arrow  fbj  ;  a  weapon  with  the  pradtice  of  which  the  na-. 
tives  of  the  larger  illands  were  generally  unacquainted,  Cuana- 
|)oa  however  fi:ill  retained  his  ferocious  difpofition,  and  having 
been  accufed  by  Guacanahari  before  Chriftopher  Columbus, 

(y)  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  !.  lib.  v.  (7.)  Ovisdo,  lib.  li.i.  c.  iv, 

(flj  Oviedo,  lib.  Ui.  €.  iv.  (b)  Oviedoj  lib.  iii, 

of 
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BOOK    of  nmrdering  fome  of  the  Spaniards,  was  ordered  by  that  com- 

^' ^    mander  to  be  fent  to  Spain :  but  the  fhip  periihed  at  fea.   The 

lad  fate  of  his  unfortunate  widow,  the  innocent  Anacoana,  who 
was  moft  atrocioufly  murdered  in  1 505,  by  Ovando,  the  Go- 
vernor of  Hifpaniola,  for  no  caufe,  that  I  can  difcover,  but  her 
fond  attachment  to  Bartholomew  Columbus,  having  been  re- 
lated at  large  in  the  late  American  hiflory,  need  not  be  repeated 
here. 

The  illands  of  Cuba  and  Jam.aica  were  divided,  like  Hifpa- 
niola, into  many  principalities  or  kingdoms ;  but  we  are  told 
that  the  whole  extent  of  Porto  Rico  was  fubje6l  to  one  Ca- 
cique onlyf  cj.  It  has  been  remarked,  that  the  dignity  of  thefe 
Chieftains  was  hereditary  ;  but,  if  Martyr  is  to  be  credited,  the 
law  of  fucceffion  among  them,  was  different  from  that  of  all 
other  people  ;  for  he  obferves  fdj,  that  the  Caciques  bequeath- 
ed the  fupreme  authority  to  the  children  of  their  fillers,  accord- 
ing to  feniority,  difmheriting  their  own  offspring ;  "  being  cer- 
"  tain,  adds  Martyr,  that,  by  this  policy,  they  preferred  the 
*'  blood  royal ;  which  might  not  happen  to  be  the  cafe,  in 
"  advancing  any  of  the  children  of  their  numerous  wives." 
The  relation  of  Oviedo  is  fomewhat  different,  and  feems  more 
probable :  he  remarks,  that  one  of  the  wives  of  each  Cacique 
was  particularly  diflinguifhed  above  the  reft,  and  appears  to 
have  been  confidered  by  the  people  at  large  as  the  reigning 
Queen  fej  ;  that  the  children  of  this  lady,  according  to  priority 

(c)  P.  Martyr, Decad.  i.  lib.  ii.  (d)  Decad.  iii,  c,  ix. 

{i)  Oviedo,  lib.  v.  c.  iii. 

of 


WEST      INDIES.  73 

of  birth,  fucceeded  to  the  father's  honours ;  but,  in  default  of  C  H  A  P. 
iffue  by  the  fayourite  Princefs,  the  fifters  of  the  Cacique,  if  there  Ill- 
were  no  furviving  brothers,  took  place  of  the  Cacique's  own 
children  by  his  other  wives.  Thus  Anacoana,  on  the  death  of 
Behechio  her  brother,  became  Queen  of  Xaraguay /Oy*-  It  is 
obvious  that  this  regulation  was  intended  to  prevent  the  mif- 
chiefs  of  a  difputed  fucceffion,  among  children  wliofe  preten- 
fions  were  equal. 

The  principal  Cacique  was  diftinguifhed  by  regal  ornaments, 
and  numerous  attendants.  In  travelling  through  his  dominions, 
he  was  commonly  borne  on  men's  flioulders,  after  a  manner 
very  much  refembling  the  ufe  of  the  palanqueen  in  the  Eaft 
IndksfgJ.  AccordingtoMartyr/^>6y,  he  was  regarded  by  all  his  - 
fubjecSts  with  fuch  reverence,  as  even  exceeded  the  bounds  of 
nature  and  reafon ;  for  if  he  ordered  any  of  them  to  cafe  them- 
felves  headlong  from  a  high  rock,  or  to  drown  themfelves  in 
the  fea,  alledging  no  caufe  but  his  fovereign  pleafure,  he  was 
obeyed  without  a  murmur:  oppofition  to  the  fupreme  autho- 
rity, being  confidered,  not  only  as  unavaihng,  but  impious. 

Nor  did  their  veneration  terminate  with  the  life  of  the 
Prince ;  it  was  extended  to  his  memory  after  death ;  a  proof 
that  his  authority,  however  extravagant,  was  feldom  abufed. 
When  a  Cacique  died,  his  body  was  embowelled,  and  dried  in 
an  oven,  moderately  heated  ^  fo  that  the   bones  and  e^'en  the 

(/)  Herrera,  lib.  vi.  c.  ii.  (g)  Herrera,  lib.  i.  c.  xvl 

(h)  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  c.  i. 

Vol.  I.  L.    '  fldn 
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^in  were  preferved  entire  (i).  The  corpfe  was  then  placed  in 
a  ^ave  with  thofe  of  his  anceftors,  this  being  (obferves  Oviedo) 
arriong  thefe  limple  people  the  only  fyftem  of  heraldry ;  where- 
by they  intended  to  render,  not  the  name  alone,  but  the  perfons 
alfo,  of  their  worthies  immortal.  If  a  Cacique  was  flain  in 
battle,  and  the  body  could  not  be  recovered,  they  compofed 
fongs  in  his  praife,  which  they  taught  to  their  children ;  a  bet- 
ter and  nobler  teflimony  furely,  than  heaps  of  dry  bones  or 
even  monuments  of  marble  ;  fince  memorials  to  the  deceafed 
are,  or  ought  to  be,  intended  left  in  honour  of  the  dead,  than  as 
incitements  to  the  living  (k). 

These  heroic  eifufions  conftituted  a  branch  of  thofe  folem- 
nities,  which,  as  hath  been  obferved,  vv^ere  called  Arietoes ;  con- 
fifting  of  hymns  and  public  dances,  accompanied  with  mufical 
inflruments  made  of  fhells,  and  a  fort  of  drum,  the  found  of 
which  was  heard  at  a  vafl  diftance  f/J.    Thefe  hymns,  reciting 

(!)   Herrera,  lib.  iii.  c.  iii.     F.  Columbus,  c.  Ixi. 

(i)  It  is  related  by  Martyr,  tliat  on  the  death  oi^  a  Cacique,  the  mofi:  beloved 
of  his  wives  was  immolated  at  his  funeral.  Thus  he  obferves  that  Anacaona, 
on  the  death  of  her  brother  King  Behechio,  ordered  a  very  beautiful  woman, 
whofe  name  was  Guanahata  Benechina,  to  be  buried  alive  In  the  caye  where  his 
body  (after  being  dried  as  above  mentioned)  was  depofited*.  But  Oviedo, 
though  by  no  means  partial  towards  the  Indian  character,  denies  that  this  cuftom 
was  general  among  them  f .  Anacaona,  who  had  been  married  to  a  Charaibe, 
probably  adopted  the  praftice  from  the  account  fhe  had  received  from  her  huf- 
band  of  his  national  culiroms.  And  it  is  not  impofiible,  under  a  female  admiiii- 
flration, — among  favages, — but  that  the  extraordinary  beauty  of  the  unfortunate 
victim,  contributed  to  her  deflruftion. 

*  Martyr,  Dscad.  iii.  lib.  ix.  -f  Oviedo,  lib.  r.  c.  iii. 

(I)  Herrera,  lib.  iii.  c.  iv.     P.  Martyr,  Decai  iii.  c.vii.     F.  Columbus, 
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&e  great  aillons  of  the  departed  Cacique  ;  his  fame  in  war,  and 
his  gentlenefs  in  peace,  formed  a  national  hiftory  fmj,  which 
was  at  once  a  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  deceafed  monarch, 
and  a  leffon  to  the  hving.  Nor  could  any  thing  have  been 
more  inft^udive  to  the  rifing  generation  than  this  inflilution, 
lince  it  comprehended  alfo  the  antiquities  of  their  country, 
and  the  traditions  of  their  anceftors.  Expreilions  of  national 
triumph  forvidlory  in  war,  lamentations  in  times  of  publick  ca- 
lamity, the  voice  of  feftivity,  and  the  language  of  love,  were 
likewife  the  fubjedts  of  thefe  exhibitions  j  the  dances,  fo  effen- 
tial  a  part  of  them,  being  grave  or  gay  as  the  occafion  requir- 
ed. It  is  pretended  that  among  the  traditions  thus  publickly 
recited,  there  was  one  of  a  prophetick  nature,  denouncing  ruin 
and  defolation  by  the  arrival  of  ftrangers  compleatly  clad,  and 
armed  with  the  lightning  of  heaven.  The  ceremonies  which 
were  obferved  when  this  awful  predidion  was  repeated,  we 
may  well  believe  were  ftrongly  expreffive  of  lamentation  and 
horror  fnj. 

IV.  Like  all  other  unenlightened  nations,  thefe  poor  Indians 
were  indeed  the  flaves  of  fuperftition.  Their  ggieral  theology 
(for  they  had  an  eftabUrtied  fyftem,  and  a  priefthood  to  fupport 
it)  was  a  medley  of  grofs  folly  and  childifti  traditions,  the  pro- 
geny of  ignorance  and  terror.  Yet  we  are  fometimes  dazzled 
with  a.ftrong  ray  of  funfhine  in  the  midft  of  furrounding  dark- 
nefs.  Hiftorians  have  preferved  a  remarkable  fpeech  of  a  ve- 
nerable old  man,  a  native  of  Cuba,  who,  approaching  Chriftopher 
Columbus  with   great  reverence,  and  prefenting  a  balket  of. 

(m)  Oviedo,  lib.  v.  c.  iii. 

(n)  Martyr,  ut  fupra.     Herrera,  lib.  ii.  c.  iv. 
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fruit,  addrelTed  him  as  follows.  "  Whether  you  are  divini- 
"  ties,"  (he  obferved)  "  or  mortal  men,  we  know  not.  You  arc 
**  come  into  thefe  countries  with  a  force,  againft  which,  were 
"  we  inclined  to  relifh  it,  refiftance  would  be  folly.  We  are 
"  all  therefore  at  your  mercy;  but  if  you  are  men,  fubjedt  to 
"  mortality  like  ourfelves,  you  cannot  be  unapprized,  that  after 
*'  this  life  there  is  another,  wherein  a  very  different  portion  is 
"  allotted  to  good  and  bad  men.  If  therefore  you  expedl  to 
"  die,  and  believe,  with  us,  that  every  one  is  to  be  rewarded  in 
**  a  future  ftate,  according  to  his  condudl  in  the  prefent,  you 
"  will  do  no  hurt  to  thofe,  who  do  none  to  you  foj." 

Their  notions  of  future  happinefs  feem  however  to  have 
been  narrow  and  fenfual.  They  fuppofed  that  the  fpirits  of 
good  men  were  conveyed  to  a  pleafant  valley,  which  they  called 
Coyaba  ;  a  place  of  indolent  tranquillity,  abounding  with  guavas 
and  other  delicious  fruits,  -cool  fhades,  and  murmuring  rivu- 
lets fpj  ;  in  a  country  where  drought  never  rages,  and  the  hur- 
ricane is  never  felt.  In  this  feat  of  blifs  (the  Elyfium  of  anti- 
quity) they  believed  that  their  greateft  enjoyment  would  arife 
from  the  comparry  of  their  departed  anceftors,  and  of  thofe 
perfons  who  were  dear  to  them  in  life  fgj  ; — a  proof  at  leafl  of 

(o)  This  remarkable  circumftance  happened  on  the  yth  of  July  1494,  and  is 
attefted  by  Pet.  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  iii.  and  by  Herrera,  lib.  ii.  c.  xiv.  If  it 
be  aflced  how  Columbus  underftood  the  Cacique,  the  anfwer  is,  that  he  had  carried- 
with  him  to  Spain,  in  his  former  voyage,  feveral  of  the  Indians ;  one  of  whom, 
a  native  of  Guanahani,  who  had  remained  with  him  from  Oftober  1492,  had  ac- 
quired the  Spanifli  language.  This  man,  whofe  name  was  Didacus,  ferved  him 
on  this  and  other  occafions,  both  as  a  guide  and  interpreter. 

(p)  -Fer.  Col.  c.  Ixi. 

[^)  Herrera,  lib.  iii.  c.  iii. 

their 
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iheir  filial  piety,  and  of  the  warmth  and  tendernefs  of  their 
afFedions  and  difpolitions. 

The  confcidufnefs  in  our  Indians  that  they  were  accountable 
beings,  feems  to  indicate  a  greater  degree  of  improvement  than 
we  are  willing  to  allow  to  any  of  the  natives  of  the  New  He- 
mifphere.  Although,  like  the  Charaibes,  our  illanders  acknow- 
ledged a  plurality  of  Gods,  like  them  too,  they  believed  in  the 
exiftence  of  one  fupreme,  invifible,  immortal,  and  omnipotent 
Creator;  whom  they  vaxixtdi'Jocahima  (r).     But  unhappily, 
■with  thefe  important  truths,  thefe  poor  people   blended  the 
mofi:  puerile   and   extravagant  fancies,    which   were   neither 
founded  in  rational  piety,  nor  productive  of  moral  obligation. 
They  affigned  to  the  fupreme  Being,  a  father  and  mother, 
whom  they  diftinguifhed  by  a   variety  of  names,  and  they 
fuppofed  the  fun  and  moon  to  be  the  chief  feats  of  their  refi- 
dence  (s).  Their  fyflem  of  idol-worfliip  was,  at  the  fame  time, 
more  lamentable  than  that  of  the  Charaibes  ;  for  it  would  feem 
that  they  paid  divine  honours  to  ftocks  and  ftones  converted  into 
images,  which   they  called  Zemi;  not  regarding  thefe  idols  as 
fymbolical  reprefentations  only  of  their  fubordinate  divinities, 
and  ufeful  as  fenfible  objeds,  to  awaken  the  memory  and  ani- 
mate devotion,  but  afcribing  divinity  to  the  material  itfelf,  and 
adlually  worfhipping  the  rude  flone  or  block  which  their  own 
hands  had  faftiioned.     It  may  be  obferved,  however,  that  an 
equal  degree  of  folly  prevailed  am.ong  people  much  more  en- 
lightened.    The  Egyptians  themfelves,  the  moft  ancient  of 

(r)  Martyr,  Decad.  i,  lib.  ix.    F.  Columbus. 
(i)  F.  Columbus.    P.  Martyr.    Benzoni. 
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civilized .  nations,  worfhipped  various  kinds  of  animals,  and 
reprefentations  of  aninials ;  feme  of  them  the  moil  noxious  in 
nature  ;  and  even  the  accompliflied  philofophers  of  Greece  and 
Rome,  paid  divine  honours  to  men  to  whom  they  had  them- 
felves  given  an  apotheofis. — So  nearly  allied,  in  religious  re- 
fearches,  is  the  blindnefs  of  untutored  nature,  to  the  infuffici- 
ency  of  mere  cultivated  reafon  ! 

It  has  indeed  been  aiTerted  (whether  juflly  or  not)  that  "  the 
"  fuperftitions  of  Paganifm  always  wore  the  appecirance  of 
*' pleafure,  and  often  of  virtue /^/y*  >"  but  the  theology  of  our 
poor  iflanders  bore  a  different  afpedt.  By  a  lamentable  incon- 
liftency  in  the  human  mind,  they  confidered  the  Creator  of  all 
things  as  wholly  regardlefs  of  the  work  of  his  hands ;  and  as 
having  transferred  the  government  of  the  world  to  fubordinate 
and  malignant  beings,  who  delighted  in  converting  into  evil 
that  which  he  pronounced  to  be  good.  The  effulions  of  gra- 
titude, the  warmth  of  affedion,  the  confidence  of  hope,  formed 
no  part  of  their  devotions.  Their  idols  wei-e  univerfally 
Jjideous  and  frightful,  fometimes  reprefenting  toads  and  other 
odious  reptiles ;  but  more  frequently  the  human  face  horribly 
diftortedj — a  proof  that  they  confidered  them,  not  as  benevo- 
lent, but  evil,  powers ; — as  objefts  of  terror,— not  of  admira-- 
tion  and  love. 

To  keep  alive  this  facred  and  awful  prejudice  in  the  minds 
©f  the  multitude,  and  heighten  its  iniluence,  t]i&it  Bohitos  or 

(^t)  Gibbon. 

Priefls,, 
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Prlefls,  appropriated  a  confecrated  lioufe  in  each  village,  where-  CHAP) 
in  the  Zemi  was  invoked  and  worfliipped.  >^or  was  it  per-  ^^'■' 
mitted  to  the  people  at  large,  at  all  times,  to  enter,  and  on 
unimportant  occalions  approach  the  dread  bbjedl  of  their 
adoration.  The  Bohitos  undertook  to  be  their  meffengers  and 
interpreters,  and  by  the  efficacy  of  their  prayers  to  avert  the 
dangers  which  they  dreaded.  The  ceremonies  exhibited  on 
thefe  folemnities,  though  grofsly  ridiculous,  were  well  calcu- 
lated however  to  extend  the  prieflly  dominion,  and  confirm 
the  popular  fubjedlion.  In  the  fame  view,  the  Bohitos  added 
-to  their  holy  profeffion,  the  praftice  of  phyfick,  and  they  claim- 
ed likewife  the  privilege  of  educating  the  children  of  the  firft 
rank  of  people  fuj  -, — a  combination  of  influence  which,  ex- 
tending to  the  neareft  and  dearefl  concerns  both  of  this  lif» 
and  the  next,  rendered  their  authority  irrefiilible. 

With  fuch  power  in  the  priefthood,  it  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  the  alliance  between  church  and  flate,  was  not  lefs 
intimate  in  thefe  iflands,  than  in  the  kingdoms  of  Europe.  As 
in  many  other  nations,  religion  was  here  made  the  inftrument 
of  civil  defpotifm,  and  the  will  of  the  Cacique,  if  confirmed 
by  the  Prieft,  was  impioufly  pronounced  the  decree  of  heaven. 
Columbus  relates  that  fome  of  his  people  entering  unexpecfledly 
into  one  of  their  houfes  of  worfhip,  found  the  Cacique  employ- 
ed in  obtaining  refponfes  from  the  Zemi.  By  the  found  of 
the  voice  which  came  from  the  idol,  they  knew  that  it  was 
hollow,  and  daihing  it  to  the  ground  to  expofe  the  impofture, 

CuJ  Martyr. 

they 
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they  difcovered  a  tube,  which  was  before  covered  with  leaves, 
that  communivated  from  the  back  part  of  the  image  to  an  inner 
apartment,  whence  the  Prieft  iiTued  his  precepts  as  through  a 
fpeaking  trumpet ; — but  the  Cacique  earneftly  entreated  them 
to  fay  nothing  of  what  they  had  feen  ;  declaring  that  by  means 
of  fuch  pious  frauds,  he  collefted  tributes,  and  kept  his  king- 
dom in  fubjecfbion. 

The  reader,  I  believe,  will  readily  acquit  me  for  declining  to 
enter  into  any  further  detail  of  the  various  wild  notions,  and 
fantaftical  rites  which  were  founded  on  fuch  arts  and  im- 
poftures.  Happily  for  our  iflanders,  however,  the  general  iyftem 
of  their  fuperftition,  though  not  amiable,  was  not  cruel.  We 
find  among  them  but  few  of  thofe  barbarous  ceremonies 
which  filled  the  Mexican  temples  with  pollution,  and  the 
fpedlators  with  horror.  They  were  even  more  fortunate  in  this 
refpedl  than  the  otherwife  happy  inhabitants  of  the  lately  dif- 
covered  iilands  in  the  Southern  Pacific  Ocean ;  amongft  whom 
the  pradtice  of  offering  human  facrifices  to  their  deities,  is  flill 
as  dreadfully  prevalent,  as  it  anciently  was  amongft  moft  of 
the  nations  of  tlie  earth. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  natives  of  the  South-Sea  Iflands> 
I  cannot  but  advert  to  the  wonderful  fimilarity  obfervable  in 
many  refpefts,  between  our  ill-fated  Weft  Indians  and  that 
placid  people.  The  fame  frank  and  afi^edionate  temper,  the 
fame  chearful  fimplicity,  gentlenefs  and  candour  ;■ — a  behaviour, 
devoid  of  meanness  a.nd  treachery,  of  cruelty  and  revenge,  are  ap- 
parent. 


WEST     INDIES.  %i 

parent  in  the  charadler  of  both  : — and  although  placed  at  (o 
great  a  diftance  from  each  other,  and  divided  by  tlie  interven- 
tion of  the  American  Continent,  we  may  trace  a  refemblancc 
even  in  many  of  their  cuftoms  and  inftitutions ;  fuch  as  their 
national  fongs  and  dances,  their  domeilic  ceconomy,  their  fyftem 
of  government,  and  their  funeral  ceremonies.  I  pretend  not, 
however,  to  affirm  that  this  refemblance  is  fo  exadt,  as  to 
create  the  prefumption  of  a  common  origin.  The  aiSnity  per- 
ceivable in  the  difpofitions  and  virtues  of  thefe  widely  feparated 
tribes,  arofe  probably  from  a  fimilarity  in  their  circumilances 
and  fituation,  operating  on  the  general  principles  of  human 
nature.  Placed  alike  in  a  happy  medium  between  favage  lifcr^ 
properly  fo  called,  and  the  refinements  of  polifhed  fociety,  they 
are  found  equally  exempt  from  the  fordid  corporeal  diftrefTes 
and  fanguinary  paffions  of  the  former  ftate,  and  from  the  arti» 
ficial  neceffities,  the  reftraints  and  folicitudes  of  the  latter.  To 
a  fpeculative  mind,  fuch  a  fituation  may  appear,  for  a  moment, 
even  fuperior  to  our  own  j  "  but  if  we  admit"  (fays  the  elegant 
hifl;orian  of  the  amiable  Otaheiteans)  "  that  they  are  upon  the 
"  whole  happier  than  we,  we  muft  admit  that  the  child  is 
"  happier  than  the  man,  and  that  we  are  lofers  by  the  per- 
*'  fedtion  of  our  nature,  the  increafe  of  our  knowledge,  and 
*'  the  enlargement  of  our  views  fxj." 

In  thofe  inventions  and  arts  which,  varying  the  enjoyments, 
add  confiderably  to  the  value  of  life,  I  believe  the  Otaheiteans 
were  in  general  fomewhat  behind  our  iflanders :  in  agricultufc 

(x)  Hawkefworth's  Voyages,  yol.  ii.  p.  105. 

Vol.  I.  M  thejr 
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they  were  particularly  fo  (y).  The  great  fupport  of  the  infulaJf' 
territories  of  the  South-Sea  confifls  of  the  bread-fruit,  and  the 
plantain  j  both  which  flourifh  there  fpontaneoufly  j  and  althougli 
the  inhabitants  have  likewife  plantations  of  yams  and  other  efcu- 
ient  roots,  yet  the  cultivation  of  none  of  them  appears  to  be  as 
extenfive,  as  was  that  of  the  maize  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  or  to  dif- 
play  equal  fkill  with  the  preparation  of  the  caffavi-bread  from 
the  maniock^z^.  The  Wefl:  Indians,  notwithflanding  that  they 

pofleffed. 

(yj  Dr.  Robertfbn,  in  His  Hiffory  of  America,  vol.  i.  p.  332,  obferves,  that 
'as  the  natives  of  the  New  World  had  no  tame  animals,  nor  the  ufe  of  the  metals,, 
.thejr  agriculture  muft  neceffarily  have  been  imperfect.  It  fhould  how^ever  be 
remembered,  that  as  every  family  raifed  corn  for  their  own  fupport,  and  the  iflands 
Being  (to  ufe  the  expreffion  of  Las  Cafas)  "  abounding  with  inhabitants  as  an 
"  ant-hill  with  ants"  a  very  fmalt  portion  of  ground  allotted  to  the  maintenance 
of  each  family,  would  comprehend  in  the  aggregate  an  immenfe  fpace  of  cultivated 
country.  Thus  we  find  Bartholomew  Columbus  obferving,  that  the  fields  about 
Zabraba,  a  country  in  the  Gulph  of  Darien,  which  he  viewed  in  1503,  "  were  all 
**  covered  v^iith  maize,  like  the  corn  fields  of  Europe,  for  above  fix  leagues  to- 
■«*  gether.'"  Unacquainted  with  the  foil  of  the  Wefl  Indies,  Dr.  Robertfon  fiiould 
have  delivered  his  fentiments  on  this  fubjecS  with  diffidence.  That  foil  which  is^ 
known  in  thefe  iflands  by  the  name  of  brick-mould.,  is  not  only  fuperior  to  moft 
others  in  fertility,  but  requires  very  little  trouble  in  cultivation.  Among  our 
iflanders,  to  whom  the  ufe  of  iron  was  unknown,  inftruments  were  ingenioufly 
formed  of  ftone,  and  of  a  certain  fpecies  of  durable  wood,  which  were  endued  with 
nearly  equal  folidity  and  fliarpnefs..  We  find  them  felling  large  trees,  building 
canoes  and  houfes,  and  forming  domeftic  utenfils  of  exquifite  workmanfhip. 
Poffeffing  the  tools-  and  materials  neceffary  for  thefe  purpofes,  they  could  not  be 
deftitute  of  proper  implements  for  the  ruder  operations  of  hufbandry,  on  a  foil 
incapable  of  much  refiftance. 

(z)  L'Abbe  Raynal,  in  oppofition  to  the  teftimony  of  all  the  early  Spanifh 
biftorians  who  have  treated  of  the  difcovery  and  produdions  of  America  (none 
of  whom  indeed-  does  he  appear  to  have  confulted)  afferts  that  the  maniock 

plant. 
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pofleffed  almoft  every  variety  of  vegetable  nature  which  grew  CHAP, 
in  the  countries  I  have  mentioned,  the  bread  fruit  excepted,  ^^^' 
raifed  alfo  both  the  maize  and  the  maniock  in  great  abun- 
dance; and  they  had  acquired  the  {kill  of  watering  their  lands 
from  diftant  rivers,  in  time  of  drought  faj.  It  may  likewife 
be  obferved,  that  although  the  Otaheiteans  poflefs  the  ftirub 
which  produces  cotton,  they  neither  improve  it  by  culture, 
nor  have  the  knowledge  of  converting  its  wool  into  cloth  fij  ^ 
but  content  themfelves  with  a  far  meaner  produdlion  as  a 
fubftitute.  Our  iflanders  had  not  only  the  {kill  of  making 
excellent  cloth  from  their  cotton,  but  they  pradiifed  alfo  the 
art  of  dying  it  with  a  variety  of  colours;  fome  of  them  of  the 
utmo{l  brilliancy  and  beauty  fcj. 

In  the  fcience  of  fhip-building  (if  the  confi:rud:ion  of  fuch 
ve{rels'  as  either  people  ufed,  may  be  diftinguifhed  with  that 

plant  was  originally  introduced  into  the  Weft  Indies  from  Africa,  and  that  the, 
Indians  were  firft  inftrudted  by  the  negroes  in  the  art  of  converting  the  poifon- 
ous  root  into  wholefome  food.  For  the  fatisfadion  of  fuch  of  my  readers  as 
are  not  intimately  acquainted  with  the  American  Hiftory,  I  think  it  necefTary 
to  obferve,  that  P.  Martyr,  in  his  firft  Decad,  which  bears  date  November, 
J493,  feven  months  only  after  the  return  of  Columbus  from  his  firft  voyage, 
particularly  mentions  the  maniock,  or  jiicca,  as  furnifhing  great  part  of  the  food 
of  the  iflanders,  and  he  defcribes  their  manner  of  making  the  caffhvi  bread 
from  it ;  obferving  that  the  raw  juice  is  as  ftrcng  a  poifon  as  aconite.  Ne- 
groes were  not  imported  into  the  iflands  till  many  years  after  this  accouiit  was 
publiihed. 

(a)  Martyr.  Decad.  iii. 

(b)  Forfter's  Obfervations. 

(c)  Oviedo.     Purchas,  vol.  iii.  p.  985.  '  ' 

M  2  appellation) 
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appellation)  the  fuperiorlty  is  on  the  fide  of  Otahelte  j  yet  the 
Piraguas  of  the  Weft  Indians  were  fully  fufficlent  for  the 
navigation  they  were  employed  In,  and  indeed  were  by  no 
means  contemptible  fea-boats.  We  are  told  that  fome  of 
thefe  veflels  were  navigated  with  forty  oars  fdj  j  and  Herrera 
relates,  that  Bartholomew  Columbus,  in  paffing  through  the 
Gulph  of  Honduras,  fell  in  with  one  that  was  eight  feet  in 
breadth,  and  in  length  equal  to  a  Spanlfh  galley.  Over  the 
middle  was  an  awning,  compofed  of  mats  and  palm-tree 
leaves;  underneath  which  were  difpofed  the  women  and 
children,  fecured  both  from  rain  and  the  fpray  of  the  fea. — It 
was  laden  with  commodities  from  Jucatan  (ej. 

On  the  other  hand,  our  iflanders  far  furpafled  the  people  of 
Otahelte,  In  the  elegance  and  variety  of  their  domeftic  utenfils 
and  furniture ;  their  earthenware,  curloufly  woven  beds,  and 
implements  of  huibandry.  Martyr  fpeaks  with  admiration 
of  the  workmanfhlp  of  fome  of  the  former  of  thefe.  In  the 
account  he  gives  of  a  magnificent  donation  from  Anacoana  to 
Bartholomew  Columbus,  on  his  firft  vKit  to  that  Princefs,  he 
obferves  that,  among  other  valuables,  fhe  prefented  him  with 
fourteen  chairs  of  ebony  beautifully  wrought,  and  no  lefs  than 
iixty  vefTels  of  different  forts,  for  the  ufe  of  his  kitchen  and 
table,  all  of  which  were  ornamented  '"with  figures  of  various 
tinds,  fantaftic  forms,  and  accurate  reprefentatlons  of  living 

(d)  Martyr,  Decad.  i. 

(e)  Herrerai  Decad.  i.  lib.  v. 

animals. 
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animals  (f).  Theinduftry  and  ingenuity  of  our  Indians  there- 
fore muft  have  greatly  exceeded  the  meafure  of  their  wants. 
Having  provided  for  the  neceffities  of  their  condition,  they 
proceeded  to  improve  and  adorn  it. 

But  I  muft  nov7  leave  them  to  the  miferable  fate  in  v^^hich 
it  pleafed  infinite,  but  infcrutable,  wifdom  to  permit  their 
mercilefs  invaders  to  involve  them  for  ever  ! — It  may,  I  think, 
be  fafely  affirmed,  that  the  whole  ftory  of  mankind  affords  no 
fcene  of  barbarity  equal  to  that  of  the  cruelties  exercifed  oa 
thefe  innocent  and  inoffenfive  people.  All  the  murders 
and  defolations  of  the  moft  pitilefs  tyrants  that  ever  diverted 
tjiemfelves  with  the  pangs  and  convuiiions  of  their  fellovv- 
creatures,  fall  infinitely  Ihort  of  the  bloody  enormities  com- 
mitted by  the  Spanife  nation  in  the  conqueft  of  the  Nevt 
World ; — 2,  conqueft,  on  a  low  eftimate,  effedled  by  the 
murder  of  ten  millions  of  the  fpecies  !  But  although  the  ac- 
counts which  are  tranfmitted  down  to  us  of  this  dreadful  car- 
nage, are  authenticated  beyond  the  poffibility  of  difpute,  the 
mind,  fhrinking  from  the  contemplation,  wilhes  to  relift  con- 
viction, and  to  relieve  itfelf  by  incredulity. — Such  at  leaft  is 
the  apology  which  I  would  frame  for  the  author  of  the  Ameri- 
can Hiftory,  when  I  find  him  attempting,  in  contradidlion  to 
the  voice  and  feelings  of  all  mankind,  to  palliate  fiach  horrible 
wickcdnefs  (g).     Yet  the  fame  author  adn>its,  that  in  the 

ftiort 

(f)  P.  Martyr,  Decad,  i, 

{g)  Introduftion  to  the  Hiftory  of  America,  by  Dr.  Robertfon,  vol.  i.  p.  lO.. 
«■  It  is  to  be  hoped"  ((ays  this  author)  "  that  the  Spaniards  will  at  laft  dif- 

'«-  coven- 
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{hovt  intelral  of  fifteen  years  fubfequent  to  the  difcovery  of  the 
Weft  Indies,  the  Spaniards  had  reduced  the  natives  of  Hifpa- 
niola  *'  from  a  million  to  fixty  thoufand  f/jj."  It  is  in  vain 
that  lie  remarks  on  the  bodily  feeblenefs  of  thefe  poor  Indians, 
and  their  natural  incapacity  for  labour.  Such  a  conftitutional 
defed,  if  it  exifted,  entitled  them  to  greater  lenity ;  but  the 
Spaniards  diftributed  them  into  lots,  and  compelled  them  to  dig 
in  the  mines,  without  reft  or  intermiffion,  until  death,  their 
only  i-efuge,  put  a  period  to  their  fufferings.  Such  as  attempt- 
ed refiftance  or  efcape,  their  mercilefs  tyrants  hunted  down 
with  dogs,  which  were  fed  on  their  ftefh.  They  difregarded 
fex  and  age,  and  with  impious  and  frantic  bigotry  even  called 
in  religion  to  fandrify  their  cruelties  1  Some,  more  zealous  than 
the  reft,  forced  their  miferable  captives  into  the  water,  and 
after  adminiftering  to  them  the  rite  of  baptifm,  cut  their  throats 
the  next  moment,  to  prevent  their  apoftacy !  Others  made  a  _ 
row  to  hang  or  burn  thirteen  every  morning,  in  honour  of  our 
Saviour  and  the  twelve  Apoftles !  Nor  were  thefe  the  ex- 
ceffes  only  of  a  blind  and  remorfelefs  fanaticifm,  which  ex- 
citing our  abhorrence,  excites  alfo  our  pity  :  The  Spaniards, 
were  actuated  in  many  inftances  by  fuch  wantonnefs  of  malice, 

"  cover  this  fyflem  of  concealment  to  be  no  lefs  impolitick  than  illiberal. 
"  From  what  I  have  experienced  in  the  courfe  of  my  enquiries,  I  am  fatisfied, 
"  that  upon  a  more  minute  fcrutiny  into  their  early  operations  in  the  New 
"  World,  however  reprehensible"  (a  tender  expreflion)  "  the  adlions  of 
"  individuals  may  appear,  the  conduft  of  the  nation  will  be  placed  in  a  more 
*'  favourable  light."  This  opinion,  however,  needs  no  other  refutation  than 
that  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  fubfequent  pages  of  the  learned  Author's 
Hiftory. 

(h)  Hiflory  of  America,  vol.  i,  book  iii.  p.  185. 

as 
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as  is  wholly  unexampled  in  the  wide  hiftory  of  human  de- 
pravity.— Martyr  relates,  that  it  was  a  frequent  pradlice  among 
them  to  murder  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola  in  fport,  or  merely, 
he  obferves,  to  keep  their  hands  in  ufe.     They  had  an  emulation 
which  of  them  could  moft  dexteroufly  ftrike  off  the  head  of  a 
man  at  a  blow  y  and  wagers  frequently  depended  on  this  hellifh 
exercife  (ij.  To.  fill  up  the  meafure  of  this  iniquity,  and  demon- 
ftrate  ta  the  world,  that  the  nation  at  large  participated  in  the: 
guilt  of  individuals,  the  Court  of  Spain  not  only  negleded  t© 
punifhthefe  enormities  in  its  fubjecfts,  but  when  rapacity  and  ava- 
rice had  nearly  defeated  their  own  purpofes,by  the  utter  extirpation 
of  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  the  King  gave  permiffion  to  feize  on 
the  unfufpedling  inhabitants   of  the   neighbouring  iflands,  and 
tranfport  them  to  perirti  in  the  mines  of  St.  Domingo.  "  Several 
"  veflels"  (fays   Dr.  Robertfon)  "  were  fitted  out  for  the  Lu- 
"  cayos,  the  commanders  of  which  informed  the  natives,  with- 
*'  whofe  language  they  were  now   well  acquainted,  that  they 
"  tame  from  a  delicious  country,  in  which  their  departed  an- 
"  ceftors  refided,  by  whom  they  were  fent  to  invite  them   to 
"  refort  thither,  to  par  take  of  the  blifs  which  they  enjoyed.  That 
"  fimple  people  liilened  with  wonder  and  credulity,  and  fond  of 
"  vifiting  their  relations  and  friends  in  that  happy  region,  fol- 
"  lowed  the  Spaniards  with  eagernefs.     By  this  artifice,  above 
"  40,000  were  decoyed  into  Hifpaniok,  to  fliare  in  the  fufFerings 
"  which   were  the  lot  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland,  and  to. 
**•  mingle  their  groans  and  tears  witli  thofe  of  that  wretched. 

C'i)  P.  Martyr,  Decade i.  lib,  vii.. 

race- 
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BOOK    "  J'iice  of  i^en  (k).*'     After  reading  thefe  accounts,  who  can 

I-  help  forming  an  indignant  wifli  that  the  hand  of  Heaven,  by  fome 

'~^'  miraculous  interpofition^  had  Iwept  th^nc  European  tyrants  from 

the  face  of  the  earth,  who,  like  fo  many  beads  of  prey,  roamed 

round  the  world  only  to  defolate  and  deltroy ;  and,  more  re- 

morfelefs  than  the   fiercefc  favage,  thirlled  for  human  blood, 

(k)  Hiftoryof  America,  book  iii,  p.  i86.  See  likewife  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  vii. 
This  author  relates  the  following  afFedling  particulars  of  the  poor  Lucayans  thus 
fraudulently  decoyed  from  their  native  countries.  "  Many  of  them  in  theanguifh 
"  ofdefpair,  obftinately  refufe  all  manner  of  fuftenance,  and  retiring  to  defert 
"  caves  and  unfrequented  woods,  filently  give  up  the  ghoft.  Others,  repairing 
"  to  the  fea-coaft  on  the  northern  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  call  many  a  longing  look 
/'  towards  that  part  of  the  ocean  where  they  fuppofe  their  own  iflands  to  be 
"  fituated  ;  and  as  the  fea-breeze  rifes,  they  eagerly  inhale  it ;  fondly  believing, 
"  that  it  has  lately  vifited  their  own  happy  vallies,  and  comes  fraught  with  the 
"  breath  of  thofe  they  love,  their  wives  and  their  children.  With  this  idea,  they 
"  continue  for  hours  on  the  coaft,  until  nature  becomes  utterly  exl\auftedj  when 
"  ftretching  out  their  arms  towards  the  ocean,  as  if  to  take  a  laft  embrace  of  their 
*'  diftant  country  and  relations,  they  fink  down,  and  expire  without  a  groan." — 
"  One  of  the  Lucayans"  (continues  the  fame  author)  "  who  was  more  de- 
"  firous  of  life,  or  had  greater  courage  than  moft  of  his  countrymen,  took  upon 
"  him  a  bold  and  difficult  piece  of  work.  Having  been  ufed  to  build  cottages  in 
"  his  native  country,  he  procured  inftruments  of  flone,  and  cut  down  a  large 
**  fpongv  tree  called ^/arawa*,  the  body  of  which  he  dexteroufly  fcooped  into  a 
"  canoe.  He  then  provided  himfelf  with  oars,  fome  Indian  corn,  and  a  few 
"  gourds  of  water,  and  prevailed  on  another  man  and  a  woman  to  embark  with 
"  him  on  a  voyage  to  the  Lucayos  Iflands.  Their  navigation  was  profperous  for 
*'  near  200  miles,  and  they  were  almoft  within  fight  of  their  own  long-loft  Ihores, 
*'  when  unfortunately  they  were  met  by  a  Spanifli  fhip,  which  brought  them 
"  back  to  flavery  and  forrow.  The  canoe  is  flill  preferved  in  Hifpaniola  as  a  fin- 
"  gular  curiofity,  confidering  the  circumftances  under  whiclv  it  was  made." 

*  The  bombax,  er  wild  cotton  tree. 

*  without 
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without  having  the  impulfe  of  natural  appetite  to  plead  in  their    CHAP. 
defence  !  Ill- 

On  the  whole,  if  we  confider  of  how  little  benefit  the  acqui- 
fition  of  thefe  iflands  has  fince  proved  to  the  Spanifh  nation,  and 
count  over  the  coft  of  the  conqueft.,  we  muft  find  it  extremely 
difficult  to  include  fuch  an  event  as  the  mafiacre  of  ten  millions 
of  innocent  people  (comprehending  the  butcheries  in  Mexico  and 
Peru)amongft  the  number  of  thofe  partial  evils  which  ultimately 
terminate  in  general  good:  Nor  can  we  poiTibly  reconcile  its  per- 
miflion  to  our  limited  ideas  of  infinite  wifdom  and  goodnefs  ! 
Divines  therefore  juftly  conclude,  that  no  ftronger  proof  than 
that  which  arifes  from  hence  need  be  given  of  the  exigence  of 
3.  future  and  better  ftate,  wherein  the  unequal  diftribution  of 
mifery  and  happinefs  in  this  life  fhall  be  adjufted;  "  wien  the 
"  crooked Jhall  be  madejiraight,  a?idfhe  rough  places  plain  fljl" 

(I)  In  1585  Sir  Francis  Drake  made  a  defcent  on  Hifpaniola,  and  in  his  ac- 
count of  that  ifland,  which  is  preferved  in  Hakluyt,  vol.  iii.  he  relates  that  the 
Spaniards,  having  utterly  exterminated  the  ancient  Indians,  (not  a  fingle  defcen- 
dant  being,  I  doubt,  at  that  time  living)  had  neverthelefs  derived  fo  little  advan- 
tage from  their  cruelty,  as  to  be  obliged  to  convei't  pieces  of  leather  into  money; —  , 
all  the  filver,  in  the  attainment  of  which  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  fo  many 
thoufands  of  poor  wretches  had  periflied,  having  long  fince  found  its  way  to  Eu-  ' 
rope,  and  the  inhabitants  had  no  means  of  getting  a  frefh  fupply. 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  place  to  obferve,  that  fome  of  the  circumftances 
•which  I  have  related  above,  refpedting  the  cruelties  of  the  Spaniards,  are  ex- 
trafted  from  the  writings  of  Bartholomew  De  Las  Cafas,  who  is  accufed 
by  Dr.  Robertfon  of  exaggeration ;— but  Oviedo  himfelf,  wlio  endeavours  to 
palliate  the  monfirous  barbarities  of  his  countrymen  towards  the  natives,  by 
afferting  that  they  were  addicted  to  unnatural  vices,  which  rendered  them  pro- 
perly obnoxious  to  punifhmeiit  (a  charge,  by  the  way,  which  Herrera  admits  to 
be  groundlefs) — Oviedo,  I  fay,  confelfes  that  in   1535,  only  forty-three  years 
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pofterlor  to  the  difcovery  of  Hifpaniola,  and  when  he  was  himfelf  on  the  fpot, 
there  were  not  left  ahve  in  that  ifland  above  five  hundred  of  the  original  natives, 
old  and  young ;  for  he  adds,  that  all  the  other  Indians  at  that  time  there,  had  been 
forced  or  decoyed  into  flavery,  from  the  neighbouring  iilands  *.  Las  Cafas,  it  is 
true,  when  he  fpeaks  of  numbers  in  the  grofs,  certainly  over-rates  the  original 
inhabitants.  But  it  does  not  appear  that  he  meant  to  deceive;  nor  is  there  any 
juft  reafon  tofufpefthis  veracity  when  he  treats  of  matters  fufceptive  of  precifioni 
more  efpeclally  incircumftances  of  which  he  declares  himfelf  to  have  beenaneye- 
witnefs.  Let  the  reader  judge  of  Las  Cafas  from  the  following  narrative,  in 
which  his  falfhood  (if  the  floiy  were  falfe)  could  have  been  very  eafily  deteiSled. 
"  I  once  beheld"  (fays  he)  "  four  or  five  principal  Indians  roafted  alive  at  a  flow 
*'  fire;  and  as  the  miferablevidlims  poured  forth  dreadful  fcreams,  which  difturb- 
"  ed  the  commanding  officer  in  his  afternoon  flumbers,  he  fent  word  that  they 
"  fliouldbe  ftrangled;  but  the  officer  on  guard(I  knowhis  name,  and  I  know 
"  HIS  RELATIONS  IN  SEVILLE)  would  not  fufter  it;  but  caufing  their  mouths  to 
"  be  gagged,  that  their  Cries  might  not  be  heard,  he  ftirred  up  the  fire  with  his 
"  own  hands,  and  roaflred  them  deliberately  till  they  all  expired. — I  saw  it  my- 
"    SELF."  !  !  ! 

It  may  be  necefiary  perhaps,  on  my  own  account,  to  add,  that  I  have  no  other 
edition  of  Las  Cafas,  than  that  which  was  publiihed  at  Antwerp,  in  1579.  From 
a  copy  of  that  edition  I  have  extraiSted  the  foregoing  horrid  relation ;  my  hand 
trembling  as  I  write,  and  my  heart  devoutly  wilhing  it  could  be  proved  to  be 

falfe. 

*  Oviedo,  lib.  iii.  c.  v's. 
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C/il  A  P.    IV. 

Land  animals  ujed  as  food, — Tijl^es  and  wild  fowl.— Indian 
method  of  Jijhing  and  foxvling. — Efculent  vegetables,  &c. — Con- 
clufon. 

N  ti'acing  the  feveral  tribes  of  quadrupeds,  properly  fo  called, 
which  anciently  exifted  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  will  be  found 
that  the  Windward  or  Charaibean  Iflands,  poffefied  all  that 
were  polTeffed  by  the  larger  iflands,  and  fome  fpecies  which 
the  latter  were  without.  It  is  likewife  obfervable,  that  all  the 
animals  of  the  former  are  ftill  found  in  Guiana,  and  few  or 
none  of  them  in  North  America  :  Thefe  are  additional  proofs 
that  the  Windward  Iflands  were  anciently  peopled  from  the 
South.     The  enumeration  of  them  follows: 

1.  The  Agouti, 

2.  The  Pecary, 

3.  The  Armadillo, 

4.  The  Opufliim, 

5.  The  Racoon, 

6.  The  Mufli  Rat, 

7.  The  Alco, 

8.  The  fmaller  Monkey  of  feveral  varieties. 
These  I  think  are  their  moft  general  appellationsj  but,  from 

the  variety  of  Indian  languages,  or  dialefts  rather  of  the  fame 
language,  which  anciently  prevailed  in  the  Iflands  and  on  ths 

N  2  neighbouring 
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neighbouring  Continent,  fome  of  thefe  animals  have  been  6i(^ 
tinguillied  by  fo  many  different  names,  that,,  in  reading  the  ac- 
counts of  them  tranfmitted  by  the  French, and  Spanifh.  hifto- 
rians,  it  is  often  difficult  to  underftand  of  which  in  particular 
they  mean  to  fpeak. 

The  Agouti  isfometimes  calhd  couli,  znA  coati.  It  wa&  cor- 
rupted into  uti  and  utia,  by  the  Spaniards ;  and  at  prefent  it  is 
known  in  fome  parts  of  the  Weil:  Indies  by  the  terms  pucarapa 
and  hidian  coney.  It  is  the  7nus  aguti  of  Linnzeus,.  and  the  cavy 
of  Pennant  and  Buffon. 

To  thefe  writers  it  is  fufficient  to  refer,  for  a  deicriptibn  of 
its  nature  and  properties. — I  iliall  briefly  obferve  that,  in  com^- 
paring  it  with  the  quadrupeds  of  Europe,. it  feems  to  eonftitute 
an  intermediate  fpecies  between  the  rabbit  and  th|  rat;  and  of 
the  animals  which  I  have  enumerated  above,  this  and  the  laft 
are,  I  fear,  the  only  ones  that  have  efcaped  the  common  fate  of 
all  the  nobler  inhabitants  of  thefe  unfortunate  iflands,  man 
himfelf  (as  we  have  feen)  not  excepted!  The  agouti  is  ftill fre- 
quently found  in  Porto-Rico,  Cuba  and  Hifpaniok,  and  fome- 
times  in  the  mountains  of  Jjamaica.  In  moft  of"  the  iflands  to 
Windward,  the  race,  though  once  common  to  them  all,  is  novr 
I  believe  utterly  extind. 

The  Pecary,  which  was  known  in  the  Windward  Iflands 

only,  and  the  Continent,  has  been  honoured  with  no  lels  variety 

of  names  than  the  agouti.    According  to  Rochefort  it  v/as  alfo 

called  j'avari  andpac^uire.     By  Dampier  it  is  named  pe/as.    By 

r,  Acofta 


WEST      INDIES. 

Acoi\.di  faino  and  zaino.    It  is  xhcfus  tajacu  of  Linnaeus,  and  the 
pecary  and  Mexkan-mujk  hog  of  our  Englifh  naturalifts. 

Of  this  animal,  a  very  full  and  particular  account  has  been 
given  by  Monf.  BufFon  in  his  Natural  Hiftory,  and  by  Dr. 
Tyfon  in  the  Phiioibphical  Tranfaftions.  I  have  heard  that  it 
ftili  abounds  in  many  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico ;  but  in  the 
V/efb  Indian  uTands  I  heliev.:  the  breed  has  been  long  (incc  ex- 
terminated. Thofe  that  I  have  feen  were  carried  thither  fronj' 
the  Continent  as  objedls  of  curiofit-y;  and  they  appeared 'to  me 
to  differ  from  the  European  hog  pri  "cipally  in  the  lingular  but 
well-known  circumftance  of  their  having  a  mulky  difcharge 
from  an  aperture  or  gland  on  the  back,  erroneoufly  fuppofed  to 
be  the  navel;  and  in  the  colour  of  their  bridles  j  the  pecary 
being  indeed  highly  ornamented  j  for  the  briflles  of  thofe  that  I 
beheld,  were  of  pale  blue,  tipt  with  white.  It  is  alfo  related  of 
this  animal,  that  it  poileffes  far  greater  courage  than  the  hog  of 
Europe ;  and  when  hunted  by  dogs,  will  frequently  turn  and 
compel  its  enemy  to  retreat..  Thus  its  native  bravery  bringing 
it  within  the  reach  of  fire-arms,  contributed  doubtlefs  to  its  final 
deftrudlion  in  the  IHands. 

Of  the  Armadillo,  the  fpecies^anciently  known  in  thefe  iflands 
was  I  think  tliat  which  is  called  by  fyfteniadcal  writers  the  nine 
handed.  It  is  covered  with  a  jointed  fhell  or  fcaly  armour,  and 
has  the  faculty  of  rolling  itfelf  up,  like  the  hedge-hog.  As  food 
it  is  faid  to  be  very  wholefome  and  delicate.  It  was  once  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  Weft:  Indies. 

Thf, 
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BOOK  The  OpuiTum  (or  manitou)  is  diPdnguifhable  from  all  other 
I-  animals,  by  a  wonderful  property.     Under  the  belly  of  the  fe- 

^""^^  male  there  is  a  pouch,  wherein  fhe  receives  and  flielters  her 
young. — Both  this  and  the  former  animal  are  too  well  known 
to  the  curious  in  natural  refearches,  to  render  it  neceffary  for  me 
to  be  more  particubx.  I  believe  the  opuffum,  Uke  the  pecary, 
was  unknown  to  the  larger  Iflands. 

The  Racoon  was  common  in  Jamaica  in  the  time  of  Sloane, 
who  obferves  that  it  was  eaten  by  all  forts  of  people.  Its  abode 
v/as  chiefly  in  hollow  trees,  from  whence,  fays  Sloane,  it  makes 
paths  to  vhe  cane-fields,  where  it  chiefly  fubfifts  ;  a  circumftance 
which,  while  it  indicates  that  its  number  was  conliderable,  eaiily 
accounts  for  its  deftruftion. 

The  Mulli  Rat  is  the  fihris  of  naturalifls :  it  burrows  in  the 
earth,  and  fmells  fo  ftrongly  of  mulk,  that  its  retreat  is  eafily 
difcovered.  According  to  the  French  writers,  thefe  abounded 
anciently  in  Martinico  and  the  other  Windward  Iflands  to  a 
great  degree  (m) ;  and  its  refemblance  to  the  common  rat  of 
Europe,  though  four  times  as  large,  probably  proved  fatal  to 
the  whole  race.  I  am  inclined  to  fufpedt  that  this  animal  is 
the  agouti  of  the  larger  Iflands. 

The  Alco  was  the  native  dog  of  the  New  Hemifphere,  nor 
does  it  feem  to  have  differed  greatly  from  that  of  the  Old  ;  ex- 
cept that  it  polTeflTed  not  the  pov/er  of  barking  (n).  The  natives 

(m)  P.  Labat,  torn.  ii.  p.  302.  ('")  F.  Col.  c.  xxlv. 
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of  Hifpanicla,  like  thofe  of  Otahelte,  fattened  them  with  care, 
and  accounted  their  fleih  a  great  delicac^.  "  In  St.  Domingo" 
(fays  Acofta)  "  the  dogs  of  Europe  have  multiplied  fo  exceed- 
"  ingly,  that  at  this  time  (15S7)  they  are  a  nuifance  and  a  ter- 
"  ror  to  the  inhabitants,  and  a  price  is  fet  on  their  heads  as  on 
«  woh^es  in  Old  Spain.  At  firft  there  were  no  dogs  in  this 
"  idand,  but  a  fmall  mute  creature  refembling  a  dog,  with  a 
"  nofe  like  that  of  a  fox;  which  the  natives  called  alco.  The 
"  Indians  were  Co  fond  of  thefe  little  animals,  that  they  carried 
"  them  on  their  fhoulders  wherever  they  went,  or  nourilhed 
"  them  in  their  bofoms." 

The  Monkey  and  its  varieties  require  no  deicription. 

Thus  it  appears  that  out  of  eight  different  fpecies  of  edi^ 
ble  quadrupeds,  one  only  was  domelLick  and  fequacious.  Few 
indeed  are  the  animals  that  own  allegiance  toman  in  his  favage 
ftate.  Of  the  beafts  of  the  forefl,  the  ftrongefl  difpute  his 
fuperiority  and  the  weakeft  avoid  his  approach.  To  his  con- 
veniency  therefore  they  contribute  nothing,  and  towards  his 
nourifliment,  the  fupplies  that  they  afford  are  cafual  and  uncer- 
tain. Nature  however  feems  to  have  difplayed  towards  the  in- 
habitants of  thefe  iflands,  a  bounty  that  ajmoft  rendered  fuper- 
fiuoLis  the  labours  of  art  in  procuring  them  fuflenance;  for, 
bcfides  the  animals  that  I  have  mentioned,  and  thofe  that  are 
furnifhed  by  the  rivers  and  the  fea,  the  woods  v/ere  peopled 
with  two  very  extraordinary  creatures ;  both  of  which  anciently 
v/ere,  and  flill  are,  not  only  ufed  as  food,  but  accounted  fuperior 
delicacies. 

y.  These. 
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These  are  the  Iguana  and  the  Mountain-crab.  The  Iguana 
(or,  as  it  is  more  comn'ionly  written,  the  guana  J  is  a  fpecies  of 
Lizard: — a  clafs  of  animals,  about  which  naturalifls  are  not 
agreed  whether  to  rank  them  with  quadrupeds,  or  to  degrade 
them  to  ferpents. — They  feem  therefore  to  ftand  aloof  from  all 
eilabliihed  fyftems,  and  indeed  juftly  claim  a  very  diftinguifhed 
place  by  themfelves.  From  the  alligator,  the  moft  formidable 
of  the  family,  meafuring  fometimes  twenty  feet  in  length,  the 
gradation  is  regular  in  diminution  of  fize  to  the  fmall  lizard  of 
three  inches  j  the  fame  figure  and  conformation  nearly  (though 
not  wholly)  prevailing  in  each.  The  iguana  is  one  of  the 
intermediate  fpecies,  and  is  commonly  about  three  feet  long, 
and  proper tionably  bulky.  It  lives  chiefly  among  fruit  trees, 
and  is  perfedlly  gentle  and  innoxious.  Europeans  doubtlefs 
learnt  to  make  food  of  them  from  the  example  of  the  ancient 
Indians,  amongfl  whom  the  pradlice  of  hunting  them  was  a 
favourite  diverfion  foj ;  and  they  are  now  become  generally 
fcarce,  except  in  the  iflands  of  the  Windward-palTage,  and  fuch 
other  places  between  the  tropicks  as  are  feldom  vifited  by  man. 
I  believe  indeed  the  Englifh,  even  when  they  were  more  plen- 
tiful, did  not  often  ferve  them  at  elegant  tables ;  but  their 
French  and  Spanifh  neighbours,  lefs  fqueamifli,  ftill  devour 
them  with  exqviifite  relifli :  I  imagine  too  they  have  good  rea- 
fon;  for  I  have  been  affured  by  a  lady  of  great  beauty  and 
elegance,  who  fpoke   from    experience,   that   the  iguana   is 

(e)  F.  Col.  c.  XXV. 
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equal    in    flavour    and   wholefomenefs    to    the    finell   green 
turtle  (p). 

Respecting  the  Mountain  Crab,  which  ftillfurvives  in  the 
larger  of  thefe  Iflands,  though  its  final  extinction  is  probably 
at  hand,  its  hiflory  is  fo  wonderful,  that  I  choofe  rather  to  give 
it  in  the  language  of  others,  than  in  any  recital  of  my  own. 
The  authors  from  whom  I  tranfcribe,  are  Du  Tertre  and 
Brown.     They  both  wrote  from  their  own  knowledge  and 

[p)  P.  Labat  likewife  fpeaks  of  a  fricafTeed  guana  with  high  approbation. 
He  compares  it  to  chicken,  for  the  whitenefs  of  its  ilelh  and  the  delicacy  of  its 
flavour. — Tom.  iii.  p.  315*  ^^'^  fubfequent  page,  he  gives  a  minute  account 
of  the  manner  of  catching  this  aniinal,  aad  if  the  reader  has  no  objeiSlion  to 
accompany  the  'good  Father  a  la  chajfe,  he  may  participate  in  the  diverfion  as 
follows:  "We  were  attended"'  (fays  he)  "by  a  negro,  who  carried  a  long 
"  rod;  at  one  end  of  which  was  a  piece  of  whipcord  with  a  running  knot, 
"  After  beating  the  bufties  for  fome  time,  the  negro  difcovered  our  game 
<'  bafking  in  the  fun  on  the  dry  limb  of  a  tree.  Hereupon  he  began  whiftling 
"  with  all  his  might,  to  which  the  guana  was  wonderfully  attentive,  ftretching 
"  out  his  neck  and  turning  his  head,  as  if  to  enjoy  it  more  full)-.  The  negro 
"  now  approached,  ftill  whiftling,  and  advancing  his  rod  gently,  began  tick- 
"  ling  with  the  end  of  it  the  fides  and  throat  of  the  guana,  who  feemed  • 
"  mightily  pleafed  with  the  operation ;  for  he  turned  on  his  back,  and  ftretched 
«  himfelf  out  like  a  cat  before  a  fire,  and  at  length  fairly  fell  afleep;  which 
"  the  negro  perceiving,  dexteroufly  flipt  the  noofe  over  his  head,  and  with  a 
"  jerk  brought  him  to  the  ground :  and  good  fport  it  afforded"  (continues 
the  reverend  hiftorian)  "  to  fee  the  creature  fwell  like  a  turkey  cock,  at  find- 
"  ing  himfelf  entrapped.  We  caught  others  in  the  fame  way,  and  kept  one 
"  of  them  alive  feven  or  eight  days,  but  it  grieved  me  to  the  heart  to  find 
«  that  he  thereby  lofl  much  delicious  fat."  Thefe  animals  are  likewife  known 
in  the  Eaft:  Indies.  Sir  Jofeph  Banks  iliot  one  of  them  at  Batavia,  and  found 
it  good  food. 

Vol.  I.  O  perfonal 
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perfonal  obfervation,  and  the  fafts  which  they  relate  have  beea 
repeated  to  me  a  thoufand  times  in  the  Weft  Indies,  by  perfons, 
who  I  am  fure  never  knew  what  has  been  publifLed  on  the 
fubjed  by  any  author  whatever.  "  Thefe  animals  "  (fays  Du 
Tertre)  "  live  not  only  in  a  kind  of  orderly  fociety  in  their 
**  retreats  in  the  mountains,  but  regularly  once  a  year  march 
"  down  to  the  fea-lide  in  a  body  of  fome  millions  at  a  time. 
"  As  they  multiply  in  great  numbers,  they  chufe  the  months 
"  of  April  or  May  to  begin  their  expedition ;  and  then  fally  out 
"  from  the  flumps  of  hollow  trees,  from  the  clefts  of  rocks, 
"  and  from  the  holes  v/hich  they  dig  for  themfelves  under 
"  the  furface  of  the  earth.  At  that  time  the  whole  ground 
"  is  covered  with  this  band  of  adventurers;  there  is  no  fetting 
"  down  one's  foot  without  treading  upon  them.  The  fea  is 
"  their  place  of  deflination,  and  to  that  they  dire£t  their  march 
"  with  right-lined  precifion.  No  geometrician  could,  fend 
*'  them  to  their  defllned  ilation  by  a  fhorter  coiirfe  j  they 
*'  neither  turn  to  the  right  nor  to  the  left  whatever  obflacles 
**  intervene ;  and  even  if  they  meet  with  a  houfe,  they  will 
"  attempt  to  fcale  the  walls  to  keep  the  unbroken  tenor  of 
*'  their  way.  But  though  this  be  the  general  order  of  their 
**  route,  they,  upon  other  occafions,  are  compelled  to  conform 
"  to  the  face  of  the  country,  and  if  it  be  interfered  by  rivers, 
"  they  are  feen  to  wind  along  the  courfc  of  the  flream.  The 
"  proceflion  fets  forward  from  the  mountains  with  the  regu« 
"  larity  of  an  army  under  the  guidance  of  an  experienced  com- 
"  mander.  They  are  commonly  divided  into  battalions,  of 
"  which  the  lirft  confifls  of  the  ftrongeft  and  boldefl  males, 
"  that,  like  pioneers,  march  forward  to  clear  the  route  and 
■f  "  face 
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"  face  the  greatefl  dangers.  The  night  is  their  chief  time 
"  of  proceeding,  but  if  it  rains  by  day  they  do  not  fail  to  profit 
"  by  the  occafion,-  and  they  continue  to  move  forward  in  their 
*'  flow  uniform  manner.  When  the  fun  fliines  and  is  hot  upoa 
"  the  furface  of  the  ground,  they  make  an  univerfal  halt,  and 
*'  wait  till  the  cool  of'  the  evening.  When  they  are  terrified, 
"  they  march  back  in  a  confufed  diforderly  manner,  holding  up 
"  their  nippers,  with  which  they  fometimes  tear  off  a  piece  of 
*■'  the  flcin,  and  leave  the  weapon  v/here  they  inflifted  the 
"  wound, 

"  When,  after  a  fatiguing  march,  and  efcaping  a  thoufand 
"  dangers,  for  they  are  fometimes  three  months  in  getting  to 
**  the  fliore,  they  have  arrived  at  their  dellined  port,  they  pre- 
"  pare  to  cait  their  fpawn.  For  this  purpofe  the  crab  has  no 
*'  fooner  reached  the  fhore,  than  it  eagerly  goes  to  the  edge 
^'  of  the  water,  and  lets  the  waves  walli  over  its  body  two  or 
^'  three  times  to  wafli  off  the  fpawn.  The  eggs  are  hatched 
"  under  the  fand ;  and  foon  after,  millions  at  a  time  of  the 
"  new-born  crabs,  are  feen  quitting  the  iliore,  and  flowly  tra- 
"  veiling  up  to  the  mountains." 

So  far  Du  Tertre,  as  copied  by  Goldfmith.  What  follows, 
is  from  Brown's  Hiftory  of  Jamaica.  "  The  old  crabs  having 
**  difburthened  themfelves"  (as  above)  "  generally  regain  their 
"  habitations  in  the  mountains  by  the  latter  end  of  June. — In 
"  Augufc  they  begin  to  fatten,  and  prepare  for  moulting  3  filling 
"  up  their  burrov/s  with  dry  grafs,  leaves,  and  abundance  of 
"  other  materials. — When    the  proper  period   comes,   each 

O  2  *'  retires 
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**  retires  to  his  hole,  fliuts  up  the  pafiage,  and  remains  quite 
"  unad:ive  until  he  gets  rid  of  his  old  fliell,  and  is  fully  provi- 
"  ded  with  a  new  one.  How  long  they  continue  in  this  ftate 
"  is  uncertain,  but  the  iliell  is  firft  obfe'rved  to  burft  at  the 
"  back  and  the.  fides,  to  give  a  paiTage  to  the  body,  and  the 
"  animal  extra fts  its  limbs  from  all  the  other  parts  gradually 
"afterwards.  At  this  time  the  fleiOi  is  in  the  richeft  ftate, 
*'  and  covered  only  with  a  tender  membranous  ikin,  variegated 
**  with  a  multitude  of  reddifli  veins,  but  this  hardens  gradually, 
*'  and  foon  becomes  a  perfedl  fliell  like  the  former.  It  is 
"  however  remarkable  that,  during  this  change,  there  are  fomc 
"  ftony  concretions  always  formed  in  the  bag,  which  wafle 
"  and  diflblve  as  the  creature  forms  and  perfeds  its  new  cruft.'* 

To  thefe  fall  and  particular  accounts  I  will  add,  of  my  own 
knowledge,  that  many  people,  in  order  to  eat  of  this  lingular 
animal  in  the  higheft  perfedlion,  caufe  them  to  be  dug  out  of 
the  earth  in  the  moulting  flate;  but  they  are  ufually  taken 
from  the  time  they  begin  to  move  of  themfelves,  till  they 
reach  the  fea  as  already  related.  During  all  this  time  they  are 
in  fpawn,  and  if  my  teflimony  can  add  weight  to  that  of  all 
who  have  written,  and  all  who  have-feafted,  on  the  fubjedl;,  I 
pronounce  them,  without  doubt,  one  of  the  choiceft  morfels  in 
nature.  The  obfervation  therefore  of  Du  Tertre,  is  neither 
hyperbolical,  nor  extravagant.  Speaking  of  the  various  fpecies 
of  this  animal,  he  terms  them  "  a  living  and  perpetual  fupply 
*'  of  m.anna  in  the  wildernefs ;  equalled  only  by  the  miraculous 
*'  bounty  of  Providence  to  the  children  of  Ifrael  when  wander- 
"  ing  in  the  defert.     They  are  a  refource,"  continues  he,  "  to 

"  which 
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**  which  the  Indians  have  at  all  times  refort ;  for  when  all     C  FI  A  P, 
"  other  provifions  are  fcarce,  this  never  fails  them."  ^^• 

Such  plenty  of  animal  food,  had  the  lavlfli  hand  of  nature 
enabled  the  groves  and  the  forefts  of  thefe  highly  favoured 
iflands,  to  furnifh  for  the  ufe  of  man.  The  regions  of  water 
and  of  air  were  ftill  more  copioufly  gifted.  Happily  the  in- 
habitants of  thofe  elements,  lefs  obnoxious  to  the  arts  of  de- 
jftruftion  than  the  races  that  I  have  defcribed,  are  yet  fufficiently 
numerous  to  bear  witnefs  themfelves  to  the  inexhauftible  libe- 
rality of  their  almighty  Creator. — We  may  fay  in  the  language 
of  Milton,  '    . 

I  Each  creek  and  bay 

With  fry  innumerable  fwarm,  and  fhoals 

Offifh  glide  under  the  green  wave. ■• 

■ Part  fingle,  or  with  mate. 

Graze  the  fea-weed  their  pafture;   and  thro'  groves 
Of  coral  ftray,  or  fporting  with  quick  glance, 
Show  to  the  fun  their  wav'd  coats  dropt  with  gold. 

While  the  woods  and  the  marfhes  equally  abound  with  wild 
fowl  of  infinite  variety,  and  exquifite  flavour  fqj.     But  of  the 

tribes 

(q)  The  moll  delicious  bird  in  the  Weft  Indies  is  the  Ortolan-,  or  Onober-hird. 
It  is  the  emberiza  oryzivora  of  Linnseus,  or  rice-bird  of  South  Carolina;  of  which 
a  defcription  is  given  by  Catefby. — Yet  it  is  remarkable,  that  they  are  reckoned 
birds  of  paflage  in  North  America  as  well  as  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Catefby  ob- 
ferves,  that  they  arrive  in  Carolina  in  infinite  numbers  in  the  month  of  Septem- 
ber, to  devour  the  rice :  they  continue  there  about  three  weeks,  and  retire  when 
the  rice  begins  to  grow  hard. — He  fuppofes  their  route  to  be  from  Cuba  to  Caro- 
lina; but  I  believe  they  are  not  in  the  iflands  till  the  month  of  Odlober. — At 
leaft  it  is  in  that  month  that  they  vifit  Jamaica  in  prodigious  flights,  to  feed  oa 

the 
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tribes  which  thefe  iilands  il:Ill  abundantly  furnifh,  and  from 
v/hofe  nature  and  properties  there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend 
an  extindion  of  the  race,  it  is  not  within  my  province  to  treat. 
The  enumeration  that  I  have  made  has  chiefly  extended  to  fuch, 
as  from  their  fcarcity  are  feldom  noticed  by  modern  naturaHfts 
and  voyagers,  or  of  which  the  knowledge  and  even  the  names 
are  loft  to  the  prefent  inhabitants  : — for  it  has  been  jufbly  ob- 
ferved,  that  what  from  its  antiquity  is  but  little  known,  has 
from  that  circumllance  alone  the  recommendation  of  novelty. 
I  fliall  therefore  clofe  my  account  of  the  animal  creation  with 
a  defcription  of  two  very  curious  methods,  known  to  the  antient 
Indians,  of  catching  fifli  and  wild  fowl,  with  which  I  believe 
the  reader  will  be  amufed.     . 

"  The  Indians  of  Jamaica  and  Cuba  "  (fays  Oviedo)  "  go  a 
"  fifliing  with  the  remora,  or  fucking-fifh,  which  they  employ 
"  as  falconers  employ  hawks.  This  fifli,  which  is  not  above 
*'  a  fpan  long,  is  kept  for  the  purpofe  and  regularly  fed.  The 
"  owner  on  a  calm  morning  carries  it  out  to  fea,  fecured  to 
"  his  canoe  by  a  fmall  but  flrong  line,  many  fathoms  in  length; 
"  and  the  moment  the  creature  fees  a  fifli  in  the  water,  though 

the  feeds  of  the  Guinea  grafs. — According  to  Catefby,  the  hens  only  arrive  in 
Carolina  in  September.  The  hen  is  about  the  bignefs  of  a  lark,  and  coloured  not 
unlike  it  in  the  bade  ;  the  breaft  and  belly  pale  yellow,  the  bill  ftrong  and  fharp- 
pointed,  and  fhaped  like  moft  others  of  the  granivorous  kind.~-The  cock's  bill  is 
lead  colour,  the  fore  part  of  the  head  black,  the  hinder  part  and  the  neck  of  a 
reddifli  yellow,  the  upper  part  of  the  wing  white,  the  back  next  the  head  black  ; 
lower  down  grey,  the  rump  white,  the  greateft  part  of  the^wing  and  the  whole 
tall  black  ;  the  legs  and  feet  brown  in  both  fexes.— Vide  the  Tdlow  Fly-catcher 
of  Edwards,  p.  5.  - 

«  at 
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**  at  a  great  diftance,  it  ilarts  away  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  an 
"  arrow,  and  foon  faftens  upon  it.  The  Indian,  in  the  mean 
"  time,  loofens  and  lets  go  the  line,  which  is  provided  with  a 
"  buoy  that  keeps  on  the  furface  of  the  fea,  and  ferves  to 
"  mark  the  courfe  which  the  remora  has  taken,  and  he  purfues 
"  it  in  his  canoe,  until  he  conceives  his  game  to  be  nearly 
*'  exhaufted  and  run  down. — He  then,  taking  up  the  buoy, 
**  gradually  draws  the  line  towards  the  fliore ;  the  remora  ft  ill 
*'  adhering  with  inflexible  tenacity  to  its  prey^  and  it  is  with 
"  great  difficulty  that  he  is  made  to  quit  his  hold.  By  this 
**  method"  (adds  Oviedo)  "  I  have  known  a  turtle  caught,  of 
"  a  bulk  and  weight  which  no  fingle  man  could  fupport  (rj."' 

Their  contrivance  for  catching  wild  fowl  was  equally  inge- 
nious, though  pradlifed  I  believe  by  other  nations,  particularly 
the  Chinefe,  even  at  this  day.  In  the  ponds  to  which  thefe 
birds  refort,  they  ufed  to  throw  calabaflies  (a  fpecies  of  gourd) 

(r)  Herrera  confirms  this  account.  See  alfo  P.  Martyr,  Decad.  i.  lib.  ii.—^ 
Befides  the  turtle,  it  is  faid,  that  the  Indians  (the  reader  may  believe  it  or  not) 
frequently  caught  the  Manati  in  the  fame  manner.  This  fingular  animal  is  now 
become  very  fcarce  onthefliores  of  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  but  isftill  fometimes. 
caught  there,  as  I  myfelf  can  witnefs.  It  is  the  fame  which  the  French  call 
Lament'tn. — By  the  Britifli  feamen  it  has  been  named  (from  a  fuppofed  refem- 
blance  in  the  head)  the  Sea-Cow;  and  its  flefh,  which  taftes  fomewhat  like  pork, 
is  thought  to  be  very  good,  both  frefh  and  faked. — The  animal  itfelf  is  a  fort  of 
amphibious  creature,  neither  a  quadrupede  nor  a  fifli,— It  has  two  legs,  and  is 
covered  with  hair,  and  fuckles  its  young  ;  yet  it  never  leaves  the  water,  but  feeds 
on  grafs  which  grows  at  the  botto.n  of  the  fea.  It  is  commonly  from  ten  to  ■ 
fifteen  feet  long,  huge  and  unwieldy,  and  weighs  from  twelve  to  fifteen  hundred 
veighti 

"         whicbi 
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which  float  about  the  water,  and  which,  when  accullomed  to 
them,  the  fowl  would  approach  without  fear.  Having  fuc- 
ceeded  thus  far,  the  fportfijian  puts  one  of  thefe  gourds  on  his 
head  (firft  making  apertures  for  the  fight  and  the  breath)  and 
very  cautioufly  creeps  into  the  water,  either  gently  fwimming, 
or  walking  where  the  ftream  is  fhallovs^,  with  his  head  only 
above  the  water,  until  he  gets  among  the  fowl,  when  feizing 
one  at  a  time  by  the  feet,  and  dragging  it  by  a  fudden  jerk 
under  the  furface,  he  faftens  it  to  his  girdle,  and  thus  loads 
himfelf  with  as  many  as  he  can  carry  away,  without  creating 
the  leaft  alarm  or  diflurbance  among  the  reft. 

I  MIGHT  now  proceed  to  an  enumeration  and  account  of  the 
efculent  vegetables  originally  produced  in  thefe  Iflandsj  efpe- 
cially  thofemoft  valuable  ones,  the  Maize,  the  maniock  fsj,  and 
the  different  fpecies  of  the  diofcorea  or  Yam ;  of  which,  and 
the  many  delicious  fruits,  the  growth  of  thefe  climates,  the 
natives  without  doubt  compofed  the  chief  part  of  their  daily 
fupport :  but  I  am  here  happily  anticipated  by  the  voluminous 
collections  of  fyftematical  writers  ;  particularly  thofe  of  Sloane, 
Brown,  and  Hughes.  Neverthelefs  it  were  to  be  wilhed,  that 
thofe  authors  had  more  frequently  difcriminated  than  they  ap- 
pear to  have  done,  fuch  vegetables  as  are  indigenous,  from  thafe 
which  have  been  tranfplanted  from  foreign  countries.    Nature, 

(s)  A  late  ingenious  writer  (Dr.  Darwin)  has  given  it  as  his  opinion,  that  thtS 
maniock,  or  caffava,  when  made  into  bread,  is  rendered  mild  by  the  heat  it 
undergoes,  rather  than  by  exprefllng  its  fuperfluous  juice ;  and  I  believe  the 
obfervation  to  be  juft ;  for  Sir  Hans  Sloane  relates,  that  the  juice  itfelf,  however 
acrimonious  in  its  raw  ftate,  becomes,  when  boiled,  as  innocent  and  wholefome 
as  whey, 

with 
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^Ith  moft  beneficent  intention,  has  beftowed  on  diftant 
climates  and  regions  many  fpecies  peculiar  to  each.  This 
variety  in  her  works,  is  one  of  the  greatefl:  incitements  to 
iiuman  induilry  j  and  the  progrefs  of  men  in  fpreading  abroad 
the  bleflings  of  Providence,  adorning  and  enriching  the  widely 
feparated  regions  of  the  globe  with  their  reciprocal  produ(ftions, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  employments  of  our  faculties, 
fo  it  is  a  fubjedt  which  well  deferves  the  notice  of  the  hiftorian, 
and  the  contemplation  of  the  phUofopher  (t). 

But  it  is  now  time  to  quit  general  defcription  for  particular 
hiftory.  Many  objects  indeed  are  hereafter  to  be  confidered* 
which,  being  common  to  all  our  Weft  Indian  pofleffions,  will 
be  comprehenlively  difcufled  j— but  in  previoufly  treating  of  the 
origin  and  progrefs  of  our  national  eftabliihments  in  them,  it 
.feems  proper  to  difcourfe  of  each  Ifland  feparately ; — and,  as 
,the  moft  important,  I  begin  with  Jamaica. 

(t)  The  Weft  Indies  are  much  indebted,  on  this  account,  to.  the  Eaft,  but  I 

1  believe  that  the  firft  of  all  fruits,  the  anana  or  pine-apple,  was  carried  from  the 

Weft  to  the  Eaft.     It  was.  found  by  Columbus  in  all  the  Weft  India  Iflands,  and 

jP.  Martyr,  whofe  Decades  were  chiefly  compiled  out  of  Columbus's  Letters  to 

King  Ferdinand,  writes  of  it  as  follows  :  Alium  fruSlupi  fe  inviilljpmus  rex  Fer- 

dinandXis  comedijfe  fatetur-,  ab  iifdem  t err  is  adveiiam,  fquatnmofum.,  piniis  nucamen- 

ittttn  adfpe^u,  forma  colore  amulatur^  fed  moll: tie  par  melopeponi,  fapore  omnem 

fuperat  hortenfem  fruSlum  :   non  en'm  arbor  e/l,  fed  herba,  car  duo  perfimilis.,  aut 

.  acantho.    Huic  et  rex  ipfe  palmam  tribuit.    Ex  its  ego  pom'ts  minimi  comedi  :  quia 

unum  tanfiim  e  paucis  allatis  reperere  incorruptum,  cater  is  ex  longa  navigation! 

putrefaiiis.    ^i  in  native fola  recentia  ederunt  illorum  cum  admiratione  fuavitatem 

extollunt.     Who  does  not  lament  that  King  Ferdinand  did  not  leave  a  flice  for 

his  honeft  Hiftoriographer  ?  The  term  Anana  is,  I  believe,  eaftern :  The  Weft 

.Indian  name  of  this  fruit  was  fan-palo-mie. 

Vol,.  I.  P  APPEX- 
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APPENDIX     TO     BOOK    I, 

Contaiiiing  fome  additional  obfervations  cojicerning  the  origin  j/' 
the  Charaibes, 


A V I N  G  ventured,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  this  book, 
to  adopt  the  opinion  of  Hornius  (a)  and  other  writers, 
who  affign  to  fome  of  the  natives  of  America  an  oriental  origin,., 
and  fuppofe  that  they  anciently  croiTed  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  I 
beg  the  reader's  indulgence  while  I  briefly  ftate  the  evidence 
whereon  I  attempt  to  rebuild  a  fyftem,  which  it  has  become 
fafliionable,  among  fome  late  philofophers,  to  rejed;  and 
deride. 

So  many  volumes  have  indeed  already  been  written,  and  fo 
much  ufelefs  learning  exhaufted,  on  the  fubjedl  of  the  firft 
peopling  America,  that  I  doubt  the  reader  will  fhrink  with  dif- 
guft  from  an  invefligation,  which  perhaps  has  given  rife  to  as 
great  a  number  of  idle  books,  as  any  queftion  (fome  difputed 
points  in  divinity  excepted)  that  ever  diflradied  the  attention 
of  mankind. 

It  may  be  necelTary  therefore  to  premife,  that  I  mean  to 
apply  my  argument  to  the  Charaibe  Nation  only ;  a  people, 
whofe  manners  and  charafteriilick  features  denote,,  as  I  con- 

(a)  De  originlbus  Americanis,  lib.  ii,  c.  vi., 

§  ceivcj. 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  107 

ceive,  a  different  anceftry  from  that  of  the  generality  of  the    APPEN- 
American  nations.  DiX. 

It  is  not  v/onderful  that  the  notion  of  their  tranfatlantick 
origin  fhould  have  been  treated  with  derifion. — The  advocates 
for  this  opinion,  like  the  framers  of  mofl:  other  fyftems,  by  at- 
tempting to  prove  too  much,  have  gained  even  lefs  credit  than 
they  deferve.  In  contending  that  the  New  World  was  firfl 
planted  by  adventurers  from  the  Old,  they  univerfally  take  for 
granted,  that  fome  of  thofe  adventurers  returned,  and  gave 
accounts  of  their  difcoveries ;  for  they  fuppofe  that  America 
was  well  known  to  the  Ancients  ;  that  not  only  the  Phenicians 
made  repeated  voyages  thither ;  but  that  the  Egyptians  and 
Carthaginians  alfo,  voluntarily  croffed  the  Atlantick,  and  planted 
Colonies,  at  different  periods,  in  various  parts  of  the  New 
Hemifphere. 

In  fupport  of  thefe  opinions,  quotations  have  been  made 
from  poets,  philofophers  and  hiflorians  :  But  if  we  refled  on 
the  limited  extent  of  navigation  before  the  difcovery  of  the 
compafs  i  the  prevailing  direction  of  the  winds  between  the 
tropicks;  and  various  other  obftrudlions,  we  may  I  think  very 
confidently  determine  (notwithftanding  the  traditions  preferved 
by  Plato  ;  the  poetical  reveries  of  Seneca  the  tragedian,  and 
many  other  paflages  in  ancient  writers,  which  admit  of  various 
interpretations,  and  therefore  prove  nothing)  t/Mt  ?io  ve//e/  ever 
returned  from  any  part  of  America  before  that  ofColiunhus. — This 
conclufion  however  does  by  no  means  warrant  us  in  pronoun- 
cing that  no  veffel  ever  failed  thither  from  the  ancient  conti- 
nent, either  by  accident  or  delign,  anterior  to  that  period.  That 

P  2  fuch 
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BOOK     fuch  inilances  did  adlually  happen,  and  by  what  means,  I  fliall 
I-  now  endeavour  briefly  to  point  out. 

There  is  no  cireumftance  in  hlftory  better  attefted,  than 
that  frequent  voyages  from  the  Mediterranean  along  the  African 
coaft,  on  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  were  made>  both  by  the  Pheni- 
cians  and  Egyptians,  many  hundred  years  before  the  Chriftian 
era.  It  is  true^  that  almoft  dl  the  accounts  which  have  been 
tranfmitted  to  us,  in  profane  hiftory,  of  thofe  expeditions,  are 
involved  in  obfcurity,  and  intermixed  with  abfurdity  and  fable; 
— but  it  is  the  biifinefs  of  philofophy  to  feparate,  a^  much  aS 
pofliblej  truth  from  falfehood;  and  not  haftily  to  conclude, 
becaufe  fome  circumftances  are  extravagant,  that  all  are  with- 
out foundation.  We  know  from  indifputable  authority,  that 
the  Phenicians  difcovered  the  Azores,  and  vifited  eVen  our  own 
Ifland  before  the  Trojan  war  (b)i  That  their  fucceflbrs  the 
Carthaginians,  were  not  lefs  diftinguiflied  for  the  fpirit  of  naval 
enterprize,  we  may  conclude  from  the  celebrated  expedition 
of  Hanno /^<:y' i  who,  about  250  years  before  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  failed  along  the  African  coaft,  until  he  came  within 

(h)  ProcopiuS,  Secretary  to  Belifarius  in  the  time  of  Juftinian,  mentions  in 
his  Vandalica,  book  ii.  that  there 'were  then  ftanding  in  Africa  Tingitana, 
(Tangier)  two  columns  erefted  by  the  Chananites  that  fled  from  Joihua,  the 
fon  of  Nun.  Eufebius  alfo  writes,  that  thofe  Chananites  which  were  driyeii 
out  by  the  Ifraelitcs  conduced  Colonies  to  Tripoli,  in  Africa.  (Bochart  in 
Canaan^  cap.  xxiv.)-^that  they  navigated  the  Weftern  Ocean  {cap.  xxxvi.) 
and  were  in  Gaul  and  Br-itain  (cap.yXi\.')  See  alfo  Samrries's  Phaenician  Hif- 
tory  of  Britain. 

{c)  This  was  publifhed  with  Stephanus  de  Urbibus,  by  Berkley,  in  168S,  and 
ki  the  minor  geographers  at  Oxford.  I  believe  it  was  lirft  publifhed  in  Greek, 
fey  Sigifmund  Gelenius,  who  died  in  1554. 

^  ■  five 
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five  degrees  of  the  line.     It  was  the  Carthaginians  who  dif-    APPEN- 
eovered  ths  Canary  Iflands,  and  it  appears  from  the  teftimony       DIX. 
of  Pliny  fdj,  that  they  found  in  thofe  iflands,  the  ruins,  of  great 
hxxiliing?,,  fvejligia  EdificiorumJ'  a  proof  that  they  had  been  v/ell 
inhabited  in  periods  of  which  hiftory  is  filent. 

So  far,  we  have  clear  hiftorical  evidence  to  guide  us  in  our 
pefearches.-    Not  iefs  clear  and  certain  (though  lefs  numerous)- 
are  the  accounts  of  the  Phenician  navigation^ down  the  Arabian 
Gulph,  or  Red  Sea,  to  diilant  parts  of  Alia  and  Africa,  in  ages- 
flill  more  remote  than  thofe  that  have  been  mentioned.  In  the. 
voyages  undertaken  by  King  Solomon,  he  employed  the  fhips. 
and  mariners  of  that  adventurous  and  commercial  people.  With 
their  affiftance  he  fitted  out  fleets  from  Ezion-geber,.a  port  of 
the  Red  fea,.  fuppofed  to  be  the  Berenice  of  the  Greeks.     Of 
thofe  fliips,  feme  were  bound  for  the  weftern  coafl:  of  the 
great  Indian  continent ;  others,  there  is  reafon  to  believe,  turn- 
ing towards  Africa,  pafl'ed  the  fouthern  promontory,  and  re-- 
turned  home  by  the  Mediterranean  to  the  port  of  Joppa. 

In  fupport  of  this  account  of  the  flburlfhing  fl:'ate  of  ancient 
navigation  in  the  Arabian  Gulph,  we  have,  firfl;  of  all,  the  highell 
authority  to  refer  to  ;  that  of  the  fcriptures.  Next  to  which, 
we  may  rank  the  tefl:imony  of  Herodotus,  the  father  of  pro- 
fane hifl:ory  :  the  truth  of  whofe  well-known  relation  of  a; 
Phenician  fleet  doubling  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  fix  hundred 
years  before  the  birth  of  Chrift,  was  never  difputed,  I  believe, 
until  our  learned  countryman,  the  author  of  the  late  American 

(d)  Lib,  vi.  c.  xxxii.  de  Fartiwatis  InfuHs. 

hiilory,. 
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BOOK    hlflory,  delivered  it  as  his  opinion,  that  "  all  the  information 

I.  "  we  have  received  from  the  Greek  and   Roman  authors,  of 

■    "      "  the  Phenician  and  Carthaginian  voyages,  excepting  only  the 

"  fliort  narrative  of  Hanno's,  expedition  before  mentioned,  is 

"  of  fufpicious  authority  (e)'' 

1  SHALL  quote  from  Herodotus  the  paflage  alluded  to,  that 
the  reader  may  judge  for  himfelf  of  the  veracity  of  the  venerable 
old  Grecian.  It  is  as  follows.  "  Lybia  is  every  where  encir- 
"  cled  by  the  fea,  except  on  that  fide  where  it  adjoins  to  Alia. 
"  Pharaoh  Neco,  King  of  Egypt  (f),  made  this  manifeft. 
"  After  he  had  defifted  from  his  project  of  digging  a  canal  from 
"  the  Nile  to  the  Arabian  Gulph,  he  furnifhed  a  body  of  Phe- 
''  nicians  with  fhips,  commanding  them  to  enter  the  Northern 
"  Sea  by  the  Pillars  of  Hercules  ;  and  fall  back  by  that  route 
"  to  Egypt.  The  Phenicians  therefore  failing  from  the  Red 
"  Sea  navigated  the  Southern  Ocean:  At  the  end  of  autumn 
"  they  anchored,  and  going  afhore  fowed  the  ground,  as  thofe 
"  naho  make  a  Lybian  voyage  always  do,  and  firaid  the  harveft. 
"  Having  cut  the  corn,  they  failed.  Thus  two  years  having 
"  elapfed,  they  returned  to  Egypt,  paffing  by  the  pillars  of 
"  Hercules ;  and  they  reported  a  circumftance  which  I   can 

(e)  Robertfon's  Hiftory  of  America,  vol.  i.  p.  9. 

(f)  There  were  two  kings  of  Egypt  of  this  name.  The  fecond,  who  is 
generally  fuppofed  to  have  ordered  the  circumnavigation  of  Africa,  was  flain 
in  battle  by  the  Afiyrians,  I  think  under  the  command  of  Nebuchadnezzar; 
but  an  ambiguous  phrafe  in  Herodotus,  feems  rather  to  point  out  the  felder 
Neco,  who  v/as  contemporary  with  Solomon. 

"  fcarcely 
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"  fcarcely  credit,  though'  it  may  gain  belief  from  others,  f&af  A  P  P  £  N- 
**  Jailirig  round  Lybia  thejiin  rofe  on  the  right  hand  (g)."  D  I X. 

Notwithstanding  the  doubts  entertained  by  Dr.  Robert- 
fon  refpedling  this  account,  I  perceive  in  it  fuch  evidence  of  truth, 
as  to  my  own  mind  affords  entire  conviction. — How  could  it 
have  been  known,  unlefs  from  aftuaJ  obfervation,  that  Africa, 
towards  the  South,,  was  encompafled  by  the  fea  ?  The  caution 
with  which  the  venerable  hiftorian  expreffes  himfelf,  is  remark- 
able ;  and  the  circumftance  that  the  fun  rofe  on  the  right,  is 
decifive  of  the  main  fadl ; — for  it  demonftrates  ihat  they  had 
then  adlually  doubled  the  fouthern  promontory,  and  were 
fleering  in  a  northerly  direftion  j,  the  courfe  they  would- 
neceflarily  purfue» 

Dr.  Robertfon  has  fhewn,  it  Is  true,  that  many  hiilorians- 
and  geographers  of  antiquity,  who  lived  long  after  the  days  of 
Herodotus,  knew  nothing  concerning  the  forixk  and  ftate  of  the 
fouthern  parts  of  Africa. — He  obferves  particularly  that 
Ptolemy,  the  aftronomer,  fuppofed  that  this  great  continent 
ftretched  without  interruption  to  the  South  Pole.  AH  this 
however  only  demonftrates  that  navigation,  like  many  other 
branches  of  fcience,  flouriihed  in  one  age,  and  declined  in 
another.  Herodotus  lived  400  years  before  the  birth  of  our 
Saviour,  and  Ptolemy  140  years  after.  Ancient  hiflory  abun- 
dantly proves  that  the  Phenicians,  and  their  fucceffors-  the 

{g)  Herod.  Melpomene  42.  It  was  alfo  the  opinion  of  Eratbfhenes  that  the 
outer  fea  flowed  round  the  earth,  and  that  the  Weftern,  or  Atlantick,  and  Red 
Seas,  were  but  one  ocean.  ^ifW^  Strabo,  B.  i.  p.  38.  See  alfo  the.  fame  author 
B.  I.  p.  28.  where  it  is  afferted,  that  Homer's  Menelaus  circumnavigated  Africa 
from  Gades  to  India. 

Cartha- 
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Carthaginians,  poffeflfed  far  greater  fkill  in  naval  af^irs  than 
the  Greeks,  Romans,  or  any  other  nation  that  came  after 
them,  until  the  fpirit  of  naval  difcovery  revived,  and  fhonc 
with  greater  luftre  than  ever,  in  the  fifteenth  century. 

Prom  this  recapitulation  which  I  have  thought  neceflary 
to  make,  though  the  fubftance  of  it  may  be  found  in  a  thoufand 
different  authors,  (commonly  blended  indeed  with  much  learn- 
ed abfurdity  and  frivolous  corijedture)  the  reader  will  clearly 
perceive  that  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  along  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  both  from  the  Northland  the  South,  and  even 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  the  land,  was  well  underftood 
and  prevailed  in  -very  remote  ages.  Now  if  we  enquire  into 
the  nature  of  the  winds  and  currents  on  the  African  coaft,  and 
refledt  on. the  various  cafualtiesito  which  fliips  at  fea  are  liable, 
even  in  the  moft  favourable  feafon  of  the  year  j  we  muft  admit,, 
that  it  not  only  probably  happened  in  fome  of  thofe  ancient 
expeditions,  but  even  .that  it  maasfcarce  J>oJJtble  not  to  happen.^ 
that  vcflels  would  be  driven  by  fudden  gufts,  or  carried  by  ad- 
,.verfe  currents,  within  the  verge  of  the  trade- wind j  in  which 
cafe,  if  they  happened  to  lofe  their.maft^,  they  muft  neceflarily 
run  before  the  wind,  towards  Brafil,  or^the  Weft  Indies. 

Two  remarkable  accidents  of  this  nature,  precifely  in  point, 
arc  recorded  by  writers  of  credit,  and  doubtlefs  there  are  many 
other  inftances  equally  well  authenticated,  .that  have  efcaped 
my  refearch.  The  firft  is  related  by  Glafs,  in  his  hiftory  of 
the  Canary  Iflands,  who  obferves  that  a  fmall  bark,  bound 
from  Lancerota  to  Teneriffe,  was  thus  forced  out  of  her  courfe, 
.and  obliged  to  run  before  the  wind,  until  ftie  came  within  two 

.days 
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days  fail  of  the  coafl  of  Garaccasj  where  flie  fortunately  met   APPEN- 

with  an  Englifh  cruifer  which  relieved  her  diflrefies,  and  di-       DIX. 

reded  her  to  the  Port  of  La  Guaira  on  that  coaft.     The  other 

is  told  by  Gumilla,  as  follows.     "  In  December  1731,"  fays 

this   author,  "   while    I  was  at  the  town   of  St  Jofeph,   in 

"  Trinidad,  a  fmall  vefTel  belonging  to  TenerifFe,  Vv'ith  fix  fea- 

"  men,  was  driven  into  that  iiland,  by  ftrefs  of  weather.  She  was 

"  laden  with  wine ;  and  being  bound  to  one  other  of  the  Canary 

"  Iflands,  had  provifions  for  a  few  days  only,  which,  with  their 

"  utmoft  care,  had  been  expended  a  confiderable  time  j  fo  that 

."  the  crew  lived  entirely  on  wine.     They  were  reduced  to  the 

*'  laft  extremity,  and  expedled  death  every  moment,  when  they 

"  difcovered  Trinidad,  and  foon  afterwards  came  to  an  anchor 

"  in  that  ifland,  to  the  great  aftonifliment  of  the  inhabitants ; 

"  who  i"an  in  crowds  to  behold  the  poor  leamen ;  whofe  ema- 

*'  ciated    appearance,   would  have   fufficiently  confirmed   the 

"  truth  of  their  relation, even  if  the  papers  and  documents  which 

"  they  produced,  had  not  put  the  matter  out  of  all  poffible 

"  doubt." 

To  the  preceding  Inftances  it  may  be  added,  that  Columbus 
himfelf,  in  his  fecond  expedition  to  the  Weft  Indies,  found  the 
ftern-pofl  of  a  veflel  lying  on  the  {hore  at  Guadaloupe  ; — a  cir- 
cumftance  which  affords  a  ftrong  prefumption  that  a  Ihip  had 
been  in  the  New  World  before  him. 

Under  this  head  of  fortuitous  vifits  to  the  American  con- 
tinent prior  to  that  of  Columbus,  may  likewife  be  included  the 
circumftance  mentioned  by  Martyr,  that  at  a  place  called 
Quarequa,  in  the  Gulph  of  Darien,  Vafcho  Nunez  met  with 

Vol.  I.  Q__  a  colony 
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a  colony  cf  negroes  (d).  The  enquiry  (if  any  was  made)  by 
what  means  they  came  into  that  region,  or  how  long  they  had 
relided  in  it,  and  the  anfwers  to  fuch  queftions,  are  not  record- 
ed by  the  Spanifli  hiftorians ;  but  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
number,  it  was  fuppofed  they  had  not  been  long  arrived  upon 
that  coaft.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  fome  accidental 
caufe  had  conduced  them  thither  from  Africa,  and  in  open 
ccmoes,  of  no  better  conllruftion  than  thofe  of  the  American 
Indians  fej.    , 

The  reader  will  now  perhaps  conclude,  that  Dr.  Robertfon 
pronounced  too  haftily,  when  he  obferved  "  that  fiich  events,"^ 
(as  thofe  that  I  have  mentioned)  "  are  barely  poffible,  and  may 

(d)  Mancipia  ibl  nigra  repererunt  ex  regione  diftante  a  Qjarequa,  dierum 
fpatio  tantum  duorum  quae  folos  gignit  nigrkas  et  eos  feroces  atque  admodum 
truces. P.  Martyr,  Decad.  iii.  c.  i. 

(e)  Such  accidents  in  truth  are  common  in  all  parts  of  die  WO;' i.  The  ift- 
habitants  of  Java  report  their  origin  to  have  been  from  China;  the  tradition 
Jimong  them  being  that,  850  years  ago,  their  progenitors  were  driven  by  a  tempeft 
upon  that  ifland  in  a  Chinefe  jiink :  And  we  owe  the  European  difcovery  c£ 
Japan  to  three  Portuguefe  exiles  who  were  fhipwrecked  there  in  1542.  I  be- 
lieve that  ftiips  bound  from  Europe  to  the  Eaft  Indies,  at  a  certain  feafon  of  the- 
year  generally  make  for  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Brafil,.  in  order  to  fall  in  with 
the  wefterly  monfoon,  which  enables  them  either  to  reach  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  purfue  their  route  by  Madagafcar;  for  while  the  eaftern  monfoon 
prevails,  they  are  conftantly  baffled  in  their  attempts  to  double  the  Cape,  and 
are  driven  to  leeward  towards  the  coaft  of  South  America.  In  the  year  1626, 
when  Sir  Dodmore  Cotton  was  fent  on  an  embafly  to  the  Perfian  Court,  the 
ifleetin  which  he  failed  was  forced  by  contrary  winds  within  a  few  leagues  of 
the  ifland  of  Trinidad,  in  the  Weft  Indies.  Sir  Thomas  Herbert  in  his  ac- 
'count  of  this  voyage,  relates  that  "  on  the  firft  of  June,  when  they  were  by 
"  obfervation  in  24*  42'  fouth  latitude,  they  met  with  many  fudden  gufts  and 
*'  ftorms  which  rendered  them  unable  to  purfue  their  courfe,  and  drove  thetn 
*  to  leeward  ipo  leagues  upon  the  coaft  of  Brafil." 

Q  "  have 
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■**  have  happened;  but  that  they  ever  did  happen,  we  have  no  aPPEN- 
*'  evidence,  either  from  the  clear  teftimony  of  hiflory,  or  the  D I X. 
*'  obfcure  intimations  of  tradition."  This  declaration  is  ftrange, 
and  the  more  unexpedled,  as  the  learned  authqr  had  a  little 
before  related  the  circumftance  of  the  accidental  difcovery  of 
Brafil  by  the  Portuguefe,  in  the  year  1500.  "  The  fuccefsful 
"  voyage  of  Gama  to  the  Eaft  Indies"  (obferves  the  hiftorian) 
"  having  encouraged  the  King  of  Portugal  to  fit  out  a  fleet,  fo 
*'  powerful,  as  not  only  to  carry  on  trade,  but  to  attempt  con- 
*'  queft,  he  gave  the  command  of  it  to  Pedro  Alvarez  CabraL 
**  In  order  to  avoid  the  coaft  of  Africa,  where  he  was  certain  of 
*'  meeting  with  variable  breezes,  or  frequent  calms,  to  retard  his 
**  voyage,  Cabral  flood  out  to  fea,  and  kept  fo  far  to  the  Weft, 
"  that,  to  his  furprife,  he  found  himfelf  upon  the  fhore  of  an 
**  unknown  country,  in  the  tenth  degree  beyond  the  line.  He 
**  imagined,  at  firft,  that  it  was  fome  ifland  in  the  Atlantick 
"  Ocean  hitherto  unobferved  j  but,  proceeding  along  its  coafts 
"  for  feveral  days,  he  was  led  gradually  to  believe  that  a  coun- 
"**■  try  fo  extenfive  formed  a  part  of  fome  great  continent.  This 
**  latter  opinion  was  well  founded.  The  country  with  which  he 
'*  fell  in  belongs  to  that  province  in  South  America  now  known 
■*•  by  the  name  of  Brafil.  He  landed ;  and  having  formed  a  very 
**  high  idea  of  the  fertility  of  the  foil  and  agreeablenefs  of  the 
"  climate,  he  took  pofiieffion  of  it  for  the  Crown  of  Portugal, 
'*  and  difpatched  a  ihip  to  Lifbon  with  an  account  of  this  event, 
"  which  appeared  to  be  no  lefs  important  than  it  was  unex- 
"  pedted.  Columbus's  difcoveiy  of  the  New  World  was  the 
"  effort  of  an  adtive  genius,  enlightened  by  fcience,  guided  by 
"  experience,  and  ad:ing  upon  a  regular  plan,  executed  v/ith  no 
*'  lefs  courage  than  perfeverance.     But  from  this  adventure  of 

0^2  "  the 
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"  the  Portuguefe,  it  appears  that  chance  might  have  accom- 
"  pliflied  that  great  defign,  which  it  is  now  the  pride  of  human 
"  reafon  to  have  formed  and  perfected.  If  the  fagacity  of 
"  Columbus  had  not  conduced  mankind  to  America,  Cabral, 
"  by  a  fortunate  accident,  might  have  led  them,  a  few  years 
*'  later,  to  the  knowledge  of  that  exteniive  continent  (f)-" 

And  certainly,  by  fome  fuch  accident,  in  ages  long  paffed, 
might  the  ancient  Hemifphere  have  given  a  beginning  to  po- 
pulation in  theNew  J  or  at  leaft  have  fent  thither  the  progeni- 
tors of  that  feparate  race  of  people  of  which  I  now  treat.  '  It 
remains  for  me  however  to  affign  my  reafons  for  particularly 
applying  this  conclufion  to  the  Charaibes,  inftead  of  any  other 
of  the  numerous  tribes  which  inhabit  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  im« 
menfe  continent  of  South- America. 

The  migration  of  any  people  is  beft  traced  by  tlieir  lan- 
guage ;  but  there  is  this  inconveniency  attending  this  fpecies. 
of  evidence,  that  in  reducing  a  language,  merely  oral,  to  writ- 
ing, different  perfons  even  of  the  fame  nation,  would  fometimes. 
reprefent  the  fame  found  by  a  very  different  combination  of  let- 
ters ; — much  more  frequently  would  this  happen,  £hould  the 
writers  be  of  diftant  countries,  and  confequently  habituated  to 
various  modes  of  pronunciation  and  orthography; — but  al- 
though I  am  of  opinion  therefore  that  vocabularies  preferved  by 
voyagers  feidom  afford  much  certainty  of  information  on  a 
comparifon  with  each  other;  there  are,  neverthelefs,  in  every 
language,  many  words  of  which  the  found  is  too  iimple  to  be 
eafily  mifnnderffood  or  grofsly  milreprefented. 

[f)  Hift.  America,  vol.  i.  p.  151. 

Thus, 


WEST      INDIES. 


117 


Thus,  on  comparing  the  Charaibe  vocabulary,  preferved  by  APPEN- 
Rochefort,  with  the  ancient  priental  dialeds  (g),  it  is  fcarce  D  I  X. 
poirible  to  doubt  that  the  following  words  ufed  by  the  Charaibes, 
had  their  origin  in  the  Old  Hemifphere,  and  we  may  readily 
believe  that  many  inftances  of  a  firailar  nature  might  be  addu- 
ced, but  for  the  caufe  I  have  alTigned,  namely,  the  differeiit 
modes  which  different  perfons  would  neceflarrly  adopt,  each 
according  to  his  own  perception  of  the  found,  of  reducing  the 
fame  words  to  writing ;  thus  creating  a  perplexity  v/hich  it  is 
now  too  late  to  difentangle.  To 

Wardi  having  the  fame  meaning  in  the  Meaning  in  Eng- 

Oriental  di.ilcas.  lijh. 

run  '^  [Li  Hene]  His  nuife 

'J  mn  ilJn  [Hene  Hera  ni]  My  ivife 

Sam.  nrAA-  5(i5A^  [Aca  ati]  Coine  hithai. 


Charaibe. 

Meaning  in  French-^  accord~ 

ing  to  Rachif'jrt, 

Liani 

Sa  femme 

Yene-neri 

Ma  femme 

Hac  yete 

Venez  ici 

Kaibet 

Maifon  publiqua 

Encka 

Collier 

Yene  kali 

Mon  Collier 

Hue-Hue 

Du  bois 

Nora 

Ma  peau 

Nane-gur.ete 

Je  fuis  malade 

Halea  tibou 

Sois  le  bien  venu 

Phoubae 

Souffle 

Toubana  ora 

Couverture  de  Maifon 

Bayou  boukaa 

.  Va  t'en 

Eaika 

Mange 

Aika 

Manger 

Nichiri 

Mon  nez 

Natoni  boman 

Donne  moi  a  boire 

na  «"ipL  Ql^  J 


lied  houfe 
''imbly  houfe 


pjy  [Onq]   Necklace  or    col- 
\lca- 
■•Vm  p::?n  [E'Onq  all]   My  necklace 
Cald  :  \nv  [OS]   Wood 
'J  "WS  [Oiir  ni]   My  Jkin 
'nnj«:  [Nanecheti]   I-amJick 
ia>Bn  '!?  KM'  [Yeha  li  e  thibou]    Good  he  to  you 
DID  [Phouhe]   7i  b'o-M 
m:?  nJl  n  [Di  Bne  Oiir]   Roof  -fa  houfe 
1»»U  KU   [Boua  Bouak]    Gothyway 
Cald.  nja  [Bge]   Eat 

^3K  [Akl]    To  eat 
in  J  [Ncheri]   The  nofe 
[D«  1  'JnJ  [Natoni  bamen]    Gii'e  me  tiourijh- 

\_ment. 

(g)  For  this  illiflration,  and  other  afliflance  in  the  courfe  of  this  enquiry,  I  am 
indebted  to  a  learned  friend  i  by  whom  I  am  informed  (being  myfeif  unacquainted 

with 
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To  the  proofs  arifing  from  language,  I  lliall  add  another.— 
We  have  feen  from  Herodotus,  that  the  Phenicians  in  their 
African  voyages  were  accuftomed  to  land  on  the  Arabian  and 
Lybian  coafts,  and  taking  poffefTion  of  a  fpot  of  ground  fit  for 
their  purpofe,  they  proceeded  to  plough  up  and  fow  it  with  corn, 
and  waited  until  it  came  to  maturity  j — thus  providing  them- 
felves  with  food  for  a  long  navigation.  This  praftice  muft 
doubtlefs  have  given  rife  to  difputes  and  conflidts  between  the 
intruders  and  the  inhabitants.  Now  it  is  remarkable  that  the 
word  Charaibe,  in  the  Arabic  language,  fignifies,  as  I  am  in- 
formed, a  robber  or  deftroyer,  an  appellation  which  we  may  be- 
lieve was  frequently  beftowed  by  the  natives  on  the  invaders  of 
their  country  fhj. 

with  the  oriental  languages)  that  the  Samaritan,  and  old  Phenician,  the  Syriac, 
Chaldee  and  Hebrew,  are  all  dialefts  of  one  language ;  differing  but  little  from 
each  other,  except  in  their  letters.  The  Hebrew  agrees  lefs  with  the  other  diale£ls 
than  the  reft,  but  is  now  printed  in  the  fame  character  with  the  Chaldee.  They 
all  form  a  noun  in  the  fame  manner  except  the  Hebrew,  which  prefixes  ty  (S)  to 
form  the  genitive  cafe,  and  r\^  (at)  to  form  the  accufative ;  all  the  others  ufe 
n  (D)  andjT' (it). 

(h)  Leri,  and  fome  others,  fpeak  of  the  Charaibes  as  priefts  or  prophets  found 
in  Brafil.  Rochefort  makes  Charaibe  a  national  name.  Thefe  words  are 
oriental,  founding  alike,  but  fpelt  differently;  and  of  a  different  meaning: 
The  priefls  may  be  called  t^K  ^"1p  as  men  who  offer  p^p  xo^Qav  an  offering, 
KopsQa;  is  the  Greek  word  for  a  prieft  of  Cybele,  unde  Coryeantes. 
TWrfh  linp  DDD  2^1p''  'h  Leviticus  i.  2.  But  if  the  national  name  be  derived 
from  their  warlike  and  predatory  way  of  life,  then  we  may  derive  it  from  y\U 
the  verb  Chaldee.  Syr.  Arab,  to  lay  wajle.  The  noun  fignifies  a  fword  or  fpear 
and  ni~in  Sam.  War.  This  explanation  was  given  me  by  the  friend  mentioned 
in  the  preceding  note. 

Th5 
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The  teftlmony  arifing  from  a  fimilarity  of  manners,  though  aPPEN- 
far  lefs  conclufive  than  the  evidence  of  language,  is  furcly,  in  the  D I X. 
prefent  cafe,  not  without  its  force.  That  many  of  the  cuftoms  ^-  -'  -' 
of  the  eaftern  nations  prevailed  among  the  Charaibes,  I  have,  I 
think,  fufiiciently  demonftrated,  to  thofe  at  leafb  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  oriental  hiftory,  in  the  fecond  chapter  of  this 
work.  Of  fome  of  thofe  cuilor")s,  the  refemblance  was  probably 
fortuitous,  and  a  fimilarity  of  climate  and  fituation,  might  have 
given  rife  to  others ;  but  when  very  fingular  practices  prevail 
between  diftant  nations,  which  are  neither  founded  in  nature 
nor  climate,  nor  proceed  from  lituation  and  rank  in  the  fcale  of 
refinement,  the  coincidence  can  fcarcely  be  deemed  accidentah 
Thus,  among  other  cuftoms  equally  remarkable,  it  has  been  re- 
lated that  the  Charaibes  buried  their  dead  in  a  cowering  pofture, 
with  the  knees-  to  the  chin.  That  this  was  an  ancient  pradtice 
of  fome  of  the  eaftern  nations  appears  from  the  authorities  of 
Herodotus  and  Cicero;  the  former  recording  the  exiftence  of  it 
among  the  Nafamones,  a  people  who  inhabited  the  countries 
between  Egypt  and  Carthage  ;  and  the  latter  relating  the  fame 
circumftance  of  the  ancient  Perfians.  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  pradice  prevailed  alfo  in  the  country  and  age  of  the 
patriarchs  -, — for  how  otherwife  are  we  to  underftand  the  fcrip- 
ture  phrafe  of  gathering  up  the  feet  of  the  dying? 
**   And  when  'Jacob  had  made  an  end  of  commanding  his  Jons, 

"    HE     gathered      up     HIS      FEET     INTO     THE     BED,      and. 

"  yielded  up  the  ghoft//^." 


{i)  Gen.  c.  xlix.  v.  33. 

Equally- 
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BOOK         Equally  prevalent  among  the  Charaibes,  and  many  of  thfi 
^-  ancient  nations  of  the  Old  Hemifphere,  Were  the  fuperftitious 

rites  of  ihortening  the  hair  and  woundin?  the  flefh,  in  reli'^ious 
ceremonies  and  lamentations  for  the  dead.  That  thefe  practices 
were  ufual  among  the  heathens,  fo  early  as  the  days  of  Mofes, 
is  evident  from  the  injunction  which  the  Lord  laid  on  the  chil- 
dren of  Ifrael  to  avoid  them.  "  Te  floallnot  roujid  the  corners  of 
"  your  head,  neither  JJoalt  thou  mar  the  co7'-nsrs  of  thy  beard.  Te 
"  fall  not  make  any  cuttings  in  your  flefh  for  the  dead,  nor  print 
"  any  marks  upon  youfkj."  Again, — "  I'^e  are  the  children  of 
"  the  hard,  your  God:  Te  Jhall  not  cut  yourflves,  nor  make  any 
"  baldnefs  between  your  eyes  for  the  dead  f I  J."  Among  the  hea- 
thens however  the  fame  ceremonies  were  flill  continued;  for 
in  Samaria,  in  the  days  of  Ahab,  King  of  Ifrael,  it  is  recorded' 
of  the  propliets  of  Baal  that,  in  worfhipping  their  idol,  "  they 
"  cried  aloud  and  cut  themfelves  after  their  maimer  with  knives 
"  and  lances  till  the  blood guJJoed  out  upon  them  fmj." 

But  perhaps  the  inflance  the  mofl  appofite  and  illuftratlve, 
was  the  habit  among  the  Charaibes  of  chewing  the  betele,  pre- 
paring it  with  calcined  fhells  precifely  after  the  manner  of  the 
Indians  in  the  Eaft ; — a  circumftance,  which,  though  recorded 
by  P.  Martyr  (n),  had  efcaped  my  refearches,  until  it  was 
pointed  out  to  me  by  Mr.  Long.  Some  other  refemblances 
almoft  equally  ftriking,  might  be  colledted;  but  the  reader  will 
probably  think  that  moie  than  enough  has  already  been  faid  on 

(k)  Levit.  c.  xix.  v.  27.  (I)  Deut.  c.  xiv.  v.  i. 

(m)   I  Kings,  c.  xviii.  v.  28.  {n)  Decad.  viii.  c.  vi. 

§  a  fubjed:. 
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a  fubje<3:,  the  inveftigation  of  which  he  may  perhaps  deem  a  APPEN- 
mere  matter  of  idle  curiofity,  neuher  contributing  to  the  im-       DIX. 
provement  of  fcience,  nor  the  comfort  of  life.  V— v— «/ 

Here  then  I  conclude  :  An  attempt  to  trace  back  the  Cha- 
raibes  of  the  Weft  Indies  to  their  progenitors,  the  firft  emigrants 
from  the  ancient  hemifphere,  in  order  to  point  out,  with  any 
degree  of  precifion  or  probability,  the  era  of  their  migration, 
were  (like  the  voyages  I  have  been  defcribing)  to  venture  on  a 
vafl  and  unknown  ocean  without  a  compafs ; — and  even  without 
one  friendly  ftar  to  guide  us  through  the  night  of  conjecture. 


Vol.  I.  R  the 
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CIVIL    AND     COMMERCIAL, 

OF 

The  Britifh  Colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies. 
BOOK    II. 

JAMAICA    (a). 

C  H  A  P.      I. 

Difcovery  of  'Jamaica  by  Columbus. — His  return  in  1503.-— 
Spirited  proceedings  oj  his  Jon  Diego,  after  Columbus's  death. — 
Dalies  poffejjion  of  Jamaica  in  1  ^og.— Humane  co?iduB  of 
Juan  de  Efquivelf  the  frji  Gover?ior. — EfabliJJmient  and 
defertion  of  the  town  of  Sevilla  Nueva. — DeJiruStion  of  the 
India/is, — .S"^.  fago  de  la   Vega  founded, — Gives  the  title  of 

Marquis 

(a)  It  may  be  proper  to  obferve,  that  the  governor  of  Jamaica  is  ftiled  in 
his  commiffion  Captain-general,  &c.  of  Jamaica  and  the  territories  thereon  depending 
in  America.     By  thcfe  dependencies  were  meant  the  Britifh  fettlements  on 

R  2  the 


124  HISTORY      OF      THE 

Margin's  to  Diego's  fon  Lewis,  to  whan  the  IJland  is  granted 
in  perpetual  fovereig}7ty . — Defcends  to  his  Jijler  IJabellay  who 
conveys  her  rights  by  marriage  to  the  Houfe  of  Braganza.'-^ 
Reverts  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  1640. — Sir  Anthony  Shirley 
invades  the  IJland  in  i  sg6,  and  Col.  fackfon  in  1638. 

BOOK  TAM A IC  A  had  the  honour  of  being  difcovered  by  Chrlf- 
•^  •  *3  topher  Columbus,  in  his  fecond  expedition  to  the  New 
World.  In  his  former  voyage  he  had  explored  the  north- 
eaftern  part  of  Cuba,  proceeding  from  thence  to  Hifpaniola  j 
but  he  had  returned  to  Europe  in  doubt  whether  Cuba  was 
an  ifland  only,  or  part  of  fome  great  continent,  of  which  he 
had  received  obfcure  accounts  from  the  natives.  To  fatisfy 
himfelf  in  this  particular,  he  determined,  foon  after  his  arrival 
a  fecond  time  at  Hifpaniola,  on  another  voyage  to  Cuba,  by 
a  fouth-wefterly  courfe,  and,  in  purfuance  of  this  refolution, 
on  the  24th  of  April,  1494,  Columbus  failed  from  the  Port 

the  Mufquito  fhore,  and  in  the  bay  of  Honduras :    But  his  jurifdiflion  over 
.  thofe  fettlements  having  been  imperfedtly  defined,  was   feldom  ackncvledged 

by  the  fettlers ;  except  when  they  wiflied  to  plead  it  in  bar  of  the  authority 
claimed  by  their  refpeftive  fuperintendants.  On  fuch  occafions  they  admitted  a 
fuperior  i  urifdiftion  in  the  governor  of  Jamaica,  and  applied  to  him  for  commif- 
Cons  civil  and  military.  As  both  the  fettlements  were  furrendered  to  the  crown 
©f  Spain  by  the  Spanifh  convention  figned  at  London  on  the  14th  of  July  1786, 
it  comes  not  within  the  plan  of  my  work  to  enter  on  a  difplay  of  their  paft  or 
prefent  ftate.  I  formerly  drew  up  a  memorial  concerning  the  fettlement  on  the 
Mufquito-fhore,  wherein  an  account  was  given  of  the  country,  its  inhabitants  and 
produftions,  and  the  queftion  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  as  to  the  territo- 
torial  right,  pretty  fully  difcuffed.  This  memorial  having,  been  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  in  1777  (by  Governor  Johnftone)  was  foon  afterwards 
publiflied  in  Almon's  Parliamentary  Regifter.  Vol.  V. 

o  of 
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af  Ifabella,  with  one  ihip  and  two  fhallops.  On  Tuefday  the 
29th,  he  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Nicholas.  From 
thence  he  crolTed  over  to  Cuba,  and  coafted  along  the  fouthern 
fide  of  that  Ifland,  furrounded  by  many  thoufand  canoes  filled 
with  Indians,  whom  curiofity  and  admiration  had  brought 
together.  In  this  navigation,  on  Saturday  the  3d  of  May,  he 
difcovered,  for  the  firft  time,  the  high  lands  of  Jamaica  on 
the  left,  and  probably  learnt  its  name  (the  name  which  it  flill 
retains  (b)  from  fome  of  the  Indians  that  followed  him.  As 
this  was  a  new  difcovery,  and  many  of  the  feamen  were  willing 
to  believe  that  it  was  the  place  to  which  they  had  been  for- 
merly diredled  by  the  Indians  of  the  Bahama  Iflands,  as  the 
country  moft  abounding  in  gold,  Columbus  was  eafily  perfuad- 
ed  to  turn  his  courfe  towards  it.  He  approached  it  the  next 
day,  and,  after  a  flight  conteft  with  the  natives,  which  ended 
however  in  a  cordial  reconciliation,  he  took  polTeffion  of  the 
country,  with  the  ufual  formalities. 

But  it  was  not  until  the  fourth  and  laft  voyage  of  Columbus, 
a  voyage  undertaken  by  this  great  navigator,  after  he  had 
fuffered  a  feverer  trial  from  the  bafe  ingratitude  of  the  Country 
and  Prince  in  whofe  fervice  he  laboured,  than  from  all  his  pad 
toils,  dangers  and  inquietudes,  that  he  learnt  more  of  Jamaica ; 
which,  as  it  had  the  honour  of  being  firft  difcovered  by  him,  nine 
years  before,  had  now  the  flill  greater  honour  of  affording  him 

(b)  P.  Martyr.  F.  Columbus.  The  early  Spanifli  hiftorians  wrote  the  word 
Xaymaca.  It  is  faid  to  have  fignified,  in  the  language  of  the  natives,  a  country 
abounding  in  fprings,  Columbus  having  at  firft  named  the  ifland  St.  Jago-,  Old- 
mixon,  and  fome  other  writers,  errojieoufly  fuppofe  that  JtfffM/Vrt  was  the  z\xg-> 
mznizXivQ  oi  James, 

ihelter 


126  HISTORY      OFTHE 

BOOK  Hielter  from  fhip wreck.  For,  on  the  24th  of  June  1503,  being 
II'  on  his  return  to  Hifpaniola  from  Veragua,  he  met  with  fuch 
tempeftuous  weather  as  compelled  him,  after  lofing  twoof  his 
fliips,  to  bear  away  in  the  iitmoffc  diflrefs  for  this  ifland.  With 
great  difficulty,  he  reached  a  little  harbour  on  the  north  iide  (c) 
where  he  was  forced  to  run  aground  the  two  vefTels  that  were 
left  him,  to  prevent  their  foundering.  By  this  difafler,  his  fliips 
were  damaged  beycnd  the  poffibility  of  repair,  and  he  had  now 
the  melancholy  reflecSion  that  his  miferies  and  his  life  would 
probably  terminate  together.  During  the  fpace  of  twelve  months 
and  four  days,  that  he  remained  in  this  wretched  lituation,  he 
had  new  dangers  to  furmount,  and  unaccuftomed  trials  for  the 
exercife  of  his  fortitude,  Kis  people  revolted,  the  Indians 
deferted  him,  and  the  Governor  of  Hifpaniola  not  only  refufed 
to  relieve,,  but  with  monftrous  and  unexampled  barbarity, 
aggravated  his  misfortunes  by  outrage  and  mockery.  All  thefe 
occurrences  however,  together  with  the  dexterity  with  which 
he  availed  himfelf  of  the  fuperftiticn  of  the  Indians,  by  the  cir- 
cumftanceof  an  eclipfe,  and  the  means  whereby  his  deliverance 
was  at  length  effedled,  having  been  recounted  by  a  thoufand  dif- 
ferent hiftorians,  need  not  be  I'cpeated  by  me.  The  hardships 
he  fufFered  on  this  occalion,  and  his  Sovereign's  ingratitude  to- 
gether, proved  too  mighty  for  his  generous  fpirit :  he  funk 
under  them,  foon  after  his  return  to  Spain ;  leaving  however  a 
iiame  not  to  be  extinguifhed,  but  with  that  world  whofe  boun- 
daries he  had  extended  (^d^. 

After 

,  (c)  Called  to  this  day,  Don  Cbriftopher's  Cove, 
(d)    There    is    preserved  among   the   Journals    of    the    Hon.    Council    in 
Jaii'Jca,  a  very  old  volume  in  MS.  confifting  of  diaries  and  report?  uf  Go- 
vernors, 
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After  the  death  of  its  illuftrious  difcoverer^  the  tranf- 
adlions  pf  ihs  Spaniards,  daring  a  century  and  a  half,  in 
the  fettlement  of  Jamaica,  have  fcarcely  obtained  the  notice 
of  hiflory.  Happy  indeed  it  would  have  been  for  their  na- 
tional character,  if  the  records  of  many  of  their  more  exten- 
five  enterpnfes,  during  the  fame  period,  were  veiled  in  equal 

darknefs, 

vernors,  which  relate  chiefly  to  the  proceedings  of  the  army  and  other  tranfaftions 
in  the  firft  fettlement  of  the  colony.  In  this  book  is  to  be  found  the  tranflation 
of  a  letter  to  the  King  of  Spain,  faid  to  be  written  by  Columbus  during  his  con- 
finement  on  this  Ifland.  As  it  appears  to  me  to  bear  marks  of  authenticityj  I 
fhall  prefent  it  to  my  readers.  It  was  written  probably  about  eight  months  after 
the  departure  of  his  meffenger  Diego  Mendcz,  who  had  attempted  to  reach  Hif- 
paniola  in  an  Indian  canoe.  Hearing  nothing  from  him'  in  that  interval,  Columbus 
feems  to  have  relinquifhed  every  hope  of  relief,  and  to  have  written  this  letter  in 
an  hour  of  defpondency,  not  as  having  any  probable  means  offending  it  to  Spain, 
but  on  the  idea  that  it  would  be  found  after  his  death.-— It  is  as  follovv's  : 

A  Letter  from  Chriftopher  Columbus,  in  Jamaica,  to  King  Ferdinand. 

"  Jamaica,  1504. 
"  Diego  Mendes,  and  the  papers  I  fent  by  him,  vrill  {hew  your  Highnefs  what 
rich  mines  of  gold  I  have  difcovered  in  Veragua,  and  how  I  intended  to  have 
3eft  my  brother  at  the  river  Belin,  if  the  judgments  of  Heaven  and  the  greateft 
misfortunes  in  the  world  had  not'prevented  it.  However  it  is  fufficient  that  yoiir 
Highnefs  and  your  fucceflbrs  will  have  the  glory  and  advantage  of  all,  and  that 
the  full  ditovery  and  fettlement  are  referved  for  happier  perfons  than  the  unfortu- 
nate Columbus.  If  God  be  fo  merciful  to  me  as  to  conduct  Mendjs  to  Spain, 
I  doubt  not  but  he  will  convince  your  Highnefs  and  my  great  miftrefs  that  this 
will  not  only  be  a  Cajitle  and  Leon^  but  a  difcovery  of  a  world  of  fubjefls,  lands 
and  wealth,  greater  than  man's  unbounded  fancy  could  ever  comprehend,  or 
avarice  itfelf  covet :  but  neither  he,  this  paper,  nor  the  tongue  of  moruJ  man  can 
exprefs  the  anguifti  and  affliftions  of  my  body  ajid  mind ;  nor  the  mifery  and 
dangers  of  my  fon,  brother  and  frjends !  Already  have  v^e  been  confined  ten 
§  months 
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darknefs,  or  configned  to  everlalling  oblivion  :    happier  ftill, 
if  their  fplendour  had  been  tranfmitted  to  poflerity  through  a 

purer 

months  in  tliis  place,  lodged  on  the  open  decks  of  our  {hips,  that  are  run  on  fliore 
and  lafhed  together;  thofe  of  my  men  that  were  in  health  have  mutined  under  the 
Porras's  of  Seville,  my  friends  that  were  faithful  are  moftly  fick  and  dying,  we 
have  confumed  the  Indians'  provifions,  fo  that  they  abandon  us ;  all  therefore  are 
like  to  perifh  by  hunger,  and  thefe  miferies  are  accompanied  with  fo  many  aggra- 
vating circumftances,  that  render  me  the  moft  wretched  objefl;  of  misfortune, 
this  world  fhall  ever  fee  ;  as  if  the  difpleafure  of  Heaven  feconded  the  envy  of 
Spain,  and  would  punifli  as  criminal  thofe  undertakings  and  difcoveries  which 
former  ages  would  have  acknowledged  as  great  and  meritorious  adlions  !  Good 
Heaven,  and  you  holy  faints  that  dwell  in  it,  let  the  King  Don  Ferdinand  and  my 
illuftrious  miftrefs  Donna  I£ibe!la  know,  that  my  zeal  for  their  fervice  and  interefl 
hath  brought  me  thus  low;  for  it  is  irnpoffible  to  live  and  have  afflictions  equal  to 
mine.  I  fee,  and  with  horror  apprehend,  my  own,  and,  for  my  fake,  my  unfortu- 
nate and  deferving  peoples'  deflruiStion.  Alas,  piety  andjuftice  have  retired  to 
their  habitations  above,  and  it  is  a  crime  to  have  undertaken  and  performed  too 
much  !  As  my  mifery  makes  my  life  a  burthen  to  myfelf,  fo  I  fear  tlie  empty  titles 
of  Vice-Roy  and  Admiral,  render  me  obnoxious  to  the  hatred  of  theSpanifh  nation. 
It  is  vifible  that  all' methods  are  adopted  to  cut  the  thread  that  is  breaking  ;  for  I 
am  in  my  old  age,  oppreffed  with  infupportable  pains  of  the  gout,  and  am  now 
languiftiing  and  expiring  with  that  and  other  infirmities,  among  favages,  where  I 
have  neither  medicines  nor  provifions  for  the  body,  priefi:  nor  facrament  for  the 
foul.  My  men  in  a  fl-ate  of  revolt ;  my  brother,  my  fon,  and  thofe  that  are  faithful, 
fick,  ftarving  and  dying ;  the  Indians  have  abandoned  us,  and  the  Governor  of 
Saint  Domingo,  has  fent  rather  to  fee  if  I  am  dead,  than  to  fuccour  us,  or  carry 
me  alive  from  hence  ;  for  his  boat  neither  delivered  a  letter,  nor  fpoke  with,  nor 
would  receive  any  letter  from  us  ;  fo  I  conclude  your  Highnefs's  officers  intend  that 
here  my  voyages  and  life  fhould  terminate.  O  blcfTed  mother  of  God,  that  com- 
paffionates  the  miferable  and  oppreffed,  why  did  not  cruel  Bovadilla  kill  me  when 
he  robbed  me  and  my  brother  of  our  dearly  purchafed  gold,  and  fent  us  to  Spain 
in  chains  without  trial,  crime  or  fhadow  of  mifconduft  ?  Thefe  chains  are  all 
the  treafures  I  have,  and  they  (hall  be  buried  with  me,  if  I  chance  to  have  a  colHn 
or  grave ;  for  I  would  have  the  remembrance  of  fo  unjuft  an  a6ti-on  perifh  with  nie, 

ajsdj 
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purer  medium,  and  not,  as  now,  ferving  chiefly  to  render  vifible    CHAP. 
the  vices  and  enormities  that  furround  and  debafe  them  !  ^• 

The  few  particulars  of  their  progrefs  which,  by  diHgent 
feleftion,  aided  by  traditionary  memorials,  I  have  been  able  to 
colledt,  I  fhall  now  prefent  to  my  readers. 

and,  for  the  glory  of  the  Spanifli  name,  be  eteinally  forgotten.  Let  it  not  bring  » 
further  infamy  on  the  Caftillian  name,  nor  let  ages  to  come  know,  tliere  were 
wretches  fo  vile  in  this,  that  think  to  recommend  themfelves  to  your  majefty  by 
deftroying  the  unfortunate  and  miferable  Chriftopher  Columbus;  not  for  his 
crimes,  but  for  his  fervices  in  difcovering  and  giving  Spain  a  new  world.  As  it 
was  Heaven  itfelf  that  infpired  and  condudled  me  to  it,  the  Heavens  will  weep  for 
me,  and  fhew  pity !  Let  the  earth,  and  every  foul  in  it,  that  loves  juftice  and 
mercy,  weep  for  me  !  And  you,  O  glorified  Saints  of  God,  that  know  my  inno- 
cency  and  fee  my  fufFerings  here,  have  mercy  !  for  though  this  prefent  age  is  en- 
vious or  obdurate,  furely  thofe  that  are  to  come  will  pity  me,  when  tliey  are  told 
that  Chriftopher  Columbus,  with  his  own  fortune,  ran  the  hazard  of  his  own  and  - 
his  brother's  lives,  and,  with  little  or  no  expence  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  in  ten 
years,  and  four  voyages,  rendered  greater  fervices  than  ever  mortal  man  did  to 
prince  or  kingdom,  yet  was  left  to  perifh,  without  being  charged  with  the  leaft 
crime,  in  poverty  and  mifery ;  all  but  his  chains  being  taken  from  him ;  fo  that 
he  who  gave  Spain  another  world,  had  neither  fafety  in  it,  nor  yet  a  cottage  for 
himfelf,  nor  his  wretched  family  :  but,  fhould  Heaven  flill  perfecute  me,  ai>d  feeui 
difpleafed  with  what  I  have  done,  as  if  the  difcovery  of  this  new  world  may  he  fatal 
to  the  old,  and  as  a  punifhment  bring  my  life  to  a  period  in  this  miferable  place, 
yet  do  you,  good  angeh,  you  that  fuccour  the  cpprcfTed  and  innocent,  bring  this 
paper  to  my  great  miftrefs.  She  knows  how  much  I  have  done,  and  will  believe 
what  I  have  fuffcred  for  her  glory  and  fervicc,  and  will  be  fo  juft  and  pious  as  iiqc 
to  let  the  children  of  him  that  has  brought  to  Spain  fuch  immenfe  riches,  and  added 
to  it  vaft  and  unknown  kingdoms  and  empires,  want  bread,  or  fubfift  only  o.u 
alms.  She,  if  (he  lives,  will  confider  that  cruelty  and  ingratitude  will  bring  dowu 
the  wrath  of  Heaven,  fo  that  the  wealth  I  have  difcovered,  fliall  be  the  means  of 
ftirring  up  all  mankind  to  revenge  and  rapine,  and  the  Spanifli  nation  fuffer  bere,- 
afcer,  for  what  envious,  malicious  and  ungrateful  people^  do  now. 

Vol.  I.  S  A-BoUT 
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Arout  feventeen  years  had  elapfed  after  the  Spaniards  had 
firit  fixed  themfelves  in  Hifpaniola,  before  they  feem  to  have 
entertained  any  ferions  defign  of  fending  forth  a  colony  to  pof- 
fefs  itfejf  of  Jamaica.  As  this  ifland  produced  neither  gold  nor 
filver,  it  feems  to  have  been  neglected  as  unworthy  further 
notice ;  and  perhaps  it  might  have  continued  a  few  years 
longer  the  peaceful  feat  of  innocent  fimplicity,  but  for  the  bafe 
ingratitude  of  King  Ferdinand,  towards  the  family  of  Colum- 
bus. This  great  man,  after  his  return  to  Spain  in  1504,  was 
compelled  to  employ  the  clofe  of  his  days  in  fruitlefs  and  irk- 
fome  folicitation  at  the  court  of  an  unthankful  and  unfeeling 
monarch ;  who  meanly  fuffered  him  to  be  cruelly  defrauded 
of  the  rights  and  privileges  originally  granted  to  him ;  and 
which  he  had  fo  dearly  and  fo  nobly  earned.  His  fon  Diego, 
the  heir  of  his  fortunes,  fucceeded  to  the  fame  debafing  ne- 
ceility,  till,  at  length,  wearied  out  with  frivolous  and  unprincely 
excufes,  he  inftituted  a  memorable  procefs  againft  his  fovereign 
before  the  council  of  the  Indies  at  Seville  -,  and  this  court, 
with  a  firmnefs  and  virtue  that  cannot  be  fufficiently  ap- 
plauded, decided  in  favour  of  his  pretenfions.  After  a  mi- 
nute and  folemn  inveftigation  of  his  claims,  the  council  pro- 
nounced him  hereditary  viceroy  and  high  admiral  of  all  the 
countries  and  iflands  difcovered  by  his  father.  They  decreed, 
that  he  was  inverted  with  a  jurifdidion  over  them  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  high  admiral  of  Caftille  ;  that  he  was  entitled  to  a 
tenth  part  of  all  the  gold  and  filver  that  might  thereafter  be 
found  in  thofe  territories  j  and  they  adjudged  him  various 
other  privileges,  and  immunities,  of  vail  extent  and  autho- 
rity. Bat  the  king,  notwithftanding  this  diftinguifhed  and 
9  competent 
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competent  recognition  of  his  rights,  confirmed  to  him  only  the    CHAP. 
title  and  authority  of  governor  and  admiral  of  Hifpaniohj  and  I. 

even  of  this  diminiHied  comm.and,  it  is  probable  lie  v/ould  have  ^— — v—'^™' 
been  deprived,  if  he  had  not  fortunately  ftrengthened  his  in- 
tereft  by  an  illuftrious  marriage  (e).  The  gallant  youth,  ne- 
verthelefs,  fcill  boldly  perfifted  in  his  claim  to  the  full  exercife 
of  all  the  rights  and  authority,  which  had  been  fo  recently  de- 
creed to  belong  to  him ;  and  fhortly  afterwards,  accompanied 
by  a  numerous  and  fplendid  retinue,  embarked  for  his  govern- 
ment, refolved  to  enforce  his  pretenfions. 

He  arrived  in  Flifpaniola  in  the  month  of  July  150S,  but 
had  very  foon  the  mortification  to  difcover  that  the  king  had 
adually  invefted  in  two  other  perfons  (Alonzo  de  Ojeda  and 
Diego  de  NicuefTa)  not  only  two  feparate  and  diftindl  go- 
vernments, which  comprehended  all  the  continent  as  far  as  it 
had  been  difcovered  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  but  had  alfo 
included  the  iiland  of  Jamaica,  as  a  joint  appendage  to,  and 
place  of  refrefhment  within,  thejurifdid:ion  of  each.  Thefe  ap- 
pointments Diego  Columbus  confidered  as  a  manifeft  violation 
of  his  own  rights,  and  ftrenuoully  contended  for  the  exclu- 
five  privilege  of  nominating,  in  particular,  to  the  governments 
of  Veragua  and  Jamaica,  the  prior  difcovery  of  both  thofe 
countries  by  his  father  being  a  circumftance  of  univerfal  no- 
toriety. To  fecure  his  claim  to  Jamaica,  in  the  month  of 
November  i  509,  he  fent  thither  Juan  de  Eiquivel,  with  about 
feventy  men.     Efquivel    had   acquired    the    reputation    ol  a 

{e)  He  married  Mary  de  Toledo.,  daughter  to  Fc>-dinavd  de  Tolctk,  grand  com- 
mander of  Leon,  who  was  brother  to  Frederick  duke  oi  Jha. 

S  2  gallant 
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gallant  foldier,  and  it  is  ftill  more  to  his  honour,  that  he  was 
one  of  the  very  few  Callillians,  who,  amidft  all  the  horrors  of 
bloodflied  and  infedlious  rapine,  were  diftinguifhed  for  gene- 
rofity  and  humanity.  An  eminent  inftance  of  his  greatnefs  of 
mind  is  thus  recorded  by  Herrera. — About  the  time  that  he 
failed  from  Hifpaniola  to  take  poffeflion  of  his  new  govern- 
ment of  Jamaica,  his  competitor  Ojeda  was  on  his  departure 
to  the  continent.  Ojeda  violently  oppofed  tlie  intended  ex- 
pedition of  Efquivel,  and  publickly  threatened  that  if  he  fhould 
find  him  at  Jamaica,  on  his  return  from  the  continent,  he 
would  hang  him  up  as  a  rebel.  It  happened  that  Ojeda's 
voyage  was  unfortunate  in  the  higheft  degree ;  for,  after  fuf- 
taining  a  feries  of  calamities  altogether  without  example,  hft 
was  fhipwrecked  on  the  Coall  of  Cuba,  and  was  in  danger  of 
miferably  perifliing  for  want  of  food.  In  his  diftrefshe  called 
to  mind  that  Efquivel  was  in  Jamaica,  and  he  was  now  re- 
duced to  the  fad  extremity  of  imploring  fuccour  from  the 
very  man  whofe  deftrudlion  he  had  meditated  ;  but  the  mag- 
nanimous Efquivel  was  no  fooner  made  acquainted  with  the 
fufFerings  of  his  enemy,  than  he  forgot  all  his  refentment. 
He  immediately  fent  over  to  Cuba,  Pedro  de  Narvez,  an  officer 
of  rank,  to  condudl  Ojeda  to  Jamaica.  Efquivel  received 
him  with  the  tendered  fympathy,  treated  him  during  his 
flay  with  every  poffible  mark  of  difl;ind:ion  and  refpedl,  and 
provided  him  with  the  means  of  a  fpeedy  and  fafe  convey- 
ance to  Hifpaniola.  It  is  pleafing  to  add,  that  Ojeda  was  not 
ungrateful  tc  his  benefadtor* 

Uneer  fuch   a  man,  it  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  the 
yoke  of  fubjedlion  fat  light  and  eafy  on  the  natives  of  Ja- 
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maica,  and  that  the  ravages  of  conqueffc  were  retrained  within 
the  limits  of  humanity.  Accordingly,  the  Spanifh  hiftorians 
bear  the  mofl  honourable  teftimony  to  his  virtuous  aud  gentle 
adminiftration. — "  The  aiFairs  of  Jamaica  (fays  Herrera)  went 
"  on  pfofperoufly,  becaufe  Juan  de  Efquivel  having  brought 
**  the  natives  to  fubmiffion  'withi)ut  any  effufion  of  blood,  they 
"  laboured  in  planting  cotton,  and  raifing  other  commo- 
**  dities  which  yielded  great  profit."  This  praife  is  the 
more  valuable  becaufe  it  is  almoft  peculiar  to  Elquivel, 
who  alone  feems  to  have  been  fenfible  of  the  abominable 
wickednefs  of  viiiting  diflant  lands  only  to  defolate  them; 
and  of  converting  the  Indians  to  Chriffianity  by  cutting 
their  throats.  How  many  noble  qualities,  in  fome  of  his 
cotemporaries,  were  tarniflied  by  cruelty  and  rapine,  or  un- 
happily blended  with  a  mifguided  and  frantic  zeal  for  re- 
ligion, that  rendered  their  poflefTors  ftill  more  remorfelefs , 
and  favage  ! 

EsQi/ivEL  continued  in  hi?  office   but  a  few  years.     He. 
died  in  his   government,  and  was  buried  at  Sevilla  Nueva,  a 
town  which  he  had  founded.     He  was  probably  fucceeded  by  - 
governors  of  a  far  different  charader,  who,  it  is  to  be  feared,  , 
foon  began   to  fpread  among  the  wretched  natives  the  fame 
horrible  carnage  that  was  now  defolating  Hifpaniola.     It  ap- 
pears that  Francis  deGaray  held  the  chief  command  in  1523,,, 
iince  in  that  year  he  fitted  out  an  expedition  from  this  ifland  . 
for  the  conquefl  of  Panuco,  a  territory  which  Cortes,   un- 
known to  Garay,  had  already  annexed  to  the   Spanifli  domi-  • 
nion.     In  this  expedition  were  employed  nine  fhips  and  two 
1  '  brigantineSj, , 
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brigantines,  and  there  were  embarked  in  it  850  Spaniards,  and 
a  confiderable  body  of  Jamaica  Indians,  and  144  horfes.  Such 
a  force,  if  collefted  chiefly  within  the  ifland,  proves  that  a 
great  progrefs  Jiad  been  made  in  its  fettlement  and  po- 
pulation during  the  thirteen  years  that  the  Spaniards  had  been 
in  pofleffion  of  it.  As  Efquivel  had  eftablifhed  the  lieat  of 
government  near  to  the  fpot  which  had  been  honoured  by  the 
refidence  of  Cokimbus  after  his  fliipwreck.  in  1503,  it  may 
be  prefumed  that  the  town  of  Sevilla  Nueva  was  now  become 
of  fomeconfideration.  This  town,  as  we  are  informed  by  Her- 
rera,  was  founded  on  the  fcite  of  an  ancient  Indian  village, 
called  Maima  ffj,  and  near  to  the  port  named  by  Columbus 
Santa  Gloria  (now  St.  Ann's  Harbour)  and  the  daily  accef- 
fion  of  new  inhabitants  would  naturally  extend  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  capital,  till  the  rude  village,  confifting  at  fir  ft  of 
a  few  temporary  huts,  muft  have  increafed  to  a  place  of  im- 
portance. Religion  too,  in  all  the  Spanifli  territories,  very 
foon  forced  architedture  into  her  fervice  ;  for,  by  a  lamentable 
inconfiftency  in  the  human  mind,  thefe  deftroyers  of  their  fel- 
low creatures  were  wonderfully  exaft  in  the  obfervance  of  all 
the  outward  ceremonies  of  divine  worfhip.  With  hands  yet 
reeking  in  the  blood  of  murdered  innocence,  they  could  eredl 
temples  to  the  Almighty,  and  implore  that  mercy  from  Hea- 
ven, which  they  had  juft  denied  to  the  miferable  vidlims  of 

(f)  ^a^^fi  Mamee.  There  is  a  bay  a  little  to  the  eaftward,  which  is  called 
at  this  hour  Mamee  Bay.  The  ground  on  which  Sevilla  Nueva  was  built,  is 
jiow  chiefly  the  property  of  Mr.  Heming,  who  has  a  large  fugar  plantation 
thereon.  It  is  called  Seville  Plantation  ;  and  the  ruins  of  the  ancient  town  are 
ftill  vifible  in  fome  of  the  cane-fields.  It  defcended  to  hiui  from  his  anceftor 
Captain  Heming,  an  officer  in  Cromwell's  army. 

their 
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their  cruelty  and  rapine-  Among  other  coftly  buildings  a  ca- 
thedral and  monaftery  were  defigned,  and  the  foundations  of 
both  were  vifible  not  long  ago,  as  many  of  the  ruins  are  at 
this  day.  Peter  Martyr  of  Angleria,  the  author  of  the  De- 
cades, being  appointed  abbot  and  chief  miffionary  of  the 
ifland.  A  fort  was  alfo  erefted,  the  remains  of  which,  as 
well  as  of  the  cathedral,  were  infpefted  by  Sloane  in  1688, 
v.'ho  relates,  that  a  pavement  was  difcovered  at  the  diftance  of 
two  miles  from  the  church ;  a  circumftance  that  may  give  us 
fome  idea  of  the  extent  of  the  city  in  the  days  of  its  profpe- 
rity.  The  weft  gate  of  the  cathedral  ftood  entire  in  1688, 
and  difplayed,  in  the  judgment  of  Sloane,  very  excellent  work- 
manfhip ;  but  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  building  was  never 
compleated;  for  he  obferved  feveral  arched  ftones  that  muft 
have  been  defigned  for  it,  which  apparently  had  never  been 
put  up  fgj.  He  likewife  difcovered,  in  the  fame  condition, 
materials  for  a  capital  manlion,  probably  intended  for  the  pa- 
lace of  the  governor.  From  thefe  circumftances,  the  tradi- 
tion which  ftill  prevails  in  the  ifland,  that  the  Spanifh  inha- 


(g)  "  Over  the  door  (of  the  weft  gate)  was  a  carving  of  our  Saviour's  head 
with  a  crown  of  thorns  between  two  angels;  on  the  right  fide  a  fmall  round 
figure  of  fome  faint,  with  a  knife  Jiuck  into  his  head.  On  the  left  a  Virgin  Mary 
or  Madona,  her  arm  tied  in  three  places,  Spanifli  fafliion.  Over  the  gate,  under 
a  coat  of  arms,  this  infcription : 

Petrus.  Martir.  Ab.  Angleria.  Italus.  Civis  Medlolanen.  Prothon.  Apos.  Hujus. 
Infule.  Abbas.  Senatus.  Indici.  Confiliarius.  Ligneam.  Primus,  ^dem. 
Hanc.  Bis.  Igne.  Confumptam.  Latericio.  £t.  Quadrate.  Lapide.  Primus^ 
A.  Fundamentis.  Etruxit." 

SlOANE. 
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bitants  of  Seville  were  at  fome  period,  in  their  wars  with  the 
natives,  entirely  and  fuddenly  cut  off,  is  probably  founded  in 
truth.  Sloane,  indeed,  relates  that  fome  of  the  Spanifli 
planters,  who  had  retired  to  Cuba,  affigned  very  different  rea- 
fons  for  the  defertion  of  this  part  of  the  country,  alledging, 
that  a  vifitation  of  innumerable  ants  had  deftroyed  all  their 
provifion  grounds,  and  that  the  fituation  of  the  capital  was  ill 
adapted  for  the  purpofes  of  their  commerce.  Thefe  reafons 
might  poffibly  have  operated  againil  the  re-eflablifhment  of 
the  place  ;  but  were  not,  I  think,  of  fufficient  efficacy  to  induce 
a  whole  body  of  people,  the  inhabitants  of  a  growing  capital, 
-fuddenly  to  remove  their  families  and  effed:s,  and  voluntarily 
fubmit  to  the  labour  of  building  an  entire  new  town,  in  a 
very  diftant  and  wholly  uncultivated  part  of  the  country.  It 
is  certain,  that  the  town  of  Seville  was  not  fuffered  to  fall 
gradually  to  decay ;  but  was  depopulated  while  it  was  yet 
in  an  unfiiiifhed  ftate,  many  years  before  the  conqueft  of 
the  Ifland  by  the  Englifli  f^J.  Neither  (if  this  tradition  of 
.its  cataftrophe  were  true)  could  a  juft  account  be  expedled 
from  the  defcendants  of  men,  who  defervedly  brought  deftruc- 
tion  on  themfelves  J  fmce  the  recital  of  their  fate  would  again 
have  brought  the  deeds  alfo  of  their  anceftors  to  remembrance, 
and  they  were  deeds  of  darknefs,  too  mournful  to  contemplate ; 
too  dreadful  to  be  told  ! 

(h)  See  the  account  of  Jamaica  tranfmltted  to  Cromwell  by  general  Veiiables, 
preferved  in  Thurloe's  ftate  papers,  vol.  iii.  p.  545,  wherein  he  fpeaks  of  Seville 
as  a  town  that  had  exifled  in  times  paji.  And  Sloane  relates  that  when  the 
Englifli  took  the  ifland,  the  ruins  of  this  city  were  overgrown  with  wood  and 
turned  black  wiih  age.  He  faw  timber-trees  growing  within  the  walls  of  the 
c'athedial,  upwards  of  fixty  feet  in  height.    Sloane  Hift.  Jainaicaj  vol  i.  p,  66, 

Both 
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Both  ancient  tradition,  and  recent  difcoveiies,  give  too 
much  room  to  believe  that  the  work  of  deftrudion  proceeded 
not  lefs  rapidly  in  this  Ifland,  after  Efquivel's  death,  than  in 
Hifpaniola ;-  for  to  this  day  caves  are  frequently  difcovered  ia 
the  mountains,  vi^herein  the  ground  is  covered,  almoft  en- 
tirely, with  human  bones;  the  miferable  remains,  without 
all  doubt,  of  fome  of  the  unfortunate  aborigines,  who,  immured 
in  thofe  receffes,  were  probably  reduced  to  the  fad  alternative 
of  perifhing  with  hunger,  or  of  bleeding  under  the  fwords 
of  their  mercilefs  invaders  (g)  !  When  therefore  we  are  told 
of  the  fate  of  the  Spanifli  inhabitants  of  Seville,  it  is  impoffible 
to  feel  any  other  emotion  than  an  indignant  wifh  that  the  floiy 
were  better  authenticated,  and  that  Heaven  in  mercy  had  per^ 
mitted  the  poor  Indians  in  the  fame  moment  to  have  extirpated 
their  opprefTors  altogether  !  But  unhappily  this  faint  glimmer-^ 
ing  of  returning  light  to  the  wretched  natives,  was  foon  loft  in 
everlafting  darknefs,  fince  it  pleafed  the  Almighty,  for  reafons 
infcrutable  to  finite  wifdom,  to  permit  the  total  deftrudtioft 
of  this  devoted  people  >  who,  to  the  number  of  60,000,  on  the 
moft  moderate  eftimate,  were  at  length  wholly  cut  off  and 
exterminated  by  the  Spaniards,  not  a  fingle  defcendant  of  either 
fex,  being  alive  when  the  Englifh  took  the  ifland  in  1655, 
nor,  I  believe,  for  a  century  before  (hj. 

(g)  It  is  difcovered  by  the  fkulls,  whicli  are  preternatural ly  compreflTed,  that 
diefe  are  the  fkeletons  of  the  Indians. 

(h)  There  is  faid  to  exift  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  at  this 
day,  a  fmall  remnant  of  the  ancient  Indians,  They  refide  in  a  little  town  near 
St.  Jago  de  Cuba,  called  Iwanee-,  and  have  adopted  the  manners  and  language  of 
the  Spaniards. 
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The  lofs  of  Seville  was  followed  by  that  of  Melilla,  a  fmall 
village  fituated  about  eleven  leagues  to  the  eaftward,  (at  the 
harbour  now  called  Port  Maria)  and  the  cataftrophe  which  at- 
tended thefe  places  is  fuppofed  to  have  caufed  the  eftabiifh- 
nient  of  the  capital  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  or,  as  it  is  now 
called,  Spanifli  Town. 

Of  the  precife  sera  of  thefe  events,  it  is  now  perhaps  ufe- 
lefs  to  inquire ;  but  if  conjedlure  may  be  allowed,  I  fliould  fix 
on  the  year  1523,  immediately  after  the  departure  of  the  force 
under  Garay  -,  and  if  the  new  capital  was  really  founded  by  Diego 
Columbus,  as  tradition  reports,  and,  which  there  feems  no  good 
reafon  to  difpute,  the  conjedlure  is  flrongly  confirmed  ;  for  he 
embarked  for  Spain  in  difcontent  in  1 5 1 7,  returned  to  his  go- 
vernment with  fuller  powers  in  1520,  and  died  in  his  native 
country  in  the  latter  end  of  1.525,  Or  the  beginning  of  1526  j 
and  it'was  certainly  after  his  arrival  the  laft  time  in  Hifpaniola,, 
that  he  laid,  or  caufed  to  be  laid,  the  foundation  of  St.  Jago  de 
la  Vega  fij^ 

The  new  city  encreafed  rapidly,  and  in  1545  (twenty  years 
after  the  death  of  its  founder)  it  had  the  honour  of  giving  the 
title  of  Marquis  to  his  fen  and  heir,  who  received  at  the  fame 
time  from  the  emperor  Charles  V.  a  grant  of  the  whole  ifland 

(/)  Since  tills  was  written  I  have  difcovered,  by  a  re-perufal  of  Oviedo,  that 
there  was  a  general  revolt  of  the  Indians  of  St.  Domingo  in  December  1522,. 
which  Diego  Columbus  fupprelTed,  and  immediately  afterwards  repaired  to  Ja- 
maica to  take  on  himfelf  the  government  in  the  room  of  Garay.  It  feems  probable,, 
from  hence,  that  the  revolt  extended  to  both  iflands. 
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in  perpetual  fovereignty,  as  an  hereditary  fief  of  the  crown  of    c  H  A  P. 
Caftile.  I. 

As  this  is  an  important  circumftance  in  the  hiftory  of  this 
ifland,   and  feems   not  to  have  been   perfectly  underltood  by 
'any  of  the  Enghfh  hiflorians  who  have  treated  of  the  affairs 
of  Jamaica,  I  prefume  that  a  more  copious  deduftion  and  ex- 
planation of  it,  will  not  be  unacceptable. 

Diego  Columbus  left  iiTue  three  fons  and  two  dauehters. 

o 

His  eldefl  fon,  Don  Lewis,  fucceeded  to  his  father's  honours 
and  extenfive  claims.  Of  the  daughters,  the  eldeft,  Ifabella, 
afterwards  intermarried  with  the  count  de  Gelvez,  a  Portu- 
guefe  nobleman  of  the  houfe  of  Braganza.  Lewis  Columbus 
was  an  infant  of  fix  years  of  age  on  the  death  of  his  father ; 
but  was.  generally  confidered  as  hereditary  vice-roy,  and 
high  admiral  of  the  Weft  Indies.  The  emperor,  hov/ever, 
though  he  treated  him  with  fingular  diflindion,  and  confidfta-  -~ 
bly  augmented  his  revenues,  as  he  grew  to  manhood,  abfo- 
lutely  refufed  to  admit  his  claim  to  fuch  extenfive  authority, 
and  Lewis,  as  his  minority  expired,  inflituted,  after  his  father's 
example,  a  legal  procefs  for  the  recovery  of  his  birthright. 
It  does  not  appear  that  his  fuit  ever  came  to  a  legal  ilTue  ;  for, 
:  in  the  year  1 545,  he  found  it  prudent  to  accede  to  a  compro- 
mife  with  the  emperor,  whereby  he  transferred  all  his  here- 
ditary rights,  to  the  crown,  for  a  grant  of  the  province  of 
Veragua  and  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  with  the  title  of  duke  de 
Veragua  and  marquis  de  la  Vega.  What  might  have  been  the 
precife  extent  and  nature  of  this  grant,  we  have  not  information 
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fufficleat  to  enable  us  to  judge.  Whatever  it  was,  he  left  no 
ifllie  to  enjoy  itj  and  his  brothers  alfo  dying  without  male 
ifTue,  his  fifter  Ifabelk,  wife  of  the  count  de  Gelvez,  became 
fole  heirefs  of  the  Columbus  family,  and  conveyed  by  her  mar- 
riage all  her  rights  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza,  where  they  conti- 
.nued,  I  believe,  till  the  year  1640,  and  then  reverted  back  by 
forfeiture  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  in  cdnfequence  of  the  revolu- 
tion which  placed  John  duke  of  Braganza  on  the  throne  of 
Portugal,. 

Sir  Hans  Sloane  therefore.  In  afferting  that  a  duke  de  Vera- 
gua  enjoyed  a  yearly  revenue  from  Jamaica,  at  the  time  the 
jfland  furrendered  to  the  Englifh  in  1655,  mufl  have  been 
mifinformed ;  as  he  clearly  is  in  fuppofing  that  the  family  of 
Columbus  were  at  that  time  proprietors  of  the  ifland,  and  had 
fv  continued  from  the  days  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella. 

I^UT  there  is  a  cireumftance  recorded  by  Blome,  and  con- 
^med  by  the  ftate  papers  of  Thurloe,  for  which  the  relation 
I  have  given  fufficiently  accounts.  I  mean  the  eftablifhment  in 
Jamaica  of  many  Portuguefe  families.  The  transfer  of  Ifabella's 
inheritance  to  the  houfe  of  Braganza,  might  have  encouraged 
many  of  the  Portuguefe  to  fix  their  fortunes  in  the  newly-ac- 
quired colony,  and  it  is  equally  probable  that  the  fame  event 
would  excite  jealoufy  in  the  old  Spanifh  fettlers  towards  their 
jiew  vifitors,    Blome  adds,  that  the  Portuguefe  were  abhorred. 

Such  mutual  diftruft,  and  irreconcileable  averfion  among 
the  inhabitants  towards  each  other,  was  perhaps  the  caufe  that 

Sk 
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Sir  Anthony  Shirley  met  with  fo  little  refiflance  when  he  in- 
vaded the  ifland  in  1 596,  and  plundered  the  capital.  About  forty 
years  afterwards  it  was  again  invaded  by  a  force  from  the 
Windward  Iflands  under  colonel  Jackfon.  Itisfaid,  however, that 
on  this  occafion  the  inhabitants  behaved  with  great  gallantry 
in  a  pitched  battle  at  Paflage  Fort  j  but  being  overpowered, 
Jackfon,  after  lofing  forty  men,  entered  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega 
fword  in  hand,  and,  having  pillaged  it  of  every  thing  valuable, 
received  a  confiderable  ranfom  for  fparing  the  houfes.  He 
then  retreated  to  his  fhips,  and  carried  off  his  booty  without 
interruption. 

From  this  period,  until  the  capture  of  the  ifland  by  the 
Englifh  in  1655,  during  the  ufurpation  of  Cromwell,  I  know 
nothing  of  its  concerns,  nor  perhaps  were  they  produdive  of 
any  event  deferving  remembrance.  I  fhall  therefore  proceed, 
in  the  next  chapter,  to  the  confideration  of  the  Protedlor's 
motives  for  attacking  the  territories  of  Spain  at  a  time  when 
treaties  of  peace  fubfifted  between  the  two  nations;  which 
I  conceive  have  hitherto  been  greatly  mifunderftood,  or  wil- 
fully miireprefented,  by  hiftorians  in  general. 
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Cronnvell  mndicated  for  attacking  the  Spamards  in  165^. — 
T^heir  cruelties  i}i  the  Weji  Indies,  in  contravention  of  the  treaty 
of  162,0. — Fropofals  offered  by  Modyford  and  Gage. — Forcible 
arguments  of  the  latter. — Secretary  'Thurloe  s  account  of  a  con- 
ference with  the  Spanijh  Ambaffador. — Cromwell's  demand  of 
fatisfadiion  rejeSied. — State  of  fajuaica  on  its  capture. 


"^  H  E  R  E  is  no  portion  of  the  Englifh  annals,  in.  the 
perufal  of  which  greater  caution  is  requifite,  than  the 
hiflory  of  the  adminiftration  of  the  protedor  Croriiwell.  The 
prejudices  of  party,  which  in  common  cafes  are  loft  in  the 
current  of  time,  have  floated'  down  to  us  in  full  ftrength  againfl 
this  profperous  ufurper ;  and  his  aftions,  from  the  period  that 
he  reached  the  fummit  of  power,  are  fbill  fcrutinized  with 
induftrious  malignity,  as  if  it  were  impofiible  that  "authority 
irregularly  acquired,  could  be  exercifed  with  juflice. 

It  is  not  ftrange  therefore  that  the  vigorous  proceedings 
of  the  protedlor  againfl  the  Spanifh  nation,  in  1655,  fhould 
have  been  obnoxious  to  cenfure,  or  that  writers  of  very  oppo- 
fite  political  principles  fhould  concur  in  mifreprefenting  his 
condudl  on  that  occalion.  The  celebrated  female  republi- 
can (a)  terms  it  "  difhonourable  and  piratical,"  and  the  courtly 

(a)  Mrs.  Macauky's  Hiftory  of  England, 
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and  elegant  apologifl:  of  the  Stewart  family  (b),  pronounces  it     CHAP. 
a  mofl  unwarrantable  violation  of  treaty.  ^^' 

The  publication  of  the  flate  papers  of  Thurloe  (the  Secre- 
tary) ought,  however,  to  have  mitigated  this  weight  of  cenfure. 
In  truth,  it  will  be  found  that  nothing  but  a  mofl  difingenuous 
concealment  of  the  hollile  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards,  too 
grofs  to  be  palliated,  towards  the  fubjedls  of  England,  can 
give  even  the  colour  of  plaulibllity  to  the  charge  which  has 
been  brought  againft  Cromwell,  of  having  commenced  an  un- 
jufl  and  ruinous  war,  againft  a  friend  and  ally,  contrary  to  the 
intereft  of  the  nation,  and  in  violation  of  the  faith  of  treaties. 
If  the  power  which  is  vefted  in  the  executive  magiftrate, 
by  whatever  name  he  be  diftinguiilied,  be  held  for  the  protec- 
tion and  fecurity  oi  the  religion,  liberties  and  properties  of 
the  people  under  his  government,  the  meafures  adopted  by 
the  Proteftor  on  that  occafion  were  not  merely  juftifiablej. 
they  "were  highly  neceffary,  and  even  meritorious  j  for  the  con- 
dudt  of  Spain,  efpecially  in  America,  was  the  declaration  and 
exercife  of  war  againft  the  whole  human  race.  I  ftiall  adduce 
a  itw  remarkable  fadls  to  fupport  this  afTertion.  The  fubjedt 
is  curious  in  itfelf,  and,  in  lome  refpefts,  will  be  new  to  the 
reader. 

The  lateft  treaty  which  had  been  made  betv/een  Eng- 
land and  Spain,  previous  to  the  alTumption  of  the  proteiflorate 
by  Cromv/ell,  was  concluded  in  the  year  1630;  by  the  firft 
article  of  which  it  was  ftipulated,  that  there  fhould  be  peace, 
amity,  and  friendfliip  between  the  two  crowns  and  their  re- 

(h)  David  Hume — Hiftory  of  Great  Britain.- 
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BOOK    fpe6tive  fubjedls  in  all  parts  of  the  world.     Before  this  period, 
^^'  the  fovereigns  of  Spain  had  not  only  encouraged,  but  openly 

avowed,  the  exercife  of  perpetual  hoftility  on  the  fhips  and 
fuhjedls  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  that  were  or  might  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  new  hemifphere ;  arrogantly  affuming 
to  themfelves  a  right  not  only  to  all  the  territories  which  their 
■own  fubjedls  had  difcovered  there,  but  claiming  alfo  the  fole 
and  exclufive  privilege  of  navigating  the  American  feas  fcj. 

Pretensions  fo  exorbitant,  which  violated  alike  the  laws 
of  nature  and  nations,  were  refilled  by  every  maritime  flatc 

(c)  In  the  reign  of  James  I.  within  two  years  after  the  conclufion  of  a 
peace  between  England  and  Spain,  which  faved  the  Spanifli  monarchy  from 
atfolute  deftriiftion,  Sir  Charles  Cornwallis,  in  a  letter  dated  from  Madrid  in 
May  1606,  informs  the  Earl  of  Salifbury,  that  Don  Lewis  Firardo,  a  Spanifli 
admiral,  having  met  with  certain  Englifli  fhips  laden  with  com  and  bound  ta 
Seville,  "  took  the  mafters,  and  firft  fet  their  necks  in  the  flocks.  He  afterwards 
removed  them  into  his  own  fhip,  and  there,  with  his  own  hands,  did  as  much 
to  their  legs ;  reviling  them,  and  calling  them  heretics,  Lutheran  dogs,  and  ene- 
mies of  Chrifl,  threatening  to  hang  them ;  and  in  conclufion  robbed  them  of 
what  he  thought  fit."  See  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  143-^— It  appears  by  fubfequent 
letters  preferved  in  the  fame  colledion,  that  Cornwallis,  complaining  to  the 
Duke  of  Lerma,  the  minifter  of  Spain,  of  Firardo's  conduft,  particularly  in 
fending  to  the  gallies  fome  Englifli  mariners  whom  he  had  made  prifoners  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  was  told  by  that  minifter  "  that  Firardo  fliould  be  called  to  ac- 
-count,  not  (adds  the  Duke)  for  fending  the  men  to  the  gallies,  hxyXftrnot  having 
hanged  them  up,  as  he  ought  to  have  4me"  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  fome  time 
afterwards,  in  a  letter  to  King  James,  fpeaks  of  it  as  a  well-known  faft,  that 
the  Spaniards,  in  another  inftance,  had  murdered  twenty-fix  Engliflimen,  tying 
them  back  to  back  and  then  cutting  their  throats,  even  after  they  had  traded 
with  them  a  whole  month,  and  when  the  Englifli  went  afliore  in  full  con- 
fidence, and  without  fo  much  as  one  fword  among  them.  See  Raleigh's  Works 
J>y  Birch,  vol.  ii.  p.  376. 

j.  that 


WEST      I  N  D-  I  E  S.  145 

that  felt  itfelf  concerned  in  the  iiTiie :  by  the  Engliih  parti- 
cularly, who  had  already  planted  colonies  in  Virginia,  Bermu- 
das, St.  Chriftopher's  and  Barbadoes ;  territories  fome  of  which 
Spain  had  not  even  difcovered,  and  none  of  which  had  flie  ever 
occupied.  Thus  adlual  war,  and  war  in  all  its  horrors,  pre- 
vailed between  the  fubjefts  of  Spain  in  the  new  world,  and 
thofe  of  the  feveral  other  nations  who  ventured  thither,  while, 
at  the  fame  time,  peace  apparently  fubfiiled  between  the  parent 
ftates  in  Europe. 

To  fecure  to  the  Engliih  an  uninterrupted  intercourfe  with 
their  fettlements  above  mentioned,  was  one  great  objedl  of 
the  treaty  of  1630,  It  feems  indeed  to  have  been  more  im- 
mediately founded  on  a  remarkable  inftance  of  Spanifli  perfidy, 
which  had  recently  happened  in  the  illand  of  St.  Chriftopher; 
for  the  court  of  Spain  having,  towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1629,  fitted  out  a  fleet  of  twenty-four  fhips  of  force,  and 
fifteen  frigates,  under  the  command  of  Don  Frederic  de  Toledo, 
oflenfibly  to  attack  the  Dutch  fettlement  in  Brafil,  fecretly 
ordered  the  admiral  to  proceed  in  the  firft  place  to  the  ifland 
I  have  mentioned  (which,  although  the  Spaniards  had  indeed 
firft  difcovered  it  130  years  before,  they  had  never  once  occu- 
pied) and  rout  out  from  thence  both  the  Engliih  and  French, 
who  at  that  time  held  a  joint  and  peaceable  pofTeflion. 

Neither  the  French,  nor  Engliih,  nor  both  together, 
were  ftrong  enough  to  oppofe  fuch  an  enemy.  The  French 
planters  took  refuge  in  the  neighbouring  ifland  of  Antego, 
and  the  Engliih  fled  to  the  mountains ;  from  whence  they  fent 
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depU'ties  to  treat  for  a  furrender;  but  the  haughty  Spaniard 
required  and  obtained  unconditional  fubmiffion  j  and,  having 
feledted  out  of  the  Englifli  fettlers  fix  hundred  of  the  ableft 
men,  whom  he  condemned  to  the  mines,  he  ordered  all  the 
reft  (confifting  chiefly  of  women  and  children)  inftantly  to 
quit  the  ifland,  in  fome  Englifh  veffels  which  he  had  feized  at 
Nevis,  under  pain  of  death.  He  then  laid  wafte  all  the  fettle* 
ments  within  Jhis  reach,  and  having  reduced  the  country  to  ai 
defart,  proceeded  on  his  voyage. 

It  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  treaty  of  1630,  prevented 
fuch  enormities  in  future;  but,  in  violation  of  all  that  is  folemn 
and  facred  among  Chriftian  ftates,  and  to  the  difgrace  of  humaa 
nature,  the  Spaniards,  eight  years  only  after  the  affair  of  St. 
Chriftopher's,  attacked  a  fmall  Englifh  colony  which  had 
taken  pofleflion  of  tl^  little  unoccupied  Ifland  of  Tortuga* 
and  put  every  man,  woman,  and  child  to  the  fword :  they  even; 
hanged  up  fuch  as  came  in  and  furrendered  themfelves,  on  the; 
promife  of  mercy,,  after  the  firft  attack. 

The  imhappy  monarch  at  that  time  on  the  throne  of 
England,  was  too  deeply  engaged  in  contefts  with  his  fubjedls 
at  home,  to  be  able  to  afford  protedtion  to  his  colonLfts  abroad  j 
and  thofe  contefts  termitiating  at  length  in  a  civil  war,  the 
Spaniards  proceeded  in  the  fame  career  with  impunity;  treating- 
all  the  Britifh  fubjefts,  whom  they  found  in  the  Weft  Indies,, 
as  intruders  and  pirates.  In  the  year  1635,  the  Englifh  and 
Dutch  had  jointly  taken  pofTeflion  of  Santa  Cruz,  which  at 
tliat  time  was  wholly  unpeopled  and  deferted.  Difputes  arifing 
^  between 
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between  the  new  fettlers,  the  Englifli  took  arms  and  became 
fole  mafters  of  the  Ifland.  In  1650  the  Spaniards  landed  there, 
and,  without  the  fmalieft  provocation,  exterminated  every  in- 
habitant that  fell  into  their  hands,  murdering,  as  at  Tortuga, 
even  the  women  and  children.  As  ufual  with  this  revengeful 
nation,  they  conquered  but  to  defolate  ;  for,  having  deftroyed 
all  the  people  they  could  feize,  they  laid  wafte  and  then  defer  ted 
the  Ifland,  and,  when  fome  of  the  Dutch  nation,  in  confequencc 
of  fuch  defertion,  took  pofleffion  a  fecond  time,  the  Spaniards' 
returned  and  treated  them  as  they  had  treated  the  Englifh. 

Of  their  cruelties  towards  the  fubjedts  of  foreign  ftates,  even 
fuch  as  were  forced  on  their  coafts  in  diftrefs,  the  inftances 
were  without  number.  Their  treatment  of  the  failors  was  as 
barbarous  and  inhuman,  as  their  pretences  for  feizing  them 
were  commonly  groundlefs  and  unjuft.  The  vary  mercies  of 
the  Spaniards  were  cruel;  for  if,  in  fome  few  inftances,  they 
forbore  to  inflidt  immediate  death  on  their  prifoners,  they  fen- 
tenced  them  to  a  worfe  punifhment;  condemning  them  to 
work  in  the  mines  of  Mexico  for  life  fi/J. 

It 

(J)  The  Spaniards,  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  revived  thefe  pradlices,  ^nd 
continued  them  to  our  own  times.  About  the  year  1 680,  they  landed  on  the  Ifland 
of  Providence,  one  of  the  Bahamas,  and  totally  deftroyed  the  Englifh  fettlement 
there.  The  governor  (Mr.  Clark)  they  took  with  them  to  Cuba,  in  iroits,  and 
put  him  to  death  by  torture.  Oldmixon,  who  wrote  "  The  Britifh  empire  in 
America,"  was  informed  by  Mr.  Trott,  one  of  Governor  Clark's  fucceflbrs,  that 
the  Spaniards  roafted  Clark  on  a  fpit.  The  infolence  and  brutality  of  the  com- 
manders pf  the  Spanifti  guarda-coflas,  in  the  days  of  Walpole,  are  remembered  by 
many  perfons  now  living ;  and  perhaps  there  are  thofe  alive  who  were  prefent 
when  Captain  Jenkins  gave  that  remarkable  evidence  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
U  a  which 
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It  is  evident,  from  the  fchemes  and  propofals  for  attacking 
the  Spaniards,  which  were  prefented  to  Cromwell  on  his  eleva- 
tion to  the  protedorate,  that  the  Englifh,  in  general,  had  a 
deep  and  juil  lenfe  of  the  wrongs  which  they  fuftained  from 
the  bigotry,  avarice,  and  cruelty  of  the  Spanifh  nation. — We 
may  furely  conclude,  that  applications  of  fuch  a  nature  could 
not  have  been  made  to  the  fuprcme  executive  magiftrate^ 
vdthout  any  pretence  of  injuiy  received.  To  fuppofe  that  a 
body  of  the  fubjedts  of  any  civilized  llate,  or  that  even  any 
individual  of  found  mind,  would  intrude  into  the  national 
councils,  and  prefume  to  folicit  a  violation  of  the  public  faith, 
and  the  commencement  of  hoftilities  towards  a  powerful  ftate 
and  an  ally,'  without  any  provocation,  is  to  fuppofe  a  cafe 
which  I  believe  never  did  occur  in  hiilory,  and  which  indeed 
it  feems  next  to  impoffible  fhould  happen.  Among  other  per- 
fons  who  prefented  memorials  on  this  occafion,  we  find  the 
names  of  Colonel  Modyford  and  Thomas  Gage.  The  former 
•was  one  of  the  earlieft  and  moft  enterprifing  planters  of  Bar- 
badoes  j  and  Gage  had  relided  twelve  years  in  New  Spain  in 
prieft's  orders.     He  was  brother  of  Sir  Henry  Gage,  one  of 

which  it  would  be  thought  might  have  animated  every  British  heart  to  infift  on 
exemplary  vengeance.  The  cafe  was  this  : — A  Spanifh  commander,  after  mm- 
maging  this  man's  veffel  for  what  he  called  contraband  goods,  without  finding 
any,  put  Jenkins  to  the  torture,  and  afterwards,  without  the  fmalleft  provocations- 
cut  off  one  of  his  ears,  telling  him  to  carry  it  to  the  king  of  England  iiis  maft^r. 
Jenkins  had  preferved  the  ear  in  a  bottle,  which  he  difplayed  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons.  Being  aflced  by  one  of  the  members,  what  he  thought,  or  expected 
while  in  the  hands  of  fuch  a  barbarian  ?  "  I  recommended,  (he  replied}  my  foul: 
»o  God,  and  my  caufe  to  my  country." 

See  Torbuck's  Parliamentary  Debatesj^  vol.  ix.  p.  414. 

the 
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the  Generals  under  Charles  I.  (e)  and  appears  to  have  been  a    CHAP, 
man  of  capacity  and  extenlive  obfervation.  If- 

In  his  memorial,  which  is  preferved  among  the  ftate  papers 
of  Thurloe,  he  enters  fully  into  a  juftification  of  the  meafures 
which  he  recommends.  "  None  in  confcience  (he  obferves) 
may  better  attempt  fuch  an  expulfion  of  the  Spaniards  from 
thofe  parts,  than  the  Englifli,  who  have  been  often  expelled  by 
them  from  our  plantations  -,  as  from  St.  Chriftopher's,  St. 
Martin's,  from  Providence  and  from  Tortugas,  where  the 
Englifli  were  inhumanly  and  moft  barbaroufly  treated  by  the 
Spaniards,  who  to  this  day  watch  for  their  beft  advantage  to 
caft  us  out  of  all  our  plantations,  and  fay  that  all  the  iflands  as 
well  as  the  main  belong  to  them.  And  in  confcience  it  is  law- 
ful to  caft  that  enemy  or  troublefome  neighbour  out  of  his 
dominions,  that' would,  and  hath  attempted  to  caft  us  out  of 
ours." — He  then  proceeds  to  demonftrate,  that  it  is  not  a  work 
of  difficulty  to  diflodge  the  Spaniards  from  fome  of  their  moil 
valuable  poiTeffions,.  and  recommends  the  firft.  attack-  to  be 
made  on  Hifpaniola  or  Cuba ;  the  former,  he  obferves,  "  was 
the  Spaniards'  firil  plantation,  and  therefore  it  would  be  to  them 
a  bad  omen  to  begin  to  lofe  that,  which  they  firft  enjoyed." 
"  This  ifland  (he  adds)  is  not  one  quarter  of  it  inhabited,  and  fo 
the  more  eafy  to  take."^ — Gage,  fome  years  before,  had  publifhed 
a  book,  which  is  now  before  mej  entitled  "  A  new  furvey  of 
the  Weft  Indias  '  It  contains  much  curious  information  re- 
fpe(5ling  the  ftate  of  Spanifli  America,  at  the  time  that  he 

(e)  This  Sir  Henry  Gage  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Culham- Bridge,  in  1644. 
He  was  anceftor  ot  the  late  General  Gage,  by  whom  I  was  favoured  with  this 
accoiujt  of  Thomas  Gage, 

refidedi 
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refided  there.  In  the  dedication  to  Fairfax,  General  of  the  par- 
liament's forces,  he  combats,  with  great  ftrength  of  reafoning, 
the  pretenfions  of  the  Spanifh  Crown  to  an  exclufive  right 
to  the  countries  of  the  New  World :  "  I  know  of  no  title," 
he  obferves,  "  that  the  Spaniard  hath  (the  Pope's  donation 
**  excepted)  but  force,  which,  by  the  fame  title  may  be  re- 
♦'  pelled. — And,  as  to  th.t  Jirji  difcovery,  to  me  it  feems  as  little 
*'  reafon,  that  the  failing  of  a  Spanifh  fhip  upon  the  coall;  of 
*'  India,  fhoald  entitle  the  king  of  Spain  to  that  country,  a? 
"  the  failing  of  an  Indian  or  Englifh  fhip  upon  the  coaft  of 
**  Spain,  fliould  entitle  either  the  Indians  or  Engliih  unto  the 
**  dominion  thereof.  No  queftion  but  the  jufl  right  or  title  to 
**  thofe  countries,  appertains  to  the  natives  themfeives  -,  who,  if 
"  they  fliould  willingly  and  freely  invite  the  EnglUTi  to  their  pro- 
**  te<3:ioB,  what  title  foever  they  have  in  them,  no  doubt  but 
*'  they  may  legally  transfer  to  others.  But,  to  end  all  difputes 
**  of  this  nature,  lince  God  hath  given  the  earth  to  the  fons  of 
*'  men  to  inhabit,  and  that  there  are  many  vafl  countries  in 
*'  thofe  parts  not  yet  inhabited,  either  by  Spaniard  or  Indian, 
**  why  fliould  my  countrymen,  the  Englifli,  be  debarred  from 
**  making  ufe  of  that,  which  God,  from  all  beginning,  did 
*'  ordain  for  the  benefit  of  mankind  ?" 

These,  or  fimilar  arguments,  and  a  long  lift  of  Spanifh  de- 
predations on  the  fubjedls  of  England,  made  without  doubt  a 
deep  imprefiion  on  the  mind  of  Cromwell.  It  appcrs  indeed 
that  the  court  of  Spain,  confcious  of  having  merited  the  fevereft 
vengeance,  forefaw  an  impending  florm,  and  endeavoured  to 
^avert  it.  We  are  told  by  Thurloe,  that  Cardenas  the  am- 
baffador,  in  a  private  audience,  congratulated  the  Proteftor  on 

his 
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his  elevation  to  the  government, ''  affuring  him  of  the  true  and 
conftant  friendfhip  of  his  mafter,  either  in  the  condition  he 
then  ftood,  or  that  if  he  wou^d  go  a  flep  further,  and  take 
upon  him  the  crown,  his  mafler  would  venture  the  crown 
of  Spain  to  defend  him  in  it."  Thefe  general  difcourfes 
came  afterwards  to  particular  propofitions ;  v/hich  Cromwell 
received  with  a  coldnefs  that  alarmed  the  ambaflador  j  who 
then  defired  that  former  trv^s.ties  of  alliance  between  the  two 
kingdoms  might  be  renewed,  as  the  firfl  flep  towards  a  nearer 
union.  It  does  not  appear  that  Cromwell  had  any  objedlion 
to  this  proportion.  Tha^:  he  fought  to  involve  the  nation  in 
an  unprovoked  and  unneceffai-y  war  with  Spain,  or,  as  Ludlow 
exprefles  it,  that  "  he  meant  to  engage  thofe  men  in  diflant 
fervices,  who  otherwife  were  ready  to  join  in  any  party  againft 
him  at  home,"  though  it  has  been  confidently  afferted,  has 
been  afferted  againfl  clear  and  fubftantial  evidence.  He  de- 
manded, it  is  true,  fatisfacSion  for  paft,  and  fecurity  againfl 
future  injuries  j  and  he  appointed  commiflioners  to  treat  with 
the  Spanifh  ambaffador  thereupon  j  with  whom  feveral  con- 
ferences were  held,  chiefly,  fays  Thurloe,  on  the  right  interpre- 
tation of  the  treaty  of  1630. — The  refult  of  thofe  conferencesj. 
which  I  fhall  give  in  Thurloe's  own  words,  affords  fo  full  and 
clear  a  juflificatiQn  of  the  Proteftor's  fubiequent  proceedings, 
that  no  excufe  can  be  offered  for  thofe  hiflorians  by  whom  this 
evidence  has  been  wilfully  fupprefled. 

The  chief  difficulties  (obferves  Thurloe)  were  the  follow- 
ing, "  ifl,  touchmg  the  Wefl  Indies,  the  debate  whereof  was 
"  occafioned  upon  the  firfl  article  of  the  afore faid  treaty  of  1 630^ 
"  whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  there  (hould  be  peace,  amity,  and 

**  friendfhip,- 
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"  friendfliip  between  the  two  kings  and  their  refpe<Stive  fub- 
"  jedls  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  as  well  in  Europe  as  elfewhere. 
"  Upon  this  it  was  fliewn,  that  in  contravention  of  this  article, 
**  the  Engliili  were  treated  by  the  Spaniards  as  enemies,  where- 
"  ever  they  were  met  in  America,  though  failing  to  and  from 
"  their  own  plantations,  and  infifted  that  fatisfadtion  was  to  be 
**  given  in  this,  and  a  good  foundation  of  friendfhip  laid  in 
"  thofe  parts  for  the  future,  between  their  refpeclive  fubjedls 
"  (the  Englifli  there  being  very  coniiderable,  and  whofe  fafety 
"  and  intereft  the  government  here  ought  to  provide  for)  or 
"  elfe  there  could  be  no  folid  and  lailing  peace  between  the  two 
"  flates  in  Europe. 

"  The  fecond  difference  was  touching  the  inquifition,  &c. — 
"  To  thefe  two,  Don  Alonfo  was  pleafed  to  anfwer ;  that  to 
"  alk  a  liberty  from  the  inquifition,  ^vAfreefaUing  in  the  Weji 
*'  Indies,  was  to  ajk  his  majler's  two  eyes;  and  that  nothing  could  be 
*'  done  in  thofe  point Sy  but  according  to  the  practice  of  former  times. 

"  Then  it  came  into  debate,  before  Oliver  and  his  council, 
**  with  which  of  thefe  crowns  (France  or  Spain)  an  alliance 
**  was  to  be  chofen.  Oliver  himfelf  was  for  a  war  with  Spain, 
■*'  at  leajl  in  the  Wejl  Indies,  if fatisfaStion  were  not  given  for  the 
"  paji  damages,  and  things  well  fettled  for  the  future.  And  mofl 
*'  of  the  council  went  the  fame  way" 

From  the  fads  and  recital  which  I  have  thus  giyen,  it  is 
apparent  that  the  Spaniards  not  only  were  the  firft  aggrefibrs, 
but  had  proceeded  to  thofe  hoflilities  againft  the  fubjedis 
of  England,  which  are  unjuftifiable  even  in  a  ftate  of  adlual 
war ;  and,  although  the  outrages  complained  of,  were  fuch 
as  the  mofl  infignificant  ftate  in  the  world  would  not  have 

•J  tamely 
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tamely  fubmltt^d  to,  from  the  moft  powerful  i  yet  did  Crom- 
well, in  feeking  redrefs,  difplay  his  regard  to  juftice  by 
his  moderation  and  temper.  He  demanded,  it  is  true,  re- 
paration for  paft  injuries,  and  fecurity  againft  future ;  but  he 
did  not  order  reprifals  to  be  made,  until  his  demand  was  rejeit- 
€d,  and  until  he  was  pliinly  told,  that  the  fame  hoftile  line  of 
conduct  which  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto  purfued  towards  the 
Englifh  in  America  fhould  be  perfifled  in.  Now,  as  Blome. 
well  obferves,  on  this  occafion,  **  war  muji  needs  be  jujiijiabk^ 
•^vhen  peace  is  not  allowable." 

The  courfe  of  my  work  would  now  bring  me  to  an  illuftra- 
tion-of  the  Protedlor's  meafures  in  confequence  of  his  appeal 
to  force  J  the  equipment  of  a  powerful  armament,  its  mifcarriagc 
at  Hifpaniola,  and  fuccefs  at  Jamaica  j  but  of  all  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  a  very  accurate  and  circumftantial  narrative  has  already 
been  given  in  the  hiftory  of  Jamaica  by  Mr.  Long ;  to  whoie 
account  I  cannot  hope  to  add  perfpicuity  or  force.  Referring 
the  reader,  therefore,  to  that  valuable  work,  for  fatisfadlory 
information  in  thefe  particulars,  I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter 
with  an  account  of  the  ftate  of  Jamaica,  its  inhabitants  and 
produd:ions,  as  it  v/as  found  by  the  Englifh  forces  on  its  cap- 
ture in  May  1655  ;  obferving  only,  and  I  mention  the  circum- 
ftance  with  a  regret  in  which  I  am  fure  the  reader  will  particle 
pate,  that  Gage,  who  planned  the  expedition,  embarked  with  and 
perifhed  in  it ! 

The  whole  number  of  white  inhabitants  on  the  ifland, 
including  women  and  children,  did  not  exceed  fifteen  hun- 
dred.    Penn,  in  his  examination  before  the  Protcdor's  coun- 

VoL.  I.  X  cil. 
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cll,  on  the  I2th  ofSeptemiser  1655,  ftates  theniat  twelve  or 
fourteen  hundred  only,:of  which  he  fays  .about -five  -hundred 
xnen  were  in  arms  when  the 'EngHlli  landed.  Itisatemarkable 
however  that  Blome,  who  compiled  a  iliort  account  of  Jamaica 
fo  early  as  1672,  avers  that  the  town  of  St.  Jago  de  la  Vega. 
■confilled  of  two  thoufand  houfes,  two  churches,  two  chapek 
and  an  abbey.  There  muft  therefore  have  ha,ppened  at  fome 
period  a  wonderful  diminution  in  the  number  of  the  white  in* 
habitants,  and  the  expulfion  of  the  Portuguefe  fettlers,  as  related 
by  this  author,  appears  the  more  probable.  Blome  perhaps  has 
given  an  exaggerated  account  of  the  number  of  the  houfes ; 
but  fufRcient  evidence  remained,  till  within  thefe  few  years, 
of  the  buildings  confecrated  to  divine  worlhip,  particularly 
of  the  two  churches  and  the  abbey. 

Of  the  other  principal  fettlements,  the  chief  appears  to 
have  been  at  Puerto  de  Caguaya,,  fince  named  by  the.  Englifft 
Port  Royal ;  but  though  it  was  next  in  confequence  to  St, 
Jago,  it  was  probably  nothing  more  than  an  Lnconiiderabie 
hamlet,  eftabliflied  for  the  purpofb  of  fome.  fmall  traffick  with 
the  fhips  bound  from  Hifpaniola  to  the  continent..  Its  fub- 
fequent  rife  and  extenlive  prosperity,  its  deplorable  wickednefs 
and  fatal  cataftrophe,,  are  circumilances  too  well  known  ta 
be  repeated  fyj^ 

To 

(/)  The  following  fingular  infcriptibnappears  on  a  tomb-ftone,  at  Green-Bay> 
adjoining  the  Apoflles'  Battery. 

"DIEU     SUR    TOUT. 
•'  Here  lies  the  body  of  Lewis  Galdy,  Efq.  who  departed  this  life,  at  Port 
Royal,  the  22d  December  1736,  aged  eighty.     He  was  born  at  Moncpellier,  in 
S'rance,,but  left  that  country  for_ his  religion,  and  came  to  fettle  in  this  ifland, 

wbere 
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To  the  weftward  of'Caguaya  was  the  portof  Efquivel  (Puerta 
de  Efquivelk)  fo  called,  I  prefume,  in  honour  of  the- governor 
of  that  namCi  TKis  port  feepis  indeed  to  have  been  almoft' 
deferted  at  the  time  of  the  conqueft  in  1655,  the  Spaniards 
giving  the  preference  to  Caguayaj  but  it  was  ftill  reforted 
ta  by  the  galleons,  as  a  place  of  fhelter  during  the  hurricane, 
months,  and,  from  its  ancient  reputation,  the  Englifli^  named 
\i  Old  Harbour^ 

From  Old  Harbour  to  Punto  Negrillo,  the  weilern  point 
of  the  ifland,  the  fea-coaft  was  chiefly  in  favanna,  abounding 
in  horned  cattle ;  but  there  does  not  appear  to  have  been  any 
fettlement  in  all  that  great  extent  of  country,  except  a  fmall 
hamlet  called  Oriilan,  of  which  however  the  accounts  arc 
obfcure  and  contradidory. 

Retxtrning  eaftward,  to  the  north  of  Port  Caguaya  ivas 
the  Hato  de  Liguany ;  prefenting  to  the  harbour  an  extenfive 
plain  or  favanna,  covered  with  cedar  and  other  excellent 
timber.  This  part  of  the  country  was  alfo  abundantly  ftored 
with  horned  cattle  and  horfes,  which  ran  wild  in  great  num- 
bers;  and  the  firft  employment  of  the  Englifh  troops  was 
hunting  and  flaughtering  the  cattle,  for  the  fake  of  the  hides 
and  tallow,  which  foon  became  an  article  of  export.  It  wat 
fuppofed  by  Sedgewickc,  that  the  foldiers  had  killed  20,000 

where  he  was  fwlallowed  up  in  the  great  cardiquake,  in  the  year  169J,  and  bjf 
the  providence  of  God,  was  by  another  {hock  thrown  into  the  fea,  and  miracu- 
loufly  (aved  by  fwimming,  until  a  boat  took  him  up.  He  lived  many  years  after, 
in  great  reputation,  beloved  by  all.  who  knew  him,  and  tnuch  lamented  at  his: 
death." 

X  «  ill 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  firfl  four  months  aifter  their  arrival;  and 
as  to  horfes,  "  they  were  in  fuch  plenty  (fays  Goodfon)  thai. 
"  we  accounted  them  the  vermin  of  the  couiitry  fgj." 

Eastward  of  Liguany  was  the  Hato,  by  fome  called-' 
Ayala,  by  others  Talost  ahd'  now  wrote  Tcdlahs  j  :a  placed  faitji> 
Venables  "which  hath  much  cpmniodity  <?f  planting  or  eredt— 
ing  of  fugar  engines  of  water,  by  reafon  of  two  convenient 
rivers  running  through  it  fit  for  that  purpofe."  Next  to 
Ayala  was  the  Hato'  , called  Morante^  .This  Morante  (faith 
Venables)  **.  is  a  large  and  plentiful  Hato^  being  four  leagues, 
in  length,  confifting  of  many  fmall  favanna^,  and  has  wild; 
cattle  and  hogs  in  very  great  plenty,  and  ends  at  the  Mine,, 
which  is  at  the  Cape  or  P^int  of  Morante  jtfell^  by  y^lxkl^ 
toward  the  north  is  the  port  Antonio,.'-'  ^r : ;  'rvx  --ii.'flo'o 

Such  is  the  account  of  Jamaica  as  tranfmitted  in  General 
Venable's  letter  to  Secretary  Thurloe,  dated  13th  June  1655., 
The-  reader  will  perceive  that-  no-nientipn  is  made,  pf  the, 
north  fide  of  the  iflandj  which  gives  room  tq  conclude,  as  was, 
undoubtedly  the: fa<St, ,  tha^t  it ■  was  one jcntire  dpfert*  from  call: 
to  weft,  totally  uncultivated  aad  uninhabited. 

Of  the  inland  parts,  it  appears  fron;i"S16ane,  that  Guanaboa  : 
was  famous  for  Its  cacao-trees,  and  theJpw  lands.] of  Clarendon'; 
for  plantations  of  tobacco,  ''         " • 

■  (g)  '*  Colonel  Barry's'  houfe  all  galllfied  round  "(now  caUed  CaTaKers)  -was- 
formerly,  -when  the  Spaniards  pofleffed' the  ifland,  the.  only  place  in  Liguany  ^ 
inhabited  J  a  rich  widow  fed  here  a  fugar-work,  and  abundance,  of  cattle  in  the. 
favannas,  near  ^.a.poQ','" ■  .(Sloane,.  .vol.  i.. -Inbod.  p.  .73.) — The  mountains  of; 
Liguany  were  fuppofed  alfo  to  contain  mines  both  of  gold  and  copper.  . 

Upon 
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Ui'ON  the  whole,  although  the.  Spaniards  had  pofTeffed  the. 
jfland  a  century  and  a  half,  not  one  hundredth  part  of  the 
plantable  land   was   in  cultivation  when   the   Englifh   made 
ihemfelves   mafters  of  it.     Yet  the  Spanifh  fettlers  had  no- 
fOoner  exterminated,  in  the  manner  we  have  fecn,  the  original . 
proprietors,  than  they  had  recourfe,  with  their  neighbours  of  ^ 
Hifpaniola,  to  the  introdudion  of  flaves  from  Africa.     We . 
are  told  that  the  number  of  negroes  in  the  ifland,  at  the  time; 
of  its  capture,  nearly  equalled  that  of  the  Whites.     It  is  not-, 
eafy  to  difcover  to  what  ufeful  purpofe  .the  labour  of •  thefe 
Blacks  was  applied.     The  floth  and  penury  of  the  Spanilli 
planters,  when  the  Englifh  landed,  were  extreme.  Of  the  many; 
valuable  commodities  which  Jamaica  has  fince  produced  in  fo . 
great  abundance,  fome  were  altogether  unknown,  and  of  the  . 
reft  the  inhabitants  cultivated  no  more  than  were  fuffieient  , 
for  their  own  expenditure.     Their  priiicipal  export,  befides 
cacoa, .  confifted  of  hogs-lard  and  hides.     The  fale  of  thefe  - 
articles,  and  fupplying  the  few  fhips  that  touched  at  their  ports- 
with  provifions,  in  barter  for  European  manufadlures,  conflii- 
tuted  the  whole  of  their  commerce  ^  a  comrnerce  which  the  . 
favages  of  Madagafcar  condudl  with  equal  ability  and  fuccefs. 
They  poffelTed  nothing  of  the  elegancies  of  life,  nor  were  they 
acquainted  even  with  many  of  thofe  gratifications:  which,  in 
civilized  ftates,.  are  confidered  as  neceffary  to  the  ;comfort  and 
conveniency  of  it.-    They  were  neither  polifhed  by  focial  in- 
tercourfe,  nor  improved  by  education ;  but  pafled  their  days 
in  gloomy  languor,  enfeebled  by  flotli  and  depreffed  by  pover- 
ty.    Having  at  .the  fame  time  but  little  Or  no  connexion  with 
Europe,  nor  the  means  of  fending  their  children  thither  for 

education 
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education  (a  circumftance  that  might  have  introduced  ai^png 
them,  from  time  to  time,  fome  portioji  of  civility  and  feience)' 
they  had  been  for  many  years  in  a  flate  of  progreffive  degene^: 
racy,  and  would  probably,  ia  a  ihoi  t  time,  have  expiated  the. 
guilt  of  their  anceftors,  by  falling  viftims  tbemfelves  to  the 
vengeance  of  their  flaves.  Time  indeed  had  wro.ught  a  w^on- 
derful  change  in  the  manners  and  difpofitions  of  all  the  Spanifli 
Americans.  It  muft  how^ever  be  acknowledged,  that  if  they; 
polTefTed  not  the  abilities  of  their  forefathers,  they  were  unftain^. 
ed  with  their  crimes.  If  we  find  among  them  no  traces  of^ 
that  enterprifing  genius ;  that  unconquerable  perfeverance, . 
that  contempt  of  toil,  danger,  and  death,  which  fo  wonderfully 
diftinguiflied  the  great  adventurers,  who  firft  explored  and 
added  a  new  hemifphere  to  the  Spani{h  dominion  j  we  muH: 
own  at  the  fame  time  that  they  were  happily  free  from  their 
guilty  ambition ;  their  remorfelefs  fanaticifm,  and  frantic 
cruelty.  But,  whatever  was  their  character,  it  is  impoffible 
to  juftify  the  hard  terms  impofed  by  the  Englifh  commanders 
on  the  poor  fettlers  in  Jamaica,  in  requiring  them  to  deliver 
up  their  flaves  and  effefts,  and  quit  the  country  altogether. 
They  pleaded  that  they  were  born  in  the  ifland,  and  had 
neither  relations,  friends,  nor  country  elfewhere,  and  they 
declared  that  they  were  refolved  to  perifli  in  the  woods,  rather 
than  beg  their  bread  in  a  foreign  foil.  This  was  their  iinal 
anfwer  to  the  propofitions  of  Venables,  the  Englifh  General, 
nor  could  they  be  brought  again  to  enter  into  any  treaty. 
The  refinance  they  afterwards  made  againft  the  efforts  of 
our  troops  to  expel  them  from  the  ifland,  may  furnifh  this 
important  leflfon  to  conquerors — that  even  vidtory  has  its 
X  limits, 
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limits,  and  that  injuftlce  and   tyranny  frequently  defeat  their     CHAP, 
own  purpofes  (h).  11. 

(h)  The  articles  of  capitulation  firft  agreed  on,  which  may  be  feen  In  Burchet's 
Naval  Hiftory,  are  fufficiently  liberal.  By  thefe  all  the  inhabitants  (fome  few  in- 
dividuals excepted)  had  their  lives  and  effe6ls  granted  them,  and  permifficHito  rs*. 
main  in  the  country ;  but  on  the  4th  of  June,  Venables  informs  the  Lord  Prote£lor, 
that  the  inhabitants  having  broken  their  promiles  and  engagements,  he  had  feized 
•the  Governor  and  other  chief  perfons,  and  compelled  them  to  fubfcribe  new  arti- 
cles.— What  thofe  were  he  does  not  fay.  It  appears,  however,  that  it  was  ftipu- 
lated  by  one  of  them,  that  the  Spanifli  part  of  the  inhabitants  Ihould  leave  the 
Mand ;  and  it  feems  probable  that  this  meafure  was  promoted  by  the  intrigues  o£ 
the  Portuguefe;  for,  in  a  fubfequent  letter, Venables  writes  thus:  "  The  Portu- 
guefes  wehope  to  makegoodfubjedtsof.  The  Spaniards  we  fhall  remove."  The 
particulars  related  in  the  text,  concerning  the  efie<S  of  this  determination  on  the 
minds  of  thofe  poor  people,  are  given  on  the  authority  of  a  paper  figned,  J.  Daniel, 
dated  Jamaica  3d  of  June,  and  preferVed  among  Thurloe'-s  State  Papers,  yok 
iji.  p.  504- 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      III. 

Proceedings  of  the  Englijh  in  "Jamaica  after  its  capture. — Col. 
D'Oyley  declared  prefident.-^Difconterits  and  mortality  among 
the  army.— Vigorous  exertions  of  the  ProteBor.—Col.  B}~ayne 
appointed  commatider  in  chief — His  death.-— D'Oyley  reaffu-mes 
the  goverfiment. — Defeats  the  Spanijh  forces,  which  had  invaded 
the  ifland  from  Cuba. — His  wife  and  fleady  adtninifiration.-— 
Bucaniers. — Conciliating  conduSi  of  Charles  H.  on  his  refioration, 
' — Firji  efiablijldment  of  a  regular  government  in  "Jamaica. — Lord 
Windfor's  appointment. — Royal  proclamation^ — American  treaty 
in  it'Jo. —-Change  of  meafures  on  the  part  of  the  crown.-— New 
confiitution  devifed  for  famaica.—Earl  of  Carhfle  appointed 
chief  governor  for  the  purpofe  of  enforcing  the  new  fyjlem.— 
.  Succefsfid  oppofition  of  the  ajfembly. — Subfequent  difputes  refpeSl- 
ing  the  confirmation  of  their  laws.— "Terminated  by  the  revenue 
a£i  of  1728. 

F  T  E  R  the  capture  of  the  ifland,  until  the  reftoratlon 
of  Charles  II.  the  Englifh  in  Jamaica  remained  under 
military  jurifdidion.  Cromwell  had  nominated  Winflow, 
Serlc  and  Butler  to  adl  as  commiffioners,  with  Penn  and  Vena- 
bles,  intending,  I  prefume,  to  conflitute  by  this  arrangement 
a  council  of  ftate,  whofe  authority  might  mitigate  the  rigour 
of  the  law-martial ;  but  the  two  generals,  with  commiflioner 
Butler,  returning  to  England  without  leave,  the  fole  command 
of  the  army  devolved  on  Major  General  Fortefcue,  and  of  the 
*  fleet 
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fleet  on  Admiral  Goodfon.  Neverthelefs  it  was  the  intention 
of  Cromwell  to  have  eftablifhed  a  civil  government  in  the 
ifland  on  very  liberal  principles.  Soon  after  he  received  the 
account  of  its  capture,  he  iffued  a  proclamation  declaratory 
of  that  purpofe,  and  on  the  return  to  England  of  Com- 
miffioner  Butler,  he  fent  over  Major  Sedgewicke  to  fupply 
his  place.  Sedgewicke  arrived  in  Jamaica  in  Od:ober,  but  Win- 
flow  and  Serle  having  in  the  mean  time  fallen  viftims  to  the  cli- 
mate, he  was  unwilling  to  a6t  under  the  Protedor's  commiffion 
without  further  afliflance.  An  inftrument  of  government  was 
thereupon  framed,  and  fubfcribed,  on  the  eighth  of  Oftober 
1655,  by  Sedgewicke  and  the  principal  officers',  who  thereby 
conftituted  themfelves  a  fupreme  executive  council  for  managing 
the  general  affairs  of  the  ifland  j  of  which  Fortefcue  v/as  declared 
prefident,  and  he  dying  foon  afterwards.  Colonel  Edward 
D'Oyley,  the  next  in  command,  was  chofen  to  preliSe  in  his 
room.  But  the  fituation  of  the  troops  required  martial  array, 
and  flrift  difcipline ;  for  the  difpoffeffed  Spaniards  and  fugitive 
negroes  continued  to  harafs  the  foldiers  with  perpetual  alarms. 
Men  were  daily  killed  by  enemies  in  ambufli.  The  SpaniHi 
blacks  had  feparlted  themfelves  from  their  late  mafters, 
and  murdered,  without  mercy,  fuch  of  the  Englifh  as  rambling 
about  the  country  fell  into  their  hands.  They  were  even  fo 
audacious  as  to  venture  by  night  to  attack  the  Englifli  troops 
in  their  quarters,  and  to  fet  fire  to  fome  of  the  houfes  in 
which  they  were  lodged,  in  the  town  of  St.  J  ago  de  la  Vega, 
the  capital. 

But  the  Protedorwas  determined  to  maintain  his  conquefl, 

and  feemed   anxioufly  bent  on  peopling  the  ifland.     While 

Vol.  I.  Y  recruits 
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recruits  were  raifiing  in  England,  he  diredled  the  governors  of 
Barbadoes,  and  the  other  Britifh  colonies  to  windward  (which 
at  that  time  were  exceedingly  populous)  to  encourage  fome 
of  their  planters  to  remove  to  Jamaica,  on  the  aflurance  of 
their  having  lands  affigned  them  there.  He  difpatched  an 
agent  to  New  England  on  a  limilar  errand,  as  well  as  to  engage 
the  people  of  the  northern  provinces  to  furnifh  provifions  to 
the  newly-acquired  territory.  He  gave  inftrudlions  to  his  fon 
Henry  Cromwell,  who  was  Major  General  of  the  forces  in 
Ireland,  to  engage  two  or  three  thoufand  young  perfons  of  both 
fexes  from  thence,  to  become  fettlers  in  Jamaica ;  and  he  ad- 
vifed  with  the  lord  Broghill,  who  commanded  at  Edinburgh,  on 
the  beft  means  of  inducing  as  great  a  number  to  emigrate  for 
the  fame  purpofe  from  Scotland. 

In  the  mean  while  the  old  foldiers  within  the  Ifland, 
difliking  their  fituation,  and  conceiving  from  the  preparations 
of  the  government  at  home,  that  the  Protedlor  had  thoughts 
of  confining  them  to  Jamaica  for  life,  became  diffatisfied  and 
feditious.  Other  caufes  indeed  concurred  to  awaken  among 
them  fuch  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  as  approached  nearly  to 
mutiny.  Having  at  firfl  found  in  the  country,  cattle  and  fwine 
in  great  abundance,  they  had  deftroyed  them  with  fuch  impro- 
vidence and  wantonnefs  of  profufion,  as  to  occafion  a  fcarcity 
of  frcfh  provifions  in  a  place  which  had  been  reprefented  as 
abounding  in  the  highefl  degree.  The  chief  commanders 
apprehending  this  event,  and  finding  that  the  bread  and  flour 
which  arrived  from  England  were  oftentimes  fpoilt  by  the 
length  of  the  voyage  and  the  heat  of  the  climate,  had  urged 
^  tl-^ 
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the  foldiers,  with  great  earneftnefs,  to  cultivate  the  foil,  and 
raife,  by  their  own  induftry,  Indian  corn,  pulfe  and  caflavi, 
fufficient  for  their  maintenance.  They  endeavoured  to  make 
them  fenfible  that  fupplies  from  England  mufl:  neceflarily  be 
cafual  and  uncertain  -,  and,  perfuafion  failing,  they  would  have 
compelled  them  by  force  to  plant  the  ground ;  but  the  fubal- 
tern  officers  concurred  with  the  private  men,  abfolutely  refuf- 
ing  to  contribute  in  the  fmalleft  degree  to  their  own  preferva- 
tion  by  the  means  recommended.  They  were  poiTelfed  of  a 
paffionate  longing  to  return  to  England,  and  fondly  imagined 
that  the  continual  great  expence  of  maintaining  fo  large  a 
body  of  troops  at  fo  great  a  dlftance,  would  induce  the  Pro- 
tedlor  to  relinquifh  his  conquefl.  They  even  rooted  up  the  ■ 
provifions  which  had  been  planted  and  left  by  the  Spaniards. 
"  Our  foldiers  (writes  Sedgewicke)  have  deftroyed  all  forts 
of  provifions  and  cattle.  Nothing  but  ruin  attends  them 
wherefoever  they  go.  Dig  or  plant,  they  neither  will  nor  can,  - 
but  are  determined  rather  to  ftarve  than  work."  A  fcarcity, 
approaching  to  a  famine,  was  at  length  the  confequence  of 
fuch  mifcondud,  and  it  was  accompanied  with  its  ufual  attend- 
ants, difeafe  and  contagion.  Perhaps  there  are  but  few  defcrip- 
tions  in  hiftcry  wherein  a  greater  variety  of  horrors  are  accumu- 
lated than  in  the  letters  addrefTed  on  this  occafion  by  Sedgewicke 
and  the  other  principal  officers,  to  the  government  at  home, 
which  are  preferved  among  Thurloe's  Itate  papers.  Such  was 
the  want  of  food,  that  fnakes,  lizards  and  other  vermin,  were 
eagerly  eaten,  together  with  unripe  fruits  and  noxious  vegeta- 
bles.    This  unwholefome  diet  concurred  with  other  circum- 

Y  2  ftances 
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BOOK  ilances  to  produce  an  epidemic  dyfenteiy,  which  raged  like 
If-  the  plague.  For  a  confiderable  time  140  men  died  weekly, 
^'  and    Sedgewicke  himfelf  at  length  periflied  in  the   general 

carnage. 

The  Protedor,  as  foon  as  he  had  received  information  or 
the  diflradled  and  calamitous  flate  of  the  colony,  exerted  him- 
felf, with  his  lifual  vigour,  to  afford  it  relief.  Provifions  and 
neceffaries  of  all  kinds  were  fliipped  without  delay;  and  Crom- 
well, diftruftful  it  is  faid  of  D'Oyley's  attachment,  fuperfeded 
him,  by  granting  a  commiffion  of  commander  in  chief  of 
Jamaica,  to  Col.  Brayne,  governor  of  Lochabar  in  Scotland. 
This  gentleman,  with  a  fleet  of  tranfports,  and  a  reinforce- 
ment of  one  thoufand  recruits,  failed  from  Port  Patrick,  the 
beginning  of  October  1656,  and  arrived  at  Jamaica  in  De- 
cember following.  Col.  Humphreys  with  his  regiment,  con- 
fifting  of  830  men,  had  landed,  fome  time  before,  from  Eng- 
land j  and  Stokes,  governor  of  Nevis,  with  1500  perfons  col- 
led:ed  in  the  Windward  Iflands,  had  reached  Jamaica,  and 
begun  an  eftablifhment  near  to  the  Port  of  Moi-ant,  where 
fome  of  Stokes's  defcendants,  of  the  fame  name,  polTefs  at 
this  day  confiderable  property.  Another  regiment,  commanded 
by  Col.  Moore,  arrived  in  the  beginning  of  1657  from  Ireland, 
and  fome  induftrious  planters  followed  foon  afterwards  from 
New  England  and  Bermudas. 

Brayne's  firll  accounts  are  very  difcouraging.  He  com- 
plains that  he  found  all  things  in  the  utmoft  confufion  ;  that 

violent 
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violent  animofines  fubfifted  among  the  troops ;  and,  above  all, 
that  there  was  a.  great  want  of  men  cordial  to  the  bufinefs ;  fuch 
is  his  exprefTion.  He  defires  a  remittance  oi ^.  5000,  to  ena- 
ble him  to  ered:  fortifications,  and  a  further  fupply  of  provi- 
iions  for  fix  months ;  ftrenuoufly  recommending,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  general  liberty  of  trade  between  the  ifland  and  all  na- 
tions in  amity  with  England  j  an  indulgence  v/hich  he  thinks 
would  fpeedily  encourage  planters  enough  to  fettle  ir*,  and  im- 
prove, the  country- 

But  Brayne,  though  a  man  of  fagaclty  and  penetration, 
^vanted  firmnefs  and  fortitude.  The  troops  ftill  continued 
unhealthy,  and  ficknefs  fpreading  rapidly  amongft  the  new 
comers,  Brayne,  alarmed  for  his  ov;n  fafety,  became  as  little 
cordial  to  the  bufinefs  of  fettling  as  the  refr.  He  prayed  moil 
-earneflly  for  permifilon  to  return  to  England.  In  the  mean 
while,  hy  way  (as  he  writes)  of  precaution  againfl:  a  fever, 
he  weakened  himfelf  to  a  great  degree  by-  copious  blood- 
letting;  a  praftice  which  probably  proved  fatal  to  him;  for 
he  died  at  the  end  of  ten  months  after  his  arrival. .  A  few 
days  before  his  death,  finding  himfelf  in  imminent  danger, 
he  fent  to  D'Oyley,  and  formally  transferred  his  authority 
to  that  officer.  D'Oyley  happily  pofi!effed  all  thofe  qualifica- 
tions in  which  Brayne  v/as  deficient;  yet  he  entered  on  his 
charge  with  reludance  ;  for,  having  already  been  roughly  fuper- 
feded  by  the  Prote(f>or,  he  expedted  perhaps  fuch  another  dif- 
miflion.  In  the  letters  which  he  addreflcd  to  Cromv^ell  and 
Fleetwood,  on  the  event  of  Brayne's  deceafe,  he  expreffes  him- 
felf with  propriety  and  dignity,  "  Your  highnefs,"  he  obferves 
9  to 
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to  Cromwell,  "  is  not  to  be  told  how  difficult  it  is  to  command 
an  army  without  pay,  and  I  tremble  to  think  of  the  dilcontents 
I  am  to  flruggle  withal,  until  the  return  of  your  commands ; 
though  I  blefs  God  I  have  the  affedlion  of  the  people  here, 
beyond  any  that  ever  yet  commanded  them ;  and  a  fpirit  of 
my  own  not  to  fink  under  the  weight  of  unreafonabie  difcon- 
tents."  To  Fleetwood  he  writes,  "  I  would  have  refufed 
to  accept  of  this  command,  if  I  could  have  quitted  with  ho- 
nour and  faithfulnefs  to  my  country ;  but  I  am  now  refolved 
to  go  through,  until  I  receive  further  orders  from  his  highnefs, 
or  a  difcharge  from  him,  which  I  humbly  defire  your  lordfhip 
to  effeft  for  me.  Honours  and  riches  are  not  the  things  I 
aim  at.  I  blefs  God  I  have  a  foul  much  above  them.  Pray, 
my  lord,  decline  your  greatnefs,  and  command  your  fecretary 
to  give  me  an  anfwer ;  for  if  I  were  difrobed  of  all  my  titles 
of  honour  and  great  command,  yet  you  know  that  I  am  a  gen- 
tleman, and  a  faithful  friend  to  my  country." 

It  was  fortunate  for  his  country  that  his  refignation  was  not 
accepted,  and  that  the  Proteftor,  fenfible  at  length  of  the 
ability  and  merit  of  this  brave  man,  confirmed  him  in  his 
command.  To  the  exertions  of  D'Oyley,  feconded  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  affedion  which  his  foldiers,  under  all  their 
difficulties  and  diftrelTes,  manifefled  on  every  occafion  towards 
him,  we  owe  at  this  day  the  pofleffion  of  Jamaica  ;  the  recap- 
ture whereof  by  the  Spaniards,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  1657, 
became  to  them  an  objeft  of  great  national  concern.  Its  defence- 
lefs  ftate,  the  diffatisfaftion  of  the  Engliffi  troops,  and  the 
exertions  making  by  Cromwell  to  afford  them  relief,  as  well  as 

to 
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to  augment  their  numbers,  led   the  governor  of  Cuba  to  be-     CHAP. 
lieve,   that  the  juntfture  was  then  arrived   for  retrieving  the  H^- 

honour  of  his  country,  by  the  reftoration  of  this  ifland  to  its 
dominion.  Havirjg  communicated  to  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  a 
fcheme  built  on  this  idea,  and  received  the  fanftion  and  fup- 
port  of  that  officer,  he  made  preparations  for  a  formidable  in- 
vafion,  and  appointed  Don  Chriftopher  Safi  Arnoido,  who  had 
been  governor  of  Jamaica  at  the  time  of  its  capture,  to  take 
the  cojidud  and  command  of  the  enterprize. 

On  the  eighth  of  May  1658,  thirty  companies  of  Spanifh 
infantry  landed  at  Rio  Nuevo,  a  fmall  harbour  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  ifland.  They  were  provided  vnth.  eight  months  pro- 
vilions,  ordnance  and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  and  they  brought 
engineers  and  artificers  for  ered:ing  extenfive  fortifications. 
Twelve  days  had  elapfed  before  D'Oyley  knew  of  their  landing, 
and  fix  weeks  more  intervened  by  the  time  that  he  was  able 
to  approach  them  by  fea.  During  this  interval,  the  Spaniards 
had  eftablifhed  themfelves  in  great  force  j  but  D'Oyley  at  length 
reaching  Rio  Nuevo,  with  feven  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  beft- 
difciplined  foldiers,  attacked  them  in  their  entrenchments.; 
carried  by  afiault  a  ftrong  fortrefs  which  they  had  eredled  on 
an  eminence  over  the  harbour^  and  compelled  the  late  unfortu- 
nate governor  to  get  back  as  he  could  to  Cuba,  after  the  lofs 
of  all  his  ftores,  ordnance,  ammunition  and  colours,  and  of  one 
half  the  forces  which  he  had  brought  with  him.  Few  viftories 
have  been  more  decifive^  nor  does  hiftory  furnifh  many  in- 
ftances  of  greater  military  fkill  and  intrepidity,  than  thofe  which 
were  difplayed  by  the  Englirii  on  this  occafion. 

After 
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After  fo  fignal  a  defeat,  the  Spaniards  made  no  effort  c^ 
confequence  to  reclaim  Jamaica.  A  party  of  the  ancient  Spa- 
nifli  inhabitants,  however,  ftill  lurked  in  the  woods,  and  Safi, 
their  governor,  had  returned  to  fhare  their  fof  tunes ;  but  a 
body  of  their  fugitive  negroes  having  furrendered  to  D'Oyley 
on  the  promife  of  freedom,  thefe  v/retches  informed  him  where 
their  late  mafters  were  fheltered;- and  joined  fome  troops  that 
were  fent  in  purfuit  of  them  :  thus  the  poor  Spaniards  "were 
entirely  routed,  and  the  few  that  furvived,  by  efcaping  to  Cuba, 
took  their  laft  farewel.  of  a  country,  their  fond  attachment  to 
■<^'hich,  it  is  not  pofTible  to  relied;  on,  without  emotions  of 
pity. 

By  the  wife,  fteady  and  provident  adminiflration  of  D'Oyley, 
the  affairs  of  the  ifland  began  at  length  to  wear  a  more  promi- 
iing  afped:.  The  army  was  now  become  tolerably  healthyo 
Some  fuccefsful  efforts  in  raifing  Indian  corn,  caflavi,  tobacco, 
and  cacao,  had  given  encouragement  to  a  fpirit  of  planting. 
The  arrival  of  feveral  merchant  fliips,  for  the  purpofe  of  traffic, 
contributed  ftill  further  to  the  promotion  of  induftry,  and, 
on  the  whole,  the  dawn  of  future  profperity "began  to  be  vifible. 

But,  as  hath  been  truly  obferved  by  a  well-informed 
author  (a),  nothing  contributed  fo  much  to  the  fettlement  and 
opulence  of  this  ifland  in  early  times,  as  the  refort  to  it  of 
thofe  men  called  Bucaniers ;  the  wealth  which  they  acquired 
having   been   fpeedily  transferred  to    people  whofe   induflry 

{a)  European  Settlements. 

was 
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vf^5  employed  in  cultivation  or  commerce.  Of  that  lingular 
afTociation  of  adventureis  it  were  to  be  wiflied  that  a  more  ac- 
curate account  could  be  obtained  than  has  hitherto  been  given  : 
I  will  juft  obferve  in  this  place,  that  fuch  of  them  as  belonged 
to  Jamaica  were  not  thofe  piratical  plunderers  and  publick 
robbers  which  they  are  commonly  reprefented.  A  Spanifh, 
war,  commenced  on  the  jufleft  grounds  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh,  ftill  prevailing  in  the  Weft  Indies,  they  were  furniihed^ 
with  regular  letters  of  marque  and  reprifal.  After  the  reftora- 
tion  of  Charles  II.  the  king  ordered  that  they  Ihould  receive 
every  encouragement  and  prote<5tion ;  nor,  if  we  may  believe* 
Sir  William  Beefton,  f^J  did  his  majefty  difdain  to  become 
a  partner  in  the  bucaniering  bufinefs.  It  is  indeed  related* 
that  he  continued  to  exadl  and  receive  a,  fhare  of  the  booty, 
even  after  he  had  publickly  iffued  orders  for  the  fuppreffion: 
of  this  fpecies  of  hoftility  fcj. 

People  of  all  profeflions,  and  from  all  parts  of  the  Brltifh 
empire,  now   reforted   to  Jamaica.      The  confulipns  which 

(b)  MS.  Journal  penes  me. 

(c)  The  favour  extended  by  the  king  to  Henry  Morgan,  the  moft  celebrated 
of  the  Englifli  Bucaniers  (a  man  indeed  of  an  elevated  mind  and  invincibls 
courage)  arofe  doubtlefs,  in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  gisd  underj}anding  that 
prevailed  between  them  in  the  copartnerfhip  that  I  have  mentioned.  When  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle  returned  from  Jamaica^  Morgan  was  appointed  deputy-governor 
and  lieutenant-general  in  his  abfence ;  and,  proceeding  himfelf,  at  a  fubfequent 
period,  to  England,  he  was  received  very  gracioufly,  and  had  the  honour  of 
knighthood  conferred  on  him  by  his  fovereign.  I  hope,  therefore,  and  indeed 
have  good  reafon  to  believe,  that  all  or  moft  of  the  heavy  accufations  which 
have  been  brought  againft  this  gallant  commander,  of  outrageous  cruelty  to- 
wards his  Spanifh  captives,  had  no  foundation  in  truth. 

Vol.  I.  ^  ovcrf^read 
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overfpread  England  after  the  death  of  Cromwell,  impelled 
many  to  feek  for  fafety  and  quiet  in  the  Plantations.  Some  of 
thofe  men  who  had  diftinguifhed  themfelves  by  their  adlivity, 
in  bringing  their  unhappy  monarch  to  the  fcaffold,  confidered 
this  ifland  as  a  fure  place  of  refuge.  Fore  feeing,  from  the 
temper  which  began  to  prevail  amongft  all  ranks  of  people 
in  England,  efpecially  towards  the  beginning  of  the  year  1660, 
that  the  nation  was  united  in  its  wifhes  for  the  re-eftablifhment 
of  the  ancient  frame  of  government,  they  hoped  to  find  that 
fafety  in  a  colony  compofed  of  Cromwell's  adherents,  which 
they  were  apprehenfive  would  iliortly  be  denied  them  at 
home  fi^J* 

But  altho'  men  of  this  ftamp  were  filently  permitted  to  fix 
themfelves  in  the  ifland,  the  general  body  both  of  the  army  and 

(d)  Some  of  thofe  men  who  had  fat  as  judges  at  the  trial  of  Charles  I.  ^e 
faid  to  have  become  peaceable  fettlers  here,  and  to  have  remained  after  the  Reflo- 
ration  unnoticed  and  unmolefted.  Waite  and  Blagrove  are  reckoned  of  the 
number,  and  General  Harrifon  was  earneftly  prefFed  to  follow  their  example ; 
but,  fuitably  to  his  charafter,  he  gloried  in  the  ignominious  death  that  awaited 
him.  After  his  execution,  his  children  fixed  their  fortunes  in  this  ifland,  where 
fome  of  his  defcendants,  in  the  female  line,  are  ftill  living,  in  good  credit,  in  the 
parilh  of  St.  Andrew.  It  is  reported  alfo,  that  the  remains  of  Prefident  Bradfliaw 
were  interred  in  Jamaica ;  and  I  obferve  in  a  fplendid  book,  entitled  Memoirs  of 
Thomas  Hollis,  an  epitaph  which  is  faid  to  have  been  infcribed  on  a  cannon 
that  wus  placed  on  the  Prefident's  grave ;  but  it  is,  to  my  own  knowledge,  a 
modern  compofition.  Prefident  Bradfliaw  died  in  London,  in  November  1659, 
and  had  a  magnificent  funeral  in  Weflminfler  abbey.  A  fon  of  Scott,  the  Re- 
gicide, fixed  himfelfin  this  ifland,  and  fettled  the  plantation  called  Y  S  in  St, 
Elizabeth.  From  a  daughter  of  this  man  was  defcended  the  late  alderman  Beck- 
ford » 

•f  people 
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people  •  caught  the  reviving  flame  of  loyalty,  and  fmcerely  CHAP. 
participated  in  the  national  triumph  on  the  king's  return.  HL 
The  reftored  monarch,  on  his  part,  not  only  overlooked  their 
pafl  tranfgreflions,  but  prudently  forbore  alfo  to  awaken  their 
jealoufy,  by  enquiring  after  any  of  thofe  obnoxious  charadters 
to  w^hom  they  had  afforded  protediion.  To  conciliate  the 
affedlions  of  the  colonifls,  whofe  valour  had  annexed  fo  impor- 
tant an  appendage  to  his  dominions,  the  king  even  confirmed 
their  favourite  General  in  his  command;  appointing  D'Oyley, 
by  a  commiffion  w^hich  bore  date  the  thirteenth  of  February 
1 66 1,  chief  governor  of  the  ifland.  He  vs^as  ordered,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  releafe  the  army  from  military  fubordination,  ta 
eredl  courts  of  judicature,  and,  w^ith  the  advice  of  a  council, 
to  be  eleSled  by  the  inhabitanUt   to  pafs  laws  fuitable  to  the  •  > 

exigencies  of  the  colony. 

This  memorable  appointment  of  General  D'Oyley,  with  a 
council  eledled  by  the  people,  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft 
eftablifhment  of  a  regular  civil  government  in  Jamaica,  after  the 
English  had  become  mafters  of  it ;  but,  in  order  to  create  full 
confidence  of  fecurity  in  the  minds  of  the  inhabitants,  further 
meafures  were  neceffary  on  the  part  of  the  fovereign ;  and  they 
were  readily  adopted,  D'Oyley  defiring  to  be  recalled,  the 
Lord  Windfor  was  nominated  in  his  room,  apd  directed  to  pub- 
lifh,  on  his  arrival,  a  royal  and  gracious  proclamation,  wherein, 
for  the  purpofe  of  encouraging  the  fettlement  of  the  country, 
allotments  of  land  were  offered  under  fuch  terms  as  were  ufual  in 
other  plantations,  with  fuch  farther  convenient  and  fuitable 
privileges  and  immunities,  as  the  grantees  fhould  re^fonably 

Z  2  require. 
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require.  X^^^  proclamation  then  proceeds  in  the  words  follow- 
ing:— "  And  we  do  further  publilh  and  declare,  that  all  the- 
"  children  of  our  natural-born  fubjecfts  of  England,  to  be  bora 
*^  in  Jamaica,  shall,  frg-m  their   respective   births, 

"  BE  reputed  to  be,  ANI>  SHALL  BE,  FREE  DENIZENS  O? 
"  ENGLAND,  AXD  SHALL  HAVE  THE  SAME  PRIVILEGES,  TO 
■"  ALL    INTENTS    AND   PURPOSES,   AS  OUR   FREE-BORN   SUB- 

"  JECTS  OF-  ENGLAND;  and  that  all  free  perfons  fliall  have 
**  liberty,  withou-t  interruption,  to  tranfport  themfelves  and  their 
'*  families,  and  any  of  their  goods  (except  only  coin  and  bullion)' 
"  from  any  of  our  dominions  and  territories  to  the  faid  ifland 

"  of  Jamaica,  &c  fej." Thefe  important  declarations  have 

alw^ays 
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(e)  As  the  reader  may  Be  defirous  of  feeing  this  proclamation-  at  large,  it  is 
here  inferted  verbatim. 
*'  Daima  Septima  Pars  Patentium  de  Anno  Regni  Regis   Caroli  Secundi  Ttrtia 
decimo.     Car.  idi.  lyia. 
A  P  R  O  G  L  A  M  A  C  O  N,y«r  tfie  encouraging  of  Planters  in  his  Majejiy's 

ijland  of  Jamaica  in  the  Weft-Indies. 
Wh-e  being  fully  fatisfied  that  our  ifland  of  Jamaica,  being  a  pleafant  and 
mod  fertile  foyle,  and  fcituate  comodiouny  for  trade  and  commerce,  is  likely, 
through  God's  blefling,  to  bee  a  greate  benefitt  and  advantage  to  this,  and  other 
our  Icingdomes  and  dominions,  have  thought  fitt,  for  encourageing  of  our  fubjefts 
as  well  fuch  as  are  already  upon  the  faid  ifland,  as  all  others  that  ftiali  tranfport 
themfelves  thither,  and  refide  and  plant  there,  to  declare  and  publifh,  and  wee 
doc  hereby  declare  and  publifh,  that  thirtie  acres  of  improveable  lands  fliall  bee 
granted  and  allotted,  to  every  fuch  perfon,  male  or  female,  being  twelve  years 
old,  or  upwards,  who  now  refides,  or  within  two  years  next  enfuing,  Hiall  refide 
upon  the  faid  ifland,  and  that  the  fame  fhall  bee  afl[igned  and  fctt  out  by  the 
governor  and  councell,  within  fix  weekes  next  after  notice  fliall  bee  given,  ia 
writing,  fubfcribed  by  fuch  planter  or  planters,  or  fome  of  them  in  behalfe  of 

the 
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always  been  juftly  confidered,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica, 
as  a  folemn  recognition  and  confirmation  by  the  crown,  of 
thofe  rights  which  are  inherent  in,  and  unalienable  from,  the 
perfon  of  a  fubjedt  of  England,  and  of  which,  fo  long  as  he  pre- 
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the  reft,  to  the  governor  or  fuch  officer  as  hee  fliall  appoint  in  that  behalfe,  fignify- 
ing  their  refolutions  to  plant  there,  and  when  they  intend  to  bee  on  the  place ; 
and  in  cafe  they  doe  not  goe  thither,  v/ith  in  fix  months  then  next  enfuing,  the 
faid  allotment  fhall  be  void,  and  free  to  bee  affigned  to"  any  other  pFanter,  and 
that  every  perfon  and  perfons  to  whom  fuch  affignment  fhall  bee  made,  fhall 
hold  and  enjoy  the  faid  lands,  foe  to  bee  affigned,  and  all  houfes,  edifices,  buildings 
and  inclofures  thereupon  to  bee  built  or  made,  to  them  and  their  heirs  for  ever, 
by  and  under  fuch  tenures  as  is  ufual  in  other  plantations  fubjecS  to  us.  Never- 
thelefle  they  are  to  bee  obliged  to  ferve  in  armies  upon  any  infurreftion,  mutiny, 
cr  forraine  invafion,  and  that  the  faid  alignments  and  allotments  fhall  be  made 
and  confirmed  under  the  publique  feale  of  the  faid  ifland,  with  power  to  create 
any  manner  or  manners,  and  with  fuch  convenient  and  fuitable  priveledges 
and  imunities  as  the  grantee  fhall  reafonably  defire  and  require,  and  a  draught 
of  fuch  affignment  (hall  bee  prepared  by  our  learned  councell  in  the  lawe,  and 
delivered  to  the  governor  to  that  purpofe,  and  that  allfifliings  and  pifcharies, 
and  all  copper,  lead,  tin,  iron,  coales  and  all  other  mines  (except  gold  and  filver) 
within  fuch  refpeftive  allotments  flrall  bee  enjoyed  by  the  grantees  thereof, 
referving  only  a  twentieth  part  of  the  product  of  the  faid  mines  to  our  ufe.  And 
wee  doe  further  publifli  and  declare,  that  all  children  of.  any  of  our  naturall-borne 
fubjeSs  of  England,  to  bee  borne  in  yamaiia,  {hall  from  their  refpeftive  births, 
bee  reputed  to  bee,  and  (hall  bee,  free  Denizens  of  England;  and  (hall  have  the 
fame  priveledges,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  our  freerborne  fubjefts  oi  England^ 
and  that  all  free  perfons  {hall  have  libertie  without  interruption,  to  tranfport 
themfelves,  and  their  families  and  any  their  goods  (except  onley  coyne  and  bullion) 
from  any  our  dominions  and  territories  to  the  faid  ifland  oi  Jamaica.  And,  wee 
doe  flridly  charge  and  command  all  planters,  foldiers  and  others,  upon  the  faid 
ifland,  to  yield  obedience  to  the  lawful!  commands  of  our  right  trufly  and 
welbeloved  Thomas  Lord  IFind/or,  now  our  governor  of  bur  faid  ifland,  and  to 
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ferveshis  allegiance,  emigration  for  the  benefit  of  theflate  cannot, 
and  furely  ought  not,  to  diveft  him.  Purfuant  to,  and  in  the 
fpirit  of  the  proclamation,  the  governor  was  inftrudled  to  call 
an  alTembly,  to  be  indifferently  chofen  by  the  people  at  large, 
that  they  might  pafs  laws  for  their  own  infernal  regulation 
and  government ;  a  privilege,  which  being  enjoyed  by  fuch  of 
their  fellow  fubjecls  as  remained  within  the  realm,  it  is  prefumed 
they  had  an  undoubted  right  to  exercife,  with  this  limitation 
only,  that  the  laws  which  they  Ihould  pafs,  were  not  fubverfivc 
of  their  dependance  on  the  parent  flate  fjy. 

To  thefe  feveral  teftimonies  of  royal  juftice  and  favour 
towards  the  new  colonifts,  may  be  added  the  additional  fecurity 
obtained  for  them  by  the  American  treaty,  concluded  and  figned 
^at  Madrid  in  the  month  of  June  1670.  For,  after  the  refto- 
ration,  doubts  were  raifed  by  the  partizans  of  royalty,  whether, 

every  other  governor  thereof  for  the  tyme  being,  under  paine  of  our  difpleafure 
and  fuch  penalties  as  may  bee  inflidled  thereupon.  Given  at  our  courts  at 
Whitehall,  the  fourteenth  day  ^December.  P'.  ipm'.  Regent. 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original  record  remaining  in  the  Chappie  of  the  Rollsy 
having  been  examined  by  me  Henry  Rooke,  CI'  of  the  Rolls. 

VERA-COPU. 

(f)  His  Majefly  was  likewrTe  pleafed  to  favour  the  ifland  with  a  broad  feal 
with  the  following  arms,  viz.  a  crofs  gules  charged  with  five  pine-apples  in  a 
field  argent ;  fupporters-,  two  Indians  plum'd  and  condaled ;  crefi^  an  alligator 
vivant.    The  infcription  in  the  orb, 

Ecce  alium  Ramos  porrexit  in  orbem 
Nee  fterilis  eit  crux. 

as 
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as  the  elevation  of  Cromwell  was  adjudged  an  ufurpation,  the 
conquefts  which  had  been  made  under  the  fancflion  of  his 
authority,  could  be  rightfully  maintained  by  a  kingly  govern- 
ment ?  Although  nothing  could  well  be  more  futile  than  thefe 
fuggeftions,  it  was  neverthelefs  thought  neceffary  to  guard 
againft  the  conclulions  which  Spain  might  deduce  from  them. 
This  precaution  partly  gave  rife  to  the  feventh  article  of  the 
treaty  above  referred  to,  which  is  conceived  in  the  words 
following,  viz.  "  The  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  heirs  and 
**  fucceflbrs,  fhall  have,  hold  and  poffefs,  for  ever,  with  full 
"  right  of  fovereign  dominion,  property  and  poffeffion,  all  lands, 
"  countries,  iflands,  colonies  and  dominions  whatever,  fituated 
**  in  the  Weft  Indies,  or  any  part  of  America,  which  the  faid 
"  king  of  Great  Britain  and  his  fubjedls,  do,  at  this  prefent, 
*'  hold  and  poffefs  j  fo  that  in  regard  thereof,  or  upon  any 
**  colour  or  pretence  whatever,  nothing  may  or  ought  ever 
"  to  be  urged,  nor  any  queftion  or  controverfy  moved  concern- 
**  ing  the  fame  hereafter  (g)" 

Hitherto,  it  muft  be  admitted  that  the  fovereign  au- 
thority was  properly  exerted  in  defence  of  the  juft  rights  of 
the  crown,  and  in  fecuring  to  its  diftant  fubjeds  the  en- 
joyment of  their  ■  poffeffions  j  but  unhappily  Charles  II. 
had   neither    fteadinefs    nor   integrity.      About    the    period 


(g)  From  this  recital  may  be  feen  the  folly  of  the  very  prevalent  notion,  that 
(he  fovereigns  of  Spain,  or  fome  of  their  fubjedts,  ftill  keep  up  pretenfions 
to  Jamaica,  or  claim  property  thefein,  as  not  having  been  formally  ceded  to  the 
crown  of  England, 

of 
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of  the  x\meiican  treaty,  a  rdieme  having  been  formed 
by  him,  or  his  miniflry,  for  fubverting  the  Hberties  of  the 
people  at  home,  it  is  the  lefs  wonderful,  that  the  pri- 
vileges enjoyed  by  the  colonifts  abroad,  fhould  have  been 
regarded  by  the  king  with  a  jealoufy,  which,  encreafing  with 
the  encreafe  of  their  numbers,  broke  out  at  length  into  acfts  of 
open  hoftility  and  violence  towards  them. 

In  the  beginning  of  1678,  the  llorm  fell  on  Jamaica.  A 
new  fyflem  of  legiilation  vvas  adopted  for  this  ifland,  founded 
nearly  on  the  model  of  the  Irifh  conftitution  under  Poynings's 
adl }  and  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  was  appointed  chief  governor  for 
the  purpofe  of  enforcing  it.  A  body  of  laws  was  prepared 
by  the  privy  council  of  England,  among  the  reft  a  bill  for 
fettling  a  perpetual  revenue  on  the  crown,  which  his  lordfhip 
was  diredled  to  offer  to  the  affembly,  requiring  them  to  adopt 
the  whole  code,  without  amendment  or  alteration.  In  future 
the  heads  of  all  bills  (money  bills  excepted)  were  to  be  fug- 
gefted  in  the  firft  inftance  by  the  governor  and  council,  and 
tranfmitted  to  his  majefty  to  be  approved  or  rejed;ed  at  home  s 
on  obtaining  the  royal  confirmation,  they  were  to  be  returned 
under  the  great  feal  in  the  fhape  of  laws,  and  paffed  by  the 
general  affembly  j  which  was  to  be  convened  for  no  other 
purpofe  than  that,  and  the  bufinefs  of  voting  the  ufual  fuppliesj 
unlefs  in  confequence  of  fpecial  orders  from  England. 

If  we  refled:  only  on  the  diftance  of  Jamaica  from  Great 

Britain,  we   may  pronounce,   without  hefitation,  that  jt  was 

jmpoffible  for  the  colony  to  exift  under  fuch  a  conftitution 

X  and 
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and  fyilem  of  government.     What  miicondudl  on  the  part  of    CHAP, 
the  inhabitants,  or  what  fecret  expectation  on  the  part  of  the         ^^^-  , 
crown,  originally  gave  birth  to  this  project,  it  is  now  difficult 
to  determine.     The  moft  probable  opinion  is  this. — In  the 
year  1663,  the  affembly  of  Barbadoes  were  prevailed  on,  by  very 
unjuftifiable  means,  as  will  hereafter  be  fhewn,  to  grant  an  in- 
ternal revenue  to  the  crown,  of  4!  per  cent,  on  the  grofs  ex- 
ported produce  of  that  ifland  for  ever.     It  is  not  unlikely  that 
the  fteady  refufal  of  the  Jamaica  planters  to  burthen  themfelv^ 
and  their  pofterity  with  a  fimilar  impofition,  exciting  the  re- 
fentment  of  the  king,  firll  fuggefted  the  idea  of  depriving  them 
of  thofe  conflitutional  franchifes  which  alone  could  give  fecu- 
rity  and  value  to  their  pofleffions.     Happily  for  the  prefent 
inhabitants,  neither  fecret  intrigue   nor  undifguifed  violence 
were  fuccefsful.     Their  gallant  anceflors  tranfmitted  to  their 
pofterity  their  eftates  unincumbered  with  fuch  a  tax,  and  their 
political  rights  unimpaired  by  the  fyftem  of  government  at- 
tempted to  be  forced  on  them.  "  The  alTembly  (fays  Mr.  Long) 
rejedted  the  new  conftitution  with  indignation.     No  threats 
could  frighten,  no  bribes  could  corrupt,  nor  arts  nor  arguments 
perfuade  them  to  confent   to  laws   that  would  enflave  their 
pofterity."     Let  me  add,  as  a  tribute  of  juft  acknowledgment 
to  the  noble  efforts  of  this  gentleman's  great  anceftor.    Col. 
Long,  that  it  was  to  /jm,  Jamaica  was  principally  indebted 
for  its  deliverance.     As  chief  judge  of  the  ifland,  and  member 
of  the  council,  he  exerted,  on  this  important  occafion,  the 
powers  with  which  he  was  inverted,  with   fuch  ability  and 
fortitude,  in  defence  of  the   people,  as  to  bafHe  and  finally 
overpower  every  effort  to  en  Have  them.     The  governor,  after 
Vol.  I.  A  a  difmifling; 
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difmilTing  him  from  th-e  pofls  which  he  had  filled  with  fuch 
honour  to  himfelf,  and  advantage  to  the  publick,  conveyed 
him  a  ftate  prifoner  to  England.  Thefe  defpotick  meafures 
were  ultimately  produdtive  of  good.  Col.  Long,  being  heard 
before  the  king  and  privy  council,  pointed  out  with  fuch  force 
of  argument,  the  evil  tendency  of  the  meafures  which  had  been 
purfued,  that  the  Englifh  miniftry  reluftantly  fubmitted.  The 
aflembly  had  their  deliberative  powers  reflored  to  them,  and. 
Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  had  prelided  in  the  ifland  as  lieu- 
tenant-governor from  1670  to  1674,  very  much  to  the  fatis- 
facSion  of  the  inhabitants,  was  appointed  captain-general  and 
chief  governor  in  the  room  of  Lord  Carlifle  (h). 

It  might  have  been  hoped  that  all  poffible  caufe  of  future 
eonteft  with  the  crown,  on  the  queftion  of  political  rights, 
was  now  happily  obviated;  but  the  event  proved  that  this 
expectation  was  fallacious.  Although  the  aflembly  had  re- 
covered the  ineftimable  privilege  of  framing  fuch  laws  for  their 
internal  government  as  their  exigencies  might  require,  of 
which  doubtlefs  themlelves  alone  were  competent  to  judge,, 
and  although  it  was  not  alledged  that  the  laws  which  they 
had  pafTed,  as  weU  before,  as  after  the  re-eftablifhment  of  their 
rights,  v^^re  repugnant  to  thofe  of  the  mother-country,  yet 
the  royal  confirmation  of  a  great  part  of  them  had  been  con-» 

(i»J  I  have  fubjoined,  as  an  appendix  to  this  book,  "  an  Hiftorical  Account  of 
*the  Conflitution  of  Jamaica,"  by  a  late  ChiefGovernor  of  diftinguifhed  abilities,, 
wherein  the  particulars  of  Lord  Carlifle's  adminiftration  are  detailed  at  large.— «- 
This  hiftorical  account  is  now  publiftied  for  the  firft  time,  and  cannot  fail,  of; 
proving  extremely  acceptable  to  the  reader, 

•f-  flantly 
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^antly  refufed,  and  flill  continued  to  be  withheld.  It  was 
indeed  admitted,  that  the  Engliih  who  captured  the  ifland, 
carried  with  them  as  their  birth-right,  the  law  of  England  as 
it  then  flood ;  but  much  of  ^he  Englifli  law  was  inapplicable 
to  the  fituation  and  condition  of  the  new  colonifts ;  and  it  was 
contended  that  they  had  no  right  to  any  ilatute  of  the  British 
parliament,  which  had  pafled  fubfequent  to  their  emigration, 
unlefs  its  proviiions  were  fpecially  extended  to  the  colony  by 
name.  The  courts  of  judicature  within  the  ifland,  had  how- 
ever, from  neceiiity,  admitted  many  fuch  flatutes  to  be  pleaded, 
and  grounded  feveral  judgments  and  important  determinations 
upon  them ;  and  the  aifembly  had  paffed  bills  adopting  feveral 
of  the  Englifh  flatutes  which  did  not  otherwife  bind  the  ifland; 
but  feveral  of  thofe  bills,  when  fent  home  for  the  royal  con- 
firmation, and  thofe  judgments  and  determinations  of  the  courts 
of  law,  when  brought  by  appeal  before  the  king  and  council, 
though  not  difallowed,  remained  unconfirmed  ;  and  in  this 
unfettled  flate,  the  affairs  of  Jamaica  were  fuffered  to  remain 
for  the  fpace  of  fifty  years. 

■  The  true  caufe  of  fuch  inflexibility  on  the  part  of  the  crown, 
was  no  other  than  the  old  flory  of  revenue.  For  the  purpofe, 
as  it  was  pretended,  of  defraying  the  expence  of  ereding  and 
repairing  fortifications,  and  for  anfwering  fome  other  publick 
contingencies,  the  miniflers  of  Charles  II.  had  procured,  as  hath 
been  obferved,  from  the  affembly  of  Barbadoes,  and  indded  from 
moft-of  the  other  Britifli  Vv'efl  Indian  colonies,  the^ grant  of  a 
perpetual  internal  revenue.  The  refufal  of  Jamaica,  to  concur 
ia  a  fimilar  efi;ablifl:iment,  the  puniflmient  provided  for  het 
A  a  2  contumacy. 
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contumacy,  and  the  means  of  her  deliverance,  have  been  al- 
ready ftatedj  but  it  was  found  that  the  lenity  of  the  crown 
in  relinquifliing  the  fyftem  of  compulfion,  was  expefted  to 
produce  the  eifedl  which  oppreffion  had  failed  to  accomplifh. 
The  Englifh  government  claimed  a  return  from  the  people 
of  Jamaica,  for  having  dropt  an  oppreffive  and  pernicious 
projeft,  as  if  it  had  aftually  conferred  upon  them  a  pofitive 
and  permanent  benefit ;  a  claim  which  all  the  Britifh  miniflers, 
from  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  to  the  reign  of  George  11. 
very  cordially  juilified. 

The  affembly  however  remained  unconvinced.  Among 
other  objedlions,  they  pleaded  that  the  money  granted  by  the 
Ifland  of  Barbadoes  was  notorioufly  appropriated  to  purpofes 
widely  different  from  thofe  for  which  it  was  exprefsly  given ; 
and  they  demanded  fome  pledge  or  fecurity  againft  a  iimilar 
mifapplication  j  in  cafe  they  fhould  fubjeft  their  country  to  a 
permanent  and  irrevocable  tax.  The  minifters  refufed  to  give 
any  fatisfa<ftion  in  this  particular  -,  and  finding  the  affembly 
were  equally  refolute  to  pafs  their  fupply  bills  from  year  to 
year  only,  as  ufual,  advifed  the  fovereign,  from  a  fpirit  of  vin- 
diftive  policy,  to  wave  the  confirmation  of  the  laws,  and  to 
fuffer  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  ifland,  to  remain  on 
the  precarious  footing  that  I  have  defcribed. 

Such  was  the  adlual  fituation  of  Jamaica  until  the  year  1728^ 
when  a  compromife  was  happily  effected.  In  that  year  the 
affembly  confented  to  fettle  on  the  crown  a  flanding  irrevocable 
revenue  of  j^.  8,000  per  annum,  on  certain  conditions,  to  which 
the  crown  agreed,  and  of  which  the  following  are  the  principal: 

ill. 
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ift.  That  the  quit-rents  arifing  within  the  ifland   (then    CHAP. 

TTT 

eftimated  at  ^T.  1,460  per  annum)  fhould  conftitute  a  part  of 
fuch  revenue,  adiy.  That  the  body  of  their  laws  fliould  receive 
the  royal  affent.  And,  3dly.  That  "  all  fuch  laws  and  ftatutes 
"  of  England,  as  had  been  at  any  time  efleemed,  introduced, 
*'  ufed,  accepted,  or  received,  as  laws  in  the  ifland,  fhould  be 
'*  and  continue  laws  of  Jamaica  for  ever."  The  revenue  adl, 
with  this  important  declaration  therein,  was  accordingly  pafTed, 
and  its  confirmation  by  the  king,  put  an  end  to  a  conteft  no  lefs 
difgraceful  to  tfie  government  at  home,  than  injurious  to  the 
people  within  the  ifland. 

I  HAVE  thus  endeavoured,  with  as  much  brevity  as  the  fub- 
jeft  would  admit,  to  trace  the  political  conflitution  of  Jamaica 
from  infancy  to  maturity ;  but  although  its  parentage  and  prin- 
ciples are  Britifh,  its  outward  form  has  been  modified  and 
regulated  by  many  unforefeen  events,  and  local  circumftances. 
In  its  prefent  appearance,  and  adtual  exercife,  however,  it  fo 
nearly  refembles  the  fyftem  of  government  in  the  other  Britifh 
Weft  India  Iflands,  that  one  general  defcription  (which  I  re- 
ferve  fer  a  fubfequent  part  of  my  work)  will  comprehend  the 
whole.  A  minute  detail  of  local  occurrences  and  internal 
politicks,  would  not,  I  prefume,  be  interefting  to  the  general, 
reader. 


p^  In  the  year  1687  Chriftopher  Duke  of  Albermarle  was  appointed  chief 
governor  of  Jamaica.  This  nobleman  was  the  only  furviving  fon  and  heir  of 
General  Monk,  who  had  reftored  Charles  II.  and  I  mention  him  principally  as 
exhibiting  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  inftability  of  human  greatnefs.  The  fathej 
had  been  gratified  with  tlie  higheft  rewards  that  a  fovereign  could  beftow  on  a 

fubj  eft  3 , 
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fubjeiEl ;  a  dukedom,  the  garter,  and  a  princely  fortune ;  and  the  fon,  reduced  t« 
beggary  by  vice  and  extravagance,  v/as  driven  to  the  neceffity  of  imploring  bread 
from  James  II.  The  king,  to  be  freed  from  his  importunities,  gave  him  the 
government  of  Jamaica;  where,  dying  childlefs,  a  fliort  time  after  his  arrival,  his 
honours  were  extinguiflied  with  his  life.  The  noble  duke  lived  long  enough 
however  to  coDeil  a  confiderable  fum  of  money  for  his  creditors;  for  entering.. 
into  partnerfliip  with  Sir  William  Phipps,  who  had  difcovered  the  wreck  of  a 
Spanilh  Plate  fhip,  which  had  been  ftranded  in  1659,  on  a  fhoal  to  the  north-eaflr 
of  Hifpaniola,  they  fent  out  floops  from  Jamaica,  provided  with  fkilful  divers,  to 
iearch  for  the  hidden  treafure,  and  are  faid  to  have  aftually  recovered  twenty-fix 
tons  of  filver.  The  -conduit  of  this  noble  governor,  on  his  arrival,  affords  many 
■curious  inftances  of  the  arbitrary  principles  of  the  times ;  among  others,  the 
following  is  not  the  leaft  remarkable. — Having  called  an  aiTembly,  his  grace  dif- 
folved  them  abruptly,  becaufe  one  of  the  members,  in  a  debate,  repeated  the 
©Id  adage,  falus  populi  Jupuma  lex.  His  grace  afterwards  took  the  member 
into  cuftody,  and  caufed  him  to  be  fined  £.  600  for  this  offence.  With 
his  grace  came  over  Father  Thomas  Churchill,  a  Romifh  paftor,  fent  out  by 
James  II.  to  convert  the  ifland  to  popery;  but  his  grace's  death,  and  the  revolu- 
tion in  1688,  blafted  the  good  father's  projeft.  The  dutchefs  accompanied  her 
hufband ;  a  circumftance  which  the  fpeaker  0/  the  affembly  in  his  firft  addreft 
expatiated  upon  in  a  high  ftrain  of  eloquence.  "  It  is  an  honour  (faid  he)  which 
the  opulent  kingdoms  of  Mexico  and  Peru  could  never  arrive  at,  and  even 
Columbus's  ghojl  would  he  nppeafedfor  all  the  indignities  he  endured  of  the  Spaniards^ 
could  he  but  know  that  his  oivh  beloved  foil  was  hallowed  by  fuch  footfleps  /  Having 
mentioned  this  lady,  the  reader,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  pardon  me  for  adding  the 
following  particulars  of  her  hiftory.  On  the  death  of  the  duke,  her  firft  hufband, 
his  grace's  coadjutors  in  the  diving  bufmefs  (many  of  whom  had  been  bucaniers) 
•omplained  that  they  had  not  received  their  full  fhare  of  the  prize-money,  and  her 
arace  who  had  got  poffeffion  of  the  treafure,  refufing  to  part  with  a  fhllling,  tbey 
formed  a  fcheme  to  feize  her  perfon  in  the  king's  houfe  in  Spanifli  Town,  and 
carry  her  off.  Luckily  fhe  received  fome  intimation  of  the  plot  a  day  or  twa 
before  it  was  to  have  been  carried  into  execution,  and  communicat«d  her  appre- 

henfions 
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kenfions  to  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  who  thereupon  appointed  a  formidable  eom- 
niittee  of  their  ableft  bodied  members  to  guard  her  perfon  by  day  and  night,  until 
fhc  was  fafely  embarked  in  one  of  the  icing's  fliips.  She  arrived  in  England,  in 
the  Affiftance  man  of  war,  with  all  her  treafure,  the  beginning  of  June  1688,', 
and  fome  years  afterwards  fell  into  a  ftate  of  mental  imbecility,  in  the  progrefs 
of  which  flie  pfeafed  herfelf  with  the  notion,  that  the  Emperor  of  China  having 
heard  of  her  immenfe  riches  was  coming  to  pay  his  addrefles  to  her.  She  even, 
made  magnificent  preparations  for  his  reception.  As  (he  was  perfectly  gentle 
and  good-humoured  in  her  lunacy,  her  attendants  not  only  encouraged  her 
in  her  folly,  but  contrived  alfo  to  turn  it  to  good  account,  by  perfuading  a  needy 
peer  (the  flrft  duke  of  Montague)  to  pcrfonate  his  Chinefe  majefty,  and  de- 
ceive her  into  wedlock,  which  he  adiually  did ;  and  with  greater  fuccefs  than 
bonefty,  or,  I  {hould  imagine,  even  the  law  would  warranty  got  pofleffion  by  this 
means  of  her  wealth,  and  then  confined  her  as  a  lunatick.  Gibber,  the  comedian, 
who  thought  it  a  good  jeft,  introduced  the  circumftance  on  the  ftage,  and  it 
forms  a  feene  in  his  play,-  called  the  Sick  Lady  Cured.  Her  grace  furvived  her 
hufband,  the  pretended  emperor,  for  many  years,  and  died  in  1734,  at  the  great 
age  of  98.  Her  frenzy  remained  however  to  the  laft,  and  fhe  was  ferved  on 
the  knee  as  Emprefs  of  China  to  the  day  of  her  death. 

In  the  month  of  June  1692,  happened  that  tremendous  earthquake  which 
fwallowed  up  great  part  of  Port  Royal.  A  defcription.  of  it,  dreadfully  minute, 
may  be  found  in  the  Philofophical  Tranfadtions ;  but  it  is  not  generally  known 
that  the  town  was  chiefly  built  on  a  bank  of  fand,  adhering  to  a  rock  in  the  fea, 
and  that  a  very  flight  concufHon,  aided  by  the  weight  of  the  buildings,  would  pro- 
bably have  accomplifhed  its  defl:ru6tion.  I  am  inclined  therefore  to  fufpedt  that 
the  defcription  of  the  (hock  is  much  exaggerated.  The  inhabitants  were  fcarcely 
recoveted  from  the  terrors  occafioned  by  the  earthquake,  when  they  were  alarmed 
with  an  account  of  an  intended  invafion  by  an  armament  from  Hiipaniola,  com- 
manded by  Monf.  Du  CaflTe,  the  governor  of  that  ifland,  in  perfon.  Accordingly, 
on  the  17th  of  June  169.4,  a  fleet  of  three  men  of  war  and  twenty  privatecrs. 
(having  on  board  1,500  land  forces)  appeared  off  Cow  Bay,  where  eight  hundred- 

off 
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of  the  foldiers  were  landed,  with  orders  to  defolate  the  country  as  far  as  Port 
Morant.  Thefe  barbarians  obeyed  their  inftruiSlions  to  the  full  extent.  They 
not  only  fet  fire  to  every  fettlement  they  came  to,  but  tortured  their  prifoners 
in  the  moft  fhocking  manner,  and  murdered  great  numbers  in  cold  blood,  after 
making  them  behold  the  violation  of  their  wives  by  their  own  negroes.  Such 
at  leaft  is  the  account  tranfmitted  by  Sir  William  Beefton,  the  governor,  to  the 
fecretary  of  ftate.  U'nfortunately,  the  militia  of  this  part  of  the  country  had 
been  drawn  oiF  to  guard  the  capital ;  whereby  the  French  continued  their  ra-' 
vages  without  refiftance,  and  having  fet  fire  to  all  the  plantations  within  their 
reach)  and  feized  about  one  thoufand  negroes,  Du  Caffe  failed  to  leeward,  and 
anchored  in  Carlifle  Bay,  in  the  parifh  of  Vere.  This  place  had  no  other  for- 
tification than  an  ill-contrived  breaft-work,  manned  by  a  detachment  of  tW9 
hundred  men  from  the  militia  of  St.  Elizabeth  and  Clarendon,  which  Du  Caffe 
attacked  with  all  his  force.  The  Englifli  made  a  gallant  refiftance ;  but  Colonel 
Cleyborn,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Smart,  Captain  Vaffal,  and  Lieutenant  Dawkins 
being  killed,  and  many  others  dangeroufly  wounded,  they  were  compelled  to 
jetreat.  Happily,  at  this  moment,  arrived  five  companies  of  militia,  which  the 
governor  had  fent  to  their  afliftance  from  Spanifh  Town.  Thefe,  though  they 
had  marched  thirty  miles  without  refrefliment,  immediately  charged  the  enemy 
with  fuch  vigour,  as  entirely  to  change  the  fortune  of  the  day.  The  French 
retreated  to  their  Ihips,  and  Du  Caffe  foon  afterwards  returned  to  Hilpaniola 
with  his  iU-gotten  booty. 

The  next  moll  important  event  in  tbe  hiftory  of  this  iiland,  was  the  rebellion 
of  the  negroes  in  1760,  of  which  I  fhall  probably  have  occafion  to  give  fomc 
account,  when  I  come  to  treat  of  negro  llavery,  and  the  character  and  difpofition 
•f  die  newly  imported  Africans. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Situation. — Climate. — Face  of  the  Country. — Mountains,  and  ad~ 
'vantages  derived  from  them. — Soil. — hands  in  Culture. — Lands 
uncultivated,  and  obfervations  thereon. — Woods  and  timbers.—' 
Rivers  and  Medicifial  Springs. — Ores. — Vegetable  Claffes. — 
Grain. — Grafes. — KitcheJi-garden  produce,  and  Fruits  for  the 
"Table,  ^c.  &c. 

JAMAICA  is  fituated  in  the  Atlantick  Ocean,  about  four 
thoufand  miles  fouth-weft  of  England.  It  has  the  ifland 
of  Hifpaniola,  at  the  diftance  of  thirty  leagues,  to  the  eaft :  The 
Ifland  of  Cuba,  about  the  fame  diftance,  to  the  north :  The 
Gulph  of  Honduras  to  the  weft ;  and  Carthagena,  on  the  great 
continent  of  South  America,  to  the  fouth,  diftant  one  hundred 
and  forty-five  leagues. 

The  center  of  Jamaica  lies  in  about  i8°  12',  north  latitude, 
and  in  longitude  about  76°  45'  weft  from  London.  From 
thefe  data  the  geographical  reader  will  perceive  that  the  cli- 
matCj  although  tempered  and  greatly  mitigated  by  various 
caufes,  feme  of  which  will  be  prefently  explained,  is  extremely 
hot,  with  little  variation  from  January  to  December  i  that  the 
days  and  nights  are  nearly  of  equal  duration ;  there  being  little 
more  than  two  hours  difference  between  the  longeft  day  and 
the  Ihorteft ;  that  there  is  very  little  twilight  j  and  finally,  that 
when  it  is  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  in  London,  it  is  about  {even. 
in  the  morning  in  Jamaica. 
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The  general  appearance  of  the  country  differs  greatly  froiTi 
moft  parts  of  Europe ;  yet  the  north  and  fouth  fides  of  the 
ifland,  which  are  feparated  by  a.  vaft  chain  of  mountains  extend- 
ing from  eaft  to  jveft,  differ  at  the  fame  time  widely  from 
each  other.  When  Columbus  firfl  difcovered  Jamaica,  he 
approached  it  on  the  northern  fide ;  and  beholding  that  part 
of  the  country  whi.h  now  conftitutes  the  parifh  of  St.  Anne, 
was  filled  wi;h  delight  and  admiration  at  the  novelty,  variety^ 
and  beauty  of  the  profped:.  The  whole  of  the  fcenery  is  in- 
deed fuperlatively  fine,  nor  can  words  alone  (at  leafl  any  that 
I  can  feledl;)  convey  a  juft  idea  of  it.  A  fev/ leading  particulars^ 
I  may  perhaps  be  able  to  point  out,  but  their  combinations  are 
infinitely  various,  and  to  be  underftood  muft  be  feen. 

The  country  at  ^  fmall  diflance  from  the  fhbre  rifes  into 
hills,  which  are  more  remarkable  for  beauty  than  boldnefs  y 
being  all  of  gentle  acclivity,  and  commonly  feparated  from  each 
other  by  fpacious  vales  and  romantick  inequalities ;  but  they  are 
feldom  craggy,  nor  is  the  tranfition  from  the  hills  to  the 
vallies  oftentimes  abrupt.  In  general,  the  hand  of  nature  has 
rounded  every  hill  towards  the  top  with  Angular  felicity.  The 
moft  flriking  circumflances  however  attending  thefe  beautiful 
fwellsare  the  happy  difpofition  of  the  groves  of  pimento,  with 
which  moft  of  them  are  fpontaneoudy  clothed,  and  the  confum- 
mate  verdure  of  the  turf  underneath,  which  is  difcoverable  in  a 
thoufand  openings;  prefenting  a  charming  contraft  to  the 
deeper  tints  of  the  pimento.  As  this  tree,  which  is  no  lefs  re- 
markable for  fragrancy  than  beauty,  fuffers  no  rival  plant  to 
flourifli  within  its  fhade,  thefe  groves  are  not  only  clear  of  un- 
j  derwood. 
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derwood,  but  even  the  grafs  beneath  is  feldom  luxuriant.  The 
foil  in  general  being  a  chalky  marl,  which  produces  a  clofe  and 
clean  turf,  as  fmooth  and  even  as  the  finefl  Englifh  lawn,  and  in 
colour  infinitely  brighter.  Over  this  beautiful  furface  the 
pimento  fpreads  itfelf  in  various  compartments.  In  one  place, 
vye  behold  extenfive  groves  j  in  another,  a  number  of  beautiful 
groups,  fome  of  which  crown  the  hills,  while  others  are 
fcattered  down  the  declivities.  To  enliven  the  fcene,  and  add 
perfe<3:ion  to  beauty,  the  bounty  of  nature  has  copioufly  watered 
the  whole  diftrift.  No  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  that  I  have 
feen,  abounds  with  fo  many  delicious  ftreams.  Every  valley 
has  its  rivulet,  and  every  hill  its  cafcade.  In  one  point  of 
view,  where  the  rocks  overhang  the  ocean,  no  lefs  than  eight 
tranfparent  waterfalls  are  beheld  in  the  fame  moment.  Thofe 
only  who  have  been  long  at  fea,  can  judge  of  the  emotion 
which  is  felt  by  the  thirfty  voyager  at  fo  enchanting  a  pro- 
fped. 

Such  is  the  foreground  of"  the  pid:ure.  As  the  land  rifes 
towards  the  center  of  the  ifland,  the  eye,  paffing  over  the 
beauties  that  I. have  recounted,  is  attrafted  by  a  boundlefs 
amphitheatre  of  wood, 

Infuperable  height  of  loftiefl:  fliade, 
Cedar;  and  branching  palm: 

An  immenfity  of  foreft;  the  outline  of  which  melts  into  the 
diftant  blue  hills,  and  thefe  again  are  loft  in  the  clouds. 

On  the  fouthern  fide  of  the  ifland,  the  fcenery,  as  I  have 
before  obferved,  is  of  a  different  nature.     In  tlie  landfcape  we 
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have  treated  of,  the  prevailing  charadierifticks  are  variety  and 
beauty :  in  that  which  remains,  the  predominant  features  are 
grandeur  and  fublimity.  When  I  firfl  approached  this  fide 
of  the  ifland  by  fea,  and  beheld,  from  afar,  fuch  of  the  ftupen- 
dous  and  foaring  ridges  of  the  blue  mountains,  as  the  clouds 
here  and  there  difclofed,  the  imagination  (forming  an  indiflind: 
but  awful  idea  of  what  was  concealed,  by  what  was  thus 
partially  difplayed)  was  filled  with  admiration  and  wonder- 
Yet  the  fenfation  which  I  felt  was  allied  rather  to  terror  than 
delight..  Though  the  profped:  before  me  was  in  the  highefl 
degree  magnificent,  itfeemed  a  fcene  of  m^agnificent  defolation.- 
The  abrupt  precipice  and  inaccefTible  cliff,  had  more  the  afped: 
©f  a  chaos  than  a  creation ;  or  rather  feenied  to  exhibit  the 
effedts  of  fome  dreadful  eonvulfion,  which  had  laid  nature  in 
ruins.  Appearances  however  improved  as  we  approached;, 
for  amidft  ten  thoufand  bold  features,  too  hard  to  be  foftened 
by  culture,  many  a  fpot  was  foon  difcovered  where  the  hand 
of  induftry  had  awakened  life  and  fertility.  With  thefe  pleafing 
intermixtures,  the  flowing  line  of  the  lower  range  of  mountains 
(which  now  began  to  be  vifible,  crowned  with  -woods  of 
majeftic  growth)  combined  to  fdften  and  I'elieve  the  rude 
folemnity  of  the  loftier  eminences  j  till  at  length  the  favannas 
at  the  bottom  met  the  fight.  Thefe  are  vafl  plains,  clothed 
chiefly  with  extenfive  cane-fields ;  difplaying,  in  all  the  pride 
of  cultivation,  the  verdure  of  fpring  blended  with  the  exuber- 
ance of  autumn,  and  bounded  only  by  the  ocean ;  on  whofe 
bofom  a  new  and  ever-moving  pidure  ftrikes  the  eye ;  for 
innumerable  veflels  are  difcovered  in  various  directions,  fome 

crowding 
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crowding  into,  and  others  bearing  away  from,  the  bays  and 
harbours  with  which  the  coaft  is  every  where  indented.  Such 
a  profpe(5t  of  human  ingenuity  and  induftry,  employed  in  ex- 
changing the  fuperfiuities  of  the  Old  World,  for  the  produc- 
tions of  the  New,  opens  another,  and,  I  inight  add,  an  almofl 
untrodden  field,  for  contemplation  and  reflexion. 

Thus  the  mountains  of  the  Wefl  Indies,  if  not,  in  them- 
felves,  objed:s  of  perfedl  beauty,  contribute  greatly  towards 
the  beauty  of  general  nature;  and  furely  the  inhabitants 
cannot  reflect,  but  with  the  deepeft  fenfe  of  gratitude  to 
Divine  Providence,  on  the  variety  of  climate,  fo  conducive 
to  health,  ferenity  and  pleafure,  which  thefe  elevated  regions 
afford  them.  On  this  fubjedl  I  fpeak  from  adtual  experience. 
In  a  maritime  fituation,  on  the  fultry  plains  of  the  fouth  fide, 
near  the  town  of  Kingfton,  where  I  chiefly  refided  during  the 
fpace  of  "fourteen  years,  the  general  medium  of  heat  during 
the  hotteft  months  (from  June  to  November,  both  inclufive) 
was  eighty  degrees  on  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  (a).  At 
a  villa  eight  miles  difliant,  in  the  highlands  of  Liguanea,  the 
thermometer  feldom  rofe,  in  the  hotteft:  part  of  the  day,  above 
feventy.  Here  then  was  a  difference  of  ten  degrees  in  eight 
miles  }  and  in  the  morning  and  evening  the  difference  waa 

(a)  In  the  other  months,  viz.  from  December  to  May,  the  thermometer 
ranges  from  70  to  80°.  The  night  air  in  the  months  of  December  and  January 
is  fometimes  furprifmgly  cool :  I  have  known  the  thermometer  fo  low  at  fun- 
rife  as  69°,  even  in  the  town  of  Kingfton;  but  in  the  hotteft  months,  the  dif- 
ference between  the  temperature  of  noon-day  and  midnight  is  not  more 
than  5  or  6°. 

much. 
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much  greater.  At  Cold  Spring,  the  feat  of  Mr.  Wallen,  a 
very  hfgh  fituation  fix  miles  further  in  the  country,  poffefled 
by  a  gentleman  who  has  tafte  to  relifh  its  beauties  and  improve 
its  produdtions,  the  general  fl-ate  of  the  thermom.eter  is  from 
^^  to  65°.  It  has  been  obferved  fo  low  as  44°^  io  that  a  fire 
there,  even  at  noon-day,  is  not  only  comfortable  but  neceffary 
a  great  part  of  the  year  fdj.  It  may  be  fuppofed,  that  a  fad- 
den^  tranfition  from  the  hot  atmofphere  of  the  plains,  to  the 
chill  air  of  the  higher  regions,  is  commonly  produdive  of  mif- 
chievous  effects  on  the  human  frame  ;  but  thife,  I  believe, 
is  feldom  the  cafe,  if  the  traveller,  as  prudence  didtates,  fets 
off  at  the  dawn  of  the  morning  (when  the  pores  of  the  ikin 

(b)  Cold  Spring  is  4,200  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  The  foil  is  a  black 
mould  on  a  brown  marl ;  but  few  or  none  of  the  tropical  fruits  will  flourifh  in 
fo  cold  a  climate.  Neither  the  nefberry,  the  avocado  pear,  the  ftar  apple,  nor 
the  orange,  will  bear  within  a  confidirable  height  of  Mr.  Wallen's  garden  ;  but 
many  of  the  Englifh  fruits,  as  Lhe  apple,  the  peach,  and  the  ftrawberry,  flourifli 
there  in  great  perfevSion,  with  feveral  other  valuable  exoticks ;  among  which  I  ob- 
ferved a  great  number  of  very  fine  plants  of  the  tea-tree  and  other  oriental  produc- 
tions. The  ground  in  its  native  ftate  is  almoft  entirely  covered  v>'ith  different 
forts  of  thcfern^  of  which  Mr.  Wallen  has  reckoned  about  400  diftin£t  <pecies. 
A  perfon  vlfiting  Cold  Spring  for  the  firft  time,  almoft  conceives  himfelf  tranf- 
ported  to  a  diftant  part  of  the  world;  the  air  and  face  of  the  country  fo  widely 
differing  from  that  of  the  regions  he  has  left.  Even  the  birds  are  all  ftrangers  to 
him.  Among  others,  peculiar  to  thefe  lofty  regions,  is  a  fpecies  of  the  fwallow, 
the  plumage  of  which  varies  in  colour  like  the  neck  of  a  drake;  and  there 
IS  a  very  fine  fong-bird  called  the  f/h-eye,  of  a  blackifli  brown,  with  a  white  ring 
round  the  neck.  I  vifited  this  place  in  December  1788,  the  thermometer  ftooc} 
at  57°  at  fun-rife,  and  never  exceeded  64'^  in  the  hotteft  part  of  the  day.  I 
thought  the  climate  the  moft  delightful  that  I  had  ever  experienced.  On  the 
Blue  Mountain  peak,  which  is  7,431  feet  from  the  level  of  the  fea,  the  thermo- 
ier  was  found  to  range  from  47'''  at  fun-rife  to  58°  at  noon,  even  in  the  month 
ofAuguft.     See  Med.  Comment.  Eding.  1780. 

are 
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are  in  foTiC  .meafure  (hut)  and  is  clothed  fomewhat  warmer 
than  ufuaL     With  thefe  precautions,  excurfions  into  the  up»- 
lands  are  always  found  fafe,  falubrious,  and  delightful,     I  will 
obferve  too,  in  the  words  of  an  agreeable  writer  (c),.  that  "-on 
the  tops  of  high  mountains,  where  the  air  is  pare  and  refined,, 
and  where  there  is  not  that  immenfe  weight  of  grofs  vapours 
preffing  upon  the  body,  the  mind  adts  with  greater  freedom,, 
and  all  the  fundlions,  both  of  foul  and  body,  are  performed  in 
a  fuperior  manner."     I  wifli  I  could  add,  with  the  fame  au- 
thor, that  "  the  mind  at  the  fame  time  leaves  all  low  and  vulgar 
fentiments  behind  it,  and  in  approaching  the  ethereal  regions,. 
/hakes  off  its  earthly  affedions,  and  acquires  fomething  of  ce-. 
leftial  purity  (d)  !" 

To 

(c)  Brydone. 

(d)  In  defcribing  the  rural  features  of  Jamaica,  the  diftrift  caHed  Pedro  Plains.^ 
deferves  particular  notice.  It  is  a  level,  country  on  a  high  blufF  called  Pedra, 
Point,  fituated  on  the  fouth-weft  coaft,  in  the  pariftj.of  St..Elizabeth.  I  am  in- 
debted to  a  friend  for  the  following  interefting  account  of  this  part  of  the  ifland,, 
which  deferves  to  be  better  known  and  better  {)eopled  than  it  feems  to  be  at 
prefent. 

**  Pedro  Plains  diiFer  from  every  other  Savanna  of  the  ifliand,  and  from  any 
part  that  I  have  feen  of  Cuba.  From  the  diftrid  of  Ful|erfwood,.in  St.  Elizabeth's 
parifli,  it  runs  eaftward  along  the  coaft  on  an  eafy  afcent.to  the  highcft  ridge, 
which  is  called  Tophill;.  from  whence  it  ftretches  inland  more  Kh?i.n,7s  miles  in 
length,  and  about  five  in  width..  It  is  not  altogether  unlike  the  downs  iii  fome 
parts  of  England,  and  is  moft  beautifully  dotted  with  clumps  of  wood,  amongft 
which  the  aloe>  torch  thiftle,  and  other  plants  of  that  genus,  flourifli  in  great  luxu- 
riance, from  half  an  acre,  to  many  acres  in  extent;  the  boundaries  being  as 
neatly  defined  as  if  kept  fo  by  art.  The  foil  in,  colour  is  the  deepeft  red,  baked 
hard  on  the  furface  by  the  acSion  of  the  fun,  but  of  fo  porous  a  nature  as  to  abforb 
the  heavieft  rains  as  faft  as  they  fall.  The  herbage  is  in  general  coarfe;  never- 
thelefs  it  maintains  many  thoufands,  both  of  neat  cattle  and  hprfes,  and  in  no  part 
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To  thefe  inequalities  of  its  furface,  however,  it  is  owing  that 
although  the  foil  in  many  parts  of  this  illand  is  deep  and  very- 
fertile, 

of  the  world,  I  believe,  is  the  latter  found  nearer  to  a  flate  of  wild  nature  than 
here.  As  the  whole  of  this  diftriiSl:  is  unfurniflied  with  fprings,  or  even  ponds 
of  any  duration,  the  ftock  are  compelled  to  go  for  water  to  the  wells  which  are 
funk  in  the  lower  parts  of  the  country,  at  which  time  the  hunters  have  opportu- 
nities of  catching  them  ;  and  contrivances  are  made  for  that  purpofe.  This  the 
mafter-horfe  feems  to  be  well  apprized  of;  for  he  leads  into  the  inclofure  with 
admirable  caution,  and  as  foon  as  his  own  thirft  is  allayed,  is  very  impatient  to 
get  his  family  out,  v/hich  he  always  drives  before  him;  He  admits  of  no  inter- 
lopers, nor  allows  any  of  his  family  to  ftray.  The  breed  is  remarkably  hardy, 
but  fomewhat  reftive  from  their  wild  nature.  The  air  of  this  country  (particu- 
larly at  Tophill,  which  approaches  to  mountainous)  is  wonderfully  falubrious.—<i 
As  one  proof  of  this,  there  was  living  fo  late  as  1780  a  negro  man,  named  John 
Comelaft,  who  had  refided  on  this  fpot  as  a  fhepherd  for  upwards  of  30  years. 
He  had  formerly  been  the  coachman  of  a  Mr.  Woodftockj  who  had  given  him 
permiflion  in  his  old  age  to  go  where  he  pleafed.  At  the  time  I  faw  him  his 
woolly  hair  had  become  perfeiStly  white,  and  his  body  was  fhrivelled  beyond  any 
thing  I  had  ever  beheld  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  his  mufcles  were  full  and  firm,  and 
he  could  run  down  any  flieep  in  the  Savanna  ;  for  he  had  no  dog  to  afllfl:  him. 
We  took  him  as  our  guide  dowa  to  the  fea :  he  ran  before  us,  keeping  our 
horfes  on  a  hand-gallop,  to  the  beach,  and  he  maintained  the  fame  pace  on  our 
return  (though  up-hill)  a  diftance  of  about  10  miles.  Of  one  family  of  the  name 
of  Ebanks,  who  lived  in  thefe  plains,  there  were  threefcore  perfons  living,  all  de- 
fcended  from  one  man,  who  was  himfelf  living  in  1780.  The  air  of  this  diftrid-, 
though  not  cold,  is  wonderfully  dry  and  elaftick,  and  fo  temperate  withal,  that 
even  a  European  fportfman  may  follow  his  game  the  whole  day  without  feeling 
any  oppreffion  from  the  heat ;  and  he  will  meet  with  good  fport  in  purfuing  the 
galena  or  wild  Guinea-fowl,  which  is  found  here  in  great  numbers. — The  mutton 
raifed  here  is  equal  to  the  fineft  down  mutton  in  England,  and  the  fruits  and  ve- 
getables of  all  kinds  are  excellent. — The  water-melon  in  particular  ranks  with 
the  firft  of  fruits.  Its  coolnefs,  crifpnefs  and  flavour  are  rivalled  only  by  the  beauty 
of  the  rind,  which  is  mottled  infhades  of  green,  and  bears  a  glofs  like  the  polifli 
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fertfle,  yet  the  quantity  of  rich  produdtive  land  is  but  fmall, 
in  proportion  to  the  whole.  The  generality  of  what  has- 
been  cultivated  is  of  a  middling  quality,  and  requires  labour 
and  manure  to  make  it  yield  liberally.  In  fine,  with  every  pre- 
judice in  its  favour,  if  we  compare  Jamaica  with  many  other 
iflands  of  nearly  tlie  fame  extent,  (Sicily,  for  inftance,  to  which 
it  was  compared  by  Columbus)  it  mufl  be  pronounced  an  ufv, 
fruitful  and  laborious  country,  as  the  following  detail  will  de- 
monflrate. 

Jamaica  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  in  length,  and  on  a 
medium  of  three  meafurements  at  different  places,  about  forty 
miles  in  breadth.  Thefe  data,  fuppofing  the  illand  to  have  been 
a  level  country,  would  give         -  -         3,840,000  Acres. 

But  a  great  part  confifting  of  high 
m  ountains,  the  fuperficies  of  which  com- 
prife  far  more  land  than  the  bafe  alone,  I 
con  ceive  it  is  a  moderate  eflimate  to  allow 
on  that  account  tV  more,  which  is  -         240,000 

The  Total  is  -         -  -      4,080,000  Acres. 

Of  thefe,  it  is  found  by  a  return  of  the  clerk  of  the  patents, 
that  no  more  than  1,907,589,  were,  in  November  1789,  loca- 
ted, or  taken  up,  by  grants  from  the  crown.  Thus  it  appears 
that  upwards  of  one  half  the  lands  are  confidered  as  of  no  kind 


of  marble.  On  the  whole,  for  beauty  of  profpedt, — for  purity  and  drynefs  of  air,— - 
and  a  climate  exempt  from  either  extreme  of  heat  and  cold,  Pedro  Plains  may 
vie  with  any  fpot  on  the  habitable  globe. 
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BOOK    of  value,  the  expence  of  taking  out  a  patent  being  of  no  great 
II'  account ;  and  even  of  the  located  lands,  I  conceive  that  little 

more  than  one  million  is  at  prefent  in  cultivation. 

In  fugar  plantations,  (including  the  land  referved  in  woods, 
for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  ftaves,  timber,  and  fire- wood;  or 
appropriated  for  common  pafturage,  all  which  is  commonly  two- 
thirds  of  each  plantation)  the  number  of  acres  may  be  ftated  at 
639,000  ;  it  appearing  that  the  preciTe  number  of  thofe  eftates, 
according  to  returns  made  upon  oath  to  March  1789,  was  710, 
and  an  allowance  of  900  acres  to  each,  on  an  average  of  the 
whole,  mull  be  deemed  fufficiently  liberal. 

Of  breeding  farms  (or,  as  they  are  commonly  called  in  tlie 
ifland,  '^ens.)  the  number  is  about  400 ;  to  each  of  which  I 
would  allow  700  acres,  which  gives  280,000,  and  no  perfon 
who  has  infpedled  the  country  with  an  inquifitive  eye,  will  allow 
to  all  the  minor  productions,  as  cotton,  coffee,  pimento  and  gin- 
ger, &c.  including  even  the  provifion  plantations,  more  than 
one  half  the  extent  affigned  to  the  pens.  The  refult  of  the 
whole  is  1,059,000  acres,  leaving  upwards  of  three  million  an 
unimproved,  unproduftive  wildernefs,  of  which  not  more  thaji 
one-fourth  part  is,  I  imagine,  fit  for  any  kind  of  profitable  culti- 
ization ;  great  part  of  the  interior  country  being  both  impraifti- 
cable  and  inacceffible. 

But,  notwithflanding  that  fe  great  a  part  of  this  illand  is; 
wholly  unimprovable,  yet  (fuch  is  the  powerful  influence  of 
great  heat  and  continual  moiilure)  the  mountains  are  in  general. 

coveted. 
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covered  with  extenfive  woods,  containing  excellent  timbers, 
fome  of  which  are  of  prodigious  growth  and  folidity;  fuch  as 
the  hgnum  vitjE,  dog-wood,  iron-wood,  pigeon-wood,  green- 
heart,  braziletto,  and  bully-trees ;  moft  of  which  link  in  water,, 
and  are  of  a  compadlnefs  and  impenetrability  inconceivable  by 
European  workmen.  Some  of  thefe  are  neceflary  in  mill- work, 
and  would  be  highly  valuable  in  the  Windward  Iflands.  They 
are  even  fo,  in  fuch  parts  of  Jamaica  as,  having  been  long  cul- 
tivated, are  nearly  cleared  of  contiguous  woods ;  but  it  fre- 
quently happens,  in  the  interior  parts,  that  the  nevi^  fettler  finds 
the  abundance  of  them  an  incumbrance  inftead  of  a  benefit, 
and  having  provided  himfelf  with  a  fufficiency  for  immediate 
ufe,  fets  fire  to  the  refl,  in  order  to  clear  his  lands;  it  not  an- 
fwering  the  expence  of  conveying  them  to  the  fea-coaft  for  the 
purpofe  of  fending  them  to  a  diflant  market.  Of  fofter  kinds, 
for  boards  and  fhingles,  the  fpecies  are  innumerable ;  and  there 
are  many  beautiful  varieties  adapted  for  cabinet-work,  among 
Others  the  bread-nut,  the  wild-lemon,  and  the  well-known 
mahogany. 

As  the  country  is  thus  abundantly  wooded,  fo,  on  the  whole, 
we  may  aflert  it  to  be  well  watered.  There  are  reckoned 
throughout  its  extent  above"  one  hundred  rivers,  which  take 
their  rife  in  the  mountains,  and  run,  commonly  with  great  rapi- 
dity, to  the  fea,  on  both  fides  of  the  illand.  None  of  them  are 
deep  enough  to  be  navigated  by  marine  vefi*els.  Black  River 
in  St.  Elizabeth,  flowing  chiefly  through  a  level  country,  is  the 
deepell  and  gentleft,  and  admits  flat-bottomed  boats  and  canoes 
for  about  thirty  miles. 

C  c  2  Of 
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Of  the  fprings,  which  very  generally  abound,  even  in  the 
higheft  mountains,  fome  are  medicinal;  and  are  faid  to  be 
highly  efficacious  in  diforders  peculiar  to  the  climate.  The 
moil  remarkable  of  thefe,  is  found  in  the  eaftern  parifh  of  St. 
Thomas,  and  the  fame  of  it  has  created  a  village  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood, which  is  called  the  Bath.  The  water  flows  out  of  a 
rocky  mountain,  about  a  mile  diftant,  and  is  too  hot  to  admit  a' 
hand  heing  held  underneath :  a  thermometer  on  Fahrenheit's 
fcale,  being  immerfed  in  a  glafs  of  thisvvater,  immediately  rofe 
to  123°.  It  is  fulphureous,  and  has  been  ufed  with  great  ad- 
vantage in  that  dreadful  difeafe  of  the  climate  called  the  dry- 
belly-ach.  There  are  other  fprings,  both  fulphureous  and 
chalybeate,  in  different  parts  of  the  country ;  of  which  however 
the  properties  are  but  little  known  to  tlTe  inhabitants  in 
general. 

In  many  parts  of  Jamaica  there  is  a  great  appearance  of  me- 
tals ;  and  it  is  aiTerted  by  Blome,  and  other  early  writers,  that 
the  Spanifh  inhabitants  had  mines  both  of  filver  and  copper :  I 
believe  the  fadt.  But  the  induftry  of  the  prefent  pofTeiTors  is 
perhaps  more  profitably  exerted  on  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
than  by  digging  into  its  bowels.  A  lead  mine  was  indeed 
opened  fome  years  ago,  hear  to  the  Hope  eftate,  in  the  parifh 
of  St.  Andrew,  and  it  is  faid,  there  was  no  want  of  ore,  but 
the  high  price  of  labour,  or  other  caufes  with  which  I  am  un- 
acquainted, compelled  the  proprietors  to  relinquifli  their 
projed:. 

Of  the  moil  important  of  the  prefent  natural  produdions, 

as  fugar,  indigo,  coffee  and  cotton,  I  fliall  have  occafion  to 

9  treat 
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treat  at  large,  when  the  courfe  of  my  work  fhall  bring  me 
to  the  fubjed:  of  agriculture.  It  only  remains  therefore,  at 
prefent,  to  fubjoin  a  few  oblervations  on  the  vegetable  claf- 
fes  of  inferior  order  :  I  mean  thofe  which,  though  not  of 
equal  commercial  importance  with  the  preceding  ones,  are 
equally  neceffary  to  the  comfort  and  fubfiltence  of  the  in- 
habitants. If  the  reader  is  inclined  to  botanical  refearches, 
he  is  referred  to  the  voluminous  collections  of  Sloane  and 
Browne. 

The  feveral  fpecies  of  grain  cultivated  in  this  ifland  are, 
ift.  Maize,  or  Indian  corn,  which  commonly  produces  two' 
crops  in  the  year,  and  fometimes  three :  it  may  be  planted  at 
any  time  when  there  is  rain,  and  it  yields  according  to  the  foil 
froin  fifteen  to  forty  bufhels  the  acre.  2dly.  Guiney-corn,  which 
produces  but  one  crop  in  the  year ;  it  is  planted  in  the  month 
of  September,  and  gathered  in  January  following,  yielding  from 
thirty  to  fixty  bufhels  an  acre.    3dly.  Various  kinds  of  calavan- 
ces  (a  fpecies  of  pea) ;  and  laftly  rice,  but  in  no  great  quantity, 
the  fituation  proper  for  its  growth  being  deemed  unhealthy, 
and  the  labour  of  negroes  commonly  employed  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  articles  that  yield  greater  profit. 

This  ifland  abounds  like  wife  with  diiferent  kinds  of  grafs, 
both  native  and  extraneous,  of  excellent  quality ;  of  the  firft 
is  made  exceeding  good  hay,  but  not  in  great  abundance  j  this 
method  of  hufl^andry  being  pradtifed  only  in  a  few  parts  of  the 
country  J  and  it  is  the  lefs  necefifary  as  the  inhabitants  are 
happily  accommodated  with  two  different  kinds  of  artificial 
grafs,  both  extremely  valuable,  and  yielding  great  profufion 

of 
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of  food  for  cattle.  The  firft  is  an  aquatic  plant  called  Scot's 
grafs,  which  though  generally  fuppofed  to  be  an  exotic,  I  have 
reafon  to  think  grows  fpontaneoufly  in  moft  of  the  fwamps 
and  moraffes  of  the  Weft-Indies.  It  rifes  to  five  or  fix  feet  in 
height,  with  long  fucculent  joints,  and  is  of  very  quick  vege- 
tation. From  a  fingle  acre  of  this  plant,  five  horfes  may  be 
maintained  a  whole  year,  allowing  fifty-fix  pounds  of  grafs 
a-day  to  each. 

The  other  kind,  called  Guiney-grafs,  may  be  confidercd  as 
next  to  the  fugar-cane,  in  point  of  importance ;  as  moft  of  the 
grazing  and  breeding  farms  or  pens  throughout  the  ifiand 
were  originally  created,  and  are  ftill  fopported,  chiefly  by  means 
of  this  invaluable  herbage.  Hence  the  plenty  of  horned  cattle 
both  for  the  butcher  and  planter;  which  is  fuch  that  few 
markets  in  Europe  furniili  beef  at  a  oheaper  rate,  or  of  better 
quality,  than  thofe  of  Jamaica /^_y.  Perhaps  the  fettlement  of 
moft  of  the  north-fide  pariflies  is  wholly  owing  to  the  intro- 
du6tion  of  this  excellent  grafs,  which  happened  by  accident 
about  fifty  years  ago ;  the  feeds  having  been  brought  from 
the  coaft  of  Guiney,  as  food  for  fome  birds  which  were  pre- 
fented  to  Mr.  Ellis,  chief-juftice  of -the.  liiand.     Fortunately 


(e)  Mutton  is  alfo  both  cheap  and  good.  The  fheep  ofjamaica,  according 
to  Sloane,  are  from  a  breed  originally  African.  They  have  fliort  hair  inftead  of 
wool,  and  in  general  are  party-coloured,  chiefly  black  and  white.  They  are  fmall, 
but  very  fweet  meat.  The  fwine  of  the  Weft  Indies  are  alfo  confiderably  foialler 
than  thofe  of  Europe,  and  have  fliort  pointed  ears.  Their  flefh  is  infinitely 
whiter  and  fweeter  than  the  pork  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  of  the  wild  fort,  of 
which  there  are  great  numbers  in  die  woods,  ftill  better. 

.■''   ^■.tv^  the 
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the  birds  did  not  live  to  confume  the  whole  flock,  and  the 
remainder  being  carelefsly  thrown  into  a  fence,  grew  and 
flouriflied,  and  it  was  not  long  before  the  eagernefs  difplayed 
by  the  cattle  to  reach  the  grafs,  attradled  Mr.  Ellis's  notice, 
and  induced  him  to  colledt  and  propagate  the  feeds ;  which 
now  thrive  in  fome  of  the  mofl  rocky  parts  of  the  ifland ;  be- 
llowing verdure  and  fertility  on  lands  which  otherwife  would 
not  be  worth  cultivation. 

The  feveral  kinds  of  kitchen-garden  produce,  as  edible 
roots  and  pulfe,  which  are  known  in  Europe,  thrive  alfo  in  the 
mountains  of  this  ifland;  and  the  markets  of  Kingfton  and 
Spani/h-Town  are  fupplied  with  cabbages,  lettuce,  carrots, 
turnips,  parfnips,  artichokes,  kidney-beans,  green-peas,  afpa- 
ragus  and  various  forts  of  European  herbs,  in  the  utmoft  abun- 
dance. Some  of  them  (as  the  three  firft)  are  I  think  of  fupe- 
rior  flavour  to  the  fame  kinds  produced  in  England.  To  my 
own  tafle  however,  feveral  of  the  native  growths,  efpecially 
the  chocho,  ochra,  Lima-bean,  and  Indian-kale,  are  more 
agreeable  than  any  of  the  efculent  vegetables  of  Europe.  The 
other  indigenous  productions  of  this  clafs  are  plantains,  bana- 
nas, yams  of  feveral  varieties,  calalue  (a  fpecies  of  fpinnage) 
eddoes,  caffavi,  and  fweet  potatoes.  A  mixture  of  thefe, 
ilewed  with  falted  fifh  or  falted  meat  of  any  kind,  and  highly 
feafoned  with  Cayenne-pepper,  is  a  favourite  olio  among  the 
negroes.  For  bread,  an  unripe  roafled  plantain  is  an  excellent 
fubllitute,  and  univerfally  preferred  to  it  by  the  negroes  and 
mod  of  the  native  whites.  It  may  in  truth  be  called  the 
ilaff  of  life  to  the  former  j  many  thoufand  acres  being  culti- 
vated 
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BOOK    vated  in  different  parts  of  the   country  for  their  daily  fup- 

Of  the  more  elegant  fruits,  the  variety  Is  equalled  only  by 
their  excellence.  Perhaps  no  country  on  earth  affords  fo  mag- 
-  nificent  a  defert ;  and  I  conceive  that  the  following  vi^ere  fpon- 
taneoufly  beftowed  on  the  ifland  by  the  bounty  of  nature  j— 
the  annana  or  pine-apple,  tamarind,  papaw,  guava,  fweet-fop 
of  two  fpecies,  cafhew-apple,  cuftard-apple  (a  fpecies  of  chi- 
rimoya  fgj ;    coco-nut,    ffar-apple,   grenadilla,  avocado-pear. 


(f)  It  is  faid  by  Oviedo  tliat  this  fruit,  though  introduced  into  Hifpaniola  at 
a  very  early  period,  was  not  originally  a  native  of  the  Weft  Indies,  but  was  car- 
ried thither  from  the  Canary  iflands  by  Thomas  de  Berlanga,  a  friar,  in  the  year 
1516,  The  banana  is  a  fpecies  of  the  fame  fruit.  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  whofe  in. 
duftry  is  commendable  whatever  may  be  thought  of  his  judgment,  has,  in  his  Hif- 
tory  of  Jamaica,  collefted  much  curious,  and  fome  fanciful,  information  con- 
cerning this  produftion;  and  from  fome  authorities  which  he  cites,  it  would 
feem  that  Oviedo  was  mifinformed,  and  that  every  fpecies  of  the  plantain  is 
found  growing  fpontaneoufly  in  all  the  tropical  parts  of  the  earth.  Among 
other  odd  particulars  related  by  Sloane  concerning  it,  he  obferves,  that  Alexander 
the  Great  forbad  his  foldiers  to  eat  of  this  fruit,  becaufe  he  himfelf  had fuffered  of 
the  gripes  by  indulging  with  it  too  freely.  "  Some  (continues  Sloane)  are  of 
opiaion  that  this  was  the  apple  wherewith  Eve  tempted  Adam.  Others,  that  it 
was  the  fruit  brought  by  the  fpies  to  Mofes  from  the  Holy  Land-"  and  he  de- 
clares, with  great  gravity,  that  "  if  any  one  gathers  the  fruit  before  it  is  ripe,  the 
branch  will  turn  on  hhn,  and  give  hi?n  a  blow  on  the  nofe!"  Hiftory  of  Jamaica, 
Vol.  II.  p.  142. 

(g)  This  fruit  is  the  boaft  of  SoutK  America,  and  is  reckoned  by  Ulloa  one 
of  the  fineft  in  tlie  world.  I  have  been  informed  that  feveral  plants  of  it  are 
flourifhing  in  Mr.  Eaft's  princely  garden,  at  the  foot  of  the  Liguanea  moun- 
tains. 

hog- 
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hog- plum  and  its  varieties,  pindal-nut,  nefbury,  mammee,  mam- 
mee-fapota,  Spanifli-goolberry,  prickly-pear,  and  perhaps  a 
few  others.  For  the  orange,  civil  and  china,  the  lemon,  lime, 
(haddock  and  its  numerous  fpecies,  the  vine,  melon,  fig  and 
pomegranate,  the  Weft  Indian  illands  were  probably  indebted 
to  their  Spanifh  invaders.  Excepting  the  peach,  the  ftrawberry 
and  a  few  of  the  growths  of  European  orchards  (v/hich  however 
attain  to  no  great  perfection  unlefs  iji  tlie  highefl  mountains) 
the  rofe-apple,  genip,  and  fome  others  of  no  great  value,  I 
do  not  believe  that  Englifh  induftry  had  added  much  to  the 
catalogue,  until  within  the  laft  twenty  years.  About  the  year 
1773,  a  botanick  garden  was  eftabliflied  under  the  fandion  of 
the  Aflembly,  but  it  was  not  until  the  year  1782  that  it  could 
juftly  boaft  of  many  valuable  exoticks.  At  that  period,  the 
fortune  of  war  having  thrown  into  the  poffefljon  of  Lord 
Rodney,  a  French  fliip  bound  from  the  ifland  of  Bourbon  to 
Cape  Francois  in  St.  Domingo,  which  was  found  to  have  on 
board  fome  plants  of  the  genuine  cinnamon,  the  mango  and 
other  oriental  productions,  his  lordfhip,  from  that  generous 
partiality  which  he  always  manifelled  for  Jamaica  and  its  in- 
habitants, prcfented  the  plants  to  his  favourite  ifland  j — thus 
nobly  ornamenting  and  enriching  the  country  his  valour  had 
protected  from  conqueft.  Happily,  the  prefent  was  not  ill 
beftowed.  The  cinnamon  may  now  be  faid  to  be  naturalized 
to  the  country  :  feveral  perfons  are  eftablifhing  plantations 
of  it,  and  one  gentleman  has  fet  out  fifty  thoufand  plants. 
The  mango  is  become  almoft  as  common  as  the  orange; 
but  for  want  of  attention  runs  into  a  thoufand  feminal 
Vol.  I.  D  d  varieties. 
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varieties.     Some    of  them,  to  my  tafle,  are  perfeftly   deli- 
cious ^Z'y'. 

I  SHALL  conclude  this  chapter,  with  an  authentick  catalogue 
of  the  foreign  plants  in  the  publick  botanical  garden  of  this 
ifland ;  lamenting,  at  the  fame  time,  that  I  am  not  able  to  gra- 
tify the  reader  with  a  more  copious  and  extenfive  difplay,  from 
the  magnificent  colleftion  of  my  late  friend  Hinton  Eaft, 
Efquire,  who  had  promifed  to  favour  me  with  an  Hortus^ 
Eajienjis,  to  be  prepared  under  his  own  immediate  infpecflion 
purpofely  for  this  work ; — but  much  greater  room  have  I  to 
lament  the  caufe  of  my  difappointment,  and  mourn  over  the 
feverity  of  that  fate  which  fuddenly  fnatched  a  moft  amiable 
and  excellent  citizen  from  his  friends  and  the  publick,  and  hur- 

(h)  The  cinnamon  tree  grows  to  the  height  of  twenty  or  thirty  feet ;  it  puts 
®ut  numerous  fide-branches  with  a  denfe  foliage  from  the  very  bottom  of  the 
trunlc,  which  furniflies  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  plenty  of  layers,  and  facili-- 
tates  the  propagation  of  the  tree,  as  it  does  not  perfeft  its  feeds  in  any  quantity 
under  fix  or  feven  years,  when  it  becomes  fo  plentifully  loaded,  that  a  fingle 
tree  is  almoft  fufficient  for  a  colony.  When  planted  from  layers,  it  is  of  a  pretty 
quick  growth,  reaching  in  eight  years  the  height  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  is 
very  fpreading,  and  furnifhed  with  numerous  branches  of  a  fit  fize  for  decortation. 
The  feeds  are  long  in  coming  up.  The  fmall  branches  of  about  an  inch  diame- 
ter yield  the  befl:  cinnamon,  which  is  itfelf  the  Umber  or  inner  bark  of  the  tree,  and 
it  requires  fome  dexterity  to  feparate  the  outer  barks,  which  would  vitiate  the 
flavour.  Specimens  of  the  inner  bark,  tranfmitted  by  Dr.  Dancer,  the  ifland 
botanift,  to  the  Society  of  Arts,  were  found  fully  to  polTofs  the  arojna  and  tafte  of 
the  true  cinnamon  from  Ceylon,  and  indeed  to  be  fuperior  to  any  cinnamon  im- 
ported from  Holland  ;  and  in  all  other  refpefts  to  agree  perfectly  with  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  oriental  cinnamon  given  by  Burman,  See  their  refokitions  of  the  I4tli 
December  1790, 
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rled  him  to  an  untimely  grave.— Such  is  the  vanity  of  hope,    CHAP* 
and  the  uncertainty  of  Hfe  !  fij  IV". 

(i)  This  whole  paffage  flands  as  it  appeared  in  the  firfl:  edition ;  but  a  very 
copious  and  accurate  account  of  Mr.  Eafl's  garden  being  now  fubjolned  in  an 
appendix  to  this  volume,  it  is  thought  unnecefPary  to  fwell  the  book  with  the 
catalogue  firfl:  above-mentioned ;  more  efpecially  as  all  the  plants  in  the  garden 
on  the  publick  eftablifliment,  with  a  vaft  variety  of  others,  are  comprehended 
in  that  of  Mr.  Eafl-,  whofe  death,  which  happened  in  January  1792,  was  a  na- 
tional lofs.  While  I  write  this  I  am  informed,  that  the  affembly  of  Jamaica 
have  purchafed  his  garden  for  the  ufe  of  the  publick. 


D  d  2  CHAP. 
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CHAP.    y. 

Topographical  defcription. — Towns,  villages,  and  parljhes. — 
Churches,  church-li^oiiigs,  and  vejiries. — Go-oernor  or  Com- 
mander in  chief. — Courts  of  judicature. — Public  ofices.—' 
Legijlature  and  laws. — 'Revenues. — Taxes. — Coins,  and  rate 
of  exchange. — Militia. — Number  of  inhabitants  of  all  cq71~ 
ditions  and  complexions. — Trade,  Jhipping,  exports  and  im- 
ports.— Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  in  1734. — Prefent  fate 
of  the  trade  with  Spanijl}  America. — Origin  and  policy  of 
the  aSl  for  ejiablijlnng  free  ports. — Difplay  of  the  progrefs 
of  the  if  and  in  cultivation,  by  comparative  fatements  of 
its  inhabitants  and  products  at  different  periods.— Appendix 
N"  I.  N'  II. 

TH  E  Ifland  of  Jamaica  is  divided  Into  three  counties, 
which  are  named  Middlefex,  Surry,  and  Cornwall. 
The  county  of  Middlefex  is  compofed  of  eight  parishes,  one 
town,  and  thirteen  villages.  The  town  is  that  of  St.  fago-de- 
la-Vega  or  Spanifo-Town,  the  capital  of  the  illand.  Moft  of 
the  villages  of  this  and  the  other  counties,  are  hamlets  of  no 
great  account,  fituated  at  the  different  harbours  and  fliipping- 
places,  and  fupported  by  the  traffick  carried  on  there.  St.  fago- 
de-la-Fega  is  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Cobre,  about 
fix  miles  from   the  fea,   and  contains    between  hve  and  lix 

hundred 
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hundred  houfes,  and  about  five  thoufand  inhabitants,  including 
free  people  of  colour.  It  is  the  refidence  of  the  governor  or 
commander  in  chief,  who  is  accommodated  with  a  fuperb 
palace ;  and  it  is  here,  that  the  legiflature  is  convened,  and 
the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature, 
are  held.  ~^ 

The  county  of  Surry  contains  feven  parifhes,  two  tovvns,  and 
eight  villages.  The  towns  are  thofe  of  Kingfton  and  Port- 
Royal  :  the  former  of  which  is  fituated  on  the  north-fide  of 
a  beautiful  harbour,  and  was  founded  in  1693,  when  re- 
peated defolations  by  earthquake  and  fire  had  driven  the  inha- 
bitants from  Port-Royal.  It  contains  one  thoufand  fix  hundred 
and  fixty-five  houfes,  befides  negro-huts  and  warehoufes.  The 
number  of  white  inhabitants,  in  the  year  1788,  was  fix.  thoufand 
five  hundred  and  thirty- nine :  of  free  people  of  colour  three 
thoufand  two  hundred  and  eighty  :  of  flaves  fixteen  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  fifty-nine  j — total  number  of  inhabitants,  of  all 
complexions  and  conditions,  twenty-fix  thoufand  four  hundred 
and  feventy-eight.  It  is  a  place  of  great  trade  and  opulence. 
Many  of  the  houfes  in  the  upper  part  of  the  town  are  extremely 
magnificent ;  and  the  markets  for  butchers'  meat,  turtle,  fifh, 
poultry,  fruits  and  vegetables,  &c.  are  inferior  to  none.  I 
can  add  too,  from  the  information  of  a  learned  and  ingenious, 
friend,  who  kept  comparative  regifters  of  mortality,  that  fince 
the  furrounding  country  is  become  cleared  of  wood,  this  town 
is  found  to  be  as  healthful  as  any  in  Europe  /'a J. 

•'  I      \     ^  PORT- 

(a)  The  number  of  the  white  inhabitants  in  Kingfton,  had  increafed  in  1 791  to 
about  7,000.     In  that  year  the  burials  were  151  white  men  (including  45  from 

the 
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Port-Royal,  once  a  place  of  the  greateft  wealth  and  Im- 
portance in  the  Weft  Indies,  is  now  reduced,  by  repeated  cala- 
mities, to  three  ftreets,  a  few  lanes,  and  about  two  hundred 
houfes.  It  contains,  however,  the  royal  navy  yard,  for  heaving 
down  and  refitting  the  king's  fhips ;  tlie  navy  hofpital,  and 
barracks  for  a  regiment  of  foldiers.  The  fortifications  are  kept 
in  excellent  order,  and  vie  in  ftrength,  as  I  am  told,  with  any 
fbrtrefs  in  the  king's  dominions. 

Cornwall  contains  five  pariflies,  three  towns,  and  fix  vil- 
lages.— The  towns  are  Savanna-la-Mar  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
ifland,  and  Montego  Bay  and  Falmouth  on  the  north.  The 
former  was  almoft  entirely  deftroyed  by  a  dreadful  hurricane 
and  inundation  of  the  fea  in  1780.  It  is  now  partly  rebuilt, 
and  may  contain  from  fixty  to  feventy  houfes. 

Montego-Bay  is  a  flourifliing  and  opulent  town  :  it  con- 
fifts  of  two  hundred  and  twenty- five  houfes,  thirty-three  of 
which  are  capital  ftorcs  or  warehoufes,  and  contains  about  fix 

the  publick  hofpital)  23  white  women,  and  20  white  children.  Total  194.  Of 
the  men,  the  whole  number  from  the  hofpital,  and  a  great  many  of  the  others, 
were  tranfient  perfons,  chiefly  difcarded  or  vagabond  feamen;  but  without  making 
any  allowance  for  extraordinary  mortality  on  that  account,  if  this  return,  which  is 
taken  frem  the  Parochial  Regifter,  be  compared  with  the  bills  of  mortality  in  the 
manufadturing  towns  of  England,  the  refult  will  be  confiderably  in  favour  of  Ja- 
maica. In  the  large  and  opulent  town  of  Manchefter,  for  inflance,  the  whole 
number  of  inhabitants  in  1773,  comprehending  Salford,  was  29,151,  and  the 
average  number  of  burials  (diflenters  included)  for  five  preceding  years  was  958.  - 
If  the  mortality  in  Manchefter  had  been  in  no  greater  proportion  than  in  King- 
fton,  the  deaths  would  not  have  exceeded  813. 

hundred 
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hundred  white  inhabitants.  The  number  of  top-fail  veffels 
which  clear  annually  at  this  port  are  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  of  which  feventy  are  capital  fhips ;  but  in  this  account 
are  included  part  of  thofe  which  enter  at  Kingfton. 

Falmouth,  or  (as  it  is  more  commonly  called)  the  Point, 
is  fituated  on  the  fouth-fide  of  Martha-Brae  harbour,  and,  in- 
cluding the  adjoining  villages  of  Martha-Brae  and  the  Rock,  is 
compofed  of  two  hundred  and  twenty  houfes.  The  rapid  in- 
creafe  of  this  town  and  neighbourhood  within  the  lafl  fixteen 
years  is  aflonifhing.  In  1771,  the  three  villages  of  Martha- 
Brae,  Falmouth,  and  the  Rock,  contained  together  but  eighteen 
houfes  ;  and  the  veflels  which  entered  annually  at  tlie  port  of 
Falmouth  did  not  exceed  ten.  At  prefent  it  can  boaft  of 
upwards  of  thirty  capital  ftationed  fhips,  which  load  for  Great 
Britain,  exclufive  of  floops  and  fmaller  craft. 

Each  parifli  (or  precindl  confifting  of  an  union  of  two  or 
more  parifhes)  is  governed  by  a  chief  magiftrate,  flyled  Cujios 
Rotidoriim,  and  a  body  of  juftices  unlimited  by  law  as  to  number, 
by  whom  feffions  of  the  peace  are  held  every  three  months, 
and  courts  of  Common  Pleas  to  try  actions  arifing  within  the 
pariOi  or,  precinft,  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds. 
In  matters  of  debt  not  exceeding  forty  fhillings,  a  fingle  juftice 
is  authorized  to  determine. 

The  whole  twenty  parifhes  contain  eighteen  churches  and 

chapels,  and  each  pariih  is  provided  with  a  redior,  and  other 

church  officers ;  the  redtors  livings,  the  prefentation  to  which 

5  rells 
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refts  with  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief,  are  feverally 
as  follows,  viz.  St.  Catherine  £.  300  per  annum  ;  Kingfton, 
St.  Thomas  in  the  Eaft,  Clarendon,  and  V/eftmoreland,  jT.  250 
per  annum ;  St.  David,  St.  George,  and  Portland,  £.  1 00  per 
annum  ;  all  the  reft  £.  200  per  annum.  Thefe  fums  are  paid 
in  lieu  of  tythes  by  the  churchwardens  of  the  feveral  parifhes 
refpeftively,  from  the  amount  of  taxes  levied  by  the  veflries 
On  the  inhabitants. 

Each  parifh  builds  and  repairs  a  parfonage  houfe,  or  allows 
the  redlor  ^T.  50  per  annum  in  lieu  of  one ;  befides  which, 
many  of  the  livings  have  glebe  lands  of  very  confiderable  value 
annexed  to  them,  as  the  parifh  of  St.  Andrew,  which  altogether 
is  valued  at  one  thoufand  pounds  fterling  per  annum  fbj.  The 
bifhop  of  London  is  faid  to  claim  this  ifland  as  part  of  his 
diocefe,  but  his  jurifdidlion  is  renounced  and  barred  by  the 
laws  of  the  country;  and  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief, 
as  fupreme  head  of  the  provincial  church,  not  only  indufts  into 
the  feveral  rectories,  on  the  requifite  teftimonials  being  pro- 
duced that  the  candidate  has  been  admitted  into  priefl's  orders 
according  to  the  canons  of  the  church  of  England,  but  he  is 
likewife  vefted  with  the  power  of  fufpending  a  clergyman  of 
lewd  and  diforderly  life  ab  officio,  upon  application  from  his 
parifbioners.  A  fufpenfion  ab  officio  is  in  fad:  a  fufpenlion  a 
beneficio,   no   minifler   being   entitled  to   his    flipend   for   any 

{h)  In  the  year  1788,  the  affembly  pafled  a  law  to  prohibit  the  burial  of  the 
dead  within  the  walls  of  the  churches ;  and  as  by  this  regulation  feveral  of  the 
reflors  were  deprived  of  a  perquifite,  an  augmentation  of  ^.  50  per  annum  was 
made  to  moft  of  the  livings. 

longer 
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longer  time  than  he  fliall  adlually  officiate ;  unlefs  prcy^ntcd    c  H  A  P. 
by  ficknefs.  V. 

The  veflries  arc  corapofed  of  the  cuftos,  and  two  other 
magiftrates  J  the  red:or  and  ten  veftrymen ;  the  latter  are  eledleA 
annually  by  the  freeholders.  Befides  their  power  of  aflefling 
and  appropriating  taxes,  they  appoint  way-wardens,  and  allot 
labourers  for  the  repair  of  the  publick  highways.  They  like- 
wife  nominate  proper  perfons,  who  are  called  collefting  con- 
ftables,  for  the  coUedion  both  of  the  publick  and  parochial 
taxes. 

The  fupreme  court  of  judicature  for  the  whole  ifland  (com- 
monly called  the  Grand  Court,  as  polTefling  fimrlar  jurifdidlion 
in  this  country  to  that  of  the  feveral  courts  of  King's  Bench, 
Common  Pleas,  and  Exchequer,  in  Great  Britain)  is  held  in 
the  town  of  St.  Jago-de-la-Vega,  the  capital  of  the  country  of 
Middlefex,  on  the  laft  Tuefday  of  each  of  the  months  of 
February,  May,  Auguft,  and  November,  in  every  year.  In  this 
court,  the  chief  juftice  of  the  ifland  prelides,  whofe  falary  is  only 
^.  1 20,  but  the  perquiiites  ariling  from  the  office  make  it  worth 
about  ^T.  3,000  per  annum.  The  affiftant  judges  are  gentlemen 
of  the  ifland,  commonly  planters,  who  receive  neither  falary 
nor  reward  of  any  kind  for  their  attendance.  Three  judges  muft 
be  prefent  to  conflitute  a  court ;  and  each  term  is  limited  in 
duration  to  three  weeks.  From  this  court,  if  the  matter  in 
difpute  in  a  civil  adlion  be  for  a  fum  of  ^.  300  fte  ling,  or  up- 
wards, an  appeal  lies  to  the  governor  and  council,  as  a  court  of 
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BOOK     error  ;  if  fentence  of  death  be  paffed  for  felony,  the  appeal  is  to 
^         '     ,    the  governor  alone  fcj. 

Assize  courts  alfo  fire  held  every  three  months,  in  Kingilon 
for  the  county  of  Surry,  and  in  Savanna -la-Mar  for  the  county 
of  Cornwall.  Th?  Surry  court  begins  the  lafl  Tuefday  in 
January,  April,  July,  and  Oftober,  The  Cornwall  court  begins 
the  lafl  Tuefday  in  March,  June,'  September,  and  December.; . 
each  affize  court  is  limited  to  a  fortnight  in  duration.  Thus 
have  the  inhabitants  law-courts  every  month  of  the  year,  be- 
iides.  the  courts  of  chancery,  ordinary,  admiralty,  and  the 
leveral  parifli  courts  i^^y*.     The  judges  of  the  afTize  court  acSl 

(cj  By  an  early  law  of  this  ifland  (pafled  in  i68i)  freeholders  of  known  refi- 
dence  are  not  fubje£t  to  arrefi:,  and  being  held  to  bail  in  civil  procefs.  The ' 
mode  of  proceeding  is,  to  deliver  the  party  a  fummons  (leaving  it  at  his  houfe 
is  deemed  good  fervice)  together  with  a  copy  of  the  declaration,  fourteen  days 
before  the  court,  whereupon  the  defendant  is  bound  to  appear,  the  very  next 
court,  or  judgment,  will  pafs  by  default.  Twenty-eight  daj's  after  the  firfl:  day 
of  each  court  execution  iflues  ;  for  which  there  is  but  one  writ,  comprehending 
both  '3. fieri  facias  and  a  capias  ad fatisfac'iendum  ;  but  as  no  general  iiBparlarice  is 
allowed  before  judgment,  it  is  enafted  that  the  effeds  levied  on,  fhall  remain  in 
the  dcfendtint's  hands  until  the  next  court,  to  give  him  an  opportunity  ofdif- 
pofiijg  of  them  to  the  beft  advantage ;  and  if  he  then  fails  paying  over  the  monev, 
;i  veridUtoni  exponas  iflues  to  the  mar/hal,  to  fell  thofe,  or  any  other  goods,  or 
take  his  perfon.  The  modern  praftice  is  to  make  no  levy  on  the  execution, 
whereby  the  debtor  obtains  the  indulgence  of  one  term,  or  court,  after  which 
both  his  perfon  and  goods  are  liable  under  the  writ  of  vcnditione  expmas. 

(d)  Soon  after  this  was  written  an  a6t  was  pafled  (1  think  in  1790)  by  which 
the  Auguft  term  in  the  fupreme  court  was  abolifhed,  and  a  long  vacation  efta- 
biifhed  as  in  England,  with  fimilar  regulations  for  the  affize  courts,  to  the  great 
itiief  of  peffons  attending  as  jurors. 

v/ithout 
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without  falary  or  reward,  as  well  as  the  affiftant  judges  of  the 
fupreme  court,  any  one  of  whom,  if  prefent,  prefides  in  the 
affize  court.  No  appeal  from  the  latter  to  the  former  is 
allowed,  but  judgments  of  the  afllze  immediately  following  the 
fupreme  court,  are  confidered  as  of  one  and  the  fame  court, 
aqd  have  an  equal  right  in  point  of  priority  with  thofe  ob- 
tained in  the  grand  court. 

The  governor  or  commander  in  chief  is  chancellor  by  his 
office,  and  prefides  iblely  in  that  higli  department,  which  is 
adminiftered  with  great  form  and  folemnity.  He  is  alfo  the 
fole  ordinary  for  the  probate  of  wills  and  granting  letters  of 
Bdininiftration;  From  the  firft  of  thefe  offices,  he  derives 
extenfive  authority,  and  from  the  latter  confiderable  emolu- 
ment fe). 
■       .  -^  :        -.^  As 

i.  \:\  ■_':  lif;    ;  -  :;i:v  ■■  ' .  _ 

(e)  The  profits  and  emoluments  arifing  annually  from  tlie  government  of 

Jamaica  may,  I  tliink:,  be  ftated  nearly  as  follows,  viz. 

Salary  -     ■  '— r'  —     ■       '  '         —  .:—  ^T.  5,008 

Fees  in  Chancery  —  __,-_■         —  1^0 

Fees  of  the  Court  of  Ordinary  —  —  —        1,400 

Share  of  Cuftom  Houfe  Seizures  '  —  — •  —        i,o:'0 

The  aftembly'have  purchafed  for  the  governor's  ufe,  a  farm  of  about 

300   acres,  called  the  Government  Penn,  and  built  an   elegant  villa 

thereon.     Likewife  a  polinlc  or  provifion  fettlement  in  the  mountains 

(vi^hich  is  alfo  provided  with  a  comfortable  manfion-houfe)  and  flocked 

both  properties  with  50  negroes,  and  a  fufficiency  of  cattle,  fhcep,  &c. 

From    thefe    places  (which    are    exclufive    of   the    king's  houfe  in 

Spanifli  Town)  the  governor  is,  or  ought  to  be,  fupplied  with  hay  and 

corn,  mutton,  milk,  poultry,  and  provifions  for  his  domefticks,  creating 

a  faving  in  his  houfliold  expences  of  at  leaft  —  —       i,oot> 


Total  in  currency     — £.  8,550 
E  e  2  .  Being- 
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As  appendages  of  the  fupreme  court,  the  feveral  great 
offices,  viz.  the  office  of  enrollments,  or  fecretary  of  the  ifland, 
provoft-marfhal-general,  clerk  of  the  court  (or  prothonotary, 
cuflos-brevium,  &,c.)  are  held  and  fuuated  in  Spanifh  Town. 
The  firft  is  an  office  of  record,  in  which  the  laws  paffed  by 
the  legiflature  are  preferred  ;  and  copies  of  them  entered  into 
fair  volumes.  In  this  office  all  deeds,  wills,  fales,  and  patents, 
muft  be  regiftered.  It  is  likewife  required  that  all  perfons  (after 
fix  weeks  refidence)  intending  to  depart  this  illand,  do  affix  their 
names  in  this  office,  twenty-one  days  before  they  are  entitled 
to  receive  a  ticket  or  let-pafs,  to  enable  them  to  leave  the 
country.  In  order  to  enforce  this  regulation,  mailers  of  vef- 
fels  are  obliged,  at  the  time  of  entry>  to  give  fecurity  in  the 
fum  of  ;^.  1,000  not  to  carry  off  the  ifland  any  perfon  with- 
out fuch  ticket  or  let-pafs.  Truftees,  attornies  and  guardians 
of  orphans,  are  required  to  record  annually  in  this  office  ac- 
counts of  the  produce  of  eftates  in  their  charge ;  and,  by  a 
late  adl,  mortgagees  in  pofleffion  are  obliged  to  regifter  not 
only  accounts  of  the  crops  of  each  year,,  but  alfo  annual  ac- 
counts current  of  their  receipts  and  payments.  Tranfcripts  of 
deeds,  &c.  from  the  office,  properly  certified,  are  evidences  in 
any  court  of  law,  and  all  deeds  muft  be  enrolled  within  tlvee 

Bein/'  equal  to  ^.  6,iOO  fterling;  tnd  this  is  altogether  exckifive  of  fees 
received  by  his  private  fecretary  for  militia  commiflions,  &c.  &c.  &c.  zvhich 
ere  not  eafily  ajcertaintd.  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  that  money  has  fometimes  beeir 
made  by  the  fale  of  chureh  livings  j  and  vaft  fums  were  formerly  raifed  by 
efcheats. 

iV.  B.  A  governor  of  Jamaica  may  live  very  hgnourably  for  ^T.  3,000  fterlinj 
.jer  annum. 

^■;    I     ^  ■  months 


WEST      INDIES.  21.3 

months  after  date,  or  they  are  declared  to  be  void  as  againft  any 
other  deed  proved  and  regiflered  within  the  time  limited ;  but 
if  no  fecond  deed  is  on  record,  then  the  fame  are  valid,  though 
regiftered  after  the  three  months.  It  is  prefumed  that  the 
profits  of  this  office,  which  is  held  by  patent  fi-om  the  crown, 
and  exercifed  by  deputation,  exceed  ^.6,000  fterling  per 
annum. 

The  provoft-marfhal-general  is  an  officer  of  high  rank  and 
great  authority. — The  name  denotes  a  military  origin,  and 
doubtlefs  the  office  was  firft  inftituted  in  this  ifland  before  the 
introduction  of  civil  government,  and  continued  afterwards 
through  neceffity.  It  is  now  held  by  patent  from  the  crown, 
which  is  ufually  granted  for  two  lives,  and  the  patentee  is 
permitted  to  adl  by  deputy,  who  is  commonly  the  higheft  bid- 
der. The  powers  and  authorities  annexed  to  this  office  are 
various  :  the  adling  officer  is  in  fail  high-fherifF  of  the  whole 
ifland  during  his  continuance  in  office,  and  permitted  to 
nominate  deputies  under  him  for  every  parifh  or  precinct.  His 
legal  receipts  have  been  known  to  exceed  jT.y, 000  flerling  per 
annuf/!,  and  it  is  fuppofed  that  fome  of  his  deputies  make 
nearly  as  much. 

The  office  of  clerk  of  the  fupreme  court  is  likewrfe  held 
by  patent  and  exercifed  by  deputation.  Evidence  was  given 
to  the  houfe  of  aifembly  fome  years  ago,  that  its  annual  value 
at  that  time  exceeded  £.  9,000  currency.  Of  late,  I  believe 
it  is  confiderably  diminiffied. 

Of 
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.BOOK         Of  the  other  great  lucrative  offices,  the  principal  are  thofe 
I^'  of  the  fegifler  in  chancery,  receiver-general  and  treafurer  of  the 

ifland,  naval  officer,  and  colledlor  of  the  cuftoms  for  the  port 
of  Kingllon.  All  thefe  appointments,  whether  held  by  patent 
or  commiiilon,  are  llkewife  fuppofed  to  afford  confiderable 
emolument  to  perfons  refiding  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  com- 
puted on  the  whole,  that  not  lefs  than  £.  30,000  flerling 
as  remitted  annually,  by  the  deputies  in  office  within  the  iflandj 
to  their  principals  in  the  mother-country  fyj. 

The  legillature  of  Jamaica  is  compofed  of  the  captain- 
general  or  commander  in  chief,  of  a  council  nominated  by  the 
ctown,  coniifling  of  twelve  gentlemen,  and  a  houfe  of  aflembly 
containing  forty-three  menibers,  who  are  elecfted  by  the  free- 
holders, viz.  three  for  the  feveral  towns  and  pariffies  of  St.  Jago- 
de-la-Vega,  Kingfton,  and  Port  Royal,  and  tv/o  for  each  of  the 
other  paridies.     The  qualification  required  in  the   e'leftor,  is  a 

(f)^  It  is  not  very  pleafant  to  the  refident  inhabitants  to  obfervc,  that  almofl  all 
the  patent  offices  in,  the  colonies  are  exercifad  by  deputies,  who  notorioufly  and 
avowedly  obtain  their  appointments  by  purchafe.  Leafes  for  years  of  fome  of  them 
have  been  fold  by  audtion ;  and  nothing  is  more  common,  at  the  expiration  of  thofe 
Isafes,  than  thecircumfl:ance  of  an  inferior  clerk  outbidding  his  employer  (  he  re- 
fident deputy)  and  fteppiag  into  his  place.  It  may  bo  doubted  whether  both  the 
felier  and  buyer  in.  fuch  cafes  are  not  fubjedl:  to  the  penalties  of  the  ftatute  5 
and  6.  Edw.  VI.  agaihft  the  fale  and  purchafe  of  ofnces  relating  to  the  admini- 
llration  of  Juftice.  ■  By  an  excellent  jaw,  however,  which  pafled  in  the  admini- 
firation  of  the  prefeni  Marquis  of  Lanfdown  then  Earl  of  Shelburne,  the  griev- 
ance will  in  a  great  degrte  be  prevented  in  future,  for  it  is  enaiSlcd  by  the  22cl 
Geo.  III.  c.  75.  that  from  thenceforth  no  office  to  be  excrcifcd  in  the  planta- 
tiojis  flidl  be  granted  by  patent,  for  any  longer  term  than  during  fuch  time  as  the 
gr.uitee  thcrcofyZw//  dij'charge  the  duty^  in  pirfon, 

freehold 
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freehold  of  ten  pounds  per  annum  in  the  parifli  where  the    q  h  a  p, 

eledion  is  made ;  and  in  the  reprefentative,  a  landed  freehold  of  V. 

three  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  in  any  part  of  the  iiland,  or  a    ^~     *    ^ 

perfonal  eftate  of  three  thoufand  pounds.     In  the  proceedings 

of  the  general  affembly  they  copy,  as  nearly  as   local  circum- 

ftances  will  admit,  the  legiflature   of  Great   Britain  ;  and   all 

their  bills  (thofe  of  a  private  nature  excepted)  have  the  force 

of  laws  as  foon  as  the  governor's  alTent  is  obtained.     The 

power  of  reje(3:ion  however  is  ftill   referved  in  the    crown  j 

but  until  the   royal  difapprobation  is   lignilied,  the  laws   are 

valid. 

Of  the  laws  thus  paffed,  the  principal  relate  chiefly  to  regu- 
lations of  local  policy,  to  which  the  law  of  England  is  not 
applicable,  as  the  flave  fyftem  for  inflance  fgj  -,  on  which,  and 
other  cafes,  the  Englifh  laws  being  filent,  the  colonial  legifla- 
ture has  made,  and  continues  to  make,  fuch  provifion  therein, 
as  the  exigencies  of  the  colony  are  fuppofed  to  require ;  and  on 
fome  occafions,  where  the  principle  of  the  Englilh  law  has 
been  adopted,  it  has  been  found  neceflary  to  alter  and  modify  its 
provifions,  fo  as  to  adapt  them  to  circumftances  and  fituation. 
Thus,  in  the  mode  of  fetting  out  emblements,  the  pradice  of 

(g)  Thus  the  evidence  of  a  flave  is  not  admiffible  againft  a  white  perfon. 
Again,  although  by  a  very  early  law  of  this  ifland,  flaves  are  confidcred  as  inhe- 
ritance, and  are  accordingly  fubjecl  to  the  incidents  of  real  property  (for  as 
they  go  to  the  heir,  fo  may  the  widow  have  dower  of  them,  and  the  furviving 
hufband  be  tenant  by  courtefy ;  and  this  holds  equally  whether  flaves  are  poflefTed 
in  grofs,  or  belong  to  a  plantation)  yet  in  refpefl:  of  debts,  flaves  are  confidered 
as  chattels,  and  the  executor  is  bound  to  inventory  them  like  other  chat-, 
tds. 

fine 
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fine  and  recovery,  the  cafe  of  infolvent  debtors,  the  repair  of 
the  publick  roads,  the  maintenance  of  the  clergy,  and  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  very  great  deviations  from  the  pradlice  of  the 
mother- country  have  been  found  indifpcnfably  requifite  (h). 

The 

(h)  An  outline  of  the  law  of  infolvency  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 
— A  debtor,  after  three  menths  continuanee  in  aftual  confinement,  may  obtain 
his  liberty  under  the  following  conditions :  three  weeks  previous  to  the  next 
fitting  of  the  fupreme  court,  he  is  to  give  notice  by  publick  advertifement,  that  he 
means  to  take  the  benefit  of  the  aiEf,  and  to  that  end,  has  lodged  all  his  books 
of  account  in  the  hands  of  the  marfhal  or  keeper  of  the  gaol,  for  infpeftion  by 
his  creditors.  He  ftiall  then,  on  the  firft  day  of  term,  be  brought  by  petition 
before  the  court,  where  he  is  to  fubfcribe  and  deliver  in  a  fchedule  of  his  whole 
eftate  and  elFccts,  and  fubmit,  if  any  one  of  his  creditors  require  it,  to  an  exa- 
mination, viva  voce-,  upon  o.ith,  in  open  court.  To  this  fchedule  he  muft  annex 
an  affidavit,  certifying  that  it  contains  a  jufl:  account  of  all  his  property,  debts, 
and  efFedls,  except  clothing,  bedding,  and  working  tools,  not  worth  more  than 
lOL  ;  that  he  has  given  no  preference  to  any  particular  creditor,  for  three  months 
previous  to  his  confinement,  nor  conveyed  away  nor  concealed  anv  part  of  his 
cftatc  or  effeils-  The  court  thereupon,  being  fatisfied  with  the  prifoner's  ex- 
amination, (hall  appoint  one  or  more  of  the  creditors  to  be  affignees  for  the 
benefit  of  the  whole ;  ajid  order  them  pofieflion  of  the  property  and  effefts,  and 
difcharge  the  party  from  confinement.  Gaol  fees  of  thofe  who  are  unable  t« 
pay  them,  arc  paid  by  the  publick.  There  are  various  regulations  for  the  preven- 
tion of  fraud,  and  it  is  declared,  that  If  any  perfons  claiming  the  benefit  of  the 
a<S,  fhall  knowingly  forfwear  themfelvcs,  and  be  convicted  of  perjury  in  con- 
fequence  thereof^  they  fliall  be  adjudged  guilty  of  felony  without  benefit  of  clergy, 
And  fufFer  death  accordingly.  It  is  alfo  provided,  that  np  debtor  fhall  have  the 
benefit  of  the  ^{S  more  than  once,  and  that  the  future  eftate  and  effects  cf  per- 
fons difcharged  under  it  (bjt  not  their  perfons  or  apparel)  (hall  flill  be  liable  to 
make  up  the  former  deficiency.  By  a  fubfequent  law,  however,  which  the  Author 
©if  this  work  had  the  honour  to  propofe,  as  a  member  of  the  afTemhly,  a  debtor 
may  be  difcharged  a  feccud  rime  on  the  lame  cojiditions,  provided  he  had  fully 
paid  his  former  creditors  before  his  fecond  infolvency ;  and  even  if  he  has  not 

paid 
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The  revenues  of  this  illand  may  be  divided  into  two 
branches  j  the*one  perpetual,  by  an  ad:  of  the  year  1728,  called 
the  revenue  law,  of  the  origin  of  which  I  have  already  fpoken, 
and  of  which  the  qu;t-rents  conftitute  a  part  j  the  other  annual^ 
by  grants  of  the  legillature.  The  revenue  law  may  raife  about 
jT.  1 2,ooo  per  annum,  of  which-,^'.  8,000  is  particularly  appro- 
priated, as  I  have  elfewhere  obferved,  and  the  furplus  is  appli- 
cable to  the:  contingent  expences  of  government,  in  aid  of  the 
annual  funds.  The  governor  receives  £,.  2,500  per  annum  ow-K. 
of  the  ^.8,000  fund.  A  further  falary  of  ;^.  2,500  is  fettled 
upon  him  during  his  refidence  in  the  ifland  by  a  fpecial  ad:  of 
the  legiflature,  pafled  the  beginning  of  his  admin iftration,  and 
is  made  paj'able  out  of  fome  one  of  the  annual  funds  provided 
by  the  afTembly.  Thefe  at  this  time  may  amount  to  J^.y 0,000, 
of  which  about  _^.  40,000  is  a  provifion  for  granting  an  addi- 
tional pay  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  his  majefty's  forces 
Rationed  for  the  protedtion  of  the  ifland.  Every  commiffioned 
officer  being  entitled  to  20  s.  per  week,  and  every  private  to 
5  J, :  An  allowance  is  alfo  made  to  the  wives  and  children  of 
the  foldiers  j  which  with  the  Britifli  pay  enables  them  to 
live  much  more  comfortably  than  the  king's  troops  generally 
do  in  Europe. 

The  uRtal  ways  and  means  adopted  for  raifuig  the  above 
taxes  are,  firft,  a  duty  of  20  s.  per  head  on  ail  negroes  im- 
ported j  fecondly,  a  duty  on  all  rum  and  other  fpirits  retailed 

paiJ  the  debt?  on  which  he  before  took  the  benefit  of  the  ail,  he  ihall  b?  dif- 
tharged,  after  an  aSlual  confinement  of  two  years ;  the  court  being  f;itisfied  that  he 
has  fairl)'  furrenJered  all  his  eftate  and  effeds  to  the  uCc  of  his  cieJitois. 

Vol.  I.  '  "F  f        .  and 
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and  confumed  within- the  ifland;  thirdly,  the  deficiency  law  j- 
an  a<ft- which,  was  intended  originally  to  oblige  all  proprietors  of 
fkves  to  keep  one  white  perfoa  for  every  thirty  blacks  j  but 
the  penalty,  v/hich  is  fometimes  £.  13,  at  other  times  £.  26 
J>er  annunii,  for  each  white  peribn  deficient  ©f  the  number 
required,  is  become  fo  produdlive  a  &urce  of  revenue,  that 
the  bill  is  now  confidered  as  one  of  the  annual  fupply  bills  r 
fourthly,  a  poll-tax.  on  all  flaves,  and  ftock,-and  a  rate  on  rents 
and  wheel^carriages..  Befides  thefe,  oceaiional  tax-Bills  are 
pafled  by,  the  legiflature,  as-  neceffity  may  require.  I  have 
fiibjoined.in  a.note  the  eiiimate  of  the'  contingent  charges  of 
^e  government  of  this  iiland  on  the  annual  funds  for  the 
year.  1788,,  and.  o£  the  ways  and  means  for.  the  payment- 
therepf/^/y.. 

The 

^i)  EJiimate  of  the  ordinary  CbnrvsG?.VT  Charges  of^the   Givernmtnt  efi 
J  A  MA  ICA  oniht  annual f finds  for  the  year  1788,  viz. 

Governor's  additional  falary,        —        -            -  ^.2,500  —  — - 

Subfifteirce  of  the  Troopsjand  Hdpitalexpences  4l>300  —  — 

Salarres  to  OfEcers  ofthe  Aflcrably,  Printing,  &c.-  2,300  —  —=-- 

Clerk  of  the  Grand  Court             -            =  -  100  —  —■> 

Clerk  of  the  Crown                -                •  »  lOO  —  — 

Clerk  to^heCommiffioners  of  Forts-         -  -  150.  —  — > 

Surveyorto  the  Bath                 -                 -  -  200  —  — 

Port  Officers  and  Waiters            —           -  -  1,600;  —  ——- 

Maroon  Negr.0  Parties             -                _  -  Ijooo.  —  — 

Superintendants  refiding  in  the;  Maroon-Towns ■  -  JjSOO  —  -~ 

To  the  Engineer,  and  Captain  of  different  F.orts  -  1,000'  —  — 

For  the  Support'of;the  Botanick  Garden.  -  280  —  — — 

SaJary  to  the  Agent.                ^                ^  .  ^.acr  —  — 

Carried'Gver  -    j^.  52,259    —    — 
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The  current  coins  are  Portugal  pieces  of  gold,  called  the 
"half-Johannes,  valued  in  England  at  36 j.  each;  thefe  pafs 
here,  if  of  full  weight,  at  55^.     Spanifli  gold  coins  current 


Brought  forward         -        ^.  52,250 
To  the  Officers  of  the  Troops  for  private  Lodgings        Ij430 
Supplying  the  Forts  with  Water 
To  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Forts 
To  the  Kingfton  Hofpital  -  -  - 

Sundry  Demands  on  the  Publick  for  Official  Fees,  Me- 

■<lical  Care  and  Gaol  Fees  of  Priibners,  Repairs  of  the 

Publick  Buildings,  &c.  &c. 
"Charges  of  colleding  ;  viz.  Collefiiiig  Conftable's  and 

Receiver  General's  Commiffions,  Reliefs,  &c.  J5,per 

cent.  —  -*  • 


1,089 

5,600 

500 


-     4.359      7      9 


9,783      6    — 

_  '    ■- 

£.75,011    13  '    9 


Ways  and  Means. 


Outftanding  Debts 

Negro  Duty,  computed  at 

Rum  Dutj 

Double  Deficiency  on  Negroes 

Poll-Tax  -        -  - 


£■  25.000 

6,000 
14,000 
24,000 
67,000 


136,000    —    — 
Dedu£t  for  prompt  Payment  lO  per 

cent.  -  -         -     13,600    >—    — 


122,40.0 


,j3?  The  overplus  was  applied  towards  diicivirging  the  Publick  Debt,  which  was 
eftimated  at  £.  180,000  currency;  but  fince  then,  the  contingent  charges  of 
government,  have  rifen  annually  to  double  the  amount  above  ftatcd,  owing  chiefly 
to  a  great  augmentation  of  the  Britifh  troops;  the  whole  cypcnce  of  raifing  and 
maintaining  all  which  (above  the  number  of  3000)  is  thrown  upon  the  ifland. 
Among  thefe  is  a  regiment  of  light-dragoons,  which  is  mounted  on  horfes  bred  in 
t!.e  country. 

F  f  2  here. 
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BOOK     liei'e,  are,  doubloons  at  jT.  5.  5  s.  each,  and  piftoles  at  26s.  '^d. 
n.  Silver  coins  are  Spanilli  milled  dollars  at   6  s.   Sd.  and  fo  in 

proportion  for  the  fmaller  parts  of  this  coin;  the  loweft  coin 
is  called  a  l:'ti,  equal  to  about  5  d.  flerling.  A  guinea  pafles 
for32J-.  6  d.  Tliis,  however,  is  con fiderably  more  than  the 
ufual  rate  of  exchange,  by  which  £^.  iqo  fterling  gives  ^.. 140* 
currency. 

From  the  iltuation  of  this  ifland  amidH  potent  and  envious 
rivals^  and-  the  vafl  dilproportion  between  the  number  of 
white  inhabitants  and  the  flaves,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the 
maintenance  of  a  powerful  and  well-difciplined  militia  is  among 
the  firft  objedls  of  the  policy  of  the  legiflature  3  and  accordingly 
all  perfons,  from  fifteen  to  lixty  years  of  age,  are  obliged  by  law 
to  enlifl:  themfelves  either  in  the  horfe  or  foot,  and  to  provide 
at  their  own  expence  the  neceffary  accoutrements ;  but  this 
law,  I  doubt,  is  not  very  rigidly  enforced,  as  the  whole  militia, 
,  which  is  compofed  of  three  regiments  of  horfe  and  fourteen 
regiments  of  foot,  does  not  .confifl  I  conceive  of  more  than 
7000  effedlive  troops  j  neither  do  the  ufual  employments  and- 
habits  of  life,  either  of  the  officers  or  privates,  conduce  very 
much  to  military  fubordination. — However,  in  times  of  acftual 
danger,  whether  from  the  revolt  of  flaves,  or  the  probability 
of  invafion,  no  troops  in  the  world  could  have  fliewn  greater 
promptitude  or  alacrity  in  fervice,  than  has  been  difplayed  by 
the  militia  of  Jamaica.  In  fuch  emergencies,  the  commander 
in  chief,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  a  general  council  of 
war,  (in  which  the  members  of  the  allembly  have  voices)  may 

proclaim, 
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proclaim  martial  law.     His  power  is  then  didatori:il ;  and  aJl     C  H  A  P. 
perfons  are  fubjedt  to  the  articles-  of  war  (k),  V. 

From  the  given  number  of  men  able  to  bear  arms  in  any 
country,  it  is  ufual  with  political  writers  to  eftimate  the  inha- 
bitants at  large  ;  but  their  rule  of  calculation  does  not  apply 
to  Jamaica,  where  the  bulk  of  the  people  conlifls  of  men 
without  fahiilies.  Europeans  who  come  to  this  ifland  have 
feldom  an  idea  of  fettling  here  for  life.  Their  aim  is  gene- 
rally to  acquire  fortunes  to  enable  them  to  fit  down  comfortably 
in  their  native  country  ^  and,  in  the  meanwhile,  they  confider 
a  family  as  an  incumbrance.  Marriage,  therefore,  being  held  in 
but  little  eilimation,  the  white  wom.en  and  children  do  not 
bear  the  fame  proportion  to  the  males,  as  in  European  climates. 
From  thefe,  and  other  caufes,  I  have  found  it  difficult  to  afcer- 
tain   with  precifion    the  number   of  the  white  inhabitants. 

(h)  Soon  after  the  above  was  written  (the  Author  being  at  that  time  in  Ja- 
maica) the  lieutenant-governor,  by  the  advice  of  a  council  of  war,  proclaimed 
martiai  law.  This  was  in  December,  jygr,  and.it  arofe  from  a  notion  very 
generally  prevalent  in  -the  ifland,  thac  cohfpiracies  and  projeiSts  of  rebellion  were 
afloa;  among  the  negroes,  in  confequence  of  the  difturbances  in  St.  Domingo. 
This  a^  prehenfion  induced  a  very  ftriift  obfervance  of  the  militia  laws  ;  and  the 
following  was  the  return  of  the  Cavalry  and  Infantry  to  head-quarters  on  the  13th 
of  January,  1792. 

Total. 

County  of  Surry         -      336  Cavalry         2,141  Infantry         2,477 

Middlefex         375  2,647  3'022 

Cornwall  368  . 2,305 — ,         2,673 

Eifeftives  -         8,172 

Free  negroes  and  men  of  colour  included;  their  number  was  1,889.    '^^  M^" 
rpons  are  not  comprehfcnded. 

I  I  have 
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I  have  been  informed,  t'hat  a  iate  intelligent  chief  governor 
.(General  Campbell)  computed  them,  after  diligent  .refearch, 
at  25,000  j  and  I  am  induced  .to  believe,  from  more  than  one 
.mode  of  .caJculation,  that  Oeneral  Campbell's  eftimate  was 
near  the  truth. — This  computatian  was  made  in  1780,  lince 
which  time  I  am  of  opinion,  from  the  many  loyal  Americans 
who  have  fixed  themfelves  in  Jamaicaj  and  other  caufes,  this 
number  is  -confiderably  increafed.  Including  tl^e  troops  and 
fea-faring  people,  the  white  population  may,  I  think,  be  fixed 
.at  30jOOO^ 

The  freed  negroes  aiKl  people  of  polour  are  computed,  in 
a  report  of  a  committee  of  the  hwife  of  aflembly  of  the  12th 
.of  November,  1788,  ai  500  in  each  pariih,  on  an  average  of 
the  whole;  which  makes  10,000,  exclufive  of  the  Mack 
.people  called  Maroons,  who  enjoy  4  limited  degree  of  freedom 
by  treaty.  Thefe,  by  the  Jail  xeturns  that  I  have  feen,  amouitf 
to  about  1^00  (I J. 

Of  negroes  In  a  ftate  of  flavery  in  this  iiland,  the  precile 
number  ia  Djecem'ber,  1787,  as  afcertained  on  oath  i-n  the  rolls 

{I)  It  is  gotierally  fuppofcd,  and  has  been  very  confide.atly  aflertcd,  that  thefe 
people  hav.e  decreafed  ;  but  the  fadt  is  othsrwife.  The  iiniftake  has  arifen  from 
the  circumftance  that  fome  of  their  towns  have  beep  ,&ferted ;  which  is  indeed 
true,  but  the  caufe  has  been,  that  the  negroes  have  c^sily  removed  from  one  town 
to  another.  It  is  fufficiently  known,  that  ^ey  are  ihe  defcendants  of  negroes 
formerly  in  rebellion,  with  whom,  in  the  years  J738  and  1739,  Governor 
Trelawney  entered  into  treaty,  which  the  AiTcmbly  confirmed,  and  grajited  them 
freedom  under  certain  limitations.  The-numby  that  furrendered  was  under 
•600.  In  the  year  1770  they  confided  of  885  men,  women,  and  chiMren.  In 
^he  year  1773  thev  were  1,028  j  and  they  v/crc  increafed  in  1788  to  Ij333- 

from 
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Srom  which  the  pollrtax  is  levied^  was  2.1 0,894 j  and  as  it    GHAP. 
miiy  anfwer  more  ufeful  purpofes  hereafter  than  the  mere  gra-          '^• 
tiiication  of  curiofity,  I  fhall  diftinguifh  the  numbers^  in  eadx 
parifhr  which,  are  the.  following  : 

St..  Dorothy  —  -~  3,129 

St.  Catherine  • —  — >  5»304 

St..J:ohn       —  —  —  5,880 

St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale  —  7j459. 

Vere            —  — .  —  7 '4^  7 

St.  Mary.        —  —  —  17,144 

St..  Ann          —  —  —  13,324^ 

Kingftbff        —  — -     ^^  —        6^62i^ 

St.  Andrew     —  —  — ►        9^i3». 

St.Da.v.id      —  —  —        2,881- 

St.  Thomas  in  the  E*aft  —  20,492^ 

Portland.           —  — ■  — ^        4*^537" 

St.  George     -—  —  — -        5:»05a^ 

St.  Elizabeth.  — -  — -  1:3,280^ 

Hanover          — -  — -  —  17,612: 

St.  James         —  • —  -—  18,546' 

Trelavvney         —  —  ■—  19,318 

Port-Royai  —  —         2,229 

Weftmoreland-  —  — •  16,700 

Clarendon,     -—  —  —  14,747 

Total.  — -        210,894 

It  appears,  however^  from  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the- 

aflembly.  above  cited,  that  in  tnoR  of  the  parifhes  it  is  cuf- 

6.  ternary 
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BOOK    ternary  to  exempt  perfons  not  having  more  than  fix  negroes, 
!'•  from  the  payment  of  taxes  on.  Haves,  whereby  many  of  the 

negroes,  efpecially  in  the  towns  fmj,  are  not  given  in  to  the 
different  veftries,  and  the  returns  of  a  great  many  others  are 
fraudulently  concealed ;  thus  the  tax-rolls  do  not  contain  the 
full  number  of  flaves,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
were  at  that  time  240,000,  at  the  leart  ;  and  there  is  not  a 
doubt  that  upwards  of  10,000  have  been  left  in  the  country 
from  the  importations  of  the  laft  two  years,  exclufive  of  de- 
creafe.  The  whole  number  of  inhabitants  therefore,  of  all 
complexions  and  conditions,  may  be  ilated  as  follows : 

Whites  •   -      -      -     -     -    -     -  30,000 

Freed  negroes,  and  people  of  colour  1 0,000 

Maroons     -     -     .-     -     ^    .-      -  1,400 

.    Negro  flaves    ------  250,000 

Total        -        29ii4oo 


The  trade  of  this  ifland  will  befb  appear  by  the  quantity  of 
ihipping  and  the  number  of  feamen  to  which  it  gives  employ- 
ment, and  the  nature  and  quantity  of  its  exports.  The  follow- 
ing is  an  account,  from  the  books  of  the  Infpedtor  General 
of  Grefit  Britain,  of  the  number  of  veiTels  of.  all  kinds,  their 
regiflered  tonnage  and  number  of  men,  which  cleared  from  the 

,  (m)  111  Kingfton,  for  inftance,  the  real  number  is  16,659,  inftead  of  6,162,  the 
number  on  the  tax-rolls.  ■  On"  an  average  of  the  whole  number  of  parifhcs,  the 
negroes  not  given  in  or  returned  may  be  reckoned  at  one-feventh  part  of  the 
whole. 

feveral 
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feveral  ports  of  entiy  in  Jamaica  in  the  year  1787,  exclufive  of    CHAP, 

coafting  floops,  wherries,  &c.  viz.  ^* 

Number 

ofVeffels.        Tonnage.  Men; 

For  Great  Britain    -     -     -       242         63,471  7>748 

Ireland  -----          10            I5231  91 

American  States      -     -       133          13,041  893 

Britifli  American  Colonies     66            6»i33  449 

Foreign  Weft  Indies     -         22            Ij9°3  ^55 

Africa    ----.-           i               109  8 


Total     -         474         85,888         9,344 

It  muft,  however,  be  obferved,  that  as  many  of  the  veffels 
clearing  for  America  and  the  foreign  Weft  Indies  make  two 
or  more  voyages  in  the  year,  it  is  ufual,  in  computing  the  real 
number  of  thofe  veffels,  their  tonnage  and  men,  to  deduil  one- 
third  from  the  official  numbers.  With  this  correction  the 
total  to  all  parts  is  400  veffels,  containing  78,863  tons,  navi- 
gated by  8,845  men. 

The  exports  for  the  fame  year  are  given  on  the  fame 
authority,  as  follows:— 


iff 
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But  It  mufl  be  noted,  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  cotton. 
Indigo,  tobacco,  mahogany,  dye-woods,  and  mifcellaneous  ar- 
ticles, included  in  the  preceding  account,  is  the  produce  of  the 
foreign  Weft  Indies  imported  into  Jamaica,  partly  under  the 
fr^ee-'port  law,  and  partly  in  fmall  Britifh  vefTels  employed  in 
a  contraband  traffick  with  the  Spanifh  American  territories, 
payment  of  which  is  made  chiefly  in  Britifh  manufadtures  and 
negroes  J  and  confiderable  g[uantities  of  bullion,  obtained  by 
the  fame  means,  are  annually  remitted  to  Great  Britain,  of 
which  no  precife  accounts  can  be  procured. 

The  General  Account  of  Imports  into  Jamaica  will  ftand 
nearly  as  follows,  viz. 


Gg  2  IMPORTS 


\z%                     H  I  S  T  O  Pv  Y      0  F      T  H  E  [Boqk  II.] 

IMPORTS      INTO     JAMAICA. 

From  Great  Britain,'\                                            j.              ^  £              ^ 

'  c   ,  t' /  Brltifh  manufaclures  -  68  6,6c"7      2      1 

to  a  return  of  the  Vt^      •  i,      j-  „ 

fori787     -     -    j'                                        758.932     5     4 

From  Ireland,  I  allow  a  moiety  of  the  whole  import  to  the 

Britifh  Weft  Indies,  confiding  of  manufaftures  and  faked 

provifions  to  the  amount  of  £.2^-/, coo  -  -  138,500  —  — 
From  Africa,  5,345  negroes  (i),  at  £.\q  fterling  each — (This 

is  wholly  a  Britifh  trade  carried  on  in  fhips  from  England)  213,800  —  — > 
From  the  Britijh  Colonies  In  America  (including  about  20,000 

quintals  of  faked,  cod  from  Newfoundland)  -  -  30,000  —  — • 
From  theUnited  States,  Indian  corn,  wheat  flour,  rice,  lumber, 

ftaves,  &c.  imported  in  Britifli  fliips  -  -  190,000 • 

From  Madeira  and  Tencrlffc,  in  Ihips  trading  circuitouny  from 

Great  Biitain,  500  pipes  of  wine  (exclufive  of  wines  for 

re-exportation)  at  ^f.  30  fterling  the  pipe  -  -         15,000 • 

From  the  Foreign  Weft  Indies,  under  the  free-port  law,  Sec. 

calculated  on  an  average  of  three  years  (k)  -  150,000 < 


Total         -  I.  1,496,232     5     4 


(i)  Being  an  average  of  the  whole  number  imported  and  retained  in  the  ifland  for  ten  years,  1778 
to  J  7  Sy,  as  returned  by  the  Infpt'tSor-General.  The  import  of  the  lall  three  years  is  much  greatLT. 

(I )  From  returns  of  the  Infpedor-General.  The  following  are  the  particulars  for  the  year  1787. 


Cotton  Wool 

194,000  lbs. 

Cacao        -             • 

Cattle,  viz. 

6/(.,75o  lbs. 

Affes 

43 

Horfes       - 

-       233 

Mules 

-      S8S 

Oxen 

243 

Sheep 

.        93 

J, 202  No, 

Dying  Woods 
Gum  Guiacum 

5,077  Tons. 
79  Barrels. 

Hides 
Indigo 
Mahogany 
Tortoife  Shell 

-      4.537  No. 
4,663  lbs. 
9,993  Planks. 
655  lbs. 

Dollars 

-    S3>85o  No. 

Some 
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SOME   part  of  this  eftimatCj  however,  is  not  Co  perfed  a&   CHAP, 
might  be  wiflied  j  inafmuch  as  in  the  accounts  made  up  aZ  the  V. 

Infpedor-Generars  office  of  goods  exported  from  Great  Britain,  •«—%—— 
l3iey  reckon  only  the  original  coflj  whereas  the  Britiih  merchant 
being  commonly  the  exporter,  the  whole  of  his  profits,  together 
with  the  freight,  infurance,  and  fadlorage  commiffions  in  the 
ifland,  (liould  be  taken  into  the  account,  becaufe  the  whole  are 
comiprized  in  one  charge  againfl:  the  planter.  On  the  Britiih 
fupply,  therefore,  I  calculate  that  twenty  pjr  cent.  ilx)uld  be 
added  for  thofe  items  ;  which  makes  the  fum  total  ^T.  1,648,0 18 
1\s.  s^d.  fterling-money. 

After  alT,  it  is  very  poffible  that  fome  errors  may  have  crept 
into  the  calculation,  and  the  balance  or  furplus  arifing  from 
the  excefs  of  the  exports,  may  be  more  or  lefs  than  appears 
by  the  ilatemcnt  which  I  have  given  ;  but  this  is  a  confederation 
of  little  importance  in  a  national  view,  inafmuch  as  the  final 
profit   arifing   from   the   whole   fyflem,   ultimately   refbs   and 

centers  in  Great  Britain  ^ a   conclufion  which  was  well 

illufl rated  formerly  by  the  lords  commiffioners  for  trade  and 
plantations,  in  a  report  made  by  tiiem  on  the  Hate  of  the  Briti£h 
fugar  colonies  in  the  year  1734;  an  extracfl  from  which,  as  it 
ferves  likewife  to  point  out  the  progrefs  of  this  illand  during  , 
the  laft  fifty  years,  I  fhall  prefent  to  the  reader. 

"  The  annual  amount  (fay  their  Lordfhips)  of  our  exports 
to  Jamaica,  at  a  medium  of  four  years,  from  Chriftmas  172S  to 
Chriftmas  1732,  as  it  Hands  computed  in  the  cuftom-houle 

books,  appears  to  have  been         -        -     f.,''^M'^lS-  ^'   V-' 

The 
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The  medium  of  our  imports  (I)  from  Ja- 
maica, in  the  fame  year,  is         -     f^.  539,499.   18.     i\.- 

So  that  the  annual  excefs  of  our  imports, 

in  that  period,  is  no  lefs  than  -     391,824.   15.   i  il.- 

"  But  it  mufl  not  be  imagined,  that  this  excefs  is  a  debt 
upon  Great  Britain  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  j  a  part  of  it  muft 
be  placed  to  the  account  of  Negroes,  and  other  goods,  fent  to 
the  Spanifli  Weft  Indies,  the  produce  of  which  is  returned  to 
England  byway  of  Jamaica  j  another  part  to  the  debt  due  to 
our  African  traders  from  the  people  of  Jamaica,  for  the  Negroes 
which  are  purchafed  and  remain  there  for  the  fervice  of  the 
illand ;  a  third  proportion  muft  be  placed  to  the  account  of 
our  Northern  Colonies  on  the  continent  of  America,  who  dif- 
charge  part  of  their  balance  with  Great  Britain  by  confign- 
ments  from  Jamaica,  arifing  from  the  provifions  and  lumber 
with  which  they  fupply  that  ifland ;  the  remaining  part  of  the 
excefs  in  our  importations  from  this  colony,  is  a  projfit  made 
upon  our  trade,  whether  immediately  from  Great  Britain,  or 
by  way  of  Africa  j  and  laftly,  it  is  a  coniideration  of  great  im- 
portance in  the  general  trade  of  Great  Britain,  that  part  of  the 
fugar,  and  other  merchandize  which  we  bring  from  Jamaica^ 
is  re-exported  from  hence,  and  helps  to  make  good  our  balance 
in  trade  with  other  countries  in  Europe." 

Having  mentioned  the  trade  which  is  carried  on  between 
this  ifland  and  the  Spanifh  territories  in  America,  fome  account 

(I)  The  Cuftom  Houfe  prices  of  goods  imported,  are  confiderably  lefs  than 
the  real  or  mercantile  prices— perhaps,  in  general,  about  one-third. 

I  of 
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©f  it  in  its  prefent  ftate,  and  of  the  means  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  Briti/h  parliament  to  give  it  fupport,  may  not 
be  unacceptable  to  my  readers.  It  is  fufficiently  known  to  have 
been  formerly  an  intercourfe  of  vaft  extent,  and  highly  ad- 
vantageous to  Great  Britain,  having  been  fuppofed  to  give  em- 
ployment, about  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  to  4,000 
tons  of  Englifh  fhipping,  and  to  create  an  annual  vent  of  Bri- 
tiih  goods  to  the  amount  of  one  million  and  a  half  in  value. 
From  the  wretcheci  policy  of  the  court  of  Spain  towitrds  its 
American  fubje<3:s,  by  endeavouring  to  compel  them  to  truft 
folely  to  the  mother-country,  for  almoft  every  article  of  ne- 
ceflary  confumption,  at  the  v.ery  time  that  (he  was  incapable 
of  fupplying  a  fiftieth  part  of  their  wants,  it  is  not  furprifing 
that  they  had  recouife,  under  all  hazards,  to  thofe  nations  of 
Europe  which  were  able  and  willing  to  anfwer  their  demands. 
It  was  in  vain,  that  the  veffels  employed  in  this  traffick,  by  the 
Englifh  and  others,  were  condemned  to  confifcation,  and  the 
mariners  to  perpetual  confinement  and  flavery ;  the  Spanifh 
Americans  fupplied  the  lofs  by  veffels  of  their  own,  furnifhed 
with  feamen  fo  well  acquainted  with  the  feveral  creeks  and 
bays,  as  enabled  them  to  profecute  the  contraband  with  facility 
•and  advantage,  Thefe  veffels  received  every  poffible  encou- 
ragement in  our  iflands ;  contrary,  it  muft  be  acknowledged, 
to  the  ftridt  letter  of  our  afts  of  navigation ;  but  the  Britifh 
government,  aware  that  the  Spaniards  had  little  to  import 
befides  bullion,  but  horned  cattle,  mules,  and  horfes,  (fO: 
neceffary  to  the  agriculture  of  the  fugar  colonies)  connived  at 
the  encouragement  that  was  given  them.  The  trade,  how- 
ever. 
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ever,  has  been,  for  many  years,  on  the  decline.  Since  the  year 
1748,  a  wifer  and  more  liberal  policy  towards  its  American 
dominions,  feems  to  have  aftuated  the  court  of  Madrid ;  and 
the  contraband  traffick  has  gradually  lelTened,  in  proportion  as 
the  rigour  of  the  ancient  regulations  has  been  relaxed.  Ne- 
verthelefs,  the  intercourfe  with  this  ifland,  in  Spanifli  veffels, 
v/as  ftill  very  confiderable  fo  late  as  the  year  1764.  About 
that  period,  diredljons  were  iilijed  by  the  Englifh  miniftry  to 
enforce  the  laws  of  navigation  with  .the  utmoft  ftri(5lnefs ;  and 
cuftom-houfe  commi/Tions  were  given  to  the  captains  of  our 
men  of  war,  with  orders  to  feize  all  foreign  veflels,  without 
dillindion,  that  fliould  be  found  in  the  ports  of  our  Wed  Indian 
jllands;  a  meafure  which  in  truth  was  converting  our  navy 
into  guarda-cojlas,  for  the  king  of  Spain.  In  confequence  of 
thefe  proceedings,  the  Spaniards,  as  might  have  been  expefted, 
were  deterred  frorn  comjng  near  us,  and  the  exports  from 
Great  Britain  to  Jamaica  alone  in  the  year  1765,  fell  Ihort  of 
the  year  J 763,  ^.  168,000  /lerling, 

A  WISER  miniftry  endeavoured  to  remedy  the  mifchief,  by 
giving  orders  for  the  admiffion  of  Spanifli  veffels  as  ufual ;  but 
the  fubjedl  matter  being  panvaffed  in  the  Britifli  parliament, 
the  nature  and  iqtent  of  thpfe  orders  were  fo  fully  explained, 
jhat  the  Spaniih  court,  growi)  wife  from  experience,  took  the 
alarm,  and  immediately  adopted  a  meafure,  equally  prompt  and 
prudent,  for  counterading  therp.  This  was,  the  laying  open 
the  trade  to  the  illands  of  Ti'Juidad,  Porto-Rico,  Hifpaniola,  and 
Cuba,  to  eyery  provlnpe  in  Spain,  and  permitting  goods  of  all 
6  kinds 
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kinds  to  be  fent  thither,  on  the  payment  of  moderate  duties.    C  FT  A  P. 
Thus   the  temptation   of  an   illicit-  commerce   with    foreign  ^• 

nations,  being  in  a  great  meafure  removed,  there  was  reafon  to 
believe  that  the  efFed:  would  ceaie  with  the  caufe. 

Such,  however,  is  the  fuperiority  of  comparative  cheapnefs 
of  Britifli  manufadlures,   that  it  is   probable  the  trade  would 
have  revived  to  a  certain  degree,  if  the  Britifh  miniftryof  1765, 
after  giving  orders  for  the  admiflion  of  Spanifh  vellels  into  our 
ports  in  the  Weft  Indies,  had  proceeded  no   further.     But, 
in  the  following  year,  they  obtained  an  adt  of  parliament  for 
opening  the  chief  ports  of  Jamaica  and  Dominica,  to  all  foreign 
veffels  of  a  certain  defcription.    The  motives  which  influenced 
the  framers  of  this  law,  were  undoubtedly  laudable ;  they  juftly 
conlidered  the  recovery  of  the  Spanifli  trade  as  a  matter  of  the 
utmofh  confequence,  and  concluded  that  the  traders  would  na- 
turally prefer  thofe  ports  in  which  their  fafety  was  founded  on 
law,  to  places  where  their  prefervation  depended  only  on  the 
precarious  tenure  of  connivance  and  favour.     Other  oftenfible 
reafons  were  affigned  in  fupport  of  the  meafui'e ;   but  the  jea- 
loufy  of  Spain  was  awakened,  and  the  endeavours  of  the  Britifli 
parliament  on  this  occafion,  ferved  only  to  encreafe  the  evil 
which  was   meant  to  be   redrefled.     By  an  unfortunate  over- 
fight,  the  colledors  at  the  feveral   Britifh  free-ports  were  in- 
ftrudled  to  keep  regular  accounts  of  the  entry  of  all  foreign 
veffels,  and  of  the  bullion  which  they  imported,  together  with 
the  names  of  the  commanders.     Thefe  accounts  having  been 
tranfmitted  to  the  commiffioners  of  the  cufloms  in  England, 
copies  of  them  were,  by  fome  means,  procured  by  the  ccu'-t 
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of  Spain,  and  the  abfolute  dell:ru6tion  of  many  of  the  poor 
people  who  had  been  concerned  in  tranfporting  bullion  into 
our  iflands,  was  the  confequence.  This  intelligence  I  received 
foon  afterwards  (having  at  that  time  the  diredlion  of  the 
cuftom-houfe  in  Jamaica)  from  a  very  refpeftable  Spanifli 
merchant,  who  produced  to  me  a  letter  from  Carthagcna, 
containing  a  recital  of  the  fad:,  accompanied  Vi'ith  many 
fhocking  circumftances  of  unrelenting  feverity  in  the  Spanifh 
government.  Information  of  this  being  tranfmitted  to  the 
Britifli  miniftry,  the  former  inftrudlions  were  revoked,  but  the 
remedy  came  too  late  ; — for  what  elfe  could  be  expedted,  than 
that  the  Spaniards  would  naturally  fhun  all  intercourfe  with  a 
people,  whom  neither  the  fafety  of  their  friends,  nor  their  own 
evident  intereft,  was  fufBcient  to  engage  to  confidence  and 
fecrecy  ? 

The  little  trade,  therefore,  which  now  fubfifts  with  the 
fubjefts  of  Spain  in  America,  is  chiefly  carried  on  by  fmall 
vefTels  from  Jamaica,  which  contrive  to  efcape  the  vigilance  of 
the  guarda-cojias.  But  although,  with  regard  to  the  revival 
of  this  particular  branch  of  commerce,  I  am  of  opinion,  that 
the  free-port  law  has  not  fo  fully  anfwered  the  expectation  of 
its  framers,  as  might  have  been  wifhed ;  its  provifions,  in  other 
refpefts,  have  been  very  beneficial.  It  has  been  urged  againft 
it,  that  it  gives  occafion  to  the  introdudtion  of  French  wines, 
brandies,  foap,  cambricks,  and  other  prohibited  articles  from 
Hifpaniola ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  fmall  vefTels  from 
thence  frequently  claim  the  benefit  of  the  free-ports,  after 
having  fmuggled  afliore,  in  the  various  creeks  and  harbours  of 
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this  ifland,  where  no  cuflom-houfes  are  eflabliihed,  large  quan- 
tities of  brandy,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  rum-rharket,  and 
other  contraband  goods.  It  may  lae  urged  too,  that  the  per- 
miffion  given  by  the  aft  to  the  importation  of  certain  of  the 
produdls  of  the  foreign  iflands,  is  hurtful  to  the  growers  of  the 
fame  commodities  in  Jamaica.  All  this  is  admitted  j  but  on  the 
other  hand,  conlidering  the  revenues  and  commerce  of  the  em- 
pire at  large,  as  objefts^of  fuperior  concern  to  local  interefts,  it 
cannot  be  denied,  that  the  woollen  and  cotton  manufadlories  of 
Great  Britain  are  of  too  great  importance  not  to  be  fupplied 
with  the  valuable  materials  of  indigo  and  cotton-wool,  on  the 
eafieft  and  cheapeft  terms  poffible.  The  quantities  of  thefe 
articles,  as  well  as  of  woods  for  the  dyer,  imported  in  foreign 
bottoms  into  the  free-ports,  are  very  con fiderable.  This  fubjedt 
was  thoroughly  investigated  by  the  Britifh  Houfe  of  Commons 
in  1774  (when  the  ad:  would  have  expired) ;  and  it  being 
given  in  evidence  that  thirty  thoufand  people  about  Manchefter 
were  employed  in  the  velvet  manufadlory,  for  which  the  St. 
Domingo  cotton  was  beft  adapted  ;  and  that  both  French  cotton 
and  indigo  had  been  imported  from  Jamaica  at  leail  thirty  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  fame  could  have  been  procured  at 
through  France — the  Houfe,  difregarding  all  colonial  oppofi- 
tion,  came  to  a  refolution,  "  that  the  continuance  of  free-ports 
in  Jamaica  would  be  highly  beneficial  to  the  trade  and  manu- 
faftures  of  the  kingdom."  The  acft  was  thereupon  renewed, 
and  has  fince  been  made  perpetual. 

But  the  main  argument  which  was  originally  adduced  in 

defence  of  the   eftablifhment  of  free-ports  in  Jamaica,  was 

H  h  2  founded 
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BOOK    founded  on  the  idea  that  thofe  ports  would  become  the  great 
'^-  mart  for  fupplying  foreigners  with  negroes.     It  was  faid,  that 

in  order  to  have  negroes  plenty  in  our  own  iflands,  every  en- 
couragement niufl:  be  thrown  out  to  the  African  merchant,  to 
induce  him  to  augment  his  importations,  and  that  no  encourage- 
ment was  fo  great  as  that  of  an  opportunity  of  felling  part  of 
them  to  foreigners  for  ready  money ;  a  temptation,  it  was  urged, 
which  would  be,  as  it  heretofore  had  been,  the  means  that  a 
number  would  be  imported  fufficient  both  for  the  planter's  ufe 
and  for  the  foreign  demand  j  and  it  was  added,  that  at  all  events 
the  French  would  deal  with  us,>if  the  Spaniards  would  not. 

Whether  it  be  a  wife  and  politick  meafure  at  any  time  to 
permit  Britifh  fubjedls  to  fupply  foreigners  with  African  la- 
bourersj  is  a  queftion  that  may  admit  of  difpute  (m) ..  I  mean, 
at  prefent,  to  confine  myfelf  only  to  a  recital  of  fadls  ;  and  it  is 
certain  that  the  very  great  demand  for  negroes  in,  the  Ceded 
Illands,  for  fome  years  after  the  aft  firft  took  place,  affefted 
the  Jamaica  import  in  a  high  degree;  and  in  1773,  a  cir- 
cumftance  occurred  which  was  thought  to  render  a  i-enewal 
of  the  free-port  law  a  meafure  of  indifpenfable  neceffity. 
In  that  year  the   Spanifh  Afliento  Company  at  Porto-Rico. 

(1)1)  The  re-export  of  negroes  from  the  Britifti  Weft  Indies,  for  thelaft  twenty 
years,  for  the  liipply  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  plantations,  has  not,  I  believe, 
exceeded  one-fifch  of  the  import.  It  was  greater  formerly,  and  during  the 
exiflience  of  the  Affiento  contrail,  exceeded  one-third. — Perhaps  it  would  be  found 
«n  the  whole,  that  Great  Britain  has,  by  this  means,  during  the  lafl  century,  fup- 
plied  her  rivals  and  enemies  with  upwards  of  500,000  African  labourers;  a  cir- 
eumftance  which  fufficiently  juftifies  the  doubt  that  I  entertain  concerning  the 
wifdom  and  policy  o£  this  branch  of  the  African  commerce. 

obtained 
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obtained  permiffion  to  remove  their  principal  fadlory  to  the     C  H  A  P. 
Havanna,  and  to  purchafe  flaves  in  any  of  the  neighbouring  ^• 

iflands,  tranfporting  them  to  their  own  fettlements  in  Spanifh 
veffels.  It  was  eafily  forefeen,  that  Jamaica,  from  its  vicinity 
to  the  chief  colonies  of  Spain,  in  which  negroes  were  moft  in 
demand,  would  engage  a  preference  from  the  purchafers  j 
wherefore,  that  encouragement  might  not  be  wanting,  the 
Britifh  parliament  not  only  renewed  the  free-port  law,  but  alfo 
took  off  the  duty  of  thirty  fhillings  flerling  a  head,  which,  xT* 
the  former  adl,  was  exadled  on  the  exportation  of  negroes, 
and  laid  only  a  duty  of  two  fhillings  and  fix- pence,  in  lieu  of 
it.  The  refult  was — that  the  import  for  the  next  ten  years, 
exceeded  that  of  the  ten  years  preceding,  by  no  lefs  than 
22,213  negroes:  and  the  export  furpaffed  that  of  the  former 
period,  to  the  number  of  5,952.  Such  part,  therefore,  of  this 
encreafed  export,  as  went  to  the  fupply  of  the  Spanirti  colo- 
nies, we  may  attribute  to  the  free-port  law ;  for  it  is  probable, 
from  the  circumftances  ftated,  that  the  ancient  contraband 
fyftem  is  nearly  at  an  end.  In  like  manner  it  may  be  faid  of 
the  importation  of  foreign  indigo  and  cotton,  that  if  it  be  not 
made  in  foreign  veffels,  it  will  ceafe  altogether ;  and  thus,  in- 
Head  of  infringing  the  navigation-adt,  as  fome  perfons  contend, 
the  meafure  of  opening  the  ports  is  fl:ri<5tly  confonant  to  the 
fpirit  of  that  celebrated  law ;  for,  by  furnifhing  an  augmenta- 
tion of  freights  to  Great  Britain,  it  tends  ultimately  to  the  en- 
creafe  of  our  fliipping. 

Having  now,  to  the  befl  of  my  judgment  and  knowledge, 
furniflicd  my  readers  with  fuch  particulars  as  may  enable  them 

to 
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to  form  a  tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  prefent  trade  and  pro- 
ductions of  Jamaica,  I  fhall  conclude  with  a  concife  difplay  of 
its  progrefs  in  cultivation  at  different  periods,  for  a  centurypaft. 

By  a  letter,  dated  March  the  29th,  1673, from  the  then  go- 
vernor. Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  to  Lord  Arlington^,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  it  appears,  that  the  iflandatthat  time  contained  7,768 
whites,  and  9,504  negroes;  its  chief  produdlions  were  cacao, 
indigo,  and  hides.  "  The  weather  (obferves  the  governor) 
has  been  feafonable,  and  the  fuccefs  in  planting  miraculous. 
Major-General  Bannifter  is  now  very  well,  but  by  the  next,  he 
fends- your  lordjlnp  a  pot  ofjugar,  and  writes  you  itsjiory."  It 
would  feem  from  hence,  that  the  cultivation  of  fugar  was  then 
but  juft  entered  upon,  and  that  Blome,  who  aflerts  there  were 
feventy  fugar- works  in  1670,  was  milinformed.  So  late  as  the 
year  1722,  the  ifland  made  only  eleven  thoufand  hogfheads  of 
fiigar,  of  fixteen  hundred  weight. 

From  that  time  I  have  no  authentick  account  until  the  year 
1734,  when  the  ifland  contained  7,644  whites  fnj,  86,546 
negroes,  and  76,011  head  of  cattle.  The  value  of  the  im- 
ports from  this  ifland  to  Great  Britain,  about  this  period,  were 
flated  (as  we  have  feen)  by  the  Commiffioners  of  Trade,  at 
jC- 539,499.  18.  3I  fl;erling.  Of  the  particulars  I  have  no 
account.  In  the  year  1739,  the  export  of  fugar  was  33>i 55 
hogflieads. 

(n)  The  circumftancc  of  the  decreafe  of  the  white  inhabitants  for  the  firft 
fixty  years,  may  appear  ftrange.  It  was  owing,  without  doubt,  to  the  decline  of 
the  privateering  trade,  which  gave  full  employment  to  the  firft  adventurers. 

.       In 
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In  1744,  the  numbers  were  9,640  whites,  112,428  negroes, 
and  88,036  head  of  cattle.  The  exports  at  this  period,  were 
nearly  about  353O00  hogfheads  of  fugar,  and  10,000  pun- 
cheons of  rum,  exclufive  of  fmaller  articles.  The  whole  might 
be  worth  jr.6oo,ooofl:erling. 

In  1768,  the  whites  were  fuppofed  to  have  been  17,000. 
The  number  of  negroes  on  the  tax-rolls  were  166,914,  and  the 
cattle  135,773  head.  The  exports  (the  value  of  which  could 
not  be  lefs  at  -that  time  than  1,400,000  fterling)  were  thefe: 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America      —      — 


Total        — 


(continued.) 


'Exports  from  Jamaica,  1768. 


Hhds.  of   Pun'  of 

Sugar,  of  Rum,  of 

16  cwt.    1 10  gal'. 

Bags  of 
Pimento, 
ofioolbs. 

Bags  of 
Ginger, 
of  70  lbs. 

Bags  of 
Cotton,  of 
200  lbs. 

Bags  of 
Coffee,  of 
100  lbs. 

1,49. 

2,712 

Tons  of 

Fuftick 
and  Log- 
wood. 

54,181 
1,580 

11,127 

4,424 

13,116 

738 

13.854 

2,551 
620 

2,21  I 
252 

4,035 

55»76i 

15.551 

3.17' 

2,463 

4,203 

4,035 

To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America      —      — 

Total         — 


Feet  of 
Mahogany. 

Tons  of 
Lig. 
Vits. 

Tons  of 

Nic. 

Wood  and 

Ebony. 

Gall^of 
Melaffes. 

Hides. 

Mifcella- 

neous 
Articles. 

443.9-0 

424,080 

120 

26 

201,960 
201,960 

2,287 

£■    s.    d. 

Value 

unknown. 

868,000 

120          26 

2,287 

Cultivation, 
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BOOK         Cultivation,  in  all  parts  of  Jamaica,  was  now  making 
,         '     ,    a  great  and  rapid  progrefs.     In  1774,  the  exports  were  confi- 
derably  encreafed :  The  following  account  of  them  is  extrafted 
from  the  books  of  office,  kept  within  the  ifland. 


Exports  from  Jamaica,  1774. 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America      —     — 


Total         — 


Hhds.  of 
Sugar,  of 
16  cvvt. 

Pun=  of 
Rum,  of 

no  gal'. 

Bags  of 

CofFee,  of 

100  lbs. 

Barrels  of 

Indigo,  of 

300  lbs. 

Bags  of 

Ginger, 
of  70  lbs. 

Bags  of 

Pimento, 

of  100 

lbs. 

76,344 
1,960 

17,348 
8,726 

3,684 
2,863 

6,547 

437 
I 

438 

2,348 

579 

i3>797 

78,304 

26,074 

2,927 

14,349 

(continued.)  , 


To  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
To  North  America      —     — 

Total         — 


Calksof 
ditto,  of 
300  lbs. 

Bags  of 

Cotton, 

of  200 

lbs. 

Hhds.  of 
MelafFes, 
60  galP. 

Tors  of 

Logwood, 

and 

Fuftick. 

1,286  i 
261 

Feet  of 
lyiahogany. 

Hides. 

276 

47 

2,022 

88 

6s 
1,020 

117,200 
12,080 

656 
8,636 

3^3 

2,110 

i>3^3 

129,280 

9,202 

The 
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The  amount  of  the  funi  total,  according  to  the  prices 
current,  including  the  fame  allowance  for  m.ifcellaneous  articles, 
of  which  no  precife  account  can  be  obtained  as  was  allowed  by 
the  Infpedlor-General  for  the  year  1787,  may  be  fairly  fhated 
at  two  millions  of  pounds  flerling. 

But  Jamaica  had  now  nearly  attained  the  meridian  of  its 
profperity  (71)  y  for  early  in  the  following  year,  the  fatal  and 
unnatural  war  which  has  terminated  in  the  difeiemberment  of 
the  empire,  began  its  deftrudiive  progrefs  j  in  the  courfe  of 
which,  the  blamelefs  inhabitants  of  this  and  the  reft  of  the 
Britifh  fugar  iflands,  felt  all  its  efFed:s  without  having  merited 
the  flighteft  imputation  ow  their  condu<ft.  Their  iburces  of 
fupply  for  plantation  neceffaries  were  cut  off,  and  protedlion  at 
fea,  if  not  denied,  was  not  given ;  fo  that  their  produce  was 
feized  in  its  way  to  Great  Britain,  and  confifcated  without  in- 
terruption or  mercy.  To  fill  up  the  meafure  of  their  calamities, 
the  anger  of  the  Almighty  was  kindled  againft  them  j — no  lefs 
than  five  deftrud;ive  hurricanes  in  the  fpace  of  feven  years, 
fpread  ruin  and  defolation   throughout  every  ifland  !   The  laft 

(n)  The  greateft  improvement  which  Jamaica  has  manifefted  fince  1774,  has 
been  in  the  encreafed  number  of  its  coffee  plantations.  In  that  year,  the  export 
of  coffee,  as  we  have  feen,  was  654,700  lbs.  In  1780,  the  crop  having  been 
{hipped  before  the  hurricane  happened,  the  export  was  735,392  lbs.  For  the 
chree  lafl:  years,  of  which  I  have  any  account,  the  export  was  as  follows  : 

1788    1,035,368  lbs. 

1789    1,493)282 

1790    1,783,740 

I  have  obtained  this  account  from  the  books  of  the  naval  officer  kept  in  tlie 
yiand. 

Vol.  I.  li  of 
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of  thefe  terrible  vifitAtions  in  Jamaica,  happened  in  1786^ 
Since  that  time,  however,  the  feafons  have  been  favourable  p 
and  the  crops  of  1788,  1789  and  1790,  were  conliderable. 
May  the  inhabitants  be  thankful,  that  it  has  thus  pkaied  the: 
Divine  Providence  to  remember  mercy  in  judgment;  and  may^ 
paft  misfortunes  teach  them  thofe  leiTons  of  fortitude,  frugality,, 
and  forelight,  which  always  alk-siate  afflictions,  and  fometimes. 
even  convert  them  into  bleilings. 

Nothing  now  remains- but  to  flate  the  value  of  this  ifland,, 
confidered  as  Britiili  property,-  of  which  the  eflimate  is  formed: 
as  follows  : — 250,000  negroes  at  fifty  pounds  fterling  each^ 
make  twelve  millions  and  a  half;  the  landed  and-  perfonal  pro- 
perty to  v/hich  thefe  njegroes  are  appurtenant  (including  the 
buildings)  are  very  fairly  and  moderately  reckoned  at  double 
the  value  of  the  fBives  themfelves  j.  making  twenty-five  millions- 
jn  addition  to  the  twelve  million  five  hundred  thouiand  pounds- 
I  have  fkated  before  y  and,  in  further  addition,  the  houfes  and 
property  in  the  towns,  and  the  veffels  employed  in  the  tradej- 
are  valued  at  one  million  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds  more  j 
amounting  ia  the  whole  to  thirty- nine  millions  of  pounds 
liberhng* 
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APPENDIX    TO    BOOK    IL 


APPEN. 

DIX. 


N  U  M  B  E 


I. 


Return  of  the  Number  of  Sugar  Plantations,  in  the 
Iflandof  JAMAICA,  and  the  Negro  Slaves  thereon,  on 
the  28th  March,  1789,  diftinguiihing  the  feveral  Parities. 


o 


o 
c 

D 
O 

U 


o 


Parifli  of  St.  Mary 
St.  Anne 


St.  John  -  -  - 
St.  Dorothy  -  -  - 
St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 
Clarendon  -  -  - 
Vera  -  _  _  - 
St.  Catharine 


«    c 

Negroes 

63 

thereon. 

12,065 

30 

4,908 

21 

3^713 

12 

1^776 

3i 

5.327 

5^ 

10,150 

lb 

5>279 

3 

408 

Total  in  the  County  of  Middkfex    - 


Parilh  of  St.  Andrew     -  -     _ 

St.  George     -  _       _ 

Portland      -  _       _ 

Port  Royal 

St.  David       -  -     - 

St.  Thomas  in  the  Eaft 

— ■ Kingfton         -     -      _ 


Total  in  the  County  of  Surry 


Parifh  of  Trclawney 

St.  James 

—     Hanover 

Weftmoreland 

St.  Elizabeth 


83 
67 
69. 
62 
26 


15,692 
I  2,482 

13.330 
1 1,219 

5)1 12 
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24 

3.540 

14 

2,795 

23 

2,968 

3 

358 

12 

1,890 

83 

15.786 

Nil. 

hza 


43j626 


^S9 


^1^331 


Total  in  the  County  of  Cornwall     -     -      307    57.^35 
Total  in  Jamaica     .r 

Ii2  NuJS(JBEB. 


-      710 


^§^ 
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NUMBER     IL 

An  Hijlorkd  Accowit  of  the  Conjlitiithn  of  yamaka ',  drawn  tiP' 
in  iy6^,for  the  mforniatio?!  of  hk  Majejiy's  Minifters,  by  hk 
Excelk?icy  William  Henry  Lyttelton  (aj,  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  that  If  and ^ 

T  does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  form  of  civil  govern- 
ment eftablifhed  in  the  ifland  of  Jamaica  before  the 
Reftoration  ;  when  Colonel  D'Oyley,  who  had  then  the  chief 
command  under  a  commiflion  from  the  lord  Protedlorj  was 
confirmed  in  that  command  by  a  commiffion  from  King  Charles,, 
dated  ths  13th  of  February,  1661.. 

His  commifllon,.  which  recites  the  king's  defire  to  give  all 
protedion  and  encouragement  to  the  people  of  Jamaica,  and. 
to  provide  for  its  fecurity  and.  good  government,  empowers 
him  to  execute  his  truft  according  to  fiich  powers  and  autho-- 
rities  as  are  contained  in  his  commiflion  and  the  inftrudlions 
annexed  to  it,,  and  fuch  as  fhould  from  time  to  time  be  given- 
to  him  by  his  majefty,  and  according  to  fuch  good,  juft,  and 
reafonable  cuftoms  and  conftitutions  as  were  exercifed  and; 
fettled  in  other  colonies  ^  or  fucK  other  as  fhould,  upon  mature 
advice  and  conlTderatibn,  be  held  neeeffary  and  proper  for  the 
good  government  and  fecurity  of  the  ifland,  providsd  they  were 
not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England.. 

(a)  Cseated  Lord  Weftcote,  of  the  kingdom  of  IrelandjJn  177.6. 

4^  It 
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It  further  empowers  him  to  take  unto  him  a  council  of  twelve  A  P  P  E  N- 
perfons,  to  be  eleSted  by  the  ■people  according  to  the  manner  pre*       DIX. 
fcribed  in  the  inftrudlions  j  and,  by  the  advice  of  any  five   or  »'~— * 

more  of  them,  to  conftitute  civil  judicatories,  with  power  to 
adminiiler  oaths ;  to  command  all  the  military  forces  in  the 
ifland,  and  put  in  force  and  execute  martial  law;  to  grant 
commiffions,  with  the  advice  of  his  council,  for  the  finding  out 
new  trades  ;  and  to  do  and  perform  all  other  orders  which 
might  conduce  to  the  good  of  the  ifland.  The  inftrudlions 
confift  of  fifteen  articles: 

The  firil  dii-edls  the  commifilon  to  be  publifhed,  and  the 
king  proclaimed. 

The  third  regulates  the  manner  of  electing  the  council', 
eleven  of  which  to  be  chofen  indifferently,  by  as  many  of  the 
ofKcers  of  the  army,  planters,  and  inhabitants,  as  could  be 
conveniently  admitted  to  fuch  eleftlon,  either  at  one  or  more 
places  J  which  faid  perfons,  with  the  fecretary  of  the  ifland, 
who  was  thereby  appointed  always  to  be  one,  were  ellablifhed' 
a  council,  to  advife  and  afllfl:  the  governor  in  the  execution  of 
his  truft,  and  five  were  to  be  a  quorum. 

The  fourth  and  fifth  articles  direcl:  the  taking  the  oaths,, 
and  fettling  judicatories  for  the  civil  aftairs  and  affairs  of  the- 
admiralty,  for  the  peace  of  the  ifland,.  and  determining; 
controverfy. 

The  fixth  dlre(fls  the  governor  to  difcoucitenance  vice  and 
debauchery,  and  to  encourage  minift:ers,.  that  Chriilianity  and 
the  proteftant  religion,  according  to  the  church  of  England,, 
might  have  due  reverence  and  excrcile  amongft  them. 

The 
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The  feventh  direds  the  fortifications  at  Cagway  to  be  com-v. 
pleted,  and  empowers  him  to  compel,  not  only  foldiers,  but 
planters,  to  work  by  turns. 

The  eighth  diredts  him  to  encourage  the  planters,  and  to 
aiTure  them  of  his  majefty's  protedion :  and,  by  the  ninth,  he 
is  to  caufe  an  accurate  furvey  to  be  made  of  the  ifland. 

By  the  tenth  it  is  direfted,  that  the  fecretary  fhall  keep  a 
regifter  of  all  plantations  and  the  bounds  thereof;  and  that  all 
perfons  fliall  be  obliged  to  plant  a  proportionable  part  thereof 
within  a  limited  time. 

The  eleventh  and  twelfth  diredt  all  encouragements  to  be 
given  to  fuch  negroes  and  others  as  {hall  fubmit  to  the  govern- 
ment, and  to  merchants  and  fuch  as  fhall  bring  any  trade  there, 
and  forbid  monopolizing. 

The  thirteenth  diredls,  that  any  veflel  which  can  be  fpared 
from  the  defence  of  the  ifiand,  fhall  be  employed  in  fetching 
fettlers  from  any  other  colonies,  and  that  no  foldiers  be  allowed 
to  depart  without  licence. 

The  fourteenth  relates  to  the  keeping  of  the  flores  and  pro- 
vlfions  fent  to  the  ifland  :  and  the  fifteenth  diredts  the  governor 
to  tranfmit,  from  time  to  time,  a  ilate  of  the  ifland,  and  all  hi-s 
proceedings. 

In  1662,  Lord  Windfor  was  appointed  governor  of  Jamaica, 
hy  commiflion  under  the  great  feal ;  which,  befides  containing 
the  fame  powers  as  thofe  contained  in  Col.  D'Oyley's  com- 
miffion,  direds,  thar,  in  cafe  of  Lord  Windfor's  dying  or 
l^^vin^  the  ifland,  the  government  fbali  devolve  on  the  council, 
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or  any  feven  of  them,  and  appoints  a  iaiary  of  two  thoufand  APPEN- 
pounds  per  ann.  payable  out  of  the  exchequer..  D I X. 

His  inftrudlions  Gonfift  of  twenty-two  articles.  The  firil; 
diredls  the  publication  of  his  commiffion  i  and  the  fecond,  the 
appointment  of  the  council,  according  to  his  commiffion  and 
the  inftrucflions..  But  it  muft  be  obferved  upon  this  article^ 
that  no  dired:ions  whatever  are  given,  either  in  the  commiffion,, 
which  refers  to  the  inftruftions,  or  the  inftrud:ions  themfelves,. 
as  to  tlie  mode  in  which  the  council  fliall  be  appointed;  but 

IT      APPEARS,     THAT      THE      GOVERNOR      NAMED      THEM^ 
HIMSELF, 

The  third,  fourth,  fifth,  fixth,  and  feventh  articles  relate  to 
the  adminifhering  oaths,  eflabliffiing  judicatures,  and  providing, 
for  the  fecurity  of  the  adjacent  ifles. 

The  eighth  diredls  encouragement  to  be  given  to  planters  to 
remove  to  Jamaica  from  the  other  colonies. 

The  ninth  direcfls  100,000  acres  of  land  to  be  fet  apart  in; 
each  of  the  four  quarters  of  the  ifland  as  a  royal  demefne,  a 
furvey  to  be  made,  and  a  regiller  kept  of  all  grants,  and  a. 
militia  formed. 

The  tenth  direcfls  the  planters  to  be  encouraged,  their  lands 
confirmed  unto  them  by  grants  under  the  great  feal,  and  ap- 
points 50,000  acres  of  land  to  the  governor,  for  his  own  ufe. 

The  eleventh  relates  to  the  encouragement  of  an  orthodox 
miniftry :  and  the  twelfth  eftablillies  a  duty  of  five  per  cent,,- 
upon  all  exports  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years. 

The  thirteenth,  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  fixteenth  articles 
sontain  general  diredtions  as  to  the  liberty  and  freedom  of  trade 

(except 
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(ex'cept  with  the  Spaniards)  affiftance  to  the  neighbouring 
plantations,  and  the  fecurity  of  the  ifland,  by  obliging  planters 
to  relide  in  bodies  together,  and  in  contiguous  buildings. 

The  feventeenth  diredts,  that,  as  an  encouragement  to  men 
■of  ability  to  go  to  the  iiland,  no  offices  fliall  be  held  by  deputy; 
•and  gives  a  power  to  the  governor  of  fufpenfion  or  removal,  in 
,cafe  of  bad  behaviour. 

The  nineteenth  empowers  the  governor  to  grant  royalties 
and  manors,  or  lordfhips,  to  contain  lefs  than  five  hundred 
acres. 

The  twentieth  empowers  the  governor,  with  advice  of  the 
council,  to  call  affemblies,  to  make  laws,  and,  upon  imminent 
■neceffity,  to  levy  money ;  fuch  laws  to  be  in  force  two  years, 
^.nd  no  longer,  unlefs  approved  of  by  the  crown. 

^c'^  t/je  proclamation  of  the  i\th  of  'Deceiiiher,  1661,  upon 
ivhich  the  people  of 'Jamaica  have  upon  any  occafion  laid.fo 
muchfrefs. 

This  proclamation  was  publiflied  by  Lord  Windfor  upon 
his  arrival ;  but  nothing  elfe  material  arifes  out  of  his  fhort  ad- 
miniftration  worth  notice,  for  he  flaid  but  twe  menths,  and  left 
the  iiland,  aijd  the  execution  of  his  commiffion,  to  Sir  Charles 
Lyttelton,  who  had  been  appointed  lieutenant-governor ;  and 
who  governed  with  the  advice  of  a  coui>cil  of  twelve,  appointed 
by  himfelf,  and  called  an  affembly  that  made  a  body  of  laws, 
amongfl  which  was  one  for  raifing  a  revenue. 

Nothing,  however,  which  appears  to  be  material,  as  to  the 
form  of  the  eonflitution,  oceured  during  his   adminiftration, 

which 
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vrhlch  continued  about  twenty  months  j  when  he  was  fuper-  APPEN- 
feded  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  who  was  an-  DIX. 
pointed  governor  in  chief  by  a  commiflion  under  the  great  fea^,. 
which  empowered  him  either  to  conftitute,  by  his  own  au- 
thority, a  privy-council  of  twelve  perfons,  or  to  continue  the 
pld  one,  and  to  alter,  change,  or  augmeat  it  as  he  thought 
proper;  to  create  judicatories  j  and  make  laws,  orders,  and 
conftitutions,  provided  they  did  not  extend  to  take  away  any 
right  or  freehold,  or  the  intereft  of  any  perfon  in  their  rightt 
or  freeholds,  goods  or  chattels,  and  that  they  were  tranfmitted 
to  his  majefty  for  allowance  or  d;ifapprobation» 

He  was  further  empowered  to  command  and  difcipline  all 
■lilitary  forces,  to  ufe  martial  law  upon  perfons  in  military  fer-. 
vice,  and  eflablifh  articles  of  war  j  to  create  courts  of  admi- 
ralty, according  to  fuch  authority  as  he~  fhould  receive  from- 
the  lord  high  admiral;  to  ereft  forts  and  fortifications;-  to 
^ftablifli  ports,  cities,  towns,  boroughs,  and  villages ;  to  create 
manors  and  lordfhips  ;  to  grant  charters  to  hold  fairs ;  to  take 
furveys,  and  keep  records  of  all  grants  of  lands,  under  fuch 
moderate  quit-rents,  fervices,  and  acknowledgments  as  he. 
fhould  think  fit ;  and  to  prefcribe  terms  of  cultivation ;  an^ 
grants  fo  made  under  the  feal,  and  enrolled,  were  to  be  good 
and  valid  againft  the  crown ;  to  grant  commiflions  for  fiinding 
out  new  trades;  to  pardon  all  offences,  except  murder  and 
treafbn,  and  in  thofe  cafes  to  reprieve  for  twelve  months. 

He  was  alfo  empowered,  with  the  advice  of  the  majority  of 
council,  to  frame  a  method  for  cftablifhing  general  aflcmblies, 
and  from  time  to  time  to  call  fuch  affemblies  together,  and 
with  their  confent  to  pafs  all  manner  of  laws,  referving  to  him 

Vol.  I.  K  k  a  negative 
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a  negative  voice  ;  as  alfo,  upon  imminent  occafions,  to  levy 
money.  Thefe  laws  not  to  extend  to  taking  away  any  one's 
freehold,  or  to  the  lofs  of  a  member,  and  to  be  in  force  only 
two  years,  unlefs  approved  and  confirmed  by  the  crown. 

This  commiffion  appoints  a  falary  to  the  governor   of  one 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  exchequer. 

The  inilruftions,  which  confifl  of  twenty  articles,  relate  to 
the  encouragement  to  be  given  to  planters  to  come  from  the 
other  colonies ;  to  the  allowance  fettled  upon  himfelf  and  the 
other  officers ;  and  extend  to  moft  of  the  points  contained  in 
Lord  Windfor's  inflruftions  3  but  diredl,  that  the  meafure  of 
fetting  out  the  400,000  acres,  as  a  royal  demefne,  fhall  be  fuf- 
pended ;  that  no  duties  iliall  be  laid  in  the  ifland  upon  the  im- 
port or  export  of  any  goods  for  twenty-one  years,  nor  lliall  any 
duty  be  laid  here  upon  the  produce  of  Jamaica  for  five  years. 
-  By  thefe  inftrudlioijs  it  appears,  that  the  crown  allowed  two 
thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fer  annum  for  the  fupport  of 
government ;  and  what  was  wanted,  over  and  above,  was  to 
be  made  good  by  a  duty  on  ftro  g  liquors,  either  made  or  im- 
ported, to  be  levied  by  the  authority  of  the  governor  and 
council. 


In  July,  1664,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  iiTued  writs  for  elect- 
ing two  aflembly-men  for  each  parifh ;  which  afiembly  met  in 
Odiober  following. 

It  does  not  appear  that  this  aflembly  fat  above  a  month  or 
two  before  they  were  diflblved;  but,  during  their  feffions,  they 

pafTed 
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paiTed  a  body  of  laws,  which  was  tranfmltted  to  the  lord  dv.xn-    A  P  P  E  N- 
cellor,  to  be  laid  before  the  crown  j   but,  not  being  confirmed,       ^  ^  ''^'' 
they  would,  have 'expired  at  the  end  of  two  years;   but   (as  I 
find    it    afferted    by    Lord  Vaughan)  the  governor  continued 
them  in  force  to  the  end  of  his  adminiflration,  by  an  order 
of  council.     I  cannot,  however,  find  this  order  upon  record, 
but,  after  that  time  a  great  many  ordinances  of  the  governor     ' 
and  council,  in  the  nature  and  form  of  laws;  in  fome  of  which 
it  v/as  declaredj  that  they  fhall  continue  in  force  until  another 
affembly  was  called,  and  then  to  be  confirmed,  altered,  or  re- 
pealed, as  that  afiembly  fhould  fee  convenient :  but  no  other 
alTembly  was  called  during  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  admini- 
flration. 


In  1670,  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  was  recalled,  and  Sir  Tho- 
mas Lynch  appointed  lieutenant-governor  and  commander  in 
chief,  with  the  fame  powers  as  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had. 

On  the  I  ft  of  December,  1671,  he  iffued  writs  for  calling 
an  affembly,  to  confift  of  two  perfons  for  each  parifh ;  which 
met  on  the  8  th  of  January,  and  fat  till  June  following,  wheoi 
the  governor  diffolved  them,  after  having  paffed  a  body  of 
laws,  which  were  tranfmitted  to  England,  but  were  not  con- 
firmed. 

In  May,  1673,  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  called  another  affembly  j 
but,-  upon  their  refufing  to  grant  money  for  the  fortifications, 
he  difiblved  it  after  fitting  only  a  few  days ;  and,  in  January 
following,  upon  confideration  that  two  years  were  almoft  ex- 
pired fmce  making  the  body  of  laws,  and  that  his  majefty  had 
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not  been  pleafed  to  fignify  his  royal  confent  to  them,  a  new 
afTembly  was  called,  which  inet  the  i8th  of  February,  and,  on 
the  1 4th  of  March,  a  new  body  of  Jaws  was  paffed,  which  wece 
tranfmitted  to  England;  but,  not  being  confirmed  by  tl» 
crown,  expired  at  the  end  of  two  years^ 


On  the  jd  of  December,   1674,  Lord  Vaughan  was  ap-- 
pointed  governor  of  Jamaica.     A  council,  confifting  of  twelve 
perfons,  was  named  in  the  commiifion,  with' power  to  him  to- 
•expel  or  fufpend  any  of  them,  and,  in  cafe  of  vacancies,  to  fiil 
up  the  council  to  nine     He  was  alfo  £mpowered  to  call  af- 
femblies,  according  to  the  ufage  of  the  ifland .;  and,  witli  the 
council  and  affembly,  to  pafs  laws,  which  laws  were  to  be  im 
force  for  two  years,  unlefs  the  crown's  pleafure  was  in  the 
-mean  time  fignified  to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer,  except  they 
were  approved  and  confirmed  within  that  time.     In  the  paff. 
ii»g  of  thefe  laws,  the  governor  was  to  have  a.  negative  voice, 
and  to  diflelve  any  aflcmbly,,a«.he  fhould  think  proper. 

Upon  Lord  Vaughan's  arrival  in  his  government,  he  called  ' 
an  affembly,  which  met  on  the  26th  of  April,  1675,  and  paffed 
-a  new  body  of  laws. 

It  does  not  appear  when  this  affembly  was  diffolved ;  but  in 
Maixh,  1676-7,  writs  were  iffued  for  a  new  affembly,  which 
anet  on  the  26th  of  that  month;  and,  having,  paffed  feveral. 
*ther  laws,  they  were  diffolved  on  the  2.6th  of  July  :  and  th« 
laws  paffed  by.  both  affemblies  having  been  tranfmitted  to 
•England,  the  council  took  them  into  their  confideration,  and, 
after  frequent  deliberations  upon  them,  and  many  alteration? 

propofed,  _, 


W  E  S  T     I  N  D  I  E  S.  25^ 

^ropofed,  they  were  referred,  with  the  council's  obfervations   APPEN- 
upon  them,  to  the  attorney-general  to  confider  thereof,  and      ^■^•^* 
to  form  a  new  body  of  laws  for  the  good  government  of  this 
ifland. 

With  thefe  -laws,  the  council  took  into  confideration  the  flat« 
and  conftitutionof  Jamaica,  and  made  the  reports  upon  it  here- 
unto annexed,  vide  Documents,  No.  i ,  2-. 

Thefe  reports  having  been  confirmed,  a  commiffion  paffed : 
the  great  feal,  constituting  Lord  Carlifle  governor  of  Jamaica, 
hy  which,  and  by  the  inflrudlions  annexed  thereto,  vide  No.. 
3,  4.  the. form  of  government  propofed'in  the  council's  report: 
was  adopted  and  eftablifhed. . 

Upon  Lord  Carlifle's  arrival 'in  his  government,  he  found 
the  people  very  rciuch  dillatisfied  with  and  averie  to  this  new 
form  of  government ;  as  will  better  appear  by  his  letters,  vidt 

No.  5.  ^^  7>  8.9*  10- 

Thefe  letters  and  papers  being  taken  into  confideration  by 
the  council,  as  alfo  a  report  thereon  by  the  committee,  the 
council,  on  the  4th  of  April,.  1679,  made  the.  order  No.  11  ; 
and,  on  the  28th  of  May  following,  the.  annexed  report.  No.  it, 
was  prefented  to  his  majefty,  .and,  being  approved,  wastranf- 
mjttedto  the  Earl  of  Garlifle,  with  the  annexed  letter.  No.  13. 

Upon  receipt  of  tli'efe  papers,  the  Lord  Carlifle  communi- 
cated them  to  the  a/lembly,  who  prefented  an.addrefs  inanfwer 
to  the  report  of  the  28th  of  May  j .  which  addrefs  was,  tranf- 
mitted  to  the,  council  by  Lord  Carlifle.     Fide  No,  14^  15,  16,, 
17,  18,  19,  20. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  1679-80,  the  council  took  into  con-^.- 
fideration  the  letters  received .  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle ;  and : 

the  J 
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the  annexed  extrads  (No.  ii  to  38,  inchifive)  of  their  pro- 
ceedings will  fhew  their  feveral  refolutions  and  direftions  in 
confequence  thereof. 

It  is  impoflible,  at  this  diHance  of  time,  to  judge  what  mo- 
tives could  have  induced  the  council,  after  they  had  fhewn  fo 
much  firmnefs  and  refolution  to  fupport  the  rights  of  the 
crown,  by  eflablifhing  in  Jamaica  the  Irifh  conflitution,  to  give 
the  point  up,  as  it  appears  they  did  by  the  annexed  explanatory 
commiffion  to  Lord  Carlifle,  No.  39,  which  contains  the  fame 
power  of  making  laws  in  aflembly  as  is  now  given  to  the  go:- 
vernor  of  Jamaica,  and  which,  from  that  time,  has  been  mi- 
nutely the  fame;  excepting,  only,  that,  in  i.7i.6>  ^the  governor 
was  direded,  by  inflrudions,  •  not  to  pafs  apy  Jaws  that  fhould 
repeal  a  law  confirmed  by  the  crown,  without  a  claufe  of  fuf- 
penfion,  or  firft  tran&iitting  the  draft  of  a  bill  i  and,  in  1,734, 
this  limitation  was  extended  to  all  laws  for  repealing  others, 
though  fuch  repealed  law  ilaould  not.  have  been  confirmed  by 
the  cvo^^nfbj. 

(b)  Neither  of  thefe  orders  are  enforced,  except  in  the  cafe  of  private  bills,  the 
afTembly  having  conftantly  rcfufed  to  admit  fufpending  claufes  in  any  publick  aft, 
and  the  crown  has  long  fince  given  up  the  point. 

It  is  impoffible  to  quit  this  Hiftorical  Account,  without  lamenting  that  its 
able  and  accompliflied  author  fhould  have  committed  himfelf  as  he  has  done  in 
the  concluding  paragraph.  The  wicked  attempt  to  introduce  an  arbitrary  form 
of  government,  he  terms  fupport Ing  the  jitft  rights  of  the  crown,  and  feems  very 
ferioufly  to  lament  that  the  privy-council  had  not  firmnefs  and  refolution  to  per- 
fifl:  in  their  projeft. 


D  OCIT- 
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HISTORICAL       ACCOUNT. 


NUMBER      I. 


The  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  foi  Trade 
and  Plantations  having  this  day  prefented  to  the  Board  the 
enfuing  Report ;  viz. 

May  it  please  your  majesty, 

E  having,  according  to  the  trufl  repofed  in  us   In  reference  to 
your   majefty's  plantations,  taken   in   confideration  the  prefent   A  P  P  E  N» 
ftate  and  government  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  particularly  fuch  matters       D I  X. 
as,  from  the  nature  of  affairs  as  they  now  ftand  there,  we  have  judged  ^    '  ' 

necefiary  to  be  recommended  to  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Car- 
lifle,  whom  your  majefty  has  been  pleafed  to  nominate  and  conftitute 
governor  of  the  faid  ifland ;  and  having,  after  feveral  meetings,  agreed 
upon  the  following  particulars,  we  moft  humbly  crave  leave  to  lay  theia 
before  your  majefty,  for  your  royal  determination. 

The  firft  point  that  did  occur  moft  worthy  to  be  confidered  by  us  was, 
the  power  and  manner  of  enading  laws  for  the  civil,  military,  and  ec- 
clefiartical  government;  and,  upon  taking  a  view  of  what  has  been  prac- 
tifed  fince  your  majefty's  happy  reftoration  in  the  legiflative,  we  find,  that 
the  methods  and  authorities  for  the  framing  and  ordaining  the  faid  laws 
have  been  only  fuch  as  were  direiSte'd  by  your  royal  commiffion  unto 
your  majefty's  feveral  goveraors,  or  preicribed  by  the  inftrudions  givea 
-^  themt 
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them  from  time  to  time  ;  and  that  as  the  conftitution  and  exigenqr  of 
affairs  have  often  changed,  fo  your  majefty  has  thought  fit  varioufly  to 
adapt  your  royal  orders  thereunto  j  and,  by  the  laft  commiflion,  given' 
unto  the  Lord  Vaughan,  your  majefty  was  pleafed  to  empower  his  lord- 
fliip,  with  the  advice  of  your  majefty's  council,  from  time  to  time  to  fum- 
mon  general  alTemblies  of  freeholders,  who  have  authority,  with  the 
advice  and  confent  of  the  governor  and  council,  to  make  and  ordain 
laws  for  the  governmem:  of  the  ifland;  which  laws  are  to  be  in  force  for 
the  Ipace  of  two  years,  except  in  the  mean  time  your  majefty's  pleafure 
be  fignified  to  the  contrary,  and  no  longer,  unlefs  they  be  confirmed  by 
your  majefty  within  that  time.  Having,  therefore,  diredled  our  thoughts 
towards  the  confequences  and  effedb  which  have  been  produced,  or  may 
arife,  from  this  authority  derived  unto  the  laid  freeholders  and  planters, 
■which  we  obferve  to  have  received  a  daily  increafe  by  the  refolutions  they 
have  taken,  lefs  agreeable  to  your  majefty's  intention,  we  do  moft  hum- 
bly offer  our  opinions,  that  the  la'vvs  rranfmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughai^ 
which  are  now  under  confideration  in  order  to.be  enafted  by  your  ma- 
jefty, may  be  entrufted  in  the  hands  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who,  upon 
his  arrival  in  the  ifland,  may  offer  them  unto  the  next  affembly,  that  they 
may  be  confented  unto  as  laws  originally  coming  from  your  majefty  -, 
and  that,  for  the  future,  no  legiflative  affembly  be  called  without  your 
majefty's  fpecial  direftions  j  but  that,  upon  emergencies,  the  governor 
do  acquaint  your  majefty  by  letters  with  the  neceffity  of  calling  fuch 
an  affembly,  and  pray  your  majefty's  cortfent  and  dire(!tions  for  their 
meeting ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  do  prefcnc  unto  your  majefty  a  fchemc 
of  fuch  afts  as  he  ftiall  think  fit  and  neceffary,  that  your  majefty  may 
take  the  fame  into  confideration,  and  return  them  in  the  form  wherein 
your  majefty  ftiall  think  fit  that  they  be  enafted  ;  that  the  governor, 
vpon  receipt  of  your  majefty's  commands,  ftiall  then  fummon  an  af- 
*Trtbly,  and  propofe  the  faid  laws  for  their  confent,  fo  that  the  fame  me- 
iliod  in  legiflative  matters  be  made  trie  of  in  Jamaica  as  in  Ireland,  ac- 
cordino- to  the- form  prefcribed  by  Poyning's  law;  and  that,  therefore, 
the  prefent  ftyle  of  enading  laws,  £y  the  governor,  council,  ayid  repre- 
Jcntatives  of  the  (ommcns  ajmbkd,  be  converted  into  the  ftyle  of,  Be  it 
-^^  ■    &         r"'  enaSltd  , 
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emcied  by  the  king's  mofi  excellent  majejiy,  by  and  vAth  the  conjcnt  of  the   A  P  P  E  N- 
general  ajfemhly,  D I  X. 

We  are  further  of  opinion,  that  no  efcheats,  fines,  forfeitures,  or  pe-  '  v 
nalties,  be  mentioned  in  the  faid  laws  to  be  applied  to  the  publick  ufe  of 
the  ifland ;  and  that  your  max-fty  do  inftrud  your  governor  to  difpofe 
thereof  for  the  fupport  of  the  government.  It  is  alfo  our  opinion,  that 
in  all  laws  for  levying  of  money,  and  raifing  a  publick  revenue,  the  claufes 
whereby  the  faid  levies  are  appropriated  unto  the  publick  ufe  of  the  ifland, 
without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefly,  or  unto  your  majefty  for  the 
faid  publick  ufe,  are  fo  far  derogatory  to  your  majefty's  right  of  fove- 
reignty,  that  they  ought  to  be,  for  the  future,  altered  and  made  agreeable 
to  the  ftyle  of  England. 

We  do  likewife  offer  it  unto  your  majefty  as  necefTary,  that  no  mi- 
nifter  be  received  in  Jamaica  without  licence  from  the  right  reverend 
the  lord  bifhop  of  London ;  and  that  none  having  his  lordfhip's  li- 
cence be  rejefted,  without  fufficient  caufe  alledged  ;  as  alfo,  that  in  the 
direftion  of  all  church  affairs,  the  minifter  be  admitted  into  the  refpec- 
tive  veflries. 

And  whereas  it  has  upon  fome  occafions  proved  inconvenient,  that  the 
members  of  the  council  have  been  conftituted  by  your  majefty's  com- 
mifTion ;  we  are  of  opinion,  that,  for  the  fliture,  they  be  only  named  in 
the  inflruftions  of  the  governor  j  for  the  flrengthening  of  whofe  autho- 
rity under  your  majefly  we  do  offer,  that  he  may  have  power  to  fufpend 
any  of  the  faid  members,  if  he  fee  juft  caufe,  without  receivlno-  the  ad- 
vice and  confent  of  the  council ;  and  alfo,  that  none  of  the  faid  fo  fuf- 
pended,  or  by  your  majefty's  order  difplaced,  from  that  trufl-,  may  be 
permitted  to  be  received  into  the  general  afTembly. 

And  whereas  nothing  can  contribute  more  to  the  welfare  of  your  ma- 
jefty's ifland,  than  that  all  means  be  found  out  for  the  increafe  of  trade ; 
we  do  offer,  for  the  encouragement  thereof,  that  a  mint  be  allowed  in 
Jamaica,  in  fuch  manner  that  no  prejudice  do  arife  unto  your  majefty's 
other  dominions,  or  that  what  bullion  is  brought  from  thence  may  be 
coined  here  in  England  j  provided  that  all  fuch  coins  may  bear  your 

Vol.  I.  L  1  majefty's 
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BOOK     majefty's    royal  fuperfcription,  and  not  be   impofed  in   payment  elfe- 
II.  where. 

' V '         All  which,  &c. 

Finch, 

D  A  N  B  Y, 

Worcester, 

Essex, 

Fauconberry, 

Craven, 

H.  Coventry. 

T&o.  Dolmax. 

His  majefty,  taking  the  fame  in  confideration,  was  pleafed 
to  approve  thereof;  and  did  order,  that  the  Right  ho- 
nourable Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  prepare  a  com- 
miffion  and  inftruftions  for  his  inajefiy's  royal  figna- 
ture,  for  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  according  to  the  tenor  of 
the  faid  report. 


N  U  M  B  E  R      11. 

Ji  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  i^th  of  February,  1677-8. 
Present,  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Upon  reading  this  at  the  board,  a  report  from  the  Right 
honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  in  the  words  following  : 

May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 
HAVING   received,  on  the   12th  of  January  laft  paft,  from  the 
Right  honourable  Mr,  Secretary  Coventry,  a  draft  of  a  commifTion  and 
.  inftruftioas 
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infiruftions  for  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  whom  your  majefty  has  appointed    A  P  P  E  N- 
to  be  your  governor  of  Jamaica;    and  having,   after  feveral  additions        D  I  X. 
and  alterations,  remitted  the  fame   unto  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  on  the     v__— v—— ' 
2d  inft.  we  crave  leave  to  ofFer  to  your  majefty  the  moft  material  points 
which  did  occur  unto  us  upon  perufal  of  the  faid  draft;  which  are  as 
foUoweth : 

ifl.  As  we  are  of  opinion  that  all  members  of  council  in  Jamaica 
may,  for  the  more  eafy  paffing  of  laws,  be  admitted  into  the  aflembly,  if 
duly  eleflred  by  the  freeholders;  fo  we  cannot  but  advife  your  majefty, 
that  as  well  the  members  of  the  faid  council  fufpended  by  your  majefty's 
governor,  as  the  members  difplaced  by  your  majefty,  may  be  rendered 
incapable  during  which  fufpenfion  of  being  admitted  into  the  affembly. 

ad.  That  although  your  majefty  has,  by  an  order  of  the  i6th  of  No- 
vember laft  paft,  thought  fit  that  no  affembly  be  called  without  your 
majefty's  efpecial  leave  and  direftions;  we  think  it  very  important,  for 
your  majefty's  fervice  and  fafety  of  the  ifland,  that  in  cafe  of  invafion, 
rebellion,  or  fome  other  very  urgent  neceffity,  your  majefty's  o-overnor 
may  have  power,  with  the  confent  of  the  affembly,  to  pafs  afts  for 
raifing  of  money,  to  anfvver  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent  ne- 
ceffities. 

3d.  That  whereas  hitherto,  within  your  majefty's  ifland  of  Jamaica, 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy  have  not  been  impofed  on  perfons 
that  bear  any  part  of  the  government,  except  the  members  and  officers 
of  the  council,  and  all  judges  and  juftices;  fo,  for  the  prevention  of  fu- 
ture inconveniencies,  and  greater  affurance  of  loyalty,  towards  your  ma- 
jefty, we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  all  perfons  eledled  into  the  affembly 
fliall,  before  their  fitting,  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy, 
which  your  majefty's  governor  fliall  commiffionate  fit  perfons,  under  the 
fcal  cf  the  ifland,  to  adminifter  unto  them,  and  that,  without  takino- the 
faid  oaths,  none  fliall  be  capable  of  fitdng,  although  elefted. 

We  have  likewife,  purfuant  to  your  majefty's  orders,  prepared  a  body 
of  laws,  fuch  as  the  Right  honourable  the  Earl  of  Carlille  may  be  em- 
powered to  carry  with  him,  and  to  offer  unto  the  affembly  of  Jamaica  for 
their  confent.  Whereas  we  do  not  find,  fince  your  m.ajefty's  happy  reftora- 
tion,  that  any  laws  tranfmitted  from  your   majefty's    plantations   have 

L  I  2  been 
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been  confirmed  by  your  majefty,  cither  under  the  great  feal  of  Eng- 
landj  or  any  other  fignification  of  your  majefty's  pleasure  (the  aft  of  four 
and  a  half  ■per  cent,  in  the  Caribbee  iflands  only  excepted,  which  was 
confirmed  by  the  order  of  council)  and  the  intended  method  cf  ena^'ing 
laws  in  Jamaica  hath  not  as  yet  been  put  in  pradlice ;  we  humbly  crave 
your  majefty's  royal  determination,  whether  the  faid  laws  fhall  pafs  only 
by  order  of  your  majefty  in  council,  or  under  the  great  feal  of  England, 
that  we  may  accordingly  be  enabled  fitly  to  prefent  them  unto  your 
royal  view. 

All  which,  ^c. 

His  majefty  was  pleafed  to  order,  that  Mr.  Secretaiy  Co- 
ventry do  prepare  Lord  Carlifle's  commiffion  and  in- 
llruftions  concerning  thefe  matters  accordingly :  and  as  for 
the  laws  of  the  faid  ifland,  his  majefly  by  an  order  of  the 
board,  hath  been  pleafed  this  day  to  declare  his  pleafure, 
that  they  fhall  pafs  under  the  great  feal  of  England. 


NUMBER     III. 

ExtraEl  of  King  Charles  the  Second's  Commiffion  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijle. 

AND  we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  with  the  advice  and 
confent  of  the  faid  council,  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time, 
as  need  fhall  require,  to  fummon  or  call  general  aflemblies  of  the  free- 
holders and  planters  within  the  faid  iOand,  and  other  the  territories 
under  your  government,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  hath  been  formerly 
praftifed  and  ufed  in  the  faid  iQand  of  Jamaica. 

And  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  the  perfons  thereupon  duly  elefted, 
and  having  before  their  fitting  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupre- 
macy,  (which  you  fliall  commiflionate  fit  perfons,  under  the  feal  of  our 
ifland'  to  adminifler,  and  without  taking  which  none  fliall  be  capable  of 
fittincr'  though  elefted)  Ihall  be  called  and  held  the  general  aflembly  of 
■=  °  the 
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the  faid  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the   territories  thereon  depending;    A  P  P  E  N- 
and  fhall  have  fliU  power  and  authority  to  agree  and  confent  unto  all       D  I  X. 
fufh  ftatutes  and   ordinances  for   the  pubHck  peace,  welfare,  and  good    *— -v       ' 
government  of  the  faid  Ifland,  and  other  the  territories   thereon  depend- 
ing,  and  the   people  and  inhabitants   thereof,   and  fuch  others  as  fliall 
refort  thereunto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  as  having 
been  by  you,  with   advice   and  confent   of  the  faid  council,  framed  and 
tranfmitted  unto  us,  in  order  to  be  here  enafted,  by  our  giving  our  con- 
fent thereunto,  fhall  be  by  us  approved  and  remitted  unto  you  under  our- 
great  feal  of  England;  which  faid  ftatutes,  laws,  and  ordinances,  are  to 
be  by  you  framed  as  near  as  conveniently  may  be  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  our  kingdom  of  England. 

And  we  do  hereby,  neverthelefs,  authorize  and  empower  you,  in  cafe 
of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  fome  very  great  necelTity,  to  pafs  an  adl  or  a£l:s, 
by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  general  aflembly,  without  tranfmitting  the 
fame  firft  to  us,  to  raife  money  within  tlie  faid  ifland,  and  the  territories 
■within  your  government,  to  anfwer  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent 
neceflities. 

And  we  give  you  likewife  full  power,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  fhall 
judge  it  neceffary,  to  diflblve  all  general  aflemblies,  as  aforefaid., 


NUMBER     IV. 

ExtraSi  of  King  Charles  the  Second's  Injiriiflicns  to  the  Earl  of  Carlijtti. 

AND  whereas  by  our  commiflion  we  have  diredted:  that,  for  the 
future,  no  general  afl"embly  be  called  without  our  fpecial  direftions;  but 
that,  upon  occafion,  you  do  acquaint  us  by,  letter  with  the  neceflity  of 
calling  fuch  an  aflembly,  and  pray  our  confent  and  diredtions  for  their 
meeting;  you  ftiall,  at  the  fame  time,  tranfmit  unto  us,  with  the  advice 
and  confent  of  the  council,  a  draft  of  fuch  afts  as  you  fliall  think  fit 
and  necefl^ary  to  be  pafl^ed,  that  we  may  take  the  fame  into  our  confi- 
deration,  and  return  thcnn  in  the  form  we  Ihall  think  fit  to  be  enaded:. 

in 
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in  njid  upon  the  receipt  of  our  commands,  you  fliall  then  fummon  an 
alj'en-bly,  and  propofe  the  faid  laws  for  their  conient. 

And  accordingly  we  have  ordered  to  be  delivered  unto  you  herewith,  a 
certain  body  of  laws,  for  the  ufe  of  our  fiiid  illand,  framed  in  purfuance 
of  ether  laws  tranfmitted  unto  us  by  former  governors,  with  fuch  altera- 
tions and  amendments  as  we  have  thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  our 
privy-council  here;  which,  upon  your  arrival  in  our  faid  ifland,  you  fhall 
offer  unto  the  next  afiembjY,  that  they  may  be  confented  to  and  enafted 
as  laws  originally  coming  from  us. 

We  are  willing,  neverthelefs,  that  in  cafe  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or 
fome  very  urgent  neceffity,  you  pafs  an  adl  or  afts,  with  the  confent  of 
the  general  alTembly,  without  tranfmitting  the  fame  firft  unto  us,  to  raile 
money  within  the  faid  ifland,  and  the  terriiories  depending  thereon,  to 
anfvver  the  occafions  arifing  by  fuch  urgent  necefllties. 

And  you  fhall  take  care  that  the  prefent  ftyle  of  enadling  laws,  By  the 
governor,  council,  and  reprejentatives  of  the  commons  ajfembled,  be  converted 
into  the  ftyle  of,  Be  it  enaSfed  by  the  kings  mojl  excellent  majejly^  by  and 
with  the  confent  of  the  general  afj'embly. 


NUMBER     V. 

ExtraSi  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Car  life  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

I  HAVE  fpoken  with  feveral  of  the  council,  and  find  fome  of  them 
much  diffatisfied  at  the  alterations  in  the  laws  and  manner  of  paffing 
them,  particularly  at  the  latter  part  of  the  claufe  in  the  militia  bill : 
«  but  that  in  all  things  he  may,  upon  all  occafions  or  emergencies,  aft 
"  as  captain-general  and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purJu- 
"  ance  of  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  him  by  his  majefty's 
"  commifllon ;  any  thing  in  this  cafe,  or  any  other,  to  the  contrary  in 
"  anywife  notwithftanding;"  which  they  are  jealous  of,  left  that  thereby 
they  ftiall  make  it  legal  to  execute  all  inftruftions  that  either  are  or  fhall 
be  fent  to  me,  or  any  other  fucceeding  governor;   which  fcruple  might 

cafily 
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eafily  be  avoided,  but  that  the  great  feal  being  affixed    to    the   laws,    I    A  P  P  E  N- 
have  no  pov/er  to  make  alteration,  which  I   might  have  done  both  to       D  I  X. 

their  fatisfaftion  and  the  prefervation  of  the  king's  rig'its.     The  aft  for    '     ~v ' 

the  revenue,  too,  I  fear  will  not  without  difficulty  pafs  j  but  I  fhall 
endeavour  all  I  can  to  bring  them  to  pafs,  for  wliich  I  have  greater 
inducements  than  my  being  here,  without  any  hopes  from  the  prefent 
ftate  of  the  treafury,  which  is  exhaufted  aad  in  debt  for  their  new 
fortifications. 


N  U  M  B  E  R      VI. 

Co^y  of  a  Letter  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,- 

St.Jago,  wth  September,  1678. 
Sir, 

THE  affembly  met  on  the  2d  inftant,  and,  I  find,  are  fo  diflatiified 
■with  the  alteration  of  the  government,  that  I  queftion  whether  they 
•will  pafs  any  of  chefe  laws  :  they  have  objeftions  againft  feveral  of  them  j 
as  the  adl  for  the  revenue  that  is  perpetual,  and  may  be  diverted;  they 
are  nettled  at  the  exprefTion  in  tlie  preamble,  that  the  revenue  was  raifed 
by  the  governor  and  council;  and  though  they  cannot  deny  it  to  be 
truth,  yet  they  fay  that  council  was  eledted  by  the  people,  and,  thouf^h 
continued  under  the  name  of  a  council,  yet  was  in  efFeft  an  aflembly  or 
reprefentatives  of  the  people. 

I  have  given  into  their  hands  a  copy  of  that  a<5l  and  fourteen  more, 
and  gave  them  liberty  to  compare  them  with  the  original.  The  aft  of 
militia  and  fome  others  I  keep  by  me,  till  I  fee  what  they  will  do  with 
thofe  they  have.  All  the  adts  are  not  yet  tranfcribed;  for  but  one- 
man  can  write  at  a  time,  and  they  are  bulky ;  but  1  have  enough  to  keep 
them  employed.  The  fpeaker  came  to  me  on  Saturday,  to  defire  liberty 
to  adjourn  for  a  few  days,  which  I  confented  to,  and  they  adjourned  till 
Thurfday  morning.  Lieut.  Col,  Beefton  is  fpeaker,  who  I  recom- 
mended to  them  upon  Sir  H.  Morgan's  affurances  that  he  would  behave 

himfelf 
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himfelf  well.  He  hath  the  general  repute  of  an  honeft  and  difcreet  gen- 
tleman, though  he  figned  the  order  about  the  privateer,  at  which  fo 
much  offence  was  taken ;  but  I  am  fatisfied  he  was  no  further  faulty, 
than  in  complying  with  the  direftions  of  the  affembly  :  and  I  the  rather 
propofed  him  (whom  they  had  a  mind  to  choofe)  to  gain  the  point 
quietly  of  recommending,  which  my  Lord  Vaughan,  I  am  told,  neg- 
Icfted  to  do. 

The  afiembly  appointed  a  committee  to  compare  thefe  laws  with  their 
former :  it  is  faid  they  differ  in  many  things,  efpeclally  from  thefe  laws 
laft  fent  from  Lord  Vaughan,  which  are  moft  ufefully  framed  for  their 
prefent  benefit. 

Popular  difcourfes  here  as  well  as  in  England  ;  and  I  find  a  few  men's 
notions  have  taken  foch  place  with  the  leading  men  of  the  afifembly, 
that  they  rather  fet  themfelves  to  frame  arguments  againft  the  prefent 
conftitution,  than  to  accommodate  things  under  it.  I  cannot  yet  tell 
you  what  courfe  I  fhall  take  to  remove  this  difficulty ;  but  I  will  do  the 
beft  I  can.  I  find  one  of  the  council  more  faulty  in  this  than  any  man 
in  the  ifland,  but  am  unwilling  to  name  him  till  I  have  tried  the  utmoft 
to  reclaim  him. 

Whilfl  we  are  here  bufy  about  fmall  matters,  I  doubt  your  hands  are 
full  of  greater,  and  may  therefore  forget  us.  We  hear  the  French  and 
Dutch  are  agreed. 


I  am,  Sio 


Your  moft  humble  Tervant, 

CARLISLE. 


NUMBER      VIL 

ExiraSI  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlijle  to  the  Committee^ 
l^tb  October,  1678. 
My  Lords, 
I  HAVE  met  with  the  difficulties  here  I  forefaw,  but  couki  neither 
ivoid  nor  prevent,  in  England.     The  general  affembly  meeting  on  the 

ad 
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2d  of  September  laft,  I  recommended  and  fent  to  them  the  feveral  bilk  A  P  P  E  N- 
I  brought  over  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  for  their  confent  to  be  D  I X. 
enafted ;  but  being  much  diflatisfied  at  the  new  frame  of  government,  *— ^~— » 
and  their  lofing  their  deliberative  part  of  power  in  altering  and  amending 
laws,  they  would  not  pafs  any  one  of  them,  but  threw  them  all  out  j 
but  prepared  an  addrefs,  with  a  bill  of  impofl:  upon  wines  and  other 
ftrong  liquors  for  one  year,  without  giving  me  notice  thereof,  in  fuch 
terms  and  form  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it :  but  afterwards  chang- 
ing the  flyle  of  enafting,  as  direftcd  in  my  inftrudlions,  with  fome  other 
amendments  to  this  bill,  the  publick  neceffities  of  the  ifland,  having 
contrafted  many  debts  from  new  fortifications  and  falaries  already  due, 
requiring  it,  I  gave  the  royal  aflent;  and  then,  on  the  12th  this  inftant 
Oftober,  I  diffolved  them.  My  earneft  fuit  to  all  your  lordfhips  is, 
that  you'll  pleafe  to  have  me  in  your  thoughts,  and  the  prefent  flate  of 
this  colony  under  your  lordfhips'  confideratlon,  for  fome  expedient  which 
may  be  elucidatory  to  the  power  given  me  by  my  commiffion  and  in- 
ftruflions,  which  may  quiet  the  minds  of  perfons  generally  diffatisfied 
in  this  ifland,  which  is  moft  certainly  under  the  greateft  hopes  of  im- 
provement of  all  the  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  therefore  moft  fit 
for  to  be  encouraged,  with  the  king's  countenance  and  fupport,  with 
good  and  acceptable  laws. 

What  bills  I  fliall  fend  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  I  pray  may  be 
difpatched  fpeedily  when  brought  before  your  lordftiips,  and  received ; 
an  order  to  be  paffed  through  all  offices  without  delay,  being  in  part  of 
what  is  fo  very  much  wanting  towards  the  fupport  of  the  good  govern- 
ment of  this  ifland. 

NUMBER      VIIL 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  the  Committee. 
My  Lords, 
A  FORTNIGHT  ago  I  gave  you  an  account   upon   what  terms 
I  had  parted  with  the  affembly.     I  have  fince  thoroughly  confidered  of 
what  might  in  this  place  moft  conduce  to   his  maiefty's  fervice,  and 
eould   not   think   of   any   better  expedient   than  to   fend  the  bearer 
Vol.  I.  M  m  m/ 
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Mr.  Atkinfbn  to  -wait  upon  your  lordfhlps.  He  was  Secretary  to  Sir 
Thomas  Lynch  and  my  Lord  Vaughan,  and  has  been  enough  acquainted 
with,  all  my  proceedings  fince  my  arrival,  To  as  perfeftly  able  to  iorhfy 
your  lordlhips  in  any  thing  you  may  defire  to  know  concerning  the 
place,  and  to  lay  before  you  all  the  feveral  interelU  of  his  inajefty 
relating  to  it. 

My  lords,  I  find  that  the  prefent  form  appointed  for  the  making  and 
paffing  of  laws,  confidering  the  diftance  of  the  place,  is  very  impraftica- 
ble,  befides  very  diftafteful  to  the  fe:ife  of  the  people  here,  as  you  may 
cbferve  by  the  afTembly's  addrefs  to  mej  and  if  yo\ir  lordfhips  will" 
picafe  to  move  his  majefty  to  fend  me  a  general  inftruftion  to  call' 
another  aflembly,  and  to  re-cnafl  and  make  what  laws  are  fit  for  this 
place,  I  could  then  order  die  matter  to  conclude  effeftually  to  his 
majedy's  fervice.  I  have,,  by  Mr.  Atkinfon,  fent  you  the  drafts  of  fuch 
bills  as  are  the  moft  fundamental  and  chiefly  concern  his  majefLy's 
intereft;  and  I  do  afllire  you,  that  I  will  not  in  any  material  point  vary 
from  them.  He  will,  when  your  lordfhips  order  him.  to  attend  you, 
lay  them  all  before  you,  and,  I  believe,  give  your  lordihips  fuch. 
thorotjgh  fatisfaftion,  that  you  will  reft  affured  that  what  I  defire  is  for 
his  majefty's  fervice,  and  that  I  fhall  be  enough  enabled  by  It  to  fettle 
every  thing  upon  fo  good  a  foundation,  that  neither  his  majefty  nor 
your  lordftiips  will  ever  repent  of  having  made  any  deference  to  ray 
opinion-,  in  it,  my  lords,  much  fuccefs  depends  upon  the  difpatch,  and., 
of  the  circumftances  Mr.  Atkinfon  will  give  you  an  account.  His 
bufinefs  is  wholly  to  attend  your  lordlliips,  and,  I  believe,  he  will  always 
be  in  die  way.  He  hss  prayed  me  to  intercede  with  your  lordfliips,  to 
excufe  what  erroi's  he  may  commit,  as  having  been  a  Weft-Indian  for 
thefe  eight  years  paft,  and  do  on  his  behalf  beg  that  favour  of  your 
lordfliips;  but  hope  that  he  will  prove  fo  difcreet,  as  to  give  your  lord- 
fliips no  manner  of  offence-  I  thought  it  the  rendieft  and  beft  way  to 
have  all  things  rightly  underftood,  and  do  hope  that  ifllie  v/ill  be  pro- 
duced fiom  it. 

I  am,  your  Lordflilps'nioft  humble,  and  obedient  fcrvant, 

CARLISLE. 
St.  Jago  de  la  Vega-,  Nov,  15,  1678, 

X  NUMBER 
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N  U  M  B  E  R    IX. 

Mxira^ofa  LeiUr  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  Mr.  Setretary  Coventry. 

■  ■■  "on  the  2d  of  September  lad,  the  general  affembly  met ;  but  under    A  P  P  E  N- 
fo   much  diffatisfaftion  from  the  new  frame  of  government,  and  th^ir       D I  X. 
lofmg  their  deliberative  part  of  power,  in  framing,  altering,  and  amend-     v_— v— ' 
ing  lawsj  that  they' fpenc  near  a  fortnight  very  uneafily  about  fo me  of 
the  laws,  and  would  have  begun  with  the  bill  of  revenue  ta  have  thrown 
that  out  firft,  as   a  mark  of  their  difallowing  the  new  method  of  govern- 
ment,   being   io    highly  incenfed   that    diey  were   near   queftioning    the 
king's   power   and   authority  to    do    it:    infomuch,    that   I,    taking  the 
maintenance    thereof  to    be   in    my    charge,    and   finding  fome  of  the 
council  equally  difgufted  at  the   change  of  government,  and   foreleeing 
that  it  was  like  to  encourage  difcontent  in   the  alTembly,  to  take  them 
off,  and  leave  the  affi-mbly  upon  their  humour  by   themfelves,  I 

thought  it  abfolutely  necellary  to  put  this  queftion  to  each  of  the 
counfellors,  in  thefe  words:  "  Do  you  fubmit  and  confent  to  this  pre- 
"  fent  form  of  government  which  his  majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  order 
"  for  this  ifland  of  Jamaica?"  To  which  the  chief-juftice,  Col.  Long, 
refufed  to  anfwer,  with  two  more.  Col.  Charles  Whitfield  and  CoL 
Thomas  Freeman.  The  chief-juftice,  being  a  man  of  very  great  influ- 
ence upon  the  afl'embly,  I  prefently  fufpended,  and  gave  the  other  two 
(lefs  dangerous)  till  morning  to  confider  on  it:  and  then  the  chief- 
juftice  fent  to  me  his  fubmiffion  under  his  hand,  and  Col.  Freeman 
fubmittedj  but  Col.  Charles  Whitfield,  otherwife  a  very  good  man, 
"Went  away  into  the  country.  ' 

The  aflembly  received  and  examined  all  the  laws  I  brought  over,  and 
drew  up  their  reafons  againft  pafTing  them  j  of  each,  many  wa-e  very  frivo- 
k)us,  and  the  bcft  was,  becaufe  they  were  not  compared  with  and  amended 
by  the  laft  laws  of  my  Lord'''"aughan's,  now  with  you,  and  received  fome 
two  days  before  my  coming  away,  the  fleet  dien  flaying  in  the  Downs, 
-and  my  departure  much  preffed  upon  tlie  expectation  of  war.     Thefe 
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reafons  againft  the  revenue  bill  I  anfwered  individually;  but  no  naeans 
or  endeavours  either  I  myfelG  the  council,  or  both  could  ufe,  would 
prevail  with  them  to  pafs  any  one  of  them ;  and  I  look  upon  this  to  be 
their  chief  reafon,  that  by  not  paffing  them  they  might  the  better  fhcw 
their  diflike  of  that  new  way  of  government ;  though  tiiey  urge  this  for 
their  enjoying  a  power  of  altering  and  amending  laws,  the  necelfity  of 
changing  them  as  often  as  occafions  do  require,  and  the  diftance  from 
this  place  is  fo  great,  that  before  the  king's  approbation  can  be  obtained 
to  a  law,  and  returned  hither,  it  may  be  fit  for  the  publick  good  either  to 
lay  that  law  afide,  or  much  to  change  and  alter  it ;  and,  indeed,  in  this 
part  of  the  objeflion  I  think  they  are  in  the  right,  for  that  they  will 
want  temporary  laws  till  the  colony  be  better  grown :  and,  upon  tho- 
rough confideration  of  the  whole  matter  in  this  part,  I  am  of  opinion 
it  is  very  advifable  and  requifite  that  there  ihould  be  leave  and  power 
from  the  king  to  make  laws  (not  relating  to  his  majefty's  power  or  pre- 
rogative) to  endure  for  fome  term  till  his  royal  approbation  may  be  had 
therein;  and  of  this  I  do  earneftly  entreat  your  care. 

Having  ufed  all  methods  poffible  with  the  feveral  members  apart, 
and  jointly  with  the  body  of  the  affembly,  for  the  paffing  the  laws,  I 
was,  after  many  conferences  and  debates,  and  feveral  adjournments, 
firuftrated,  and  they  threw  them  all  out.  Afterwards,  in  a  full  body,  by 
the  fpeaker  they  gave  me  the  inclofed  addrefs,  and  prefented  to  me  a 
bill  for  a  publick  impoft,  prepared,  without  giving  me  notice  thereof^  in 
fuch  terms  and  forms  as  was  not  fit  for  me  to  pafs  it  in ;  but  at  laft  in 
fome  part  confented  to  fuch  amendments  as  I  and  the  council  thought 
fit,  changing  the  ftyle  of  enafting  as  direfted  in  my  inftruftions,  but 
reftraining  it  to  one  year,  from  a  fear  that  if  they  fhould  have  made  it 
perpetual,  they  fhould  be  aflembled  no  more,  but  be  governed  by 
governor  and  council  as  they  were  in  Col.  D'Oyley's  time,  when  they 
enafted  laws,  not  only  for  the  revenue  but  other  occafions,  by  governor 
and  council,  and  fome  part  of  Sir  Charles  L-yttelton's  time,  as  appears 
by  our  council-book  upon  the  place;  and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  had 
an  inftrudlion  to  continue  this  revenue  by  order  of  governor  and  council, 
the  affembly  in  his  life-time  paffing  it  perpetual;  and  in  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch's  time  the  affembly  made  it  perpetual,  but,  for  want  of  the  king's 

confent 
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Gonfent  they  both  are  fallen  j   but  now,  the  aflembly  fay,  they  are  of  a    APPEN- 
better  underftanding  than  to  give  the  reins  out  of  their  own  hands.  D I X. 

To  this  bill,  the  ifland's  affairs  being  under  great  preflures  from 
publick  debts  contrafted  for  the  new  fortifications  and  falaries  already 
due,  I  gave  the  royal  afTentj  and  then,  being  the  12th  inftant,  I 
diffolved  them. 

Which  having  done,  and  not  being  fatisfied  with  the  behaviour  of 
the  aflembly  in  their  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  government  I  flood 
charged  with,  mofl  of  them  being  in  military  trufts,  I  put  this  queftion 
to  each  of  them :  "  Do  you  fubmit  to  this  form  of  government  which 
"his  majefty  hath  been  pleafed  to  order  for  this  illand  of  Jamaica?" 
to  which  feveral  of  them  neither  gave  me  a  dutiful  nor  chearflil  anfwerj 
fbme  did,  and  at  this  fome  are  much  difTatisfied, 


N  U  M  B  E  R     X. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Excellency, 
WE,  the  members  chofen  by  his  majefly's  writ  to  be  the  general  af^ 
fembly  for  this  his  ifland  of  Jamaica,  do,  with  a  great  deal  of  thankful- 
nefs,  acknowledge  the  princely  care  which  his  majefty  hath  been  ever 
pleafed  to  have  of  this  his  colony,  and  of  which  your  excellency  hatli 
likewife  given  to  us  very  late  and  frefh  alTurances:  and,  in  obedience  to 
his  majefly's  commands,  we  have  perufed  the  feveral  bills  which  your 
excellency  fent  us;  and,  having  duly  examined  the  matters  contained 
in  them,  we  could  not  give  our  confent  to  any  of  them,  there  being 
divers  fundamental  errors,  which  we  particularly  obferved,  and  did  caufe 
them  to  be  entered  in  our  journal;  and  from  the  confideration  of  them 
we  cannot  but  reflect,  and  do  humbly  beg  your  excellency  to  reprefent 
unto  his  moft  facred  majefty,  the  great  inconveniencies  which  are  like 
to  redound  unto  this  his  ifland  by  this  method  and  manner  of  pafling  of 
laws,  which  is  abfolutely  impradticable,  and  will  not  only  tend  to  the 
great  difcouragement  of  the  prefent  planters,  but  likewife  put  a  very 
fatal  ftop  to  any  further  profecution  of  the  improvement  of  this  place, 
there  being  nothing  that  invites  people  more  to. fettle  and  remove  their 
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fiimlly  and  rtocks  into  this  remote  part  of  clie  worklj,  tliari  the  affurance 
they  have  always  had  of  being  governed  in  liich- n^_anncr  as  that  none  of 
their  rights  fliould  be  loft,  fo  long  as  they  were  withiti  the  dominions 
of  the  kingdom  of  England:  nor  can  we  believe  that  Jiis:  majeftywoiild 
have  made  this  alteration,  had  he  been  truly  Informed  of  his  owq  in- 
tercfts,  and  of  that  which  is  proper  and  natural  for  the  .conftitution  of 
this  ifland. 

My  lord,  you  that  are  now  our  governor,  and  here  upon  the  place,, 
cannot  but  diftinguifh  both,  and  plainly  fee  that  which,  at  great  diPcance, 
.is  impoffible  to  be  known,  being  always  diil-inguiilied  with  the  falfe  co- 
lours of  intereft  and  defign.  It  is  to  you,  therefore,  we  addrefs  ouf- 
felves;  and  do  humbly  beg  you  to  affure  his  majefty,  which  we  do  from 
the  bottom  of  our  Iiearts  unfeignedly  declare,  that  we  are  his  true,  faith- 
ful, and  loyal  fubjefts.  In  the  next  place,  fir,  we  humbly  beg  you  to 
lay  before  his  majefty  the  true  condition  of  this  ifland,  and  the  feveral 
circumftances  wherein  it  ftands:  the  fituation  and  natural  advantages 
of  the  place  will  very  probably,  by  God's  blelUng,  in  a  very  iliort  time, 
make  it  very  confiderable.  It  were  pity,  therefore,  that  any  ftop  in  its 
infancy  fhould  be  put  to  it,  which  may  hinder  its  future  growth,  and 
difappoint  thofe  hopes  which  his  majefty  hath  ever  had,  and  which  will 
i\o  doubt  of  it  come  to  pafs,  that,  if  this  ifland  be  encouraged  by  good 
government  and  wholefome  laws,  it  will  effeftually  ferve  very  many  in- 
terefts,  both  of  his  majefty's  crown  and  the  nation's  trade. 

Sir,  the  prefent  form  of  die  government,  as  it  is  now  appointed,  has 
thefe  plain  and  manifeft  inconveniencies  in  it : 

ift.  That  the  diftance  of  this  place  renders  it  impoffible  to  be  put  in 
praftice,  and  does  not  in  any  manner  fall  under  the  fame  confideration 
as  Ireland  does,  from  which,  we  conclude,  the  example  is  taken. 

ad.  1  he  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and  confequently  the 
laws  muft  be  adapted  to  the  intereft  of  the  place,  and  mtift  alter 
with  it.  . 

3d.  It  is  no  fmall  fatisfaftion  that  the  people,  by  their  reprefentatlves, 
have  a  deliberative  power  in  the  making  of  laws;  the  negative  and  barely 
refolving  power  being  not  according  to  the  rights  of  Engliftimen,  and 
praflifcd  no  where  but  in  thofe  commonwealths  where  ariftocracy  prevails, 

4th.  This 
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4th.  This  manner  of  form  of  the  government  brings  all  things  ab-    A  P  P  E  N- 
folutej  and  puts   it  into  the  power  of  a  governor  to  do  what  he  pleafes,        DIX. 

which  is  not  his  majefty's  intereft,-  and  may  be  a  temptation  for  even    ' v ' 

good  men  to  commit  great  partialities  and  errors, 

5th.  The  method  which  has  been  always  ufed,  both  in  this  ifland  and- 
all  other  colonies,  in  tlie  making,  of  lav/s,,  was  a  greater  fecurity  to  his 
majefty's  prerogativethan' die  prefent  form  ;  for  a  gb^>■erndr■  diirft  not 
confent  to  any  thing  r^gainfl;  his  intereft ;  and  if  he  did,  the  fignificatioru 
of  the  king's  pleafuic  determined  the  laws,  fo  that  his  majtfty  had  thereby, 
a  double  negative. 

Thus,  fir,  we  have  truly  laid  before  your  excellency  oitt  real  fenfe  h 
and  do  hope  that  your  excellency,  being  thorotighly  fatisfied  of  the  mif— 
chiefs  which  will  certainly  arife  to  this  place  from  the  reafons  we  have 
given,  will  in  that  manner  reprefent  our  condition  to  his-  majefty,  that  he 
may  be  thereby  induced  to  give  an  inftruclion  to  your  excellency, to  pafs. 
fuch  laws  as  are  municipal  and  fit  for  us,-  and  in  the  fame  manner  which 
has  ever  been  practifed  in  this  iiland  and  other  his  majefty's  colonies; 
we  having  no  other  claim  in  it  than  to  exprefs  our  duty  to  the  king,  and. 
our  unfeigned  fervice  and  gratitude  to  your  excellency,  for  mediating 
that  which  is  fo  much  for  his  majefty's  and  the  iftand's  intereft. 

And  we  do  here  likewife  prefent  unto  yQ\i.r  excellency  a  bill  for  the 
raifing  a  publick  impoft  unto  his  majefty,  his  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  for  the 
lupport  of  this  his  government  j  and  do  hereby  beg  your  excellency  to 
accept  of  it  as  a  real  demonftration  of  our  loyalty  to  our  prince  and  fer- 
vice to  your  excellency,  with  afturance  that  we  fhall,  upon  all  occafionSj. 
be  ready  to  exprefs  fuch  further  teftimonies  of  the  fame  as  may  be  fuic- 
ableto'our  duiv  and  allegiance,. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XI. 

At  the  court  at  Wbitehalli  ^th  of  April,  1679. 

Present,  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  Council. 

Whereas  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  Trade  and  Plantations  did  this  day  make 
Report  unto  his  Majefty  in  Council^ 

THAT  having,  in  purfuance  of  his  majefty's  order,  confidered 
;the  prefent  ftate  and  conftitution  of  Jamaica,  and  the  government  thereofj 
as  it  is  fettled  by  his  majefty's  command,  their  lordfhips  fee  no  reafons 
why  any  alterations  fhould  be  made  in  the  method  of  making  laws  ac- 
cording to  the  ufage  of  Ireland,  for  which  their  lordftiips  are  preparing 
reafons  to  evince  the  neceffity  and  legality  of  the  fame.  And  that 
whereas  a  fhip  is  now  lying  in  the  Downs,  bound  for  that  ifland,  their 
lordftiips  advife,  that  the  Right  honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do, 
by  this  conveyance,  inform  the  Earl  of  Carlifte  of  his  majefty's  pleafure 
herein,  with  direiflions  that  all  things  be  difpofed  to  this  end ;  and  that, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  prefent  laws  enadted  by  Lord  Vaughan  be  con- 
tinued by  proclamation,  or  otherwife,  until  his  majefty's  pleafure  be 
further  known  j  as  alfo  that  his  lordfliip  do,  by  the  firft  conveyance, 
fend  over  an  authentick  copy  of  the  aft  for  a  publick  impoft,  lately  enafted 
there,  according  to  his  lordfliip's  inftruftions  for  matters  of  that  nature. 

His  majefty,  having  thought  fit  to  approve  thereof,  was 
pleafed  to  order,  as  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Right 
honourable  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry  do  fignify  his  ma- 
jefty's pleafure  unto  the  Earl  of  Carlifte,  according  to 
the  faid  report. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XIL  APPEN- 

DIX. 

At  the  Court  at  Whitehall,  the  %%th  of  May,  1679. 
ipRESENT,  the  King's  Moft  Excellent  Majefty  in  CounciU 

Whereas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  Report 
from  the  Right  honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
for  Trade    and  Plantationsj    in    the  words   following  t 


May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

WE  have,  in  obedience  to  your  majefty's  commands,  entered  inta 
the  prefent  ftate  of  your  majefty's  ifland  of  Jamaica,  in  order  to  propofe 
fuch  means  as  may  put  an  end  to  the  great  difcouragernent  your  ma- 
jefty's good  fubjefts  there  Tie  under  by  the  unfettlcd  condition  thereof^ 
occafioned  by  the  refutal  of  the  laws  lately  offered  by  the  liarl  of  Carlifle 
to  the  affembly  for  their  confent ;  at  which  proceedings  diffatisfaftion  ap- 
peal's to  have  rifen  in  the  manner  following  : 

By  the  commiffion  granted  by  your  majefty  unto  the  Lord  Vauchan. 
aixt  fevcral  preceding  governors,  ic  was  your  royal  pleafure  to  entruft 
the  affembly  of  Jamaica  with  a  power  to  frame  and  enadt  laws,  by  the 
advice  and  content  of  die  gcvenor  and  council;  which  laws  were  to  con- 
tinue in  force  for  the  Ipace  of  two  years,  and  no  longer;  but  fo  it  hath 
happened,  that  your  m?jefly,  finding  the  inconveniencies  which  did  at- 
tend that  power  and  manner  of  making  laws,  by  the  irreo-ular,  violent, 
and  unwarrantable  proceedings  of  the  affembly,  was  pleafed,  with  the 
advice  of  your  privy  council,  to  provide,  by  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  com- 
miffion, that  no  laws  fhould  be  enafted  in  Jamaica,  but  fuch  as,  beint? 
fr.imed  by  the  governor  and  council,  and  tranfmitted  unto  your  majefty 
for  your  royal  approbation,  were  afterwards  remitted  to  Jamaica, "and 
confcnted  unto  by  the  aflcmbly  there  ;  and,  in  purJliance  thereof,  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle  carried  over  a  body  of  laws  under  the  great  feal  of  Ex\»- 
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land  i  which  laws,  upon  his  lordfnip's  arrival  there,  have  been  rejecled 
by  the  general  afTeir.bly,  upon  grounds  and  reafons  contained  in  an  ad- 
drefs  to  your  majefty's  governor,  and  in  divers  letters  received  from  his 
lordfliip  in  that  behalf. 

ift.  In  the  firft  place,  we  find,  they  are  unfatisfied  with  the  claufe  in 
the  rnilitia  bill,  whereby  it  is  provided,  that  the  governor  may,  upon  all 
occalions  or  emergencies,  adt  as  governor  in  cliief,  according  to  and  in 
purfuance  of  all  the  powers  and  authorities  given  unto  hinri  by  your  ma- 
jefty's commiflion ;  fearing  that  thereby  they  fhall  make  it  legal  to  ex- 
ecute all  inftruflions  that  either  are  or  fliall  be  fent  your  majefty's  go- 
vernor. 

adly.  They  have  likewife  rejefted  the  bill  for  raifing  a  public  revenue, 
as  being  perpetual,  and  liable  (as  they  fay)  to  be  diverted. 

jdly.  It  is  objefted,  that  the  faid  laws  contain  divers  fundamental  errors. 

4thly.  That  they  were  not  compared  with,  and  amended  by,  the  laft 
laws  fent  over  by  Lord  Vaughan. 

5thly.  That  the  diftance  of  the  place  renders  tlie  prefent  method  of 
palTing  laws  wholly  imprafticable. 

6th]y.  That  the  nature  of  all  colonies  is  changeable,  and  confe- 
quently  the  laws  muft  be  adapted  to  die  intereft  of  the  place,  and  alter 
with  it. 

7thly.  That  thereby  they  lofe  the  fatlsfaftion  of  a  dehberative  power  in 
making  laws. 

Sthly.  That  this  form  of  government  renders  your  governor  abfo- 
lute. 

9thly.  That  by  the  former  method  of  euaiSling  laws  your  niajefty's 
prerogative  was  better  fecured. 

•  Thefe  being  the  objeftions  and  pretences  upon  which  tlie  afiembly 
has,  with  fo  much  animoftry,  proceeded  to  rejedb  thofe  bills  tranfmicted 
fey  your  majefty,  we  cannot  but  offer,  for  your  majefty's  inform.ation  and 
fatisfa6lion,  fuch  a  fhort  anfwer  thereunto  as  may  not  only  give  a  tefti- 
moBy  of  the  unreafonablenefs  of  their  proceedings,  but  alfo  furnifli  your, 
•governor,  v/hen  cccafion  ftiall  ferve,  with  fuch  arguirents  as  may  be  fit 
to  be  ufed  in  juftification  of  your  majefty's  commiffion  and  powers 
granted  unto  him. 

1  ift.  It 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  275 

ift.  It  is  not  without  the  greateft  prefumption  that  they  go  about  to    APPEN- 
qucftion  your  majefly's  power  over  the  militia  in  that  ifland,  fince  it  has        D I X. 
been  allov/ed  and  declared,  even  by  the  laws  of  this  your  Idngdom,  that     \-     .-    .f 
the  fole  fupreme  government,   command,  and  difpolition  of  the  militia, 
and  of  all  forces  by  fea  and  land,  and  of  all  forts  and  places  of  ftrength, 
is   refiding    in    your    majefty,   within    all   your    majefly's    realms    and 
dominions. 

2d.  The  objeftion  made  againft  the  bill  for  the  public  revenue  hath  as 
little  ground,  fince  its  being  perpetual  is  no  more  than  what  was  formerly 
offered  by  them  unto  your  majefty,  during  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas: 
Lynch,  in  the  fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  propofed ;  nor  can 
it  be  diverted,  fince  provifion  is  thereby  exprefsly  made,  that  the  fame 
fliall  be  for  the  better  fupport  of  that  government;  befides,  that  it  is  not 
luitable  to  the  duty  and  modefty  of  fubje<5ls,  to  fufpeft  your  majefty's 
juftice  or  care  for  the  government  of  that  colony,  whofe  fettkment  and 
prcfervation  have  been  moft  particularly  carried  on  by  your  majefty's 
tender  regard,  and  by  the  great  expence  of  your  own  treafure. 

3d.  It  cannot  v/ith  any  truth  be  faid,  that  thefe  lav/s  contain  many 
and  great  errors,  nothing  having  been  done  therein  but  in  purfuance  of 
former  laws,  at  divers  times  enadled  by  the  a^embly,  and  with- the  advice 
of  your  majefty's  privy-council,  as  well  as  the  opinion  and  approbation 
of  your  attorney-general,  upon  perulal  of  the  fame. 

4th.  To  the  fourth  ob;c6bion  it  may  be  anfwered,  that,  if  any  thing 
had  been  found  of  moment  or  importance  in  the  laft  parcel  of  laws 
tranfmitted  by  the  Lord  Vaughan,  your  majefty's  tender  care  of  your 
fubjcdls  welfare  would  have  been  fuch  as  not  to  have  fent  thofe  bdls 
imperfeiSb,  or  defective  in  any  neceftary  matter. 

5th.  As  to  the  diftance  of  the  place,  which  renders  (as  they  fay)  the 
prcfent  method  of  making  laws  altogether  iniprai^icable,  your  majeft/ 
having  been  pleafed  to  regulate  the  fame,  by  the  advice  of  your  privy- 
council,  according  to  the  ufage  of  Ireland,  fuch  care  was  taken  as  that  no 
law  might  be  wanting  which  might  conduce  to  the  well-being  of  the  - 
plantation,  and  that  nothing  might  be  omitted  which  in  all  former 
governments  had  been  thought  necefTary ;  nor  is  it  likeiy  that  this  colony 
is  fubjeft  to  greater  accidcuts  than   your  kingdom  of  Ireland,  io  as  to 

Nr<  :;  require 
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BOOK     reqwire  a  more  frequent  and  Tudd-en  change  of  ]aws  in  other  cafes  than 
II.  fuch  as  are  already  provided   for  upon   einergencies,  or  in  other  manner 

'"  ■•  '  t'lan  is  direfted  by  your  majefty's  commiffion  ;  whereby  the  inhabit  mts 
have  fre^-  accefs  to  make  complaints  to  your  governor  and  council,  of 
any  defeft  in  any  eld  law,  or  to  give  reafons  for  any  new  one,  which, 
being  modelled  by  the  governor  end  council  into  form  of  law,  and 
tranfmitted  unto  your  ma,iefty,  if  by  your  majefty  and  council  found 
reafohable,  may  be  tranfmitted  back  thither  to  be  enacted  accordingly. 

6th.  It  was  fufEciently  apparent  unto  your  majefty,  that  Ifiws  muft 
alte'r  v/ith  the  intereft  of  the  place,  v/hen  you  were  gracioudy  pleafed  to 
lodge  Hich  a  power  in  that  government,  as  might  not  only,  from  time  to 
tim.e,  with  your  majefty's  approbation,  and  by  the  advice  both  of  your 
privy-council  here  and  of  the  governor  and  council  there,  enable  rhe 
affembly  to  enaft  new  laws  anfvv'erable  to  their  growing  necefiities,  but 
even,  upon  urgent  occafions,  to  provide,  by  raifing  money,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  ifland,  without  attending  your  majefty's  orders  or  confent. 

7th.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the  affembly  have  endeavoured  to 
grafp  all  power,  as  well  as  that  of  a  deliberative  voice,  in  making  laws  ; 
but  how  far  they  have  thereby  intrenched  upon  your  majefty's  preroga- 
tive, and  exceeded  the  bounds  of  their  duty  and  loyalty,  upon  this  pre- 
tence, may  appear  by  their  late  exorbitant  and  unwarrantable  proceedings 
during  the  government  of  the  Lord  Vaughan,  in  ordering  and  figning  a 
warrant  unto  the  marfhal  of  the  ifiand,  your  majefl:y's  officer  of  juftice, 
for  the  Hopping  and  preventing  the  execution  of  a  fentence  pafled, 
according  to  the  ordinary  forms  of  law,  upon  a  notorious  pirate  and 
difturber  of  your  majefty's  peace :  and  they  have  further  taken  upon 
them,  by  virtue  of  this  deliberative  power,  to  make  laws  contrary  to  thofc 
ofEno-Iand,  and  to  imprifon  your  majefty's  fubjefts;  nor  have  they  for- 
borne to  raile  money  by  public  a6ts,  and  to  difpofe  of  the  fame  according 
to  their  will  and  pleafure,  without  any  mention  made  of  your  majefty, 
which  has  never  in  like  cafe  been  pradlifed  in  any  of  your  majefty's 
kingdoms.  How  far,  therefore,  it  is  fit  to  intruft  them  with  a  power 
which  they  have  thus  abufed,  and  to  which  they  have  no  pretenfion  of 
rirrht,  was  the  fubjedl  of  your  majefty's  royal  commiffion,  when  you  were 
pleafed  to  put  a  reftraiut  upon  thofe  enormities,  and  to  take  the  reins  of 

government 
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government  into  your  own   hands,  which  they,  in  exprefs  words,  againfi:    APPEN- 
tiieir  duty  and  allegiance,  have  challenged  and  refufed  to  part  with.  D  I X. 

8th.  It  cannot  with  any  truth  be  fuppofed,  that,  by  the  prefent  form  ' 
of  government,  the  governor  is  rendered  abfolute,  fince  he  is  now,  more 
than  ever,  become  accountable  unto  your  mojefty  of  all  his  moft  impor- 
tant deliberations  and  adtions,  and  is  not  warranted  to  do  any  thing  but 
according  to  law  and  your  majefty's  commifficn  and  inftruftions, .  given 
by  advice  of  your  privy  council. 

9th.  And  whether  your  majefty's  prerogative  is  prejudiced  by  the 
prefent  conftruftions,  is  more  the  concernment  of  your  majefty,  and 
fubjeft  of  ycur  own  care,  than  of  their  confiderations. 

Laftly,  and  in  general,  we  humbly  conceive,  that  it  would  be  a  great 
fetisfacilion  to  your  fubje6ts  there  inhabiting,  and  an  invitation  to 
ftrangers,  when  they  fhall  know  what  laws  they  are  to  be  governed  by, 
and  a  great  eafe  to  the  planters  not  to  be  continually  obliged  to  attend 
the  affemblies  to  re-enaft  old  laws,  which  your  majefty  has  now  thought 
fit,  in  a  proper  form,  to  afcertain  and  eftablilli ;  whereas  the  late  power 
of  making  temporary  laws  could  be  underftood  to  be  of  no  longer  con- 
tinuance than  until  fuch  wholefome  laws,  founded  upon  fo  many  years 
experience,  fhould  be  agreed  on  by  the  people,  and  finally  enadted  by 
your  majefty,  in  fuch  manner  as  hath  been  praftifed  in  either  of  your 
majefty's  dominions  to  which  your  Englifli  fubjefts  have  tranfplanted 
themfelves.  For  as  they  cannot  pretend  to  further  privileges  than  have 
been  granted  to  them,  either  by  charter  or  fome  folemn  act  under  your 
great  feal,  fo,  having  from  the  firft  beginning  of  that  plantadon  been 
governed  by  fuch  inftruiftions  as  were  given  by  your  majefty  unto  your 
governors,  according  to  the  povyer  your  majefty  had  originally  over  them, 
and  which  you  have  by  no  one  authentic  aft  ever  yet  parted  with,  and 
having  never  had  any  other  right  to  aftemblies  than  from  the  permillion 
of  the  governors,  and  that  only  temporary  and  for  probation,  it  is  to  be 
Vv'ondered  how  they  fhould  prefume  to  provoke  your  majefty,  by  pre- 
tending a  right  to  that  which  hath  been  allowed  them  merely  out  of 
favour,  and  difcourage  your  majefty  from  future  favours  of  that  kind, 
when  what  your  majefty  ordered  for  a  temporary  experiment,  to  fee  what 
form  would  beft  fuit  the  fafety  and  intereft  of  the  iftand,  fhall  be  con- 
ftrued  to  be  a,  total  refignadon  of  the  power  inherent  in   your  majefty, 

and 
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and  a  devolution  of  it  to  themfelves  and  their  wills,  without  which  nei- 
ther law  nor  government,  the  eflential  ingredients  of  their  fubfiftence 
and  v/ell-being,  may  take  place  among  tliem. 

Since,  therefore,  it  is  evident,  that  the  afTcmbly  of  Jamaica  have, 
without  any  juft  grounds,  and  with  fo  much  animofity  and  unditiful- 
nefs,  proceeded  to  reje6l  the  marks  of  your  majefty's  favour  towards 
them,  and  that  your  majefty's  refolutions  in  this  cafe  are  like  to  be  the 
meafure  of  refpe£t  and  obedience  to  your  royal  commands  in  other 
colonies  ;  we  can  only  offer,  as  a  cure  for  irregularities  paft  and  a  remedy 
ao-rainft  all  further  inconveniencies,  that  your  majefty  would  pleafe  to 
authorize  and  empower  your  governor  to  call  another  affembly,  and  to 
]-eprefent  unto  themi  the  great  convenience  and  expediency  of  accepting 
and  confenting  unto  fuch  laws  as  your  majefty  has  under  your  great  feal 
tranfmitted  unto  them  ;  and  that,  in  cafe  of  reflifal,  his  loidfliip  be  fur- 
niftied  with  fuch  powers  as  were  formerly  given  unto  Col.  D'Oyley, 
vour  firft  governor  of  Jamaica,  and  fince  unto  other  governors,  whereby 
his  lordfnip  may  be  enabled  to  govern  according  to  the  laws  of  England, 
where  the  different:  nature  and  conftitution  of  chat  colony  may  conveni- 
ently permit  the  fame;  and,  in  other  cafes  to  aft,  with  the  advice  of  the 
council,  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be  held  neceffary  and  proper  for  the 
good  government  of  that  plantation,  until  your  majefty's  further  orders. ; 
and  that,  by  all  opportunities  of  conveyance,  the  governor  do  give  your 
majefty  a  conftant  and  particular  account  of  all  his  proceedings,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  your  inftru6lions  herein. 

Ail  which  is  moft  humbly  fubmitted,  Wc. 

Upon  reading  of  which  report,  and  full  debate  thereupon, 
his  majefty  was  pleafed  to  approve  the  fame :  and  the 
Right  honourable  Mr,  Secretary  Coventry  is  hereby 
direfled  to  prepare  fuch  fuitable  orders  and  inftruclions 
,as  may  anfwer  the  feveral  parts  and  advices  contained 
.in  thefaid  report. 

.Rolert  Southivell. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XIII. 

Extra5f  of  a  letter  fro-m  the  Committee  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle. 

AFTER  our  very  hearty  commendation  unto  your  lordfhip,  we  have  A  P  P  E  N- 
received  two  letters  from  you,  the  one  of  the  24th  of  Oftober,  the  other  DIX. 
of  the  15th  of  November,  1678;  both  of  which  gave  us  an  account  """^ 
of  the  diftafte  the  aflembly  had  exprefled  at  the  new  frame  of  govern- 
ment, and  of  their  throwing  out  all  the  bills  tranfmitted  under  the  great 
fealj  and  your  lordlhip  having  therein  recommended  unto  us  the  fpeedy 
difpatch  of  the  bills  fent  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry,  for  paffing  them 
through  the  offices  here,  we  did  thereupon  take  the  fame  into  our  conli- 
deration  :  but  finding  that  they  contained  fuch  claufes  as  we  had  formerly 
(your  lordfliip  being  prefent)  difallov/ed  in  the  laws  ena6hed  by  the  Lord 
Vaughan,  as  mofl  prejudicial  to  his  majefty's  rights  and  prerogative, 
one  of  them  appropriating  and  difpofing  of  the  quit-rents  in  the  fame 
terms  as  was  formerly  done,  fb  much  to  his  majefty's  diffatisfadion ; 
another,  declaring  the  laws  of  England  to  be  in  force,  which  claufe  (your 
lordfhip  cannot  but  remember)  was  poftponed  here,  upon  very  ferious 
deliberation;  befides  divers  other  particulars,  altogetlier  unfit  to  be  pafled 
hy  his  majefty :  we  have,  withal,  perufed  the  feveral  letters  which  your 
lordlhip  had  written  to  Mr,  Secretary  Coventry,  in  relation  to  your 
government ;  and  as  for  the  laws,  we  could  not  advife  his  majefty  to 
proceed  in  any  other  manner,  than  by  giving  power  to  call  another 
alTembly,  and  to  ciFer  unto  them  the  fame  laws  your  lordfliip  carried  over, 
as  being  the  moft  ufefully  framed  and  fettled  for  the  good  of  the  ifland 
and  his  majefty's  fervice:  and  that,  in  cafe  of  refufal,  you  might  be 
enabled  to  govern  according  to  commiffions  and  inftruftions  given  unto 
former  governors,  as  your  lordftiip  will  more  fully  underftand  by  our 
reporc  unto  his  majefty,  and  the  order  of  council  thereupon,  to  v/hich  we 
refer  your  lordiliip,  as  fetting  forth  at  large  the  grounds  and  reafons 
inducing  the  refolutions  his  majefty  has  now  taken. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XIV. 

Entraif  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 

St.JagodelaVega,  2,^th  Aug.  i6-j g. 

BOOK         YOUR  packet  by  Captain  Buckingham,  having  inclofed  his  majefly's 
II.  letter  of  the  jift  of  May  laft,  and  an  order  in  council  of  the  28th  of 

May,  1679,  together  with  the  animadverlTons  of  the  council  upon  feveral 
points  of  the  2  2d  of  May  laft,  and  two  letters  from  yourfelf,  I  received 
the  26th  inft.  at  night. ,  The  next  morning  I  read  them  in  council. 
The  alTcmbly  then  having  fat  fome  fevcn  days,  to  renew  the  bill  for  a 
revenue,  the  laft  being  juft  expiring,  I  fent  for  the  general  affembiy,  and 
read  the  order  of  council  and  the  king's  letter  thereupon  to  them,  which 
I  hope  will  have  fome  good  effeftj  but  they  came  in  as  good  time  fo 
much  contrary  to  their  expeftation.  I  herewith  fend  you  a  copy  of  their 
addrefs  thereupon,  which  they  prefented  to  me  the  28th  ;  and  finding 
them  netded  and  warm,  I  thought  it  difcretion  to  let  them  take  time  to 
digeft  their  thoughts;  and,  having  continued  the  revenue  bill  for  fix 
months  longer  from  the  ift  of  September  next,  I  pafiTed  it,  and  thea 
prorogued  them  till  the  !z8th  of  Oftober  following. 

NUMBER      XV. 

Copy  of  a  vcteofthe  AJfemhly,  Aug.  12,   161  g. 

DIE      r  E  N  E  R  I  S. 

'  THE  committee  appointed  to  examine  Mr.  Marry n's  accounts  re- 
ported, that  Mr.  Martyn,  appearing  before  them,  faid,  that  my  lord  had 
ordered  him  to  come  and  tell  them,  that,  both  fi-om  the  king  and  from, 
my  lord,  he  was  not  obliged  to  fhew  his  accounts  to  the  aflembly;  but 
that  he  had  given  them  unto  my  lord,  and  his  excellency  had  told  him, 

that. 
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that,  if  any  of  the  aflembly  had  a  mind  to  fee  them,  they  might  fee  them   A  P  P  E  N- 
there.  D I X. 

The  houfe,  confidering  the  return  of  the  cornmittee  ordered  to  infpedl  v_— v— »^ 
Mr.  Martyn's  accounts,  re-alTumed  that  debate,  and  thereupon  did  vote, 
that,  notwithftanding  my  lord's  anfwer  by  Mr.  Martyn  to  that  committee, 
it  was  and  is  their  undoubted  and  inherent  right,  that  as  all  bills  for 
money  ought  and  do  arife  in  their  houfe,  fo  they  ought  to  appoint  the 
difpofal  of  it,  and  to  receive  and  examine  all  the  accounts  concerning 
the  fame. 

Vera  Cofia. 

Rowland  Powell. 


NUMBER      XVI. 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  the  Ea7~l  of  Carlijle  to  the  Committee. 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  i^th  Sept.  1679. 
My  Lords, 

Your  lordfliips  letters  of  the  25th  of  March,  4th  of  Aprils  apd 
31ft  of  May  laft,  I  received  on  the  i6xk  of  Auguft,  as  alfo  your  lord- 
fhips  orders  and  reports  to  his  majefty,  touching  the  laws  and  govern- 
ment of  Jamaica ;  which  I  communicated  to  the  council  (the  aflembly 
then  fitting  to  continue  the  revenue  bill,  expiring  the  2d  of  September) 
on  the  27th  of  Auguft;  and  afterwards,  the  iame  day,  I  communicated, 
the  council  being  prefent,  his  majefty's  letter  of  the  31ft  of  May  laft, 
and  your  lordfliips  order  and  report  of  the  fame  date,  to  the  aflembly; 
which  came  to  me  as  feafonably  as  they  received  them  furprifedly, 
making  me  the  next  morning  the  inclofed  addrefs  ;  upon  which,  having 
pafled  a  bill  of  impoft  for  fix  months,  I  prorogued  them,  by  advice  of 
the  council,  till  the  28th  of  Oftober  next,  hoping  in  that  time  tliey  would 
fall  of  their  heat,  and,  upon  recolledtion,  better  bethink  tbemfelvcs  of 
their  duties  and  allegiance,  and  iipon  my  offering  them  again  the  laws, 
•wjiich  I  propofe  to  do  upon  their  firft  meeting,  better  demonftrate  tlieir 
obedience  by  readily  giving  their  confent  that  they  might  be  enacted. 

Vol.  I.  O  0  But, 
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But,  from  whar  I  can  leajn  from  the  chief  leaders  among  them,  I 
find  the  fame  averfenefs  as  formerly,  averring  that  they  will  fubmit  to 
wear,  but  never  confent  to  make,  chains,  as  they  term  this  frame  of 
government,  for  their  poftericies;  fo  that  I  fcarce  expe6t  better  fuccefs-;., 
of  which  I  have  writ  at  large  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry. 


NUMBER      XVII. 

ExtraSi  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  Mr.  Secretary  Coventry >^ 

St.  fago  de  la  Vega,  i^d  November,  1 67  9, . 
Sir, 

THE  aflembly  meeting  on  the  28th  of  Odlober,  I,  with  the  council, 
went  to  them  5  commanded  the  council's  report  of  the  28.th  of  May,  and 
his  majefty's  letter  of  the  jift  of  May  laft,  to  be  read  again  to  them; 
prefled  them  very  much  to  confider  how  much  it  imported  at  this 
jun6bure  for  the  interell  of  the  ifland,  that  they  fliould  pais  thefe  laws 
I  brought  to  them  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  or  at  leaft  part  of 
them;  defiring  that  any  one  or  more  of  the  aflembly  would  there  and 
then  argue  the  reafonablenefs  of  their  objeftion,  which  none  of  them, 
would  undertake ;  and  fo  I  left  the  body  of  laws  with  them.  They 
having  the  lailfeffion  pafled  a  vote,  that  the  raifing  iRoney  and  difpofing 
of  it,  was  the  inherent  right  of  the  alTembly  (of  which  I  had  no  accounry 
either  from  the  members  or  their  ipeaker,  in  fourteen  days  afterwards, 
they  prefuming  it  to  be  their  privilege  that  their  proceedings  fbould  be 
kept  fecret  from  me)  I  then  appointed  and  fwore  them  a  clerk,  which 
before  ufed  to  be  of  their  own  choice ;  and  this  they  are  very  uneafy 
under. 

They  proceeded  to  read  over  the  body  of  laws :  notwithftanding  the 
great  care,  pains,  and  trouble  I  had  taken  with  them,  both  apart  indi- 
vidually as  well  as  alTembled  together,  they  threw  out  and  rejefted  all 
the  laws,  again  adhering  to  their  former  reafons,  rather  than  admitting  or  ■ 
honouring  thofe  from  their  lordfhips  for.  rules  of  obedience, 

I  thereupon  prefcnijy,  with  the  council,  framed  a  bill  of  revenue  inde-  - 

finite, , 
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finite,  and  fent  that  to  them  :  but  that  had  no  better  fuccefs ;  and  they    A  P  P  E  N- 

then  attended  me  with  the  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  to  his  majefty,  which        D  I  X. 

I  herewith  fend  you ;  as  alfo  the  humble  defire  of  juftification  of  his 

majefty's  council  thereupon,  which  I  and  they  earneflly  defire  your  favour 

in  humbly  prefentlng  to  his  majefty,  being  unanimoufly  agreed  to  by  all 

the  council:  but  Col.  SamueLLong  (chief-juftice  of  the  iiland,  whom  I 

iiave  found  all  along  fince  my  arrival  here  to  be  a  moft  pertinacious 

abettor  and  cherilher  of  the  aflembly's  ftubbornnefs  in  oppofing  this  new 

frame  of  government,  having  had  a  hand,  being  their  fpeaker,   in  the 

leaving  the  king's  name  out  of  the  revenue  bill)  refufes  to  join  with  the 

council  in  this  their  genuine  aft,  and  has  fufficiently  poiTeffed  himfelf  of 

the  opinion  of  the  afTembly,  by  advifing  and  affifling  them  in  the  framing 

of  their  addrefs:  thinking  their  refolutions  to  be  unalterable  as  his  own, 

he  is  withdrawn  to  his  plantation,  fome  thirty  miles  off  from  this  town, 

■where  at  this  junfture  we  have  moft  need  of  council. 

Upon  ferious  and  deliberate  confideration  of  all  which,  I  have  fent  him 
his  quietus ;  and  appointed  Col.  Robert  Byndlofs  chief  juftice  in  his  place, 
of  whofe  fidelity  to  the  king's  intereft  I  have  many  proofs,  having  for- 
merly executed  the  place,  and  was  now  one  of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court. 

I  have  alfo  fufpended  Col.  Long  from  being  one  of  the  council, 
purpofing,  by  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  bring  or  fend  him,  with  fix 
more  of  the  afTembly,  to  attend  the  king  and  council  in  England  to 
fupport  their  own  opinions,  reafons,  and  addrefs,  wherein  they  are  not 
ordinarily  pofitive;  and  this  I  do  from  the  council  here  unanimoufly 
agreeing,  that  there  is  no  other  nor  better  expedient  for  the  fectlement 
of  this  government  to  a  general  confent. 


NUMBER    XVIII. 

Extras  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Car  life  to  the  Committee, 

St.  Jago  de  la  Vega,  i^d  Nov.  1^9. 
My  Lords, 
MINE  of  the  tenth  of  September  lafl  to  your  lordfhips  I  hope  you 
Jhave  receivedi  and  what  I  therein  fent  your  Igrdfhipsj  as  my  conjeduie 

O  o  2  in 
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in  profpedi  fince  the  general  aflembly's  meeting,  on  the  aSth  of  Ofto- 
ber  laft,  have  found  to  be  no  vain  prophecy. 

Upon  the  aflembly's  meeting  on  that  day,  I,  with  the  council,  went 
to  the  place  where  they  were  met,  and  again,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
council  and  the  affembly,  commanded  to  be  read  your  lordfhips  report 
of  the  aSth  of  May  laft  paft  made  to  his  majefty,  as  alfo  his  majefty's 
commands  to  myfelf  of  the  31ft  of  the  fame;  and  thereupon  offered  to 
the  aflertibly  the  body  of  laws  brought  over  under  the  great  feal  of  Eng- 
land for  their  confent;  at  the  fame  time  declaring  to  them  the  great 
expediency  it  would  be  to  all  the  officers  of  the  ifland,  and  reafon  to 
perfuade  his  majelty  they  were  another  people  than  reprefented  at  home; 
that  it  would  induce  the  king  to  gratify  them  in  what  was  necelTary ; 
and  that,  otherwife,  they  could  not  appear  but  in  great  contempt,  to  the 
lefl'ening  of  the  ifland's  intereft  in  his  royal  favour :  and  what  I  urged 
in  general  to  them  at  their  meeting,  I  had  not  been  wanting  to  prefs  to 
them  apart  individually  before  it:  then  fwore  them  a  clerk  of  my  ap- 
pointing, which  they  took  not  well,  alledging  it  was  their  right  to  choofe 
their  own  clerk.  I  told  them  no ;  for  that  the  king  did  grant  by  patent 
the  clerk  of  the  parliament,  fo  thr^t  they  were  uneafily  over-ruled.  The 
reafon  of  my  doing  this  was  from  their  having  an  opinion  that  the  votes 
of  the  houfe  fhould  be  kept  a  fecret  from  me,  and  their  pafling  a  vote 
the  former  fefllons,  that  to  raife  money,  and  diipofe  of  thp  fame,  was  a 
right  inherent  in  the  affembly,  of  which  I  had  no  notice,  in  fome  four- 
teen days  after,  from  any  of  them  or  their  fpeaker. 

I  much  urged  the  whole  affembly  freely  to  argue,  in  the  prefence  of 
the  council  and  their  own  members,  for  the  reafonablenefs  of  the  matter 
commanded  by  the  king,  that,  upon  their  difcourfing  it  openly  and 
freely,  they  might  be  the  better  convinced  of  the  neceffity  of  their  being 
dutiful  therein :  but  none  of  them,  in  my  prefence  and  the  council's, 
would  undertake  it  j  fo  we  left  them,  and  the  body  of  laws  with  them. 

Some  days  they  fpent  in  reading  over  again  the  body  of  laws  under 
the  great  feal  left  with  them ;  but  rejefted  the  many  arguments  I  had 
laboured  them  with,  and  threw  all  the  laws  out  again :  whereupon  they 
appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  an  addrefs,  to  be  prefented  by  me  to 
his  majefty  on  their  behalfs :  and  in  that  time,  with  the  council,  I  drew 
a  bill  of  revenue  indefinitely,  and  gave  it  myfelf  to  their  fpeaker  j  but 
that  bill  had  no  better  fuccefs,  but  was  rejedted  alfo. 

I  Upon 
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Upon  this,  on  the   14th  inftant,  the  fpeaker  and  aflembly  being  fent   APPEN- 
for  to  attend  me  in  council,  to  fhew  caufe  why  tiiey  did  rejeft  the  bill  of   ^         '  . 
revenue  fo  framed  by  Us  in  pui Tuance  of  his  majefty's  pleafure  therein, 
they  gave  me  no  anfwer;  but,  by  their  fpeaker,  defired  to  prefent  to  me 
their  addrefs,  the  fpeaker  contending  to  give  it  its  due  accent  by  reading 
it  himfelfj  a  copy  whereof  is  here  fent  inclofed. 

This  addrefs  is  founded  greatly  upon  the  advice  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel  Long,  chief-juftice  of  the  ifland,  and  one  of  the  king's  council, 
who  principally  contends  for  the  old  frame  of  government,  of  whom  the 
aflembly  is  highly  opiniated,  and  efteem  him  the  patron  of  their  rights 
and  privileges  as  Englifhmen,  who  had  a  hand  in  leaving  the  king's 
name  out  of  the  revenue  bill,  being  then  Ipeaker,  and  denies  not  his 
having  a  hand  in  framing  and  advifing  fome  parts  of  the  addrefs,  which 
in  whole  is  not  truth ;  for, 

I  ft.  Whereas  they  alledge,  that  the  civil  government  commenced  in 
my  Lord  Windfor's  time;  it  is  generally  known  and  recorded  in  our 
council-book,  fifteen  months  before,  in  Colonel  D'Oyley's  time,  and 
will  be  proved  by  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  who  then  himfelf  had  an  occafion 
of  a  trial  by  jury,  the  foreman  of  which- was  Colonel  Byndlois. 

adly.  They  alledge  the  readinefs  of  governors  to  ule  martial  law, 
particularly  in  Sir  Thoinas  Lynch's  time;  which  is  here  contradided, 
for  there  was  only  an  order  in  council  for  the  putting  it  in  force  upon 
condition  of  any  aftual  defcent  or  invafion,  and  not  otherwife;  neither 
was  it  on  foot  really  all  this  time  here,  as  I  am  credibly  informed  upon 
good  enquiry. 

3dly.  As  for  its  being  in  force  in  my  time,  it  was  not  from  my 
affefting,  but  the  council  advifing  and  their  defiring  it;  as  alfo  the 
putting  oifthe  Courts  till  February,  in  favour  generally  of  the  planters. 
Then,  for  their  alledging  fo  much  to  be  done  during  the  martial  law, 
wholly  at  the  charge  of  the  country;  that  it  is  done  is  true,  but  the 
charge  thereof  they  would  clog  the  revenue  bill  with,  amounting  to 
twelve  hundred  and  twenty-eight  pounds,  when,  communibus  annis,  the 
billofimpoft  is  but  fifteen  hundred  pounds;  of  which  twelve  hundred 
and  twenty-eight  pounds  there  is  not  yet  made  payment  of  one  farthing, 
nor  any  profpedt  how  it  may,  fmce  the  revenue  is  fo  much  anticipated 
from  the  want  of  money  in  the  treafury,  occafioned  by  my  Lord  Vaughan's 
letting  fall  the  bill  of  revenue  before  his  departure. 

NUMBER 
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NUMBER    XIX. 

O  O  K     '^0  ^^is  Excellency  Charles,  Earl  of  Carlifle,  captain-general,  governor,  and 
n.  -commander  in  chief  cf  his  majefiy's  ijland  of  Jamaica,  &c. 

The  humble  addrefs  of  the  ajfembly  of  this  his  majefiy^s  if  and,  in  anfwer 
to  the  report  of  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
trade  and  -plantations,  made  to  his  majefiy's  council;  which  we 
entreat  his  excellency  may  be  humbly  prejented  to  his  mofi  Jacred 
majefiy  and  his  council, 

WE,  his  Majefiy's  moft  loyal  and  obedient  fubj efts,  the  affembly  of 
this  his  ifland  of  Jamaica,  cannot  without  infinite  grief  of  mind  read  the 
:i-eportmade  to  his  majefty  by  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  com- 
mittee for  trade  and  plantations  j  wherein,  by  the  relations  made  by 
their  lordfhips  unto  his  majefty,  they  have  reprefented  us  as  a  people  full 
of  animofity,  unreafonable,  irregular,  violent,  undutiful,  and  tranfgreffing 
both  the  bounds  of  duty  and  loyalty  j  the  bitternefs  of  which  charafliers 
were  we  in  the  leaft  part  confcious  to  have  cleferved,  we  fliould,  like 
Job,  have  faid,  "  Behold,  we  are-  vile :  what  fkall  we  afifwer  ?  we  will  lay 
^'  our  hands  upon  our  mouths." 

But,  left  our  filence  fliould  argue  our  guilt,  we  fliall,  in  all  humility, 
endeavour  to  make  appear  we  have  always  demeaned  ourfelves  as  be- 
cometh  good  and  obedient  fubjefts,  and  thofe  who  acknowledge  and  are 
truly  fenfible  of  the  many  favours  received  from  his  majefty;  the  truth 
of  which  refting  only  on  matter  of  fad:  being  related,  and  the  falfe  co- 
lours which  hitherto  have  bfeen  thrown  on  us  being  waflied  off,  we  fliall 
not  doubt  but  his  majefty  will  foon  entertain  a  better  opinion  of  his 
fubje61;s  of  this  ifland. 

We  muft,  therefore,  humbly  beg  that  his  majefty  will  with  patience 
be  pleafed  to  hear  the  account  of  our  proceedings;  which  truly  to  mani'- 
feft  we  muft  be  forced  to  look  back  fo  far  as  Sir  Charles  Lyttleton's 
:and  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  entrance  upon  tlieir  government: 

At 
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At  which  time,  we  humbly  conceive,  the  ifland  began  really  to  take    APPEN- 
yp  the  form  of  a  civil  government,   and  wholly  to  lay  afide  that  of  an  ,„*a 

army,  which,  until  that  time,  v/as  deemed  the  fupreme  authority;  when 
after,  upon  their  feveral  arrivals,  by  order  from  his  majefcy,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  method  of  his  majefly's  m.oft  ancient  plantations,  they  called 
aflemblies,  and  fettled  the  government  of  the.  ifland  in  fuch  good  form, 
that,  until  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  firft  arrival,  his  majefty 
thought  not  lit  to  alter  it,  though  feveral  governors  in  that  time  were 
changed,  which  muft  necefiarily  infer  the  goodnefs  and  reafon  of  it,  as 
well  as  the  fatisfaftion  of  the  people  (fince,  from  that  time,  they  betook 
themfelves  to  fettle  plantations)  efpecially  the  merchants,  by  which  means 
the  eftates  here  are  wonderfully  increafed,  as  is  evident  by  the  great 
number  of  Ihips  loaden  here  by  the  induftry  of  the  planter;  and  the 
fatisfatlion  they  received  by  thofe  wholefome  laws  then  began,  and  until 
that  time  continued,  the  change  of  which  laws  we  had  no  reafon  to 
expeft,  being  done  on  fuch  mature  deliberation  from  home. 

But  to  return  to  anfwer :  the  firft  thing  their  lordfhips  are  pleafed  to 
accufe  us  of  is,  prefuming  to  queftion  his  majefty 's  power  over  the 
militia;  which,  how  much  they  are  mifinformed  in  it,  will  hereunder 
appear:  but  we  muft  firft  repeat  the  claufe  againft  which,  we  humbly 
conceive,  we  had  juft  reafons  to  take  exceptions,  which  claufe  is  as 
followeth : 

"  Pi*ovided  always,  and  it  is  hereby  further  enafted  and  declared  by. 
"  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  nothing  in  this  aft  contained  be  expounded,  . 
"  conftrued,  or  underftood,  to  diminifh,  alter,  or  abridge,  the  power  of 
"  the  governor  or  commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being;  but  that  in 
"  all  things  he  may,  upon  all  occafions  or  exigencies,  aft  as  captain- 
"  general  and  governor  in  chief,  according  to  and  in  purfuance  of  all 
"the  powers  and  authorities  given  to  him  by  his  majcfty's  commiffion; 
*'  any  thing  in  this  aft  or  any  other  to  the  contrary  in  anywife  not- 
"  withftanding." 

In  their  lordfhips  obfervations,  in  which  they  take  no  notice  that  the 
power  given  by  that  claufe  extends  as  well  to  the  governor  as  captain-  - 
general,  nor  of  the  words  "  any  thing  in  this   aft  or  any  other  to  the 
"■  contrary  nofwithftanding,"  which  words,  being  plain,  need  no  referecces 
2.  to  : 
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BOOK  to  expound  them,  being  confented  to,  there  is  no  occafxon  of  making 
^I-  any  other  law,  becaufe  that  makes  all  the   powers   and  authorities  given 

•  by  his  majefty's  commiffion,  and,  by  that  coTnmifTijn,  the  inftruftions 

which  fhall  be  after  given  to  him,  fliall  be  law,  though  it  be  to  the 
nulling  of  any  beneficial  law,  made  either  here  or  in  England,  by  which 
we  are  fecnied  both  in  life  and  in  eftate ;  the  like  of  which  was  never 
done  in  any  of  his  majefty's  dominions  whatfoever,  and  is  in  efFedb  to 
enaft  will  to  be  law,  and  will  be  conftrued  (we  fear)  to  bind  us  by  the 
old  rule  of  law,  that  every  man  may  renounce  his  own  right:  and  if  their 
lordfhips  had  been  pleafed  to  have  as  well  remembered  the  other  claufes 
of  the  aft  of  the  militia,  we  cannot  think  they  would  have  faid  we  had 
queftioned  his  majefty's  power  over  it,  for  no  aft  of  England  gives  his 
majefty  the  like  power  over  the  militia  as  ours  doth;  for,  on  any  appre- 
henfion  of  danger,  the  general  with  his  council  of  officers  have  power  to 
put  the  law  martial  on  foot  for  what  time  they  pleale,  and  to  command 
us  in  our  own  perfons,  our  fervants,  negroes,  horfes,  even  all  that  we 
have,  to  his  majefty's  fervice ;  which  having  been  fo  often  put  in  prafticc 
will  need  the  lefs  proof:  but  how  readily  and  willingly  we  have  obeyed, 
,and  in  that  faith  is  beft  juftified  by  works,  it  will  not  be  amifs  .to  inftance 
fome  times,  and  what  hath  been  done  in  thofe  times,  by  the  charge  and 
labour  of  his  majefty's  fubjefts  here,  under  the  feveral  governors;  none 
of  which  have  left  unexperimented  the  ftrength  of  his  majefty's  com- 
miffion, and  the  virtue  or  force  of  that  aft,  upon  the  leaft  feeming 
occafion. 

In  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  in  the  years  1665  and 
1666,  the  whole  idand  was  put  under  law  martial  for  many  months 
together ;  in  which  time,  by  the  inhabitants  and  tlieir  blacks,  Fort- 
Charles  was  made  clofe,  which  to  that  time  wanted  a  whole  line,  and 
alfo  the  breaft'Work  at  Fort-Royal  was  built,  with  a  very  fmall  charge 
to  his  majefty. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  in  the  year  1673,  the  law  martial 
was  again  fct  on  foot;  Fort- James  built  by^he  contributions  of  the 
gentlemen  of  his  majefty's  council  and  aflembly,  and  feveral  other  of  his 
majefty's  good. fubjefts  in  this  ifland,  which  amounted  to  a  very  confi- 
.derablc  fum  of  money;  a  breaft-work  thrown  up  at  Old-Harbour  and 

feveral 
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feveral   other  places;    and   guns   mounted    on   a  platform   placed  at    APPEK- 
Port-Morant.  DIX. 

In  Lord  Vaughan's  time,  though  there  was  no  probability  of  war,  >— -v— > 
yet  he  wanted  not  the  trial  of  his  power  alfo  in  the  militia,  and  our 
obedience  to  it  j  for  he  commanded  out  a  company  of  the  inhabitants, 
in  fearch  of  a  Spanifh  barqua  longa,  who  was  faid  to  have  robbed  a  (loop 
belonging  to  this  illand  upon  the  coafl  of  Cuba  :  he,  likewife,  in  favour 
of  the  royal  company,  commanded  out  to  fea  two  veffels,  with  a  com- 
pany of  the  mihtia  and  their  captain,  from  Port-Royal,  to  feize  an 
interloper  riding  in  one  of  his  majefly's  harbours,  and  there  by  force 
feized  her. 

In  the  time  of  Sir  Henry  Morgan  being  commander  in  chief,  we  were 
again  put  under  martial  law;  in  which  time  Fort- Rupert,  Fort-Carlifle, 
and  a  new  line  at  Fort- James,  were  built. 

Laftly,  in  his  excellency  the  Earl  of  Carliflc's  time  (the  prefent  go- 
vernor) the  law  martial  was  again  put  in  force  for  about  three  months ; 
in  which  time  Fort-Morgan  with  its  platform,  and  another  line  at  Fort- 
James,  and  the  breaft-work  reinforced  very  confiderably  in  thicknefs  and 
height,  and  new  carriages  were  made  for  the  guns,  thofe  that  came  out 
of  England  not  being  fit  for  land  fervice ;  all  which  fortifications  are 
fubftantially  built  with  ftone  and  brick,  at  the  charge  and  labour  of  the 
country. 

Neidier  have  we  ever  been  wanting  in  due  refpeft  to  his  majefty's 
governors;  the  militia  having  always  waited  on  them  to  church,  in 
their  progrefles,  and  on  all  public  occafions :  and  we  may  fafely  affirm 
with  truth,  that  no  militia  in  his  majefty's  dominions  undergo  the  like 
military  duty  as  his  fubjefts  in  Jamaica;  as  is  evident  to  all  men  that 
ever  fet  foot  in  Port  Royal,  which  cannot  be  diftinguifhed  from  a  o'ar- 
rifon,  either  in  time  of  peace  or  war,  but  by  their  not  being  paid  for 
their  fervice. 

To  anfwer  their  lordlhips  objeftions  to  the  bill  of  revenue,  wherein 
his  majefty's  name  was  left  out,  there  are  feveral  members  of  this  aftem- 
hly  now  fitting  who  were  members  when  that  bill  pafled  three  times  in 
form  in  the  affembly;  and,  upon  the  beft  recolleftion  of  their  memories, 
rlicy  are  fully  perfuaded  and  do  believe  the   bill   was  again  fent  down  ^ 
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with  that  amendment  from  the  governor  and  council,  according  as  it 
pafled  at  the  laft:  but,  fliould  it  have  rifen  in  the  affembly,  thty  are 
very  unfortunate  if  they  mufl:  bear  the  cenfure  of  all  miftakes  chat  may 
happen  in  prtfer.ting  laws  to  be  pafifed,  when  both  the  governor  and  his 
council  have  their  negative  voices,  which,  had  either  of  chem  made  ufe 
of  in  this  point,  would  have  been  readily  confented  to  by  the  affembly, 
as  they  had  formerly  done,  both  under  the  government  of  Sir  Thomas 
Modyford  and  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  before  whofe  time  it  had  been  raifed 
without  mentioning  his  majefly's  name,  and  that  without  check;  and 
we  always  concluded  the  governor's  name  in  the  enabling  part  to  be  of 
the  fame  effedt  as  his  majefty's  is  in  England,  whom,  in  this  particular, 
hefeems  rather  to  perfonate  than  rfcpreient:  for  which  reafons  we  hope, 
it  ought  not  to  have  been  imputed  to  the  affembly  as  their  crime  alto- 
gether, being  confented  unto  by  his  majefty's  governor,  without  anv 
debate,  and  all  applied  by  the  aft  whereby  it  was  raifed,  to  the  very 
fame  public  ufe  his  majefty  directs ;  and  we  are  certain  no  inftance  can 
be  given  of  any  money  difpofed  of  to  any  private  ijfe,  but  was  always 
iffued  by  the  governor's  warrant,  for  the  payment  of  his  own  and  other 
his  General  officers  falaries  in  this  ifland,  with  fome  fmall  contingent 
charges  of  the  government. 

Their  lordfhips  alfo  affirm,  that  the  aflembly  offered  this  bill,  in  the 
fame  meafure  and  proportion  as  it  is  now  propofed,  to  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch:  in  which  their  lordfliips  are  mifinformedj  for  his  majefly's 
inftrudtions  were,  that  the  laws  fhould  be  in  force  for  two  years  and  no 
longer,  which  their  lordlhips  alfo  acknowledge  in  the  prior  part  of  the 
report;  fo  that  the  affembly  needed  not  to  have  expreffed  any  time,  and  the 
particular  ufes  therem  appointed. 

But  had  their  lordlhips  known  how  great  fums  of  money  have  been 
raifed  here,  and  how  fmall  a  part  hath  been  applied  to  his  majefly's 
fervice  for  the  defence  and  ftrengthening  the  ifland,  we  humbly  conceive 
their  lordlhips  would  have  been  of  opinion,  that  we  have  no  reafon  to 
bar  ourfelves  to  perpetuity,  and  pafs  the  faid  aft  without  limitation  of* 
ufes  or  time;  nor  can  we  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  imagine  the  king  can 
be  hindered  from  making  fuch  ufe  of  his  own  money  as  he  fliaU  think 
fi;,  and  apply  it  where  he  finds  moft  neceffary. 
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ft  is  very  true  the  laws  contain  many  and  great  errors,  as  their  lord-    AP  PE  N- 
fhips  may  fee  by  the  aflembly's  journal ;   fo  that  were  the  aflembly  as       D I X. 
much  petitioners  to  his  majefty  for  this  new  form  as  they  are  to  be  re-   ' — *** — "* 
ftored  to  their  old,  above  half  the  body  of  thefe  laws,  without  amend- 
ment, would  never  be  reafonable  to  pafs. 

As,  to  inftance  fome  few  amongft  many :  in  the  aft  for  preventing 
<lamages  by  fire,  a  fingle  juftice  of  the  peace  hath  power  of  life  and 
death;  and  the  aft  of  the  militia  empowers  the  governor  and  council  to 
levy  a  tax  on  the  whole  ifland  j  and  in  the  aft  direfting  the  marfhal's 
proceedings,  there  is  a  claufe  that  makes  it  felony  for  any  perfon  to 
conceal  his  own  goods,  left  in  his  own  poffeflbn,  after  execution  levied 
by  that  law,  fo  that  a  man  may  be  hanged  for  being  poor,  which,  though 
inconvenient,  was  never  till  then  accounted  capital  -,  with  others  too  fong 
to  be  repeated. 

And  whereas  their  lordfliips  are  pleafed  to  fay,  that  there  is  nothing  ' 
imperfeft  or  defective  in  thefe  bills  tranfmitted  hither;  yet  we  humbly 
conceive,  that  no  notice  being  taken  in  this  body  of  laws  how  or  in  what 
nature  we  are  to  make  ufe  of  the  laws  of  England,  either  as  they  have 
reference  to  the  prefervation  of  his  majefty's  prerogative  or  the  lubjefts 
rights,  we  ought  not  in  reafon  to  confent  to  thele  bills ;  for,  nothino- 
appearing  to  the  contrary,  the  governor  is  left,  ad  libittmy  to  ufe  or  refufc 
as  few  or  as  many  as  he  pleafes,  and  fuch  as  fuit  with  his  occafions ;  there 
being  no  direftions  in  them  how  to  proceed  according  to  the  laws  of 
England,  either  in  caufes  criminal  or  teftamentary,  and  in  many  other 
cafes  which  concern  the  quiet  of  the  fubjeft,  both  in  life  and  eftate. 

We  conceive  alfo,  that,  whatfoever  is  faid  to  the  contrary  by  their 
lordlhips  in  anfwer  to  the  diftance  of  places,  this  very  laft  experiment  is 
fufficiently  convincing  of  the  truth  of  tliat  allegation  ;  fince  it  is  a  year 
fince  this  model  came  over  and  was  debated,  and  before  their  lordfhips 
report  came  back,  notwithftanding  one  of  the  advices  went  home  by  an 
exprefs.     And, 

Whereas  their  lordfliips  fay,  we  cannot  be  fubjeft  to  more  accidents 
than  his  majefty's  kingdom  of  Ireland;  to  that  we  objeft,  that  advice 
and  anfwers  thence  may  be  had  in  ten  or  fourteen  days,  and  that  king- 
dom 'is  already  fettled,   our  plantation  but  beginning.     But  further, 
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\vc  cannot  imagine  that  Irifii  model  of  government  was,  in  principio,  ever 
intended  for  Englilhrnen:  befides,  their  lordfliips  cannot  but  know,  that 
tliat  model  was  introduced  amongfl:  them  by  a  law  made  by  themfelves  in 
Ireland,  and  fo  confequently  bound  them,  which,  being  now  generally 
known  to  all  thofe  who  remove  thither,  they  have  no  caufe  to  repine  ar, 
that  being  their  choice  to  live  under  it  or  flay  from  it,  and  was  made  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  Engliih  againft  the  Irifh  faflion.  As  there  is  not. 
the  fame  caufe,  fo  there  is  not  the  fame  reafon,  for  impofing  the  fame  on 
us,  unlefs  we  did  it  ourfelves,  who  are  all  his  majefty's  natural-born  fub- 
jefts  of  his  kingdom  of  England;  which  is  the  reafon  the  parliament 
give,  in  all  their  afts  concerning  the  plantations,  for  obliging  us  by  them 
to  what,  and  with  whom,  and  in  what  manner,  we  may  trade,  and  impole 
a  tax  on  us  here  in  cafe  of  trade  from  one  colony  to  another;  and  it  is 
but  equity  then,  that  the  fame  law  Ihould  have  the  fame  power  of  loofing 
as  binding. 

His  majefty  giving  a  power,  on  urgent  occafions,  to  raile  monies  the 
old  way,  only  fecures  the  king's  officers  their  falaries,  which  elfe  they  had 
been  difappointed  of;  the  aft  of  the  militia  which  was  heretofore  con- 
fented  to,  ever  providing,  that,  on  alarm  or  invafion,  the  commander  in 
chief  fhould  have  unlimited  power  over  all  perfons,  eftates,  and  things,, 
neceflary  on  fuch  urgencies. 

As  to  the  7th,  the  affembly  fay,  they  never  defired  any  power  but 
what  his  majedy's  governors  afTured.  them  was  their  birth-rights,  and 
what  they  fuppofed  his  majefty's  moft  gracious  proclamation  allowed 
them  :  alfo  his  majefty  was  gracioufly  pleafed  to  write  a  letter  to  his 
governor  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  after  the  double  trial  of  one  Peter  Johnfon, 
a  pirate,  fignifying  his  diflike  that  any  thing  fhould  be  done  that  fhould. 
caufe  any  doubt  in  his  fubjefts,  in  not  enjoying  all  the  privileges  of. 
fubjefts  of  the.  kingdom  of  England,  or  to  that  effedt. 

But  as  to  the  obftrudting  of  juftice  againft  Brown,  the  pirate,  what 
they  did,  though  not  juftifiable  in  the  manner,  was  out  of  an  afiurance, 
that  we  had  no  law  in  force  then  to  declare  my  lord  chancellor  of  Eng- 
land's power,  and  our  chancellor's  here  equal,  in  granting  commiffions 
in  purfuance 'of  the  ftatute  of  Henry  the  eighth;  which  alfo  his  majefty, 
and  council  perceiving,  have,  in  the  new  body  of  laws,.fent  one  to  fupply^ 

that 


WEST      INDIES.  293 

that  want:   and  if  they,  not  meddling  with  the  naerits  of  the  caufe,  en-   APPEN- 
deavoured  to  preferve  the  form  of  juftice,  and  juftice  itfelf,  and,  after       D I  X. 
denial  of  feveral  petitions,  joined  with  the  council,  were  led  beyond  their  '" 

duty  (for  which  they  were  (harply  reprimanded  by  the  then  governor) 
they  do  hope  for  and  humbly  beg  his  majefty's  pardon. 

And  as  for  the  adt  upon  which  he  came  in,  it  arofe  not  in  the  aflembly, 
but  was  fent  from  the  council,  to  be  confented  to  by  them,  which  was 
a&Gordingly  done. 

And  as  to  the  imprifonment  of  Mr,  Thomas  Martyn,  one  of  their 
members,  for  taking  out  procefs  in  chancery  in  his  own  private  concern 
againfl:  feveral  other  members,  and  of  the  council,  the  aflembly  then 
fitting,  and  for  other  mifdemeanors  and  breach  of  the  rules  of  the  houfe  j: 
they  hope  it  is  juftifiable,  the  king's  governor  having  aflured  them,  that, 
they  had  the  fame  power  over  their  members  (vhich  the  houft  of  com-- 
mons  have,  and  all  Ipeakers  here  praying,  and- the  governors  granting, 
the  ufual  petitions  of  Ipeakers  in  England; 

Seeing  the  governor  hath  power  to  turn  out  a  counfellor,  and  turning 
out  incapacitates  him  from  being  an  afl:embly-man,  no  counfellor  dares 
give  his  opinion  againft  the  governor,  under  danger  of  lefs  penalty  than 
lofing  that  which  he  thinks  his  birth-right:  alfo,  a  governor  being 
chancellor^  ordinary,  and  admiral,  joined  with  his  military  authority, 
lodges  fo  great  a  power  in  him,  that  being  united  and  executed  in  one 
perfon  to  turn  it  toUtm-  in  qualibet- parte,  fo  that  he  may  invalidate  any  thing 
done  under  his  own  commiffion. 

There  is  no  doubt  but,  by  this  new  way,  it  is  in  the  aflembly's  power 
to.confent  to  and  perpetuate  fuch  laws  as  are  wholly  of  benefit  to  them, 
and  leave  unpafl^ed  all  that  may  be  thought  moft  neceflary  for  his  majefty; 
which  advantage  they  not  laying  hold  on,  hope  it  will  be  an  evidence 
they  are  careful  of  his  majefty's  prerogative,  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
good  fubjeft  to  be. 

It  is  without  controverfy  that  the  old  form  of  government, ,  which, 
was  ordered  fo  like  his  majefty's  kingdom  of  England,  muft  of  confe- 
quence  be  of  greater  encouragement  to  all  his  majefty's  fubjecfts,  as  well 
as  ftrangers,  to  remove  themfelves  hither.     Upon  his  majefty's  procla- 
mation in  my  Lord  Windfor's  time,  and  by  thofe  gracious  inftruaions 

give©; 
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given  to  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  all  or  moft  part  of  the  fugar  planta- 
tions Iiave  been  fettled ;  and  the  major  part  of  the  faid  planters  being 
fuch  who  arrived  here  and  fettled  upon  the  general  lilcing  of  the  mo- 
del firft  conftituted,  and  in  belief  that  they  loft  not  any  of  the  privileges 
of  his  majefty's  fubjedls  of  the  kingdom  of  England  by  their  removal 
hither,  and  having  by  no  adt,  as  we  believe,  eitlier  provoked  his  majeftf 
or  forfeited  our  rights,  or  ever  defiring  or  attempting  to  lelfen  or  quef- 
tion  Jiis  majefty's  prerogative,  the  prefervation  whereof  we  ever  deemed 
die  bell  means  of  preferving  our  own  privileges  and  ellates,  we  fhall  pre- 
fume  to  hope  for  the:  continuance  of  his  majefty's  favour,  which  is  im- 
poflible  for  us  ever  to  forget. 

And  whereas  their  lordfhips  are  pleafed  to  offer  their  advice  to  his 
majefty,  to  flirnifli  his  governor  with  fuch  powers  as  were  formerly  given 
to  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  others,  in  whofe  time  the  then  accounted  army 
was  not  di/banded,  but  fo  continued  till  Lord  Windfor's  arrival,  who 
brought  over  the  king's  royal  donative,  and  order  to  fettle  the  civil  go- 
vernment :  we  hope  their  lordfhips  intend  not  that  we  are  to  be  go- 
verned by  or  as  an  army,  or  that  the  governor  be  empowered  to  levy 
any  tax  by  himfclf  and  council;  fince  his  majefty  having  difcharged  him- 
felf  and  council,  by  an  aft  of  parliament,  of  any  fuch  power  over  any  of 
his  majefty's  fubjedts  of  his  kingdom  of  England,  as  we  undoubtedly  are, 
it  will  be  very  hard  to  have  any  impofition  laid  on  us  but  by  our  own 
confents ;  for  their  lordHiips  well  know,  that  no  derived  power  is  greater 
than  the  primitive. 

However,  if  his  moft  gracious  majefty  ftiall  not  think  fit  to  alter  this 
model,  but  we  are  to  be  governed  by  the  governor  and  council,  accord- 
ing to  their  lordftiip's  advice,  yet  we  humbly  befeech  his  majefty  to  do 
us  the  grace  to  believe,  that  we  are  fo  fenfible  of  our  duty  and  allegiance, 
that  our  fubmiffion  to  and  comportment  under  his  majefty's  authority 
lliall  be  fuch  as  that,  we  hope,  he,  in  his  due  time,  will  be  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  reftore  unto  us  our  ancient  form  of  government,  under  which 
it  hath  hitherto  pleafed  God  to  profper  us ;  ending  with  our  hearty 
prayers  for  his  majefty's  long  and  happy  reign  over  us,  and  moft  humbly 
begging  his  majefty's  pardon  of  all  our  errors  and  miftakes,  and  a  gra- 
cious interpretation  of  this  our  anfwer ;  protefting,  from  the  bottont  of 
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e  and  refolve  t 
A  true  copy. 


our  hearts,  that  we  are  and  refolve  to  die  his  majefty's  true,  loyal,  and  A  P  P  E  N- 
obedient  fut^efts.  D I X. 


Rowland  Po^vzll,  CI.  Cone. 


N  U  M  B  E  R    XX.      ^ 

lloe  humUe  defire  and juftijication  of  the  members  cf  his  majefty's 
council^  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  in  Jamaica,  ' 

THE  alterations  of  the  frame  of  government  in  this  his  majefty's 
ifland  of  Jamaica  unto  that  of  his  kmgdom  of  Ireland,,  which  his  majefty, 
the  beft  and  greateft  of  kings,  hath  gracioufly  commanded  us  to 
fubmit  unto  and  own,  we  his  majefty's  truly  loyal  and  dutiful  fubjefts,. 
hithertO"  have  and  yet  do,  by  a  willing  readinefs,  and  ready  willingnefs, 
declare  our  entire  obedience  and  hearty  conformity  thereunto^  becaufc  his 
majefty  commands. 

And  although  his  majefty's  great  perfpicuity  and  truly  royal  prudence 
is  beft:  able  to  determine  what  government  is  the  fitteft  for  his  fubjedts. 
in  this  ifland,  yet  with  all  due  fubmifllon,  in  all  humility,,  we  beg  leave 
to  reprefent  to  his  majefty  the  great  inconvenience  attending  the  prefent 
frame,  in  tranfmitting  our  laws  home. 

The  vaft  diftance  of  place  will  of  neceffity  require  a  great  expence 
of  time,  between  the  firft  framing  our  laws  here  and  the  tranfmitting 
and  return  of  them  hither  again ;  fo  that,  before  they  can  be  paffcd  into 
laws  by  the  aflembly  here,  there  will  probably  as  great  caufe  arife  to  alter 
as  there  were  at  firft  to  make  them. 

And,  with  all  due  fubmiffion,  we  judge  it  even  impolTible  to  adapt 
laws  to  the  prefent  conftitutbn,  fo  as  not  to  admit  of  often  and  great 
alteradons ;  for,  according  to  our  experience  hitherto,  we  have  found- 
urgent  occafions  to  alter  and  amend  the  laws,  that  have  more  imme- 
diately concerned  us  here,  at  the  leaft  every  two  years ;  and  wc  cannot 
forefce  but  we  ftiall  lie  under  the  fame  necefllty  ftill  >  fo  that  if  his . 

majefty 
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B'O  O  K     majefty  gracioufly  pleafe  to  take  it  into  his  princely  confideration,  and 
II.  either  reftore  to  us  our  former  power  and  way  or  method  of  paffing 

<--.»,-  .'  laws,  or  at  leaft  remit  that  part  of  the  prefent  method  of  making  laws 
which  only  concerns  us  here,  as  they  may  pafs  without  tranfmitting  the 
fame,  wc  hope,  by  our  prefent  fubmiflion  and  entire  obedience  to  all  his' 
laws  here,  his  majefty  will  be  a  glorious  prince  and  his  fubjefts  here  an 
happy  people. 

And  whereas  the  gentlemen  of  the  aflembly,  in  their  addrefs  to  his 
majefiy  read  here  in  council  the  15th  of  November,  1679,  do  declare, 
that  as  to  the  bill  of  revenue  wherein  his  majefty's  name  was  left  out,  that 
there  are  feveral  of  the  members  of  their  aflembly  now  fitting  who  were 
members  when  the  bill  paffed  three  times  in  form  in  the  aflembly,  and, 
upon  the  befl:  recolleftion  of  their  memories,  they  are  fully  perfiiaded 
and  do  believe  the  bill  was  again  fent  down  with  that  amendment  from 
the  governor  and  council,  according  as  it  paflled  at  the  lafl: :  we,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  his  majefty's  council  here  prefent  at  the  pafling  of  the  bill,  do 
mofl:  humbly  and  with  all  ferloufnefs  aver  and  declare,  tliat  we  were  fo 
far  from  confenting  the  faid  bill  fhould  pafs  without  his  majefty's  name 
in  it,  that  we  do  not  remember  it  was  ever  debated  or  mentioned  in 
'  '  council  5  and  further,  that,  to  the  beft  of  our  refpedive  knowledge,  it 

was  read  three  times,  and  pafl"ed  the  council-board,  with  his  majefty's 
name  in  it :  and  we  are  the  rather  induced  to  this  our  confidence,  be- 
caufe  we  find  the  original  acfl  was  razed,  and,  by  the  then  Ipeaker's  own 
hand,  interlined  ;  and  moreover,  the  feveral  amendm-ents  of  the  faid  bill, 
that  -were  made  in  council,  were  all  taken  notice  of  in  the  minutes  in  our 
council-books,  and  no  mention  made  of  this ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  the 
affembly  do  produce  nothing  out  of  their  journal  to  juftify  the  refledtions 
upon  us  J  therefore  it  is  to  be  prefumed  they  cannot. 

And  we  do  further  humbly  and  unaninioufly  declare,  we  never  did  at 
ar;y  rime,  either  joindy  or  feverally,  make  any  complaint  to  the  aflembly, 
or  any  of  them,  of  the  power  given  by  his  majefty  to  his  excellency  our 
prefent  governor  to  fufpend  any  of  his  majefty's  council  here ;  for  as 
we  have  hitherto  yielded  all  due  obedience  and  fubmiflion  to  his  ma- 
jefty's royal  will  and  pleafure  concerning  us,  fo  we  hope  we  ftiall  ap- 
prove ourfelves  fuch,  and,    as  in  duty   bound,  ever  pray  for  his  ma-  ■ 

jefty's 
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jelly's  long  life,  and  that  he  may  profperoully  and  triumphantly  reign    APPEN- 
over  us.  DIX. 

This  was  unanimoufly  agreed  to  in  council  by  the  refpeftive  i/--~-^ 

members  thereof  who  were  prefent  at  the  pafiing  the  bill  of 
revenue :  Colonel  Thomas  Ballard,  Colonel  John  Cope, 
Colonel  Robert  Byndlofs,  Colonel  Thomas  Freeman,  Co- 
lonel William  Joy,  Colonel  Thomas  Fuller,  John  White, 
Efquirej 

And  confented  to  by  the  whole  council,  excepting  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Samuel  Long. 

Received  from  the  Earl  of  Carllfle,  a6th  February,  1679-80. 


NUMBER       XXL 

ExtraSi  of  an  order  in  council, 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  5th  of  March,  1679-80, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,         Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Bridgewater  Mr  Secretary  Coventry, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,        Earl  of  Eflex,  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

A  LETTER  from  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  the  committee,  dated 
23d  of  November  laft,  is  read,  wherein  his  lordfhip  acquaints  the  com- 
mittee, that,  having  called  the  council  and  affembly  together,  he  had 
caufed  their  lordfhips  report  of  the  28  th  of  May  to  be  publickly  readj 
which  their  lordlhips  think  to  be  difagreeable  to  the  diredlions  of  the 

Vol.  L  Q^q  report  j 
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report,  which  was  only  prefented  to  his  majcfty  for  his  information,  and 
in  order  to  furnilTi  the  Earl  of  CarUfle,  when  occafion  fnould  ferve,  with 
fuch  arguir.ents  as  might  be  fit  to  be  ufcd  in  juftification  of  his  maiefty's 
commifiion  and  inftru6lions ;  and  their  lordfhips  particularly  take  notice, 
that  it  was  neither  necelTary  nor  convenient  for  him  to  cxpofe  his  in- 
ftrufticns  to  the  afTembly  :  and  as  to  the  clerk  of  the  ailembly,  which  his 
lordlhip  had  appointed,  the  committee  does  very  much  approve  his  lord- 
fhip's  proceedings  therein,  and  will  defire  him  to  continue  the  fame  method 
for  the  future. 

And  wh';reas  Colonel  Long  is  reprefented  to  have  a  hand  in  leaving 
out  the  king's  name  in  the  late  bill  of  revenue,  and  in  framing  and  ad- 
vifing  the  addrefs  of  the  affembly  now  tranfmitted  to  his  majefty;  their 
lordihips  will  report,  that  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  may  be  ordered  to  fend  him 
to  England,  to  anfwer  what  is  laid  to  his  charge. 

The  addrefs  of  the  afTembly  of  Jamaica  to  his  majefly,  in  anfwer  to  a 
report  of  the  committee  approved  on  the  aSth  of  May  laft,  being  read, 
their  lordfhips  obferve,  that  there  are  many  falfities  and  miflakes  con- 
tained therein. 

Firfl,  it  is  alledged  by  the  aflembly,  that  the  illand  took  up  the  civil 
form  of  government  in  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas  Modyford  and  Sir 
Charles  Lyttelton ;  whereas  it  is  certain,  that  Colonel  D'Oyley  had  a 
commifTion,  foon  after  his  majefty 's  reftoration,  to  govern  by  the  civil 
power. 

As  to  their  denial  of  having  left  out  his  majefty's  name  in  the  revenue 
bill,  it  is  evident,  by  the  juftification  of  the  council,  and  afTurance  of  the 
Lord  Vaughan,  that  the  bill  pafTed  the  governor  and  council  with  his 
majefly's  name,  which  was  afterwards  left  out,  or  erafed,  as  may  be  fup- 
pofed  by  the  interlineation  that  yet  appears  upon  the  original  bill. 

And  whereas  it  is  faid,  that  their  lordfhips  are  mifinformed,  in  affirm- 
ing that  the  afTembly  had  before  offered  the  bill  of  revenue  in  the  fame 
ijieafure  and  proportion  as  is  now  propofed,  fince  the  laws  were  to  be  in 
force  for  two  years,  and  no  longer :  the  afTembly  have  quite  forgotten, 
or  pretended  to  be  ignorant  of,  the  powers  fettled  by  his  majefly's  com- 
mifTion to  Sir  Thomas  Lynch,  whereby  the  laws  were  to  be  in  force  for 
two  years,  and  no  longer,  unlefs  confirmed  by  his  majefly  within  that 

tiniCi 
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time  ;  lb  that  the  bill  tranfmitted  by  Sir  Thomas  Lynch  wanted  only  his    A  P  P  E  N- 
majefty's  approbation  to  render  it  perpetual.  D  I  X. 

The  aflcmbly  further  mentions  the  great  fums  raifed  in  Jamaica,  which 
had  not  been  employed  to  his  majefty's  fervice;  bur  does  not  inftance  the 
mifapplication  of  any  part  of  the  revenue  by  any  of  the  governors. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  law  for  preventing  damages  by  fire, 
of  which  they  complain,  was  firft  made  by  them;  as  alfo  the  aft  direfling 
the  marfhal's  proceedings  cannot  be  but  very  reafonable,  and  for  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  planters,  fince  it  gives  them  the  ufe  of  their  goods  after 
execution,  and  enables  them  the  better  to  pay  their  debts. 

And  whereas  the  aflembly  complains,  that  there  is  no  law  tranfmitted 
to  them  for  afcertaining  the  laws  of  England  i  it  is  thought  reafonable, 
that  his  majefty  fhould  retain  within  himfelf  the  power  of  appointing 
the  laws  of  England  to  be  in  full  force  in  that  ifland,  as  he  fhall  find 
neceflary. 

The  delays  and  length  of  time,  alledged  by  them  in  reference  to  the 
model  prefcribed  by  his  majefty,  were  wholly  occafioned  by  the  refrac- 
torinefs  of  the  aflembly,  and  not  by  the  diftance  of  places,  or  other 
reafons. 

What  they  objeft  concerning  Ireland,  in  reference  to  Jamaica,  is  frivo- 
lous; fince  the  Englifh  there  have  right  to  the  fame  privileges  as  thofe 
of  Jamaica,  and  are  bound  up  by  adts  of  parliament  in  England,  as  well 
as  the  inhabitants  of  Jamaica. 

To  the  7  th  objeftion  it  is  replied,  that  nothing  has  been  done  to  take 
away  their  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  of  Englifli  fubjefts,  fince  they 
are  governed  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm. 

Their  unwarrantable  proceedings  in  obftrufting  of  juftice  againft  Brown 
the  pirate  is  confefled,  and  his  majefty's  pardon  prayed  by  them. 

Their  lordftiips  think  the  imprifonment  of  Martyn,  and  the  articles 
preferred  againft  him,  altogether  unjuftifiable,  not  only  as  he  was  hrs 
majefty's  colleftor,  but  as  the  aflembly  ought  not,  by  the  pretenfions  of 
privilege,  to  ftielter  themfelves  from  juftice,  there  being  no  fuch  ufage  in 
Barbadoes  and  other  plantations. 

In  the  9th  place,  it  is  altogether  erroneous  in  the  afl"embly  to  think  it  is, 
by  the  prefent  model,  in  their  own  power,  to  accept  fuch  laws  as  are 
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wholly  of  benefit  to  themfelves,  and  to  rejeft  fuch  as  arc  moft  neceflary 
for  his  majeftry  ;  fince  the  governor  yet  retains  a  negative  voiccj  after  the 
confent  of  the  aflembly. 

And  whereas  they  very  much  infill  upon  his  majefty's  proclamation  in 
my  Lord  Windfor's  time  :  his  majefty  has  not  in  any  inftance  withdrawn 
the  efFefts  of  his  promife  to  them,  nor  impofed  feveral  rules  and  inftruc- 
tions  that  were  prefcribed  in  Sir  Thomas  Modyford's  cornmiffion  and  in- 
ftruftions,  whereby  he  had  power,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  to  raife 
money  on  ftrong  liquors  :  and  the  aflembly  can  as  little  believe  they 
have  not  provoked  his  majefty  to  keep  a  ftri6t  eye  upon  them,  after 
their  feveral  unwarrantable  proceedings  during  the  government  of  the 
Lord  Vaughan,  and  fince  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  by  their  votes  and 
otherwife. 

In  the  laft  place,  it  is  falfely  infinuated  by  the  aflembly,  that  the  go- 
vernment remained  under  an  army  in  Colonel  D'Oyley's  time ;  fince  it 
appears  plainly  by  his  commifllon,  that  it  was  otherwife  provided,  and 
that  the  martial  law  was  then  laid  afide  :  fo  that,  upon  the  whole  matter,, 
they  have  reafon  ,  to  beg  his  majefty's  pardon  for  all  their  errors  and 
miftakes. 

The  juftification  of  the  council  of  Jamaica,  in  anfwer  to  the  imputation 
of  the  aflfembly,  of  their  leaving  out  the  king's  name  in  the  revenue  bill^, 
is  alfo  read  -,  and  to  be  made  ufe  of  by  the  governorj  to  difprove  the 
allegations  of  the  afl"embly  in  their  own  behalf. 


NUMBER 
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N  U^M  B  E  R      XXIII. 

Extract  of  an  order  in  council, 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Monday  the  8  th  of  March, 
1679-80, 

Present, 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  Earl  of  Bridge  water.  Sir  Leolin  Jenkins, 

THE  Lord  Vaughan  attends,  concerning  the  charge  againft  Co- 
lonel Long,  of  Jamaica,  for  razing  out  the  king's  name  in  the  adl  of 
revenue  j  and  declares,  that  he  is  very  confident  that  the  bill  came  up 
from  the  aflembly  to  the  council  with  the  king's  name  in  it,  and  that  it 
■was  not  put  out  by  the  council,  nor  by  his  privity  j  and  that  when  Mr. 
Martyn  came  to  Jamaica  with  the  king's  patent  to  be  coUedor,  his  lord- 
Ihip  then  fent  for  the  a£t,  and  perceived  the  interlineation  to  be  in  Colonel. 
Long's  handi  and  that  his  lordlhip  does  abfolutely  agree  with  the  council, 
of  Jamaica,  in  the  matter  of  their  juftification. 


APPEN- 
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Jamaica. 


NUMBER      XXIV. 

ExtraSl  of  an  order  in  council. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chan^ber  at  Whitehall,  Thurfday  the  nth  of  March, 
1679-80, 


Present,  ' 

Lord  Prefident,  Marquis  of  Worcefter,         Sir  Leolin  Jenkins. 

Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Bridgewater, 

THEIR  lordfliips  take  into  confideration  the  ftate  of  the  govern- 
ment in  Jamaica,  and  agree  to  refer  the  queries  following  to  Mr.  At- 
torney and  Mr.  Solicitor  General,  for  their  opinions  therein ;   viz. 

I  ft.  Whether,  from  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  Jamaica,  his  ma- 
jefty's  fubjedls  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a  right  to  the  laws  of 
England,  as  Engliflimen,  or  by  virtue  of  the  king's  proclamation,  or 
otherwifc  ? 

2d.  Whether  his  majefty's  fubjeflis  of  Jamaica,  claiming  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well  by  fuch  laws  as  are 
beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fupport 
of  the  government,  as  by  other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit  and 
eafe  of  the  fubjeft  ? 

3d.  Whether  the  fubfidies  of  tonnage  and  poundage  upon  goods  that 
may  by  law,  or  Ihall  be  direftly  carried  to  Jamaica,  be  not  payable,  ac- 
cording to  law,  by  his  majefty's  fubjedls  inhabiting  that  iQand,  or  trading 
there,  by  virtue  of  the  afts  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  or  other  ads  made 
in  England  ? 

4th.  Whether  wine  or  other  goods,  once  brought  into  England  and 
tranfported  from  thence,  upon  which  the  refpeftive  abatements  are  al- 
lowed upon  exportation,  according  to  law,  the  fame  being  afterwards  car- 
ried 
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ried  to  Jamaica  and  landed  there,  ftiall  not  be  liable  to  the  payment  of   APPEN- 
the  full  duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage  which  it  fhould  have  paid  if  con-        D  IX. 

fumed  in  England,  deducting  only  fuch  part  of  the  faid  duty  as  Ihall  not    <— — >, ' 

be  repaid  in  England  upon  exportation  of  the  faid  goods  from  thence  ? 

Which  queries  were  accordingly  tranfmitced  to  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr. 
Solicitor  General,  with  a  paper  containing  the  pad  and  prefent  ftate  of 
Jamaica,  in  relation  to  the  government. 


NUMBER     XXV. 

Letter  to  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr,  Sdicitor  General. 

Council- chamber,  nth  March,  1679-80. 

Gendemen, 

THE  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade  and  plan- 
tations, upon  confideration  of  the  affairs  of  Jamaica,  have  ftated  thequef- 
tions  following  J  viz. 

\Here  were  recited  the  queries fiated  in  the  -preceding  number.'] 

To  which  queflions  their  lordlhips  defire  your  anfwer  in  writing,  with 
all  convenient  fpeed :  and,  for  your  information,  I  have  inclofed  a  paper, 
containing  ajhort  account  cf  the  paji  and  prefent  ftate  of  the  government  in 
Jamaica ;  and  in  cafe  you  fhould  require  any  further  fatisfaftion  therein, 
or  touching  the  queries  referred  unto  you,  I  am  ordered  by  the  lords  of 
the  committee  to  attend  you  at  any  time  or  place  you  fhall  think  fit  to. 
appoint. 

I  am,  with  all  refped,  gendemen,  ^c. 


NUMBER 
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NUMBER      XXVI. 

ExtraSi  of  an  order  in  council. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee    of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  27th  of  April,  1680, 

Present, 
Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Eflex,  Mr.  Hyde, 

luord  Prefident,  Vifcount  Fauconberg,     Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Earl  of  Sunderland, 

MR.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  having  likewife  acquainted 
the  committee,  that,  upon  confideration  of  the  four  queftions  concerning 
Jamaica,  referred  unto  them  the  nth  of  March,  they  did  find  them  of 
fuch  difficulty  and  moment  as  to  deferve  the  opinion  of  the  judges : 
it  is  agreed  that  they  be  accordingly  referred  unto  the  judges ;  upon 
whom  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General  are  defired  to  attend  with 
them ;  Mr.  Attorney  having  firft  delivered  his  opinion,  "  that  the  people 
'"^  of  Jamaica  have  no  right  to  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  England,  but 
"  by  fuch  laws  as  are  made  there,  and  eftablifhed  by  his  majefty's  autho- 
"  rity."  But  whereas  Mr.  Solicitor  General  doth  deliver  his  opinion, 
that  the  word  "  dominion,"  in  the  aft  of  parliament  for  tonnage  and 
poundage,  may  feem  rather  to  imply  the  dominion  of  Wales  and  Ber- 
wick upon  Tweed  only,  than  to  extend  to  the  plantations;  and  more 
efpecially,  as  Mr.  Attorney  alledges,  fmce  the  iflands  of  Guernfey  and 
Jerfey  are  not  concerned  in  that  adl ;  their  lordfhips  order  the  two  firft 
queftions  only  to  be  fent  unto  the  judges,  without  any  mention  to  be 
made  of  the  two  laft,  which  particularize  the  aft  of  tonnage  and 
poundage. 
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NUMBER      XXVI!.  APPEN- 

DIX. 

References  to  the  judges  about  Jamaks,  "^ 

Coumil-chamher^  •i.'jth  April,  1680. 
Gentlemen, 

I  A  M  commanded  by  the  right  honourable  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council  appointed  a  committee  of  trade  and  foreign  plantations,  to  fignify 
their  defires  that  you  attend  his  majefty's  judges  with  the  queftions  fol- 
lowing : 

ift.  Whether  from  the  paft  and  prefent  ftate  of  Jamaica,  his  majefty's 
fubjefts  inhabiting  and  trading  there  have  a  right  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, as  Englifhmen,  or  by  virtue  of  the  king's  proclamation,  or  other- 
wife  ? 

ad.  Whether  his  majefty's  fubjefls  of  Jamaica,  claiming  to  be  go- 
verned by  the  laws  of  England,  are  not  bound  as  well  by  fuch  laws  as 
are  beneficial  to  the  king,  by  appointing  taxes  and  fubfidies  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  government,  as  by  other  laws,  which  tend  only  to  the  benefit 
and  eafe  of  the  fubjeft  ? 

Which  queftions  their  lordlhips  defire  his  majefty's  judges  to  confider 
and  anfwer  in  writings  and  to  return  the  opinions  to  the  committee  with, 
convenient  fpeed^ 

I  am,  with  refpeft;  i^t. 
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N.  U  iM  B  E  R      XXVIII. 

Order  to  the  judges  ahciit  the  quejiim  of  Jamaica. 

At  die  court  at  Whitehall^  die  136  of  June,  1680. 


P 


RESENT, 


'  tlis  Majcfty, 
Prince  Rupert,  Lord  Chiinibtrlain, 

Archbp.  of  Canterbury,   Earl  of  Sunderland, 


Lord  Chancellor, 
Lord  Prefident, 
Lord  Privy- Sea), 
Duke  of  Albemarle, 
Marquis  of  Worcefter, 
Earl  of  Offory, 


Earl  of  Clarendon, 

Earl  of  Bath, 

Lord  Bifhop  of  London, 

Mr.  Hyde, 

Mr.  Finch, 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 


Mr.  Coventry, 

Mr.  Secretary  Jen- 
kins, 

Mr.  Cha;ncellor  of 
the  Exchequer, 

Mr.  Godolphin. 


IT  is  this  day  ordered  in  council,  that  Mr.  Attorney  and  Mr.  Solicitor 
General  do  attend  his  majefty's  judges,  and  defire  them  to  afiennble 
with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and,  being  affembled,  to  confer  with  them 
concerning  this  queftion ;  viz. 

Whether,  by  his  majefty's  letter,  proclamation,  or  commifllons,  an- 
nexed, his  majefty  hath  excluded  himfelf  from  the  power  of  eftablifhing 
laws  in  Jamaica,  it  being  a  conquered  country,  and  all  laws  fettled  by 
authority  there  being  now  expired  ? 

And  that,  upon  receiving  the  opinions  of  his  majefty's  judges,  under 
their  hands  in  writing-,  they  do  report  the  fame  to  the  lords  of  the  privy- 
council  appointed  a  committee  for  trade  and  foreign  plantations. 
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NUMBER      XXIX.'  APPEN- 

DI  X. 

E:<tra£i   of  m   order    in   council.. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  7th  of  September,  1680, 

Present, 

^ord  Prefident,         Marquis  of  Worceller,       Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

MR.  Secretary  Jenkins  acquaints  the  committee,  that  Colonel  Long, 
of  Jamaica,  had  fome  days  before  furrendeied  himfelf  to  him,  upon  a. 
bond  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  given  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  to  that  pur- 
pole  j  and  that  he  had  taken  his  fecurity  for  the  like  fum,  that  he  would; 
attend  the  firft  council,  on  Friday  next,  being  the  10th.  inftant. 


NUMBER      XXX. 

Co-^y  of  an    order    in    council.. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  councili- 
chamber  at  Whitehall, 

Present, 

Prince  Rupert,  Marquis  of  Worceller,,        Earl  of  Bath, 

Lord  Prefident,,         Earl  of  Clarendon,  Mr..  Secretary  Jenkins, 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  is  called  in,  and  deKvers  a  paper  containing  a 
charge  againft  Colonel  Long,  which  is  read,  confifting  chiefly  in  three 
points ;  viz.  That  he  had  razed  the  king's  name  out  of  the  aifl  for  raifing- 
a  publick  revenue;  that  he  had  granted  an  habeas  corpus :,  being  judge,  for 

R  r  2.  a  perfon 
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a  peifon  condemned  by  law;  and  had  oppofed  the  fettlement  of  the  coun- 
try purfuant  to  the  king's  orders. 

And  his  lordfhip  declaring,  that  he  had  nothing  more  to  fay  againft: 
Colonel  Long  than  v/as  contained  in  that  paper,  only  referving  to  him- 
felf  the  liberty  of  explaining  what  he  had  therein  mentioned,  Colonel 
Long  is  called  in,  and  the  paper  read  to  him  ;  wliereupon  he  pofitively 
denies  that  he  had  done  any  thing  to  the  bill  without  the  diredtions  of  the 
affcniblyj  and  that  he  believes  the  razure  happened,  inafmuch  as  the 
clerk  of  the  aflembly  had  tranfcribed  the  bill  pafied  in  Sir  Thomas 
Lynch's  time,  which  was  now  blotted  out  by  the  agreement  of  the  go- 
vernor, council,  and  aflembly,  and  the  words  written  in  his  hand  were 
only  added  to  make  up  the  fenfe,  which  otherwife  would  have  been  want- 
ing, which  he  did  as  fpeaker  of  that  aHembly  from  whom  he  had  direc- 
tions j  which  is  confirmed  by  the  letters  of  Major  Molefvvorth,  Mr.  Ber- 
nard, Mr.  Afhurft,  Mr.  Burton,  and  of  the  clerk  of  the  aflembly. 

As  to  the  granting  an  habeas  corpus,  he  declares  he  did  not  know  the 
perfon  was  condemned;  and  diat  it  is  ufual  for  the  judges  to  fign  blank 
habeas  corpus'?.,  wliich  the  clerk  gives  out  in  courle. 

And  that  he  never  oppofed  the  king's  orders,  otherwife  than  by  ex- 
preffing  his  opinion,  that  they  were  not  for  his  majelly's  fervice,  nor  the 
good  of  the  country. 
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DIX. 

Extras   of  an  order   in   counciL 


At  the  comrnktee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  tbe  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Tuefday  the  1 2th  of  Odoberj 
16S0, 

Present, 
Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Sunderland,     Mr.  Hyde» 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  Clarendon,      Mr.  Godolphin, 

Lord  Pi  ivy-Seal,  Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Marquis  of  W.orcefterj     Vifc.  Fauconbcrg,        Mr.  Seymcur. 

THE  Earl  of  Carlifle  attending,  acquaints  the  c<imnnittee,  that  the 
aft  for  raifing  a  publick  revenue  will  expire  in  March  next,  and  diat  the 
government  will  be  left  under  very  great  neceffities,  in  cafe  the  Ring  do 
not  give  Sir  Henry  Morgan  leave  to  pafs  a  temporary  bill,  until  the  fuH 
fettlement  of  affairs  lliall  be  agreed  on,  which  is  like  to  take  up  a  confi- 
derable  time;  and  therefore  propofes,  that  the  order  in  council,  dated  the 
14th  of  January  laft  (which  is  read)  forbidding  the  governor  to  raife  mo- 
ney by  any  other  ad  or  order  whatfoever  than  by  the  bill  tVanfmitted  by 
his  majefty,  which  the  affembly  will  not  be  wilhng  to  pafs  until  the  go- 
vernment be  entirely  fettled  in  fuch  manner  as  may  be  more  agreeable 
to  them  than  the  Iri(h  model,  be  fufpended.  His  lordfliip  proceeds  to 
give  an  account  cf  his  tranfiftions  with  the  afiem.bly  to  perfuade  them  to 
pafs  the  revenue  bill,  and  reads  the  objeftions  of  the  affemblv,  and  his 
anfwer  to  them;  whereof,  and  of  the  C(nincil- books,  his  lordfhip  is  de- 
fired  to  give  a  tranfcript  to  the  committee. 

There  having  been  two  lav/s  read  which  were  entered  therein,  the  cne 
rrade  by  Colonel  D'Uylcy  and  the  council,  for  rsifmg  imports  om  li- 
quors, the  other  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttekon  and  his  cou;ici!,  being  a  mp, 
plemental  ad  to  the  former: 

And  his  Ir-rdfh'.p  rcquainting  the  commirter,  th-t,  rs  for  licncfs  of 
taverns,  he  had  fct  them  on  foot  before  he  pafUd  any  bill  cf  revenue  ; 

It 
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B  O  O  K         ^^  's  thereupon  thought  fit,  by  fome  of  their  lordfhips,  that  the  afTem- 
j[_  b]y  of  Jamaica  be  induced  to  pafs  a  perpetual  bill,  by  having  leave  to  ap- 

i -,_ I    propriate  the  revenue  to  the  fupport  of  the  g(>vernment. 

And  the  committee  is  appointed  to  meet  again  on  thii  bufinefs  en 
Thurlday,  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning;  when  Colonel  Long,  and  the 
other  affembly  men  lately  come  over,  are  to  attend. 


NUMBER     XXXII. 

Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  Thurlday  the  14th  of  Oftober, 
i62o. 

Present, 
Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Clarendon,     Vifcount  Fauconberg, 

Lord  Prefident,  Earl  of  ElTex,  Lord  Chief  J  uftice  North, 

Lord  Privy- Seal,  Earl  of  Plalifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Marquis  of  Worcefter, 

T  HE  Earl  of  Carlifle  attends,  and  produces  an  entry  in  the  council- 
book  of  Jamaica,  of  a  law  palTed  by  Colonel  D'Oyley  and  the  council, 
for  raifincr  a  publick  revenue,  and  of  another  paffed  by  Sir  Charles  Lyt- 
tekon  and  the  council,  being  a  fupplemental  aft  to  the  former,  both 
which  are  Indefinite,  and  not  determined  by  the  commifilons  of  Colonel . 
D'Oyley  or  my  Lord  Windfor,  v/hofe  deputy  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton 
was. 

After  which,  Colonel  Long  and  Mr.  Afhurft  are  called  In  (the  other 
gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  in  the  country)  and  being  afked,  Why  they- 
were  not  willing  that  a  perpetual  bill  of  revenue  fhould  pafs  in  Jamaica  ? 
they  made  anfwer,  that  they  have  no  other  way  to  make  their  aggriev- 
ances  known  to  the  king,  to  have  them  redrefied,  than  by  the  dependance 
of  the  governor  upon  the  aflembly,  which  is  preferved'  by  paffing  tem- 
porary bills  of  revenue;  and  that,  a  perpetual  bill  being  paffed,  all  the 
ends  of  orovernment  would  be  aniwered,  and  there  would  be  no  further 
need  of  calling  affemblies.     To  which  my  Lord  of  Carlifle  replies,  that, 

notwithftanding 
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notwlthftanding  any  ad  for  raifing  an  imp>oft  on  liquors  fliould-  be  pafTed 
in  that  manner^  yet  the  neceffities  and  contingencies  of  the  government 
are  fuch  as  to  require  the  frequent  calling  of  afTembiies,  for  raifing  nr^o- 
ney  by  other  means^nd  doing  publick  works,  the  prefenl-revenue  com- 
ing far  fliort  of  the  expence  of  the  government. 

Their  lordfliips  tell  Colonel  Long,  that,  in  cafe  they  be  willing  and  pafs 
die  a<5t  of  revenue  indefinitely,  the  king  may  be  induced  to  fettle  other 
perpetual  laws,  which  they  (hall  propofe  as  beneficial  to  them. 

The  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  being  withdrawn,  their  lordfhips  enter  upon 
a  debate  concerning  a  continuance  of  the  two  laws  made  by  Colonel 
D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  before  mentioned,  and  ho''Ji;  far  the 
Englijh  laius  and  niethcds  of  government  ouzht  to  take  place  in  'Jamakd ; 
and  it  is  there  alledged,  "  that  the  la  'jos  of  Engla7rd  cannot  be  in  force,  in  ano- 
"  ther  count ry,  ivhere  the  conjlitution  of  the  place  is  different  from  that  of 
"  England." 

Upon  the  whole  matter,  the  committee  defire  my  Lord  Chief  Jufticc 
North  to  report  his  opinion  in  writing,  on  Monday  next,  upon  the  quef- 
tions  following;  viz. 

I  ft.  Whether  the  king,  by  his  proclamation  publifhed  during  my  Lord 
Windfor's  government,  his  majejly^s  letter  dated  i^th  of  January ,  1672— j, 
or  any  other  aft,  appearing  by  the  laws  of  England  or  any  laws  of  Ja- 
maica, or  by  his  majefty's  commifTions  or  inftruftions  to  his  governors, 
has  diverted  himfelf  of  the  power  \it  for7nerly  had  to  alter  the  forms  of  go- 
vernment in  Jamaica? 

2d.  Whether  any  aft  of  the  aflembly  of  Jamaica,  or  any  other  aft  of 
his  majefty  or  his  governors,  have  totally  repealed  the  a6ts  made  by  Co- 
lonel D'Oyley  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton  for  raifing  a  publick  revenue,  or 
whether  they  are  now  in  force  ? 

Memorandum,  His  majefty  being  prefent,  my  Lord  Chief  Jufticc 
North  was  added  to  the  committee. 

Memorandum,  Colonel  Long  having  mentioned  fome  tranfac- 
tions  of  my  Lord  Vaughan's  during  his  government,  his  lord- 
fhip  is  to  be  fummoned  for  the  next  meeting. 
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NUMBER     XXXIII. 
Jamaica. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  co-jncil- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Monday  the  i8ch  of  Oftober, 
1680, 

Present, 
Lord  Prefideni:,  Earl  of  Clarendon,  Lord  Chief  Jiiftice  North, 

Lord  Privy-Seal,        Earl  of  Halifax,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Lord  Chamberlain,     Lord  Vile.  Jr'auconberg,     Mr.  Seymour. 
Earl  of  Efiex, 

MY  Lord  Chief  Jufl-ice  North  having  acquainted  the  committee,  tliat 
he  had  confidered  of  the  two  queftions  propofed  by  their  lordfhips ;  and 
that,  although  fome  further  time  would  be  requifite  for  him  to  give  in 
his  anfwer,  yet,  in  refpeft  of  the  hafte  that  was  neceffary  for  fetding  the 
revenue,  his  lordfhip  undertakes  to  return  his  anfwer  at  the  next  meeting 
upon  the  fecond  queftion ;  wherein  his  lordfliip  is  defired  to  take  to  his 
affiftance  fome  other  of  his  majefty's  judges ;  ^7Z. 

"Whether  any  a£l  of  theaffembly  of  Jamaica,  or  any  aft  of  his  majefty 
or  his  governors,  have  totally  repealed  the  afts  made  by  Colonel  D'Oyley 
and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  for  raifing  a  pubhck  revenue,  or  whether  the]f 
are  now  in  force  ? 
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NUMBER      XXXIV.  APPEN- 


Jamaica. 

^  At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Wednefday  the  20th  of  O6I0- 
ber,  1680, 

Present, 

Lord.  Prefident,  Earl  of  ElTex,  Lord  Bifhop  of  Londong 

Earl  of  Sunderland,   Earl  of  Halifax  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins, 

Earl  of  Bridgewater,  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North,  Mr,  Seymour. 

MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  having  delivered  his  opinion  in  writ- 
ing upon  the  queftion  recommended  to  him  at  the  laft  meeting,  Colonel 
Long,  Mr.  Beefton,  Mr.  Afhurft,  and  other  planters  and  merchants  of 
Jamaica,  together  with  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  are  called  in,  and  his  lordflup's 
opinion  is  read  to  them ;  whereby  his  lordfhip  concludes,  that  the  aft  of 
revenue  made  in  i66j  by  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton,  is  yet  in  force,  as  being 
not  repealed  by  any  fubfequent  afts,  which  were  limited  to  the  term  of 
two  years  by  his  majefty's  commands.  But  Colonel  Long  objefts,  that 
there  was  a  law  made  by  Sir  Thomas  Modyford,  which  declares  all  laws 
pafled  at  Sir  Charles  Lyttelton's  aflemblies  void,  for  want  of  due  form  in 
the  writs,  and  other  particulars :  whereupon  they  are  bid  to  withdraw ; 
and  whereas  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  was  not  prefent  when  this 
objeftion  was  made,  their  lordfhips  think  fit  that  he  be  acquainted  there- 
with, and  defired  to  renew  his  opinion ;  and  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica 
are  alfo  defired  to  be  ready  with  the  objeftions  they  have  to  make  to  his 
lordfliip's  report,  at  the  next  meeting,  which  is  appointed  for  to-morrow 
at  three  in  the  afternoon. 


DIX. 
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NUMBER      XXX\^. 


Jamaica. 


At  the- committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  councH- 
chamber    at    Whitehallj   Thurfday  21ft    of  Oftober, 

1680, 

Present,, 
Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Bridgewater,.  Mr,  Hyde, 

Lord  Prefident  Earl  of  Clarendon,      Lord  Chief  JufticeN'orthj 

Marquis  of  Worcefter,     Vifc.  Fauconberg,       Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

THE  lords,  being  met  to  confider  the  bufinefs  of  Jamaica,  order  the 
proclamation  publiflied  in  my  Lord  Windfor's  time  to  be  read :  and 
thereupon  their  lordihips  exprefs  their  opinion,  that  his  majefty  did 
thereby  affure  and  fettle  the  property  of  the  inhabitants,  but  not.  the  go- 
vernmeiit  and  form :  thence  thefe  queflions  did  ai  ife  ;  viz,^ 

ift.  Whether,  upon  the  confideration  of  the  commiffion  and  inflruc- 
tions  to  Colonel  D'Oyley,  and  Sir  Charles  Lyttelt<;n,  and  the  conjlitutmt 
of  the  ifland  thereupon,  the  aCts  of  council  made  by  Colonel  D'Oyley  and 
Sir  Charles  Lytteltoa  were  perpetual  laws,  binding  to  the  inhabitants,  of 
the  ifland  ? 

2d.  Whether,  fuppofing.  thofe  laws  good  and  perpetual,  any  of  the  fub- 
fequent  laws,  or  the  proclamation. in  my  Lord  Windfor's  time,  hSrVe  taken 
away  the  force  of  thefe  laws? 

And  becaufe  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  made  divers  objections  againft 
riie  validity  of  thofe  laws,  as  being  made  by  the  governors  and  council 
without  an  aflembly,  and  againft  the  perpetuity  of  them,  as  being  re- 
pealed by  fubfequent  laws;  their  hordfliips  do  therefore  think,  it  mofl: 
conducing  to  his  msjefty's  fervice,  that  Colonel  Long,  Major  Eeefton, 
and  \)r.  Afhurft,  do  attend  my  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North,  in  order  to 
explain  to  his  lorufhip  what  is  chiefly  expedled  by  them,  whereby  they 
may  be  induced  to  fettle  the  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  governmental 
to  the  end  matters  may  be  brought  to  aa  accommodation. 
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Jamaica.  OIX. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council-     v— —v—^J 
chamber  at  Whitehallj  V/ednelday  the  ayth  of  O£tober, 
i6So, 

Present, 
Lord  Privy-Seal,  Earl  of  Bath,  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 

Earl  of  Bridgevvater,        Earl  of  Halifax,  chequer. 

Lord  Chamberlain, 

MY  Lord  Chief  Juftice  North  reports,  that  he  has  been  attended 
by  the  gentlemen  of  Jamaica,  who  have  declared  themfelves  willing  to 
grant  the  king  a  perpetual  bill  for  the  payment  of  the  governors,  and 
another  bill  for  the  payment  of  contingencies  to  continue  for  feven  years,  . 
provided  they  may  be  reftored  to  their  ancient  form  of  paffing  laws,  and 
may  be  afiTured  of  fuch  of  the  laws  of  England  as  may  concern  their 
liberty  and  property. 

Their  lord  (hips  taking  notice,  that  the  revenue  of  Jamaica  will  expire 
jn  March  next,  diredt  a  letter  to  be  prepared,  for  the  approbation  of  the 
council,  empowering  Sir  Henry  Morgan  to  call  an  aflembly,  and  to  en- 
deavour the  paffing  a  temporary  bill,  with  their  confent,  for  therevenuej 
and,  in  cafe  of  their  refufal,  to  raife  the  fame  in  fuch  manner  as  hadi  been 
done  by  former  governors. 

Memorandum.,  At  a  council  on  the  inftant,  a  draught  ' 

of  the  aforementioned  letter  was  read. 

And  upon  reading  the  petition  of  the  planters,  merchants  and  inhabi- 
tants of  Jamaica,  praying  to  be  reftored  to  their  ancient  method  of  mak- 
ing laws,  the  lords  of  the  committee  are  ordered  to  meet  de  die  in  diem, 
until  they  fhall  have  agreed  on  fuch  a  metliod  for  the  making  of  laws,  and 
the  fettlement  of  the  government,  as  they  ftiall  find  moft  convenient  for 
his  majcfty's  fervice. 
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NUMBER      XXXVII. 

At  the  committee  of  trade  and  pkntations,  in  the  council- 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Thurfday  the  aSthofOfto- 
ber,   1680, 


Prince  Rupert, 
Lord  Privy-Seal, 
Lord  Chamberlain, 
Earl  oi  Bridgewater, 
Earl  of  Sunderland, 


Present, 

Earl  of  Clarendon, 
Earl  of  Eflex, 
Earl  of  Halifax, 
Vifcount  Fauconberg, 


Bilhop  of  London, 
Mr.  Hyde, 

Lord  Chief  Juftice  North, 
Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 


THEIR  lordfhips  having  confidered  that  part  of  the  letter  from  the 
council  of  Jamaica,  dated  20th  May  laft,  that  concerns  the  laws,  and 
having  read  the  petition  of  the  merchants  and  planters  of  Jamaica,  pre- 
fented  in  council  on  the  as  alfo  a  paper  prepared  by 

Mr.  Blackwayt,  concerning  the  manner  of  making  laws  in  Jamaica, 
their  lordfhips,  upon  full  confideration  and  debate  of  what  may  beft  con- 
duce to  his  majefly's  fervice,  agree,  thai  the  frefent  method  of  making  laws, 
in  Barhadoes,  as  fettled  hy  the  commiffion  of  Sir  Richard  Duttmy  be  propofed 
unto  his  majejly  in  council:  and  that  powers  be  drawn  up  for  the  Earl  of 
Carlifle,  with  inftruftions  fuitable  to  that  fcheme,  and  with  refpedl  to  the 
preient  circumftances  of  Jamaica,  and  that  the  affembly  may  be  the  more 
eafily  induced  to  grant  a  revenue  for  the  fupport  of  the  government,  their 
lordfhips  are  of  opinion,  that  his  majefly's  quit-rents,  and  the  tax  on 
the  wine-licences,  as  well  as  all  other  levies  which  now  are  or  fhall  be 
made,  be  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the  government,  and  to  no  other 
\ife  whatfoever. 
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Jamaica. 

At  a  committee  of  trade  and  plantations,  in  the  council-  a  PP  E  N 
chamber  at  Whitehall,  on  Saturday  the  30th  of  Odlober,       n  I  X   ' 

Present,, 
Prince  Rupert,  Earl  of  Sunderland,         Vifcount  Fauconberg, 

Duke  of  Albemarle,       Earl  of  Clarendon,  Earl  of  Halifax, 

Lord  Chamberlain,         Earl  of  Eflex,  Mr.  Secretary  Jenkins. 

Earl  of  Bridgewater, 

COLONEL  Long  and  the  other  gentlemen  of  Jamaica  attend,  and 
are  acquainted  vs-ith  the  refolutions  of  the  committee  to  report  to  his 
majefty,  that  they  may  enjoy  the  fame  method  of  making  laws  as  is  now 
appointed  for  Barbadoes  j  with  which  the  gentlemen  exprefs  themfelves 
very  well  fatisfied. 

NUMBER      XXXIX. 

Co$y  of  powers  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  for  making  laws. 

Charles  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  England, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
&c. 

To  our  right  trufly  and  right  well-beloved  eoufin  Charles 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  our  captain-general  and  governor  in 
chief  in  and  over  our  ifland  of  Jamaica,  and  other  the 
territories  depending  thereon ;  and  to  our  deputy-go- 
vernor and  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  ifland  j 
and,  in  cafe  of  their  death  or  abfence,  to  our  council 
of  Jamaica. 

WHEREAS,  by  our  royal  commifllon  bearing  date  the  firfl  of 
March,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  our  reign,  we  having  thought  fit  to  conft:i- 

I  tUtCj, 
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cute  and  appoint  you,  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle,  captain-general  and  go- 
vernor  in  chief   in   and  over  our  iOand  of  Jamaica,  and  the   territories 
depending  thereon,  thereby  commanding  and  requiring  you,  or  in  your 
ablence  cur  deputy-governor,  or  our  council,  to  do  and  execute  all  things 
belonging  to  the  faid  command,  and   the  truft  repofed  in  you,  according 
to  the  feveral  pov/ers  or  diredlions  granted  or  appointed  you  by  the  faid 
commilTion  and  the  inftruclions  therewith  given  you,  or  by  further  powers 
and  infcruftions  to  be  granted  or  appointed  you  under  our  fignet  and  fign 
manual,  as'  by  our,  faid  commiffion  (reference  being  thereunto  had)  doth 
more  at  large  appear:  and  whereas  it  is  neceflary  that  good  and  wholefome 
jaws  and  ordinances  be  fettled  and  eftabliflied  for  tlie  government  and 
fupport  of  our  ifland  of  Jamaica  :   we  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you 
foil  power  and  authority,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid  council, 
from  time  to  time,  as  need  fhall  require,  to  fummon  or  call  general  affem- 
blies  of  the  freeholders  and  planters  widiin  the  faid  ifland,   in  manner 
and  form  as  is  now  praftifed  in  Jamaica.     And  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
that  the  perfons  thereupon   duly  elefted   by  the  major  part  of  the  free-- 
holders  of  the  refpedtive  parilhes  and  places,   and  fo  returned  (havino-, 
■before  riieir  fitting,  taken  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  which 
you  fhall  commiffionate  fit  perfons,  under  the  publick  feal  of  that  ifland, 
to  adminifter,  and  without  taking  which  none  fhall  be  capable  of  fitting, 
though  elefted)  fhall  be  called  and  held  the  general  afTembly  of  our 
ifland  of  Jamaica ;   and  that  they,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  fhall  have 
■full  power  and  authority,  witli  the  advice  and  confent  of  yourfelf  and  of 
the  council,  to   make,  conflitute,  and  ordain  laws,   flatutes,  and  ordi- 
nances, for  the  publick  peace,  welfare,  and  good  government  of  the  faid 
ifland,  and  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  thereof,  and  fuch  other  as  fhall 
refort  thereto,  and  for  the  benefit  of  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors;   which  faid 
laws,  flatutes,  and  ordinances,  are  to  be  (as  near  as  conveniently  may  be) 
agreeable  to  the  laws  and  flatutes  of  our  kingdom  of  England  :  provided, 
that  all  fuch  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  of  what  nature  or  duration 
whatfoever,  be,  within  three  months,  or  by  the  firft  conveyance  after  the 
making  the  fame,   tranfmitted   unto  us   under  the  publick  fea],  for  our 
allowance  and  approbation  of  them,  as  alfo  duplicates   thergcf  by  the 
next  conveyance  :    and  in  cafe  all  or  any  of  them  (being  not  before  con- 
firmed by  us)  fhall  at  any  time  be  difallowed  and  not  approved,  and  fo 
fignified  by  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccefTors,  under  our  or  their  fign  manual 
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or  fignet,  or  by  order  of  our  or  their  privy-councn,  uato  you,  the  faid    APPEN- 

Earl  ofXarlifle,   or  to  the  commander  in  chief  of  our  faid  ifland  for  the        DIX. 

time  being,  then  fuch  or  fo  many  of  them  as  fhall  be  fo  difallcwed  and    '""      ''" 

not  approved  fhall  from   thenceforth  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  utterly 

void  and  of  none  efFed,  any  thing  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithfland- 

ing.     And,  to  the  end  nothing  may  be  paffed  oY  done  in  our  faid  ifland. 

by  the  faid  council  or  affembly  to  the  prejudice  of  us,  our  heirs  or  fuc- 

ceflbrsj  we  will  and  ordain  that  you,  the  faid  Charles  Earl  of  Carhfle, 

{hall  have  and  enjoy  a  negative  voice   in  the  making  or  paffing  of  all 

laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances,  as  aforefaid ;   and  that  you  fliall  and  may 

likewife,  from  time  to  time,  as  you  fhall  judge  it  neceflary,  diffolve  all 

general  afTemblies,  as  aforefaid ;    any  thing  in  our  commiffion  bearing 

date  as  aforefaid  to  the  contrary  hereof  notwithftanding.     And  our  will 

and  pleafure  Is,  that,  in  cafe  of  your  death  or  abfince  from  our  faid  ifland, 

our  deputy-governor  for  the  time  being  exercife  and  enjoy  all  and  lingular 

the  powers  and  authorities  hereby  granted  unto  you,  or  intended  to  ba 

granted  you,  the  faid  Charles  Earl  of  Carlifle  ;    and  in  cafe  he  likewife 

happen  to  die,  or  be  abfent  from  our  faid  ifland,  we  do  hereby  authorize 

and  empower  our  council  of  Jamaica  to  execute  the  powers  hereby  given 

you,  until  we  fhall  declare  our  further  pleafure  therein. 

Given  at  our  court  at  Whitehall,  this  3^  Bay  ef  November,  in 
t-be  thirty -Jecond  year  of  cur  reign. 
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CHAP.      I. 
BARBADOES. 

Firji  Arrival  of  the  EngliJJo  at  this  IJland. — Origin,  progrefs,  and 
tej-mination  of  the  Proprietary  Government. — Revenue  granted 
to  the  Crown  of  ^  i  per  centiun  on  all  Produce  exported — honv 
obtained. — Origin  of  the  jiSi  of  Navigation. — Situation  and 
'Extent  of  the  IJland. — Soil  and  Produce. — Population. — De- 
cline, and  Caufes  thereof. — Exports  and  Imports. 

THE  liland  of  Bai-badoes,  of  which  I  now  propofe  to    C  H  A  P^ 
treat,  was  probably  firft  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  in  I- 

their  voyages  from  Bralil ;  and  from  them  it  received  the  name 
which  it  ftill  retains  faj.     It  was  found  without  occupants  or 

(ci)  It  is  faid  not  to  have  been  noticed  in  any  fea-chart  before  tiic  year  1600. 

Vol.  I.  T  t  claimants. 
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claimants.  The  Charaibes,  for  reafons  altogether  unknown  to 
us,  had  defer  ted  it,  and  the  Portuguefe,  fatisfied  with  the 
fplendid  regions  they  had  acquired  on  the  Continent,  feem  to 
have  confidered  it  as  of  little  value.  Having  furniflied  it  with 
a  breed  of  fwine  for  the  benefit  of  fuch  of  their  countrymen  as 
might  navigate  the  fame  traft,  they  left  the  ifland  in  all  other 
refpedts  as  they  found  it. 

Of  the  Englifh,  the  firft  who  are  known  to  have  landed  in 
this  ifland,  were  the  crew  of  a  ihip  called  the  Olive  Blojhm, 
bound  from  London  to  Surinam,  in  1605,  and  fitted  out  at  the 
cxpence  of  Sir  Olive  Leigh,  whom  Purchas  ftiles  *  a  worfliip- 
*  ful  knight  of  Kent.'  Finding  it  without  inhabitants,  they 
took  pofi!efllon  of  the  country,  by  fixing  up  a  crofs  on  the  fpot 
where  '^ames-T^own  was  afterwards  built,  with  this  infcription, 
"  James  king  of  England  and  this  ifland ;"  but  they  began 
no  fettlement,  nor  made  any  confiderable  flay  in  a  country 
entirely  uninhabited  and  overgrown  with  woods;  yet  it  fur- 
nilhed  them  with  frefh  provifions.  They  found  pigs,  pigeons, 
and  parrots,  and  the  fea  abounded  with  fiih. 

Some  years  after  this,  a  fhip  of  Sir  William  Courteen's, 
a  merchant  of  London,  returning  from  Brafil,  was  driven  by 
itrefs  of  weather  into  this  ifland,  and  finding  refrefliments  on 
it,  the  mafter  and  feamen,  on  their  arrival  in  England,  made  fb 
favourable  a  report  of  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  the  country, 
that  Lord  Ley  (afterwards  Earl  of  Marlborough,  and  Lord 
High  Treafurer)  immediately  obtained  from  King  James  the 
Firft  a  grant  of  the  ifland  to  himfelf  and  his  heirs  in  perpe- 
tuity. 

COURTEEN 
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CouRTEEN  hlmfelf  was  a  man  of  extenfive  views  and  mag-     CHAP, 
nilicent  projed^.     He  immediately  began  (probably  under  the  ^' 

patronage  of  Marlborough)  to  form  ideas  of  eftablifhing  a  co-  '~~~' 

lony  in  the  diftant  but  promifing  territory.  Having  engaged 
about  thirty  perfons,  who  undertook  to  fettle  in  the  illand,  and 
furnifhed  them  with  tools,  provifions,  and  necelTaries  of  all 
kinds  for  planting  and  fortifying  the  illand,  he  appointed 
William  Deane  their  governor,  and  fent  them  away  in  a  fliip  . 
called  the  William  and  John,  commanded  by  John  Powell. 
They  arrived  fafe  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1624,  and  laid 
the  foundations  of  a  town,  which,  in  honour  of  the  fovereign, 
they  denominated  James-Town  ;  and  thus  began  the  firft 
Englifli  fettlement  in  the  Illand  of  Barbadoes. 

For  fome  time  previous  to  this,  it  had  become  fafliionable 
for  men  of  high  rank  and  diftindlion  to  engage  in  fea  ad- 
ventures, proclaiming  themfelves  the  patrons  of  colonization 
and  foreign  commerce.  In  the  lifts  of  thofe  who  contributed 
to  the  Britifh  fettlements  in  Virginia,  New  England,  the  Ber- 
muda Illands,  and  other  places  in  the  New  World,  may  be 
found  the  names  of  many  of  the  firft  nobility  and  gentry  of  the 
kingdom.  Among  others  who  diftinguilhed  themfelves  in  fuch 
purfuits,  at  the  time  that  Barbadoes  was  thus  planted  by  a  pri- 
vate merchant,  was  James  Hay,  Earl  of  Carlille.  This  noble- 
man was  at  that  jundture  engaged  in  the  eftablilhment  of  a 
colony  in  the  illand  of  St.  Chriftopher  (as  we  Ihall  hereafter  , 
have  occafion  more  particularly  to  relate)  and,  either  not 
knowing  of  the  Earl  of  Marlborough's  patent,  or  conceiving 

T  t  2  that 
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thr.t  it  interfered  with  his  own  pretenfions  (b),  he  applied  for 
and  obtained,  in  the  firft  year  of  Charles  I.  5  warrant  for  a 
grant,  by  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  of  all 
the  Charaibean  lilands,  including  alfo  Barbadoes  j  but  when 
the  grant  came  to  be  adlually  pafTed,  the  Earl  of  Marlborough 
oppofed  it,  on  the  ground  of  priority  of  right.  The  difpute 
between  thefe  noble  lords  continued  for  a  coniiderable  time  ; 
at  length  the  contending  parties  thought  it  prudent  to  com- 
promife  the  matter,  and,  on  the  Earl  of  Carlifle's  undertaking 
to  pay  the  annual  fum  of  ^.  300  to  the  Earl  of  Marlborough 
and  his  heirs  for  ever,  Marlborough  waved  his  patent,  and,  in 
confequence  of  this  arrangement,  on  the  2d  of  June  ,1627,  the 
Earl  of  Cai'liile's  patent  palled  the  great  feal,  who  thereupon 
became  fole  proprietor  (c). 

During 

{h)  It  is  iaid  that  he  had  obtained  from  James  I.  a  grant,  or  warrant  for  a  grant, 
under  the  great  feal,  of  all  the  Charaibean  Iflands,  which  the  king  erefted  into  a 
province  by  the  name  of  Carliola,  on  the  model  of  the  palatinate  of  Durham. 

(c)  Among  other  claufes  in  this  grant  are  the  following.  "  Further  know  ye, 
that  we,  for  us  our  heirs  and  fuccellors,  have  authorized  and  appointed  the  faid 
'J aims  Earl  of  Carlijlc,  and  his  heirs  (of  whofe  fidelity,  prudence,  juflice,  and 
wifdom,  we  have  great  confidence)  for  the  good  and  happy  government  ©f  the 
4aid  province,  whether  for  the  publick  fecurity  of  the  faid  province  or  the  private 
utility  of  every  man,  to  make,  erefi,  and  fet  forth,  and  under  his  or  their  fignet  to 
publifh,  fuch  laws  as  he  the  faid  Earl  of  Carlijle,  or  his  heirs,  with  the  confent, 
/ijjent,  and  approbation  of  the  free  inhabitarits  of  the  faid  province,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  thereunto  to  be  called-,  and  in  fuch  form  as  he  or  they  in  his  or  their 
discretion  fliall  thint  fit  and  beft.  And  thefe  laws  muft  all  men  for  the  time  be- 
ing, that  do  live  within  the  limits  of  the  faid  province,  obferve;  whether  they 
be  bound  to  fea,  or  from  thence  returning  to  England,  or  any  other  our  domi- 
ioicajSj  01  any  other  place  appointed,  upon  fuch  impofitions,  penalties,  imprifon- 

mentj 
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Duping  this  conteft  about  the  difpofal  of  countries,  mofl:    CHAP. 
of  which  were  at  that  time  in  the  hands  of  their  proper  own-  ^• 

ers,  the  Charaibes;  the  man,  who  alone  had  the  merit  of  an- 

mentjor  reftraint  that  it  behoveth,  and  the  quality  of  the  offence  requireth,  either 
upon  the  body,  or  death  itfclf,  to  be  executed  by  the  faid  "James  Earl  of  Carlijle, 
and  by  his  heirs,  or  by  his  or  their  deputy,  judges,  juftices,  magiflrrates,  officers, 
and  minifters,  according  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  thefe  prefents,  in  what 
caufe  foever,  and  with  fuch  power  as  to  him  the  faid  James  Earl  of  Carlijle,  or  his 
iieir,  fhall  feem  beft ;  and  todifpofe  of  offences  or  riots  whatfoever,  either  by  fea 
<3r  land,  whether  before  judgment  received,  or  after  remitted,  freed,  pardoned,  or 
forgiven;  and  to  do  and  to  perform  all  and  every  thing  and  things,  which  to  the 
fulfJling  of  juftice,  courts  or  manner  of  proceeding  in  their  tribunal,  may  or  doth 
telong  or  appertain,  although  exprefs  mention  of  them  in  thefe  prefents  be  not 
made,  yet  we  have  granted  full  power  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents  therein  to  be 
made  ;  which  laws  fo  abfolutely  proclaimed,  and  by  ftrength  of  right  fupported  as 
they  are  granted,  we  will,  enjoin,  charge,  and  command  all  and  every  fubjedt 
and  liege  people  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  fo  far  as  them  they  do  concern, 
inviolably  to  keep  and  obferve,  under  the  pains  therein  expreffed ;  fo  as  notwith- 
ftandlng  the  aforefaid  laws  be  agreeable  and  not  repugnant  unto  reafon,  nor 
againft;  it;  but  as  convenient  and  agreeable  as  may  be  to  the  laws,  ftatutes,  cuf- 
toms,  and  rights  of  our  kingdom  of  England." — "  We  will-alfo,  of  our  princely 
grace,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  flraightly  charge,  make,  and  ordain,  that 
the  faid  province  be  of  our  allegiance,  and  that  all  and  every  fubjciS  and  liege 
people  of  usj  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  brought  or  to  be  brought,  and  their  chil- 
dren, whether  there  born  or  afterwards  to  be  born,  become  natives  and  fubjeifte 
of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  and  be  as  free  as  they  that  were  born  in  England; 
and  fo  their  inneritance  within  our  kingdom  of  England,  or  other  our  dominions, 
to  feekj  receive,  take,  hold,  buy,  and  poffefs,  and  ufe  and  enjoy  them  as  his  own, 
and  to  give,  fell,  alter,  and  bequeath  them  at  'their  pleafure ;  and  alfo  freely, 
quietly,  and  peaceably  to  have  and  poffefs  all  the  liber-ties,  franchifes,  and  privi- 
leges of  this  kingdom,  and  them  to  ufe  and  enjoy  as  liege  people  oi  England, 
whether  born,  or  to  be  born,  without  impediment,  moleftation,  vexation,  injury 
or  trouble  of  us  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  any  flatute,  ai5f,  ordinance,  or  provifoj 
£0  the  contrary  notvyithftanding." 

uexing 
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nexitig  the  plantation  of  Barbadoes  to  the  crown  of  England 
feems  to  have  been  iliamefully  negledted.  The  Earl  of  Marl- 
borough, having  fecured  to  himfelf  and  his  pofterity,  the  grati- 
fication I  have  mentioned,  deferted  him  i  and  the  Lord  Car- 
lifle,  having  done  him  premeditated  injury,  became  his  irrecon- 
cileable  enemy.  Courteen,  however,  found  a  friend  in  Wil- 
liam Earl  of  Pembroke,  who  reprefented  his  cafe  In  fuch  a 
light  to  the  King,  as  to  obtain  a  revocation  of  CarUile's  patent, 
and  a  grant  to  himfelf  in  trufb  for  Courteen. 

But  the  hopes  of  this  worthy  citizen  were  of  fhort  conti- 
nuance. The  Earl  of  Carliile  was,  at  that  jundture,  abfeiit 
from  the  kingdom,  a  circumftance  which  gave  fome  colour  to 
his  charge  of  injuftice  and  precipitancy  in  the  proceeding. 
On  his  return  to  England,  he  complained  that  he  had  been 
condemned  and  deprived  of  his  property  unheard ;  and  the 
monarch  on  the  throne,  who  feems,  through  the  whole  of  his 
unfortunate  reign,  rather  to  have  wanted  refolution  to  purfue 
the  right  path,  than  fagacity  to  difcern  it,  trod  back  his  ground 
a  fecond  time  j  for,  unable  to  refift  the  clamorous  importunity 
of  a  worthlefs  favourite,  he  actually  annulled  the  grant  to  the 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  and,  by  fecond  letters  patent  to  the  Earl  of 
Carliile,  again  rellored  to  him  the  privileges  of  which  he  had 
himfelf,  a  fhort  time  before,  deprived  him. 

Thus  by  an  adl  of  power,  which  its  repugnancy  and  abfur- 

dity  alone,  rendered  illegal,  the  Earl  of  Carlifle  again  found 

himfelf  lord  paramount  of  Barbadoes;  and  in  order  completely 

to  ruin  all  the  interefts  in  the  colony  of  his  competitor,  he  pro- 

9  ceeded 
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ceeded  to  diflribute  the  lands  to  fuch  perfons  as  cliofe  to  re- 
ceive grants  at  his  hands  on  the  terms  propofed  to  them.  A 
fociety  of  London  merchants  (d),  accepted  ten  thoufand  acres, 
on  conditions  which  promiled  great  advantage  to  the  proprie- 
tor i  but  they  were  allowed  the  liberty  Of  fending  out  a  perfon 
to  prefide  over  their  concerns  in  the  colony,  and  they  made 
choice  for  this  purpofe  of  Charles  Woolferftone,  who  repaired 
to  the  ifland,  accompanied  with  fixty-four  perfons,  each  of 
whom  was  authorized  to  take  up  ipo  acres  of  land. 

These  people  landed  on  the  5th  of  July,  1628,  at  which 
time  Courteen's  fettlement  was  in  a  very  promifing  condition  j 
but  Woolferftone  declared  it  an  incroachment  and  ufurpation, 
and,  being  fupported  by  the  arrival  of  Sir  William  Tufton,  who 
was  fent  out  as  chief  governor  by  Lord  Carlifle,  in  1629,  with 
a  force  fufficient  for  the  maintenance  of  his  pretenfions,  he 
compelled  the  friends  of  Courteen  to  fubmit ;  and  the  interefts 
of  the  latter  were  thenceforth  fwallowed  up  and  forgo tten/^^-^. 

The  fafts  which  I  have  thus  recited  have  been  related  fo 
often  by  others,  that  an  apology  might  be  neceffary  for  their 
infertion  in  this  work,  were  it  not,  that  by  comparing  one  ac- 
count with  another,  I  have  been  enabled  to  corredt  fome  im- 

(d)  The  names  of  thoife  merchants  were  Marmaduke  Brandon,  William  Per- 
kin,  Alexander  Banifter,  Robert  Wheatley,  Edmond  Forfter,  Robert  S  winner- 
ton,  Henry  Wheatly,  John  Charles,  and  John  Farringdon. 

(e)  In  this  year,  Sir  William  Tufton  gave  140  grants  of  land,  comprizing  in 
the  whole  15,872  acres,  and  on  the  23d  of  February,  1630,  he  pafled  divers  laws, 
and  among  others,  one  for  dividing  the  ifland  into  fix  parifhcs. 

portant 
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BOOK  portant  errors  in  each.  And  the  claim  of  the  Earl  of  Carliflc 
ni.  having  originally  introduced  and  eftabliftied  the  very  heavy  in- 
ternal impolition  on  their  grofs  produce,  to  which  the  planters- 
of  this,  and  fome  of  the  neighbouring  illands,  are  to  this  day 
liable  ;  I  have  thought  it  neceffary  to  be  particular  and  minute, 
in  tracing  the  claim  itfelf  from  the 'beginning.  In  what  man- 
ner it  produced  the  burthen  in  queftion,  and  how  Barbadoes 
reverted  from  a  proprietary  to  a  royal  government,  I  Ihall  now 
proceed  to  relate. 

The  adniinlftration  of  Sir  William  Tufton,  the  firft  governor 
appointed  by  Lord  Carlifle,  proving  difagreeable  to  his  lord- 
Ibip,  Captain  Henry  Hawley  was  fent  over  in  1631  to  fuper- 
fede  him.  Tufton  refenting  this  meaflire,  procured  the  Signa- 
tures of  fome  of  the  planters  to  a  petition  complaining  of  Haw- 
ley's  conduft.  Hawley  conftrued  this  petition  into  an  a^ft  of 
mutiny  on  the  part  of  Tufton,  for  which  he  had  him  tried  and 
condemned  by  a  court-martial,  and  Vv'ith  very  little  ceremony 
caufed  him  to  be  fhot  to  death  ;  a  proceeding  univerfaliy  ex- 
claimed againft  as  a  moil:  horrid  and  atrocious  murder.  Haw- 
ley, however,  though  recalled  on  this  account,  not  only  efcaped 
punifhment  through  the  interefl  of  his  noble  patron,  but  was 
foon  aftervv'ards  fent  back  again  as  chief  governor;  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  till  1638,  when  he  was  driven  from 
the  country  by  the  united  voice  of  all  the  inhabitants;  who 
however  permitted  his  brother,  William  Hawley,  to  aft  as 
commander  in  chief  until  a  governor  fhculd  be  nominated  at 
home.  He  was  fucceedc-d  by  Major  Hunckes,  who,  leaving 
the  ifland  in  1641,  appointed  Philip  Bell,  Efquire,  his  deputy, 

and 
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-and  Bell,  in  1645,  v/as  appointed  chief  governor  |(^.  Bat  the 
conduit  of  Hawley,  thus  violent  and  bloody,  and  the  fupport 
which  he  received  from  the  proprietor,  had  alienated  the  minds 
of  the  new  fettlers  from  power  thus  delegated  and  abufed ;  and 
the  proprietor's  authority  loil  ground  every  day.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  civil  war  in  England  caufed  many  people,  of  peaceable 
tempers  and  difpofitions,  to  take  refuge  in  this  ifland ;  and  tlie 

(f)  During  the  adminiftratlon  of  this  gendeir.an,  many  falutary  laws  were 
pailed  ;  among  others  the  following  : 

ill.  "  yf»  J<ii  for  the  continuance  and  obfervation  of  all  a£ls  and  fiatutcs  not 
repealed ;".  which  A61  recites  that  there  were  divers  and  fundry  good  and 
wholefome  laws,  ftatutes,  and  ordinances  provided,  enafted,  and  made,  affigned, 
and  agreed  upon,  by  and  with  the  alTent,  confent,  and  approbation  of  the  gover- 
nor, council,  and  freeholders  out  of  every  parifli  of  the  ifland,,  intituled,  J  General 
AJJembly  for  that  purpofe  eleSied^  made.,  and  chofen.  And  it  is  thereby  enafted, 
that  none  of  thcfe  laws  fhall  be  altered,  or  any  thing  added  to  them,  without  the 
confent  of  a  like  General  Affembly.  And  that  every  parifli  fliould  have  two  re- 
prefentatives  at  leafl:,  to  be  elected  by  the  freeholders. 

2d.  "  An  addition  to  an  A61:  intituled,  "  An  Aft  for  fettling  the  eflates  and 
titlesof  the' inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to  their  pofleffions  in  their  feveral  plantations 
within  the  fame  :"  it  is  therein  recited,  that  in  r,  claufe  in  the  firft  a6t  it  is  or- 
dained, that  all  the  Inhabitants  of  this  ifland,  that  were  in  quiet  poffeffion  of  _ 
any  lands  or  tenements  by  virtue  of  any  warrant  from  any  former  governor,  or 
by  conveyance  or  other  acl  in  law,  from  thena  who  had  the  fame  warrant,  fhould 
have,  hold,  and  enjoy  the  fame,  flf  theW  free  e/late:  and,  as  feme  fcruples  had 
fince  arifen,  whether  an  eftate  for  life  or  inheritance  might  be  cohflrued  from 
the  fame,  for  want  of  the  words  their  heirs ;  to  the  intent  the  fame  might  be 
more  fully  explained,  andali  difputes  of  that  kind  for  the  future  abolifhed,  it  is 
enafted,  that  ijy  the  words  as  their  free  ejiates,  was  meant,  the  whole  ejlate  and 
inheritance  of  the  rcfpe£li\c  plantations  within  this  iflartd,  fo  that  by  fuch  poffeffion 
in  manner  as  by  the  faid  act  is  exprelTed,  the  faid-  inhabitants  are  thereby  adjudged 
and  declared  to  have  and  to  held  their  lands  of  right  to  them,  to  difpofe  of  or 
alienate,  or  othcrwife  to  dcfcjnd,  or  be  confirmed  to  their  heirs  for  ever." 

Vol.  I.  U  u  confequent 


330  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y      O  F      T  H  E 

confequent  ruin  of  the  King's  affairs  induced  a  ftill  greater 
number,  many  of  whom  had  been  officers  of  rank  in  his  fer- 
vice,  to  follow  their  example.  The  emigration  from  the  mo- 
ther-country to  this  ifiand  was  indeed  fo  great  during  the  com- 
motions in  England,  that  in  1650  it  was  computed  there  were 
20,000  white  men  in  Barbadoes,  half  of  them  able  to  bear 
arms,  and  furnifhing  even  a  regiment  of  horfe  to  the  number 
of  one  thoufand, 

^'  Thtsse  adventurers,"  fays  Lord  Clarendon,  "  planted 
without  any  body's  leave,  and  without  being  oppofed  or  con- 
tradided  by  any  body,"  The  cafe  feems  to  have  been,  that 
the  governor  for  the  time  being  granted  lands  to  all  who  ap- 
plied, on  receiving  a  gratuity  for  himfelf  j  and  the  claim  of 
the  proprietor,  whether  difputed  in  the  ifland,  or  difregarded 
amidfl  the  confufions  at  home,  was  at  length  tacitly  and  filently 
relinquiflied  fgj. 

The  colony,  left  to  its  own  efforts,  and  enjoying  an  unli- 
mited freedom  of  trade,  flouri£hed  beyond  example.  In  the 
year  1 646,  however,  the  then  Earl  of  Carlifle,  who  was  fon 
and  heir  of  the  patentee,  ftimulated  by  the  renown  of  it« 
wealth  and  profperity,  began  to  revive  his  claims  as  hereditary 
proprietor  5  and,  entering  into  a  treaty  with  Lord  Willoughby 
of  Parham,  conveyed  to  that  nobleman  all  his  rights  by  leafe 
for  twenty-one  years,  on  condition  of  receiving  one  half  the 


(g)  Lord  Carlifle  had  originally  ftipulated  for  an  annual  tribute  of  forty  pounds 
-of  cotton  wool  from  each  perfon  who  held  lands  under  his  grant. 

:  -^  -profits 
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proSts  In  the  meantrme ;  but  jullly  apprehending  that  the 
relident  planters  might  difpute  his  pretenfions,  he-veiy  readily 
concurred  with  Lord  Willoughby  in  foliciting  a  commiflion  for 
the  latter,  as  chief  governorj  under  the  faadiion  of  re^al  au- 
thority (h). 

This,  though  an  ablblute  derelidion  of  the  proprletaryfliip, 
was  afked  and  obtained ;  and  the  Lord  Willoughby^  thus  com- 
miflioned,  embarked  for  his  government ;  and,  in  confideration 
of  the  royal  appointment,  was  received  by  the  inhabitants,  who 
were  warmly  attached  to  the  King's  intereft,  with  refpedl  and 
obedience.  It  feems  probable,  that,  at  his  firfl:  coming,  he  faid 
nothing  of  his  leafe  from  Carlifle ;  trufting  rather  to  future 
management  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  that  lord's  pretenfions, 
than  to  an  open  avowal  of  them  on  his  arrival.  We  are  told, 
however,  by  Clarendon,  that  he  obtained  from  the  planters  a 
promifc  of  a  contribution  to  the  proprietor ;  but  before  it  was 
carried  into  effeft,  the  regal  authority  was  abolifhed  in  Eng- 
land, and  Barbadoes  reduced  to  the  obedience  of  the  new  re- 
publick,  by  whom  another  governor  was  appointed. 

On  the  reftoration  of  Charles  IL  and  the  re-eftablifliment 
of  the  royal  authority  over  all  the  Britifh  dominions  (i).  Lord 

Willoughby, 

(h)  When  this  application  was  made,  the  King  was  in  the  hands  of  the  par- 
liament; the  commiflion  therefore,  with  his  Majefty's  privity  and  approbation^ 
was  figned  by  the  Prince  of  Wales,  at  that  time  in  Holland. 

(i)  On  the  i8th  of  February,  1661,  his  Majcfty  honoured  thirteen  gentlemen 
of  Barbadoes  with  the  dignity  of  baronetage,  in  confideration  of  their  loyalty  and 
fufFcrings  during  the  civil  war :  They  were,  Sir  John  Colleton,  Sir  James  Modl- 

U  u  2  ford, 
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Willoughby,  who  had  eight  or  nine  years  of  his  leafe  unex- 
pired, appUed  to  the  King  for  leave  to  return  to  his  govern- 
ment of  Barbadoes.  To  this  application  no  objeftion  would 
liave  been  made  by  the  inhabitants,  if  his  lordihip  had  ccnfi- 
dered  himfelf  merely  as  reprefentative  of  the  crown  j  but  his 
conned:icn  and  contrail  with  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  were,  by  this 
time  fufficiently  underftood  by  the  planters,  who  faw  with  afto- 
ni/liment  that  they  were  regarded  by  thofe  great  lords  as  mere 
tenants  at  will  of  their  poffeflions.  They  folicited  therefore  the 
King's  fupport  and  protection.  "  They  pleaded,"  fays  Cla- 
rendon, "  that  they  were  the  King's  fubjefts ;  that  they  had 
repaired  to  Barbadoes  as  to  a  defoliate  place,  and  had  hy  their 
induflry  obtained  a  livelihood  there,  when  they  could  not  with  a 
good  confcience  flay  in  England;  that  if  they  fliould  now  be 
left  to  thofe  lords  to  ranfom  tliemfelves  and  compound  for  their 
eflates,  they  mufl  leave  the  country,  and  the  plantation  be  de- 
ilroyed,  which  yielded  his  Majefly  fo  great  a  revenue."  Re- 
fpedling  the  charter  granted  to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  they  infift- 
ed  politively  that  it  was  void  in  law ;  and  they  made  two  hum- 
ble propofitions  to  the  King,  either  tliat  his  Majelly  would 
give  them  leave  to  institute  in  his  name,  but  at  their  own  cofl, 
a  procefs  in  the  Exchequer  for  trying  the  validity  of  the  earl's 
■patent ;  or  that  he  would  leave  thofe  who  claimed  under  it  (for 
the  fecond  Earl  of  Carlifle  dying  in  the  interim,  had  be- 
queathed his  rights  in  the  Weft  Indies  to  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul) 
to  their  legal  remedy,  abfolutely  denying  that  either  the  late  or 

fort].  Sir  James  Drax,  Sir  Robert  Davers,  Sir  Robert  jacket.  Sir  John  Yeamans, 
Sir  Timothy  Thornhill,  Sir  John  Witham,  Sir  Rob^t  Lcgard,  Sir  John  Wor- 
fuiiij  Sir  John  RawdoE,  Sir  Edwyn  Stsde,  Sir  Willoughby  Chamberlayne. 

I  formec 
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former  Lord  Carlifle  had  fuftained  the  fmalleft  expence  in  fet-     CHAP, 
tling  the  colony. 


I. 


Instead  of  confenting  td  either  of  thofe  moft  reafonable 
propofitions,  the  King  ordered  enquiry  to  be  made  into  the  fe- 
veral  allegations  and  claims  of  the  parties  concerned,  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  privy-council ;  before  whom  fome  of  the  planters 
being  heard,  one  of  them,  in  order  more  readily  to  induce  the 
King  to  take  the  fovereignty  of  the  ifland  into  his  own  hands, 
offered,  in  the  name  of  the  inhabitants,  to  confent,  in  that ' 
cale,  to  lay  an  impofition  of  fo  much  in  the  hundred  on  the  ' 
produce  of  their  eftates,  out  of  which  his  Majefty's  governor 
mignt  be  honourably  fupported,  and  the  King  difpofe  of  the 
overplus  as  he  fhould  think  fit.     To  a  monarch  of  Charles's 
difpofition,  this  was  too  tempting  a  propofition  to  be  refifted.  ■ 
We  are  informed  that  his  Majefly  received  the  offer  very  gra- 
ctoujly ;  "  and  the  next  care  of  the  committee,"  adds  the  noble 
hiftorian,  who  was  himfelf  of  that  body,  "  was  to  make  fome 
computation,  that  might  be  depended  upon,  as  to  the  yearly  re-  ■ 
venue,  that  would  arife  upon  the  impofition  within  the  ifland." 
But  the  planters,  when  called  up  the  next  day  to  give  fatisfac-  ■ 
tion  in  this  particular,  infifted  that  Mr.  Kendall,  the  perfon  who 
had  made  the  offer,  had  no  authority  to  undertake  for  them, 
or  the  inhabitants  within  the  ifland;  and  the   utmoft  they, 
could  be   brought  to  promife  for  themfelves  was,  that  they  ■ 
would  ufe  their  endeavours  with  their  friends  in  the  ifland,  to  - 
fettle  fuch  a  revenue  on  the  crown  as  the  circumftances  of  the 
colony  would  admit  of,  which  they  faid  the  aflfembly  alone  was 
competent  to  determine. 

t  The  ■■ 
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BOOK  The  profpeifl  .of  a  revenue,  though  diflast  and  uncertauv 
^^^-  hrought  forward  the  creditors  of  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  the  pa- 
tentee, who  was  indebted,  it  feems,  at  his  death,  in  the  fum  of 
•^.80,000,  and  they  had  no  hopes  of  being  paid  but  from  the 
profits  of  his  Weft  Indian  pofleffions.  The  heirs  of  the  Earl 
of  Marlborough  likewife  put  in  their  claim  for  the  arrearage  of 
the  annuity  of  £,  300,  granted  under  the  original  compromife 
which  I  have  before  mentioned ;  and  the  Lord  Willoughby 
iniifted  at  the  fame  time  on  receiving  a  moiety  of  whatever 
profits  might  arife  during  the  remainder  of  the  term  yet  unex- 
pired in  his  leafe.  The  other  moiety,  during  that  time,  and  the 
whole  in  reverlion^  was  claimed  by  the  Earl  of  Kinnoul. 

To  fatisfy  thefe  feveral  claimants,  and  fecure  a  perpetual 
revenue  to  the  crown,  was  a  work  of  difficulty,  and  its  accom- 
plifhment  feems  to  have  been  the  fole  aim  of  the  King's  mini- 
flers;  by  whom,  after  a  tedious  but  partial  inveftigation  (con- 
lidering  the  colony  as  wholly  at  the  King's  mercy)  it  was 
finally  ordered,  that  the  Lord  Willoughby  fhould  immediately 
repair  to  his  government,  and  infift  on  the  grant  and  eftablifli- 
ment  by  the  aflembly  of  a  permanent  and  irrevocable  revenue 
of  four  and  a  half  per  cent,  to  be  paid  in  fpecie,  on  all  dead 
commodities,  the  growth  of  the  ifland,  (hipped  to  any  port  of 
-  the  world ;  the  money  arifing  therefrom  to  be  applied  as  fol- 
lows :  . 

First,  towards  an  honourable  and  immediate  provlfion  for 
the  Earl  of  Kinnoul,  who,  it  was  alledged,  had  facrificed  his 
fortune  in  the  King's  fervice,  and  who  covenanted,  on  fuch 

provifioa. 
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provilion  being  fecured  to  him,  to  furrender  the  Carliflc  patent    CHAP. 
..to-the  crown.  ^• 

SecondlYj  towards  fatisfadlioa  and  full  difcharge  of  the 
Earl  of  Marlboroiigh's  annuitj. 

Thirdly,  it  was  ftipulated  that  tHe  furplus , fhould  be  di- 
Yided  equally  between  the  creditors  of  the  Earl,  of  Carlifle  and 
the  Lord  Willoughby,  during  the  term  yet  unexpired  of  his 
lordfhip's  leafe.  On  the  expiration  thereof,  the  remainder, 
£iter  providing  £.1,200  per  annum,  for  the  King's  governor 
:•:  ■:  the  time  being,  was  ordered  to  be  paid  among  the  faid  cre- 
Gitors  till  their  demands  were  fully  fatisfied  and  difcharged. 

Fourthly,  on  the  extinSion  of  thofe  feverai  incumbrances, 
it  was  flipulated  that  the  whole  revenue,  fubjedl  to  the  charge 
of  £.  1,200  per  annum  to  the  governor,  fhould  be  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the. crown,. 

On.  thefe  terms  it  was  underflood  that  the  proprietary  go- 
vernment was  to  be  difTolved,  and  that  the  planters  were  to 
confider  themfelves  as  legally  confirmed  in  poffeffion  of  their 
eftates  j  and  to  carry  into  eifedl  the  important  point,  on  which 
the  whole  arrangement  depended  (the  grant  of  a  perpetual  re- 
venue by  the  aifembly)  the  Lord  Willoughby  returned  to  his 
government  in  1663. 

It  is  not  wonderful  that  the  planters,  on  his  lordflilp's  arri- 
val, though  devoted  to  the  interefts.  of  tlie  crownj  fliould  have 

loudly 
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loudly  murmured  at  the  condudl  and  determination  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  government  in  the  progrefs  and  conclufion  of  the  whole 
bufinefs.  Clarendon  himfelf  confefTes,  that  the  grant  to  Car- 
lifle  was  voidable  by  law.  The  King  therefore  laid  them  under 
no  great  obligation  in  obtaining  a  furrender  of  it.  Many  of 
the  planters  had  been  obliged  to  quit  their  native  country  in 
confequence  of  the  exertions  in  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe. 
during  the  civil  war  :  by  the  late  fettlement  they  perceived  a 
regard  expreffed  towards  every  intereft  concerned  but  their 
own }  and  the  return  which  they  met  with,  both  for  their  for- 
mer fervices,  and  aifo  for  augmenting  the  trade,  revenue,  and 
dominion  of  the  parent  flate  by  their  recent  labours,  was 
a  demand  of  a  contribution,  which  they  ftated  would 
amount  to  ten  per  cent,  on  the  clear  profits  of  their  eftates 
for  ever. 

But  their  complaints,  though  well  founded,  were  unavail- 
ing. The  king  and  his  governor  were  too  deeply  interelled 
to  recede.  The  aflembly  was  called  upon  to  forge  chains  for 
themfelves  and  their  children  -,  and,  if  perfualion  fhould  fail, 
force  was  not  only  at  hand,  but  was  adlually  employed  to  com.- 
pel  them  to  fubmiffion.  Colonel  Farmer,  who  led  the  party 
in  oppolition,..  was  arrefted  and  fent  prifoner  to  England,  on  a 
.charge  of  mutiny  and  treafon,  nor  was  h^  releafed  till  after  a 
tedious  and  fevere  confinement.  Awed  by  this  example,  and 
fenfible  that  no  fupport  could  be  expedled  from  the  people  at 
home,  whofe  privileges  lay  proftrate  at  the  feet  of  the  reftored 
monarch,  the  aifembly  palTed  an  adt  for  the  purpofes  required 
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•of  them  ;   and  their  pofterlty  flill  bear,  and  it  Is  apprehended    CHAP. 
will  long  continue  to  bear,  the  burthen  of  it  (k)  !  u— v-— <? 

The 

(k)  I  have  thought  it  may  be  fatisfa£lory  to  the  reader  to  have  an  opportunity 
of  perufing  the  Aft  at  large,  which  I  therefore  fubjoin,  prernifmg,  that  the  claufc 
which  exempts  the  lands  called  the  10,000  acres,  and  alfo  that  which  ftipulates 
for  the  building  a  feflions-houfe,  and  a  prifon,  and  providing  for  all  other  publick 
charges  incumbent  on  the  government,  out  of  the  monies  to  be  raifed  by  the  A£t, 
have  been  equally  difregarded  by  the  crown.  The  feffion-houfe  and  prifon  were 
not  finifhed  until  the  year  1730,  and  the  expence  (upwards  of  £.  5,000)  wasthea 
defrayed  by  a  fpecial  tax  on  the  inhabitants ;  and  there  was  raifed  by  other  taxes 
no  lefs  a  fum  than  £,  19,440.  is,  ^d.  in  three  years  (viz.  from  1745  to  1748)  for 
the  repair  of  the  fortifications. 

Jn  ACT  forjettling  the  Impojl  on  the  Commoilties  of  the  Growth  of 
this  IfJami;  paffed  die  12th  of  September,  1663.— N°  36. 

WHEREAS  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  Charles  the  Firft,  of  blefled  memory, 
did,  by  his  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal  of  England,  grant  and  convey  unto 
James  Earl  of  Carlifle  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  the  propriety  of  this  ifland  of  Bai- 
badoes  ;  And  his  facred  Majefly  that  now  is  having  by  purchafe  inverted  himfelf 
in  all  the  rights  of  the  faid  Earl  of  Carlifle,  and  in  all  other  rights  which  any  other 
perfon  may  claim  from  that  patent,  or  any  other ;  and  thereby,  more  immediately 
and  particularly,  hath  taken  this  ifland  into  his  royal  proteiftion.  And  his  moft 
excellent  Majefty  having,  by  letters  patent  under  die  great  feal  of  England,  bear- 
ing date  the  twelfth  of  June,  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  appointed  his  Ex- 
cellency Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  captain-general  and  chief  gover- 
nor of  Barbadoes,  and  all  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  with  full  power  and  authority  to 
grant,  confirm,  and  affure  ft  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame,  and  their  heirs,  for  ever, 
all  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  under  his  Majefty's  great  feal  appointed 
for  Barbadoes  and  the  reft  of  the  Caribbee  Iflands,  as,  relation  being  thereunto 
had,  may  and  doth  more  at  large  appear.  And  whereas,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  Earl 
of  Carlifle's  patent,  divers  governors  and  agents  have  been  fent  over  hither,  with 
authority  to  lay  out,  fet,  grant,  or  convey  in  parcels  the  lands  within  this  ifland, 
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The  condud;  of  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon  in  this  af- 
fair, who  indeed  appears  to  have  been  the  perfon  chiefly  con- 

fulted 

to  (uch  pei'fbns  as  they  fiiould  think  fit :  which  was  hy  them,  in  their  refpeflive 
times,  as  much  as  in  them  lay,  accordingly  performed.     And  whereas  many  have 
not  their  grants,  warrants,  and  other  evidences  for  their  faid  lands,  and  others,  by. 
reafon  of  the  ignorances  of  thofe,  want  fufRcient  and  legal  words  to  create  inhe- 
ritances in  them  and  their  heirs,  and  others  that  never  recorded  their  grants,  or 
warrants,  and  others  that  can  make  no  proof  of  any  grants  or  warrants  they  ever 
had  for  their  lands ;  and  yet  have  been  long  and  quiet  pofTeflbrs  of  the  fame,  and 
beftowed  great  charges  thereon.     And  whereas  the  acknowledgment  of  forty 
pounds  of  cotton  per  head,  and  other  taxes  and  compofitions  formerly  raifcd  to  the 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  was  held  very  heavy:  For  a  full  remedy  thereof  for  all  the  defeats, 
afore-related,  and  quieting  the  poffeflions  and  fettling  the  tenures  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  iflandi  Be  itenafted  by  his  Excellency  Francis  Lord  Willoughby  of  Par- 
h'am,  &c.  his  council,  and  gentlemen  of  the  affembly,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
fame,  that,  notwithftanding  the  defeils  afore-related,  all  the  now  rightful  poffefTors 
of  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  within  this  ifland,  according  to  the  laws 
and  cuftoms  thereof,  may  at  all  times  repair  unto  his  Excellency  for  the  full  con- 
firmation of  their  eftates  and  tenures,  and  then  and  there  fhall  and  may  receive  fuch 
fill]  confirmation  and  aflurance,  under  his  Majefty's  great  feal  for  this  ifland,  as 
they  can  reafonably  advife  or  defire,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of-, 
this  Aft.     And  be  it  further  enafted  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  that  all  and  every. 
the  payments  of  forty  pounds  of  cotton  per  head,  and  all  other  duties,  rents,  and' 
arrears  of  rent  which  have  or  might  have  been  levied,  be  from  henceforth  abfor 
lately  and  fully  releafed  and  made  void ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  hare, 
and  hold  their  feveral  plantations  to  them  and  their  heirs   for  ever,  in  free  and. 
common  foccage,  yielding  and  paying  therefore,  at  the  feaft  of  St.  Michael  every 
year,  if  the  fame  be  lawfully  demanded,  one  ear  of  Indian  corn  to  his  Majefty,  his  > 
heirs  and  fuccellbrs,  for  ever,  in  full  and  free  difcharge  of  all  rents  and  fervlces  for, 
the  future  whatfoever,  in  confideration  of  the  releafe  of  the  faid  forty  pounds,  and, 
in  confideration  of  the  confirmation  of  all  eftafs  in  this  iflaiid  as  ;  forefaid,  and  in^ 
acknowledgment  of  his  Majefty's  grace  and  favour  in  fending  to  and  appoindug  over. 
■us  his  laid  Excellency,  of  whofe  prudence  and  moderais  government  we  have  here- . 
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falted  in  it,  was  afterwards  thought  fo  juilly  repreheniible,  as 
to  give  occafion  to  the  eighth  article  of  his  impeachment  by 

the 

tofore  had  large  experience,  and  do  reft  moft  affjrcd  thereof  for  the  future.  And, 
forafmuch  as  nothing  conduceth  more  to  the  peace  and  profperity  of  any  place,  and 
the  protedtion  of  every  flngle  perfon  therein,  than  that  the  publick  revenue  thereof 
may  be  in  fome  meafure  proportioned  to  the  publick  charges  and  expences ;  and  alfo 
well  weighing  the  great  charges  that  there  muft  be  of  neceffity  in  maintaining  the 
honour  and  dignity  of  his  Majefty's  authority  here  ;  the  publick  meeting  of  the 
feflions,  the  often  attendance  of  the  council,  the  reparation  of  the  forts,  the  build- 
ing a  fejftons-honfe  and  a  prifon.,  and  all  other  publick  charges  incumbent  on  the  go- 
vernment ;  do,  in  confideration  thereof,  give  and  grant  unto  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fuccefibrs  for  ever,  and  do  moft  humbly  defire  your  Excellency  to  ac- 
cept thefe  our  grants  ;  and  we  humbly  pray  your  Excellency  that  it  may  be  en- 
afted,  and  be  it  ena£ted  by  his  Excellency  Francis  Lord  Wiiloughby  of  Parham, 
captain -general  and  chief  governor  of  this  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  and  all  other  the 
Caribbee  Iflands,  and  by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  council  and  the  gentlemen 
of  the  aflembly,  reprefentatives  of  this  ifland,  and  by  authority  of  the  fame. 
That  an  impoft  or  cuftom  be,  from  and  after  publication  hereof,  raifed  upon 
the  native  commodities  of  this  ifland,  after  the  proportions,  and  in  manner  and 
form  as  is  hereafter  fet  down  and  appointed ;  that  is  to  fay,  upon  all  dead  com- 
modities of  the  growth  or  produce  of  this  ifland,  that  (hall  be  fliipped  ofF  the  fame, 
{hall  be  paid  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceflTors  for  ever, 
four  and  a  half  in  fpecie  for  every  five  fcore. 

And  be  it  further  enadted  and  declared  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  That  if  any 
goods  before- mentioned,  on  which  the  faid  cuftom  is  impofed,  and  due,  by  this 
aft,  ftiall  at  any  time  hereafter  be  ftiipped  or  put  into  any  boat  or  other  veflel,  to 
the  intent  to  be  carried  into  any  parts  beyond  the  feas,  the  faid  impofition  due  for 
the  fame  not  paid,  compounded  for,  or  lawfully  tendered  to  the  colleiSlors  or  their 
deputies,  or  not  having  agreed  with  the  commiflioners  for  that  purpofe  to  be  ap- 
pointed, or  their  deputies  for  the  fame,  according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  faid  aft,  that  then,  and  from  thenceforth,  ftiall  the  faid  goods  be  forfeit,  the 
moiety  thereof  to  be  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  and  the  other  to  him  that  fliall 
iiiform,  feize,  and  fue  for  the  fame  in  any  court  of  record  within  this  ifland }  which 
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BOOK    the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  year  1667.     From  his  anfwer 
11^'         to  that  article,  I  have  colledled  (chiefly  in  his  own  words)  great 

part 

grants  are  left  to  your  Excellency's  own  way  of  levying,  in  full  confidence  and  af- 
furance  that  your  Excellency  will  take  fuch  courfe  for  the  coIle£ting  and  gathering- 
of  the  faid  impoft,  without  any  charge,  duty  or  fees,  as  may  be  moft  for  the  eafe  ■ 
of  the  people  of  this  ifland. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  neither  this  a&,  nor  any  thing  therein  contained, . 
fliall  extend  or  be  conftrued.  to  bar  his  Majefty,  or  his  faid  Excellency,  from  his  or, 
tiieir  right  to  any,  land  granted,  or  any  incroachments  made  upon  the  fea,  fince  the 
y-ear  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty,  or  to  any  lands  commofily  called  or  known  by 
the  name  of  The  Ten  Thoufand  Acres-,,  the  merchants  land,  granted  by  the  late 
Earl  of  Carlifle,  or  his  father,,  unto  Marmaduke  Rawden,  Efquire,  William  Per- 
kins, Alexander  Bannifter,  Edmund  Forfter,.CaptainWheat'ley,  and  others  their; 
aflbciates,  on  certain  covenants  and  conditions  :  Provided  alJo>,  that  the  growth  ■ 
and  produce  of  the  faid  lands,  mentioned  in  the  preceding  provifo-,  be  not  liable  to  any: 
tax,  impoft^or  cufiom,  iinpojed  by  this  a£i;.any  thing  in  the  fame  feeming  to  the  con- 
trary notvjithjianding. 

And  be  it  further  enadled  by  the  authority  aforefaid.  That  one  aft  made  the 
feventeenth  day  of  January  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fifty,  intituled.  An  a£l. 
importing  the  cuftoms  irapofed  and  granted  by  the  council,  and  gentlemen  of  the 
afTembly,  to  the  Right  Honourable  Francis  liord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  Lord 
Eieutenant-General  of  the  Province  of  Carolina,  and  Governor  of  Barbadoes ;  as 
alfo,  his  Lordfliip's  confirmation  of  the  right  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  to 
their  feveral  eftates,  with  the  tenure  and  rent  thereon  created,  be,  and  is  from, 
henceforth  repealed,  made  void,  fruftrate,  of  none  effect,  to  all  intents,  conftruc-- 
tionsj .  and  purpofes  whatfoever. 


In  1684,  the  aflembly  of  this  ifland  propofed  to  farm  the  four  and  a  half  j:>^r  cent,. 
for  eleven  years,  for  the  annual  rent  of  jT.  6,000  Iferling,  to  be  paid  into  the  ex- 
chequer ;  the  governor  and  council  concurred,  and  it  was  agreed  that  f^.  7,000 
currency  per  annum  fhould  be  raifed  by  a  tax  of  twenty-one  pence  per  acre,  on 
all  lands  amounting  to  ten  or  more  acres.  The  towns  and  traders  to  be  taxed  •' 
j^.  500  fterling.  An  zSi  paiTed  March  igth  1684,  for  this  purpofe,  and  was  fent- 
home  j  but  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade  and  plantations  reported,  that  the 
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pirt  of  the  account  that  I  have  given ;  and  there  cannot  be  a 
ftronger  demonilration  of  the  tendency  of  power  to  pervert  the 
judgment,  and  cloud  the  faculties  of  the  wifefl  and  worthieft 
of  men,  than  the  juftification  he  has  offered.  He  even  claims 
great  merit  in  not  having  advifed  the  king  to  poffefs  himfelf  of 
the  whole  ifland  of  Barbadoes,  without  any  regard  to  the 
planters  or  creditors  concerned  in  the  ilTue. 

The  profecution  of  this  great  flatefman,  however,  on  this 
account,  was  of  no  advantage  to  the  fuffering  planters  ;  for  in 
this,  as  in  many  other  cafes,  the  redrefs  of  a  grievance,  and  the 
purtifhment  of  its  author,  were  objefts  of  very  diflindl  confi- 
deration.  Thofe  who  fought  the  ruin  of  Clarendon,  had  no- 
thing lefs  In  view  than  the  removal  of  oppreffion,  from  fubjedts 
ib  remote  as  thofe  of  Barbadoes.. 

In  thus  tracing  the  origin^,  progrefs,  and  termination  of  the 
Proprietary  Government  in  this  ifland,  I  have  purpofely  chofen 
not  to  break  the  thread  of  my  narration,  by  recording  any  in- 
termediate events,  of  a  nature  foreign  to  that  fubjed:.  Soon 
after  the  eilablifhment  of  the  Commonwealth  in  England,,  cir- 

commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  with  whom  they  had  advifed,  were  of  opinion  that 
they  could  make  no  eftimate  of  the  duty,  until  they  had  experienced  the  produce 
thereof,  under  the  then  management,  for  one  year  at  leafl: ;  and  that  the  commif- 
fioners  appointed  for  managing  the  faid  duty  in  Barbadoes,  had  afiured  them  the 
duty  would  be  worth  from  ^.  8,000  to  £.  I0,000  per  annum.  So  the  afl:  v/as 
repealed. 

This  propofal  to  farm  the  four  and  a  half /i^r  cent,  duty,  was  made  in  confequence 
of  Gov^ernor  Button's  fignifying  to  the  council  and  affembly,  on  his  arrival  in  1680,, 
that  his  majefty  was  inclined  to  commute  the  tax,  for  a  reafonabie  recompence. 
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cumflances  hiOwever  arofe,  rcfpeftin;^  this  colonv,  which  have 
produced  fuch  eflcfts  on  the  general  commerce  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, as  cannot  be  overlooked  in  an  hiftorical  and  commercial 
ilirvey  of  her  V/eft  Indian  plantations,  and  of  which  I  fhall 
now  gire  feme  account, 

Thj;  reader  has  been  fufficicntly  apprized  of  the  attach- 
ment of  the  Barbadians  to  the  regal  government.  One  of  the 
iiiil  afts  pafTe  1  by  the  ailembly,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Lord 
Willoughby  for  the  fird:  time,  (1647)  was  a  declaration  of 
their  allegiance  and  fidelity  to  the  unfortunate  Charles  the 
Firfl:,  at  that  time  a  prifoner  to  the  army ;  and  on  the  death 
of  that  monarch,  the  popular  refentment  againft  his  perfecutors 
ran  fo  high  in  this  ifland,  that  the  few  planters  who  were  fuf- 
pefted  to  be  in  the  intereft  of  the  parliament,  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  fe.ek  proteftion  in  England. 

To  punifli  fuch  ftubborn  defenders  of  a  ruined  caufe,  the 
parliament  refolved,  in  1651,  to  fend  a  powerful  armament  for 
tlie  reduftion  of  all  the  Englifli  colonies  in  America  and  the 
Weft  Indies ;  but  particularly  Barbadoes,  at  that  time  the  moft 
important  and  hoftile  of  them  all. 

Many,  indeed,  were  the  motives  which  infligated  the  par- 
liament to  this  determination.  From  the  beginning  of  the 
commotions  in  the  mother-country,  the  planters,  having  no 
other  means  of  conveying  the  produce  of  their  lands  to  Eu- 
rope, had  employed  in  this  neceffary  navigation,  many  of  the 
fhips  and  feamen  of  Holland ;  and  at  this  jundture  the  Englifh 
government  entertained  very  hoftile  intentions  towards  the  fub-- 
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jedls  of  that  republick.  The  reduction  of  Barbadoes  v/ould  at 
once  puni£h  the  colonills,  and  enable  the  Englifh  parliament 
to  deprive  the  Englifli  of  fo  profitable  an  intercourfe  with 
them  ;  it  would  alfo  enrich  the  treafury  of  the  new  govern- 
ment, by  the  confifcation  of  many  valuable  fhips  and  cargoes 
in  the  harbours  of  that  and  the  other  ifiands.  The  parliament 
had  reafon  likewife,  it  was  faid,  to  apprehend  that  Prince  Ru- 
pert, with  a  fquadron  of  the  king's  fhips,  Vv^as  about  croffing 
the  Atlantick,  to  fecure  all  die  Englifh  American  pofleffions  for 
Charles  the  Second.. 

Ayscue,  who  commanded  the  parliament's  forces  employed, 
in  this  expedition,  arrived  at  Barbadoes  on  the  i6th  of  Odlo- 
ber  1 65 1,  and  fucceeded  at  length  in  bringing  the  ifland  to 
capitulate  (I)  :  But  this  was  not  effefted  without  great  difficul- 
ty;  for  he  met  with  fo  flout  a  refiftance,  as  determined  his 
employers  at  home  immediately  to  enforce  a  fcheme  they  had. 
projected  a  fhort  time  before,  of  altering  the  whole  fyftem  of. 
the  Barbadian  commerce  j  by  prohibiting  by  an  adl  of  the 
commonwealth,  all  foreign  Shipping  from  trading  with  the. 
Englifh  plantations  j  and  not  permitting  any  goods  to  be  im- 
ported into  England,  or  any  of  its  dependencies,  in  any  other. 

(l)  Ayfcue  agreed,  among  other  things,  that  the  government  fliould  confifl  of 
a  governor,  council,  and  affembly,  according  to  the  ancient  and  ufual  cuftom  of 
the  ifland.  The  ail'embly  to  be  chofen  by  a  free  and  voluntary  eleflion  of  the 
freeholders  of  the  ifland  in  the  feveral  parilhes.  That  no  taxes,  cuftoms,  im-- 
pofts,  loans,  or  excifc,  ihould  be  laid,  nor  levy  made  on  any  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  ifland,  without  their  confent  in  a  general  aflfembly ;  and  that  all  laws  that  had 
been  mack  by  general  aflemblies,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England,  fliould  . 
be  good, 

than. 
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than  Englifh  bottoms ;  or  in  flilps  of  that  European  nation  of 
which  the  merchandize  imported  was  the  genuine  growth  and 
manufad:ure.  And  thus  arofe  the  famous  navigation  adl  of  this 
kingdom  ;  for,  immediately  after  the  reftoration,  its  provifions 
were  adopted  by  Charles  the  Second,  with  this  addition,  that 
■the  mafter  and  three-fourths  of  the  mariners,  fhould  ahb  be 
Englifh  fubjefcs. 

Whatever  advantaa;es  the  sreneral  commerce  and  navi- 
gatlon  of  England  may  have  derived  from  this  celebrated  law, 
it  muft  be  allowed  that  its  original  framers  were  adluated  by 
no  better  motives  (as  a  great  f?nj  writer  hath  obferved)  than 
thofe  of  punifl:iing  the  planters,  and  clipping  the  wings  of  the 
Dutch.  The  inhabitants  of  Barbadoes,  juftly  confidering  the 
law  as  a  chaflifement  inflidled  on  them  by  the  Commonwealth 
for  their  loyalty  to  Charles  the  Second,  were  filled  with  amaze- 
ment and  indignation,  on  finding  its  provifions  adopted  and 
confirmed  on  the  reftoration  of  that  monarch.  By  the  regula- 
tions of  this  adl,  and  the  eilablifhment  of  the  internal  duty  on 
their  produce,  of  which  I  have  fo  largely  fpoken,  they  thought 
themfelves  treated  with  a  rigour  which  bordered  on  ingratitude, 
and  they  predifted  the  decline  of  their  population,  agriculture 
and  wealth,  from  the  effects  of  thofe  meafures.  Hov/  far  their 
predidlions  have  been  accompliflied,  a  comparative  ftate  of  the 
ifland  at  different  periods  will  demonllrate ;  with  which,  and  a 
fewmifcellaneous  obfervations,  I  fliall  diimifs  my  prefent  account. 

Barbadoes  is  fituated  in  13°  10'  N.  lat.  and  in  longitude 

59'  W.  from  London.   It  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length, 

(m)  Blackilone. 

and 
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and  fourteen  in  breadth,  and  contains  106,470  acres  of  land, 
moft  of  which  is  under  cultivation.  The  foil  in  the  low  lands 
is  Jalack,  fomewhat  reddifh  in  the  fhallow  parts  j  on  the  hills 
of  a  chalky  marl,  and  near  the  fea  generally  fandy.  Of 
this  variety  of  foil,  the  black  mould  is  beft  fuited  for  the 
cultivation  of  the  cane,  and,  with  the  aid  of  manure, 
has  given  as  great  returns  of  fugar,  in  favourable  feafons, 
as  any  in  the  Weft,  Indies,  the  prime  lands  of  St.  Kitt's 
excepted.  , 

That  the  foil  of  this  ifland  is,  to  a  great  degree,  naturally 
fertile,  we  muft  neceffarily  admit,  if  we  give  credit  to  the  ac- 
counts which  are  tranfmltted  down  to  us,  of  its  ancieat  popu- 
lation and  opulence.  We  are  afTured  that,  about  the  year 
1 670,  Barbadoes  could  boaft  of  fifty  thoufand  white,  and  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  thoufand  black  inhabitants,  whofe  la- 
bours, it  is  faid,  gave  employment  to  lixty  thoufand  tons  of 
(hipping  (n).  I  fufpedt  that  this  account  is  much  exagge- 
rated. 

(n)  The  earllefl:  planters  of  Barbadoes  were  fametimes  reproached  with  the 
guilt  of  foreing  or  deGoying  into  flavery  the  Indians  of  the  neighbouring  con- 
tinent. The  Hiflrory  of  Inkle  ai«i  Tarico,  which  the  Spectator  has  recorded  for 
the  deteftation  of  mankind,  took  its  rife  in  this  Ifland  ;  but  happily  this  fpecies 
of  flavery  has  been  long  fince  aboliflied  :  and  perhaps  fach  of  nay  readers  as  have 
fympathized  with  the  unfortunate  Yarico,  may  not  be  forry  to  hear  that  flie  bore 
her  misfortunes  with  greater  philofophy  fhan  they  have  hitherto  faacied.  The 
ftory  was  firft  related  by  Ligon,  who  (after  praifing  poor  Yarico's  excellent 
complexion,  which,  he  fays,  was  "  a  bright  bay ;"  and  her  fmall  breafls  "  with 
"  nipples  of  porphyrie")  obferves,  that  "  fiie  chanc't  afterwards  to  be  with 
"  child  by  a  Chriftian  fervant,  and  being  very  great,  walked  down  to  a  woode» 
*'  in  which  was-a  pond  of  water,  and  there,  by  the  fide  of  the  pond,  brought 
"  herfelfe  a-bed,  and  in  three  hours  came  home  with  tke  child  in  her  arms,  a 

Vol.  I.  Y  y  "'"*y 
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BOOK  rated.  It  cannot  however  be  doubted,  that  the  inhabitants  of 
III-         this  illand  have  decreafed  with  a  rapidity  feldom  knovv^n  in  any 

^  ~-~  -'  other  country.  I  have  now  before  me  authentick  returns  of  the 
number  of  its  whites  in  1724,  and  of  its  negroes  in  1753  :  the 
former  conlifted  of  no  more  than  eighteen  thoufand  two  hun- 
dred and  ninety-five,  the  latter  of  iixty-nine  thoufand  eight 
hundred  and  feventy.  In  1786  the  numbers  were  fixteen 
thoufand  one  hundred  and  fixty-feven  whites,  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  free  people  of  colour,  and  fixty-two  thoufand 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  negroes. 

It  appears  too  that  the  annual  produce  of  this  iitand  {par- 
ticularly fugar)  has  decreafed  in  a  much  greater  proportion 
than  in  any  other  of  the  Weft  Indian  colonies.  Poftlethwayte 
ftates  the  crop  of  fugar,  in  173,6,  at  22,769  hogfheads  of  13 
cwt.  which  is  equal  to  19,800  of  15  cwt. ;  and  the  author  of 
the  'European  Settlements,  publiihed  in  176 1,  calculates  the 
average  crop  at  25,000  hoglheads.  As  the  aiathor  firfl  quoted, 
gives  a  precife  number,  it  is  probable  his  ftatement  was  ground- 
ed on  good  authority.  If  fo,  the  ifland  has  fallen  off  nearly 
one-half  in  the  annual  growth  of  its  principal  ftaple.  On  an 
average  of  eight  years  (from  1740  to  1748)  the  exports  wei-e 
13,948   hogfheads  of  fugar,  of  15  cwt.   12,884  puncheons 

•*  lufty  boy,  frolicke  and  lively."  The  crime  of  Inkle  the  merchant,, however, 
admits  of  no  palliation ;  but  it  is  ridiculous  enough  to  hear  Abbe  Raynal 
(willing  to  improve  upon  Addifon)  afcribc  to  it  an  intended  rcvoft  of  all  the 
Negroes  in  Barbadoes,  who,  as  he  ailerts,  moved  by  indignation  at  Inkle's 
monftrous  cruelty,  vowed  with  one  accord  the  deftrudion  of  all  the  Whites; 
but  their  plot  was  difcovered  the  night  before  it  was  to  have  been  carried  into 
effe<5l.  The  Hijioire  PhUofophique  has  a  thoufand  beauties;  but  it  grieves- me  to 
fay,  thatj  in  point  of  hillorical  accuracy,  it  is  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  Hiftory  of, 
■R:hinJon  Cyufoi, 
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of  rum  of  100  gallons,  60  hogflieads  of  mdaffes,  4,667  bags 
of  ginger,  600  bags  of  cotton,  and  327  gourds  of  aloes. 
The  exports,  on  an  average  of  1784,  1785  and  1786,  had  fallen 
to  9,554  hogfheads  of  fugar,  5,448  puncheons  of  rum,  6,320 
bags  of  ginger,  8,331  bags  of  cotton;  exclulive  of  fome  fmaller 
articles,  as  aloes,  fvveetmeats,  &c.  of  which  the  quantities  arc 
not  afcertained. 

That  the  dreadful  fucceffion  of  hurricanes,  with  which  it 
has  pleafed  the  Almighty  to  vifit  this,  and  the  other  Weft 
Indian  iflands,  within  the  laft  twelve  years,  has  contributed  to 
this  great  defalcation,  cannot  be  doubted.  The  capital  of  this 
ifland  was  fcarce  rifen  from  the  afhes  to  which  it  had  been  re- 
duced by  two  dreadful  fires,  when  it  was  torn  from  its  foun- 
dations, and  the  whole  country  made  a  fcene  of  defolation, 
by  the  ftorm  of  the  loth  of  Odober  1780,  in  which  no  lefs 
than  four  thouiand  three  hundred  and  twenty-fix  of  the  inha- 
bitants (blacks  and  whites)  miferably  perlfhed;  and  the  da- 
mage to  the  country  was  computed  at  X^.  1,320,564. 15  j-.  fter- 
ling. 

It  might  have  been  prefumed,  however,  from  the  favour- 
able feafons  which  have  been  experienced  for  the  laft  three  or 
four  years,  that  the  profpedl  was  at  length  beginning  to 
brighten  j  but  although,  fince  the  failure  of  their  fugar  plan- 
tations, the  inhabitants  have  found  fome  refource  in  the  culti- 
vation of  cotton,  it  does  not  feem  probable,  that  any  encou- 
ragement is  capable  of  ever  reftorlng  this  ifland  to  its  ancient 
fplendor  and  opulence ;  unlefs  It  be  relieved  from  the  heavy 
impofition  of  4  f  jf>er  cent,  on  their  exported  produce,  of  the 
Y  y  2  origin 
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origin  of  which  I  have  fo  largely  treated.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  an  enlightened  minifter  will  one  day  arife,  who  will  have 
the  courage  and  virtue  to  fignify  to  the  fovereign,  that  it  is  nei- 
ther becoming  the  dignity,  nor  confident  with  the  charafter  of 
the  common  father  of  all  his  fubjefts,  to  iniift  on  a  tribute 
from  a  part  of  them,  which,  though  nominally  granted  by 
themfelves,  was  afiuredly  obtained  by  fraud  and  opprei3ion, 
and  of  which  the  continuance  is  a  check  to  honeft  induftry,. 
and  perhaps  the  immediate  caufe  of  the  decline  of  this  beauti- 
ful and  once  valuable  colony. 

Harbadoes  is  divided  into  five  diftrids,  and  eleven  pa- 
rifhes ;  and  contains  four  towns,  Bridgetown,  Offins  or  Charles 
Town,  St.  James's  (formerly  called  The  Hole)  and  S-peight's 
Town.  Bridgetown,  the  capital,  before  it  was  deftroyed  by 
the  fires  of  1766,  confifted  of  about  fifteen  hundred  houfcs, 
which  were  moftly  built  of  brick  j  and  it  is  ftill  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment, and  may  be  called  the  chief  refidence  of  the  gover- 
nor, who  is  provided  with  a  country  villa  called  Pilgrims,  fitu- 
ated  within  a  mile  of  it :  his  falary  was  raifed  by  Queen  Anne 
from  twelve  hundred  to  two  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  the 
whole  of  which  is  paid  out  of  the  exchequer,  and  charged  to 
the  account  of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent.  duty.  The  form 
of  the  government  of  this  ifland  fo  very  nearly  refembles  that 
of  Jamaica,  which  has  already  been  defcribed,  that  it  is  unne- 
ceiTary  to  enter  into  detail,  except  to  obferve  that  the  council 
is  compofed  of  twelve  members,  and  the  afiembly  of  twentj- 
two.  The  mofl  important  variation  refpeds  the  court  of 
chancery,  which  in  Barbadoes  is  conftituted  of  the  governor 
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and  council,  whereas  in  Jamaica  the  governor  is  fole  chancellor. 
On  the  other  hand,  in  Barbadoes,  the  governor  fits  in  council, 
even  when  the  latter  are  acting  in  a  legiflative  capacity.  This, 
in  Jamaica,  would  be  confidered  improper  and  unconftitutional. 
It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  the  courts  of  grand  feffions,  com- 
mon pleas  and  exchequer,  in  Barbadoes,  are  diftin£l  from  each 
other,  and  not,  as  in  Jamaica,  united  and  blended  in  one  fu- 
preme  court  of  judicature. 

I  SHALL  clofe  my  account  of  Barbadoes  with  the  following, 
authentick  document : 
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CHAP.      II. 

Grenada  and  its  Dependencies. 

Firji  difcoveryt  name  and  inhabitants.— ^French  invqjion  and  ejiam 
ilijhment  in  1 6^0.-— ~JVar  with,  and  extermination  of  the  natives. 
'—'The  ijland  and  its  dependencies  conveyed  to  the  Count  de  Cer il- 
iac.— MiJconduB  and  punifiment  of  the  deputy-governor. — The 
colony  reverts  to  the  crown  of  France. — State  of  the  ijland 
in  lyoo,—-' And  again  in  1762,  when  captured  by  the  Englifi-— 
Stipulations  in  favour  of  the  French  inhabitants. — Firf  mea^ 
fures  of  the  BritiJJj  government. — Claim  of  the  crown  to  levy  a 
duty  of/^k  per  cent,  on  produce  exported.- — -Arguments  for  and 
ohjeBions  againjl  the  meafure.—  'Decifion  of  the  court  of  Kijig's 
Bench  on  this  important quejiion.- — StriSlures  on  fome  pofitions 

-  advanced  by  the  lord-chief-jujlice  on  this  occa/ion. — TranfaSlions. 
'within  the  colony.- — Royal  inJlruSl ions  in  favour  of  the  Roman 
Catholick  capitulants.: — Internal  diJJ'entions. — Defencelefs  Jiate. . 
—-French  invafion  in  1779. — Brave  defence  of  the  gar- 
rifon. — Unconditional  furrender. — HardJIoips  exercifed  towards 
the  Englijh  planters  and  their  creditors. — Re drefs  given  by  the 
court  of  France. — Grenada^.  &c..reJiored  to  Great  Britain: 
by  the  peace  i?/'  1783. — Prefent  Jiate  of  the  colony  in  refpe5l  to 
cultivation,  produSiions  and  exports ;  government  and  papula- ■ 
iiott,. 

GRE  NADA  was  difcovered.  by,  and  received  its  name 
from,  Chriftopher  Columbus  in  his  third  voyage,  in  the  • 
year  1498,     He. found.it  poffefled  by  a  numerous  and  warlike: 

people,. 
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people,  amoHgft  whom  it  does  not  appear  that  the  Spaniards 
ev6r  attempted  to  force  a  fettlement.  They  had  a  nobler  prize 
to  contend  for  on  the  continent,  and  a  century  elapfed  before 
the  other  nations  of  Europe  confidered  the  regions  of  the  new 
world  as  countries,  wherein  all  men  might  feize  on  what 
fuitcd  their  convenience,  without  any  regard  to  the  proper  in- 
habitants. Thus  the  Charaibes  of  Grenada  happily  remained 
in  peaceful  obfcurity  until  the  year  1650,  when  the  avarice  and 
ambition  of  a  reftlefs  individual  devoted  them  to  deftrudtion. 

This  perfon  was  Du  Parquet,  the  French  governor  of  Mar- 
tinico,  nephew  and  heir  of  Delhamhuc,  of  whom  memorable 
mention  is  made  in  the  annals  of  St.  Chriflopher.  Not- 
withftanding  that  the  French  eftabliihment  in  Martinico  was 
itfelf  of  recent  date,  and  that  a  great  part  of  that  ifland  ftill 
remained  uncultivated;  and  although  another  eftablilhment 
was,  at  the  fame  time,  begun  by  the  fame  nation,  in  the  large 
and  fertile  illand  of  Guadaloupe,  yet  fuch  was  the  rapacioufnefs 
of  this  people,  that  upwards  of  two  hundred  hardy  ruffians 
were  eafily  colled:«i  by  Du  Parquet's  encouragement  for  an 
attempt-on  Grenada;  and  it  is  apparent,  from  the  nature  and 
magnitude  of  the  preparations,  that  it  was  confidered  as  aa 
cnterprize  of  difficulty  and  danger. 

The  hlflory  of  this  expedition,  which  took  place  in  June 
1650,  is  related  at  large  by  Father  du  Tertre,  whofe  account 
-exhibits  fuch  a  monftrous  mixture  of  fanaticifm  and  knavery 
in  the  condudt  of  its  leaders,  as  cannot  be  contemplated  without 

indignation 
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indignation  and  horror.  Although  it  is  evident  that  the 
French  had  not  the  fmalle{l  juftifiable  pretence  for  this  inva- 
sion, yet  we  find  the  commanders  adminiftering  the  holy  fa- 
crament,  in  the  moft  folemn  manner,  to  all  the  foldiers  on 
their  embarkation  ;  and  again,  on  their  landing,  Du  Parquet, 
caufing  a  crofs  to  be  eredled,  compelled  them  to  kneel  down 
before  it,  and  join  in  devout  prayer  to  Almighty  God,  for 
fuccefs  to  their  eriterprize. 

This  commander  feems  however  to  have  had  a  few  fcruplcs 
of  confcience  concerning  the  juftice  of  his  proceedings;  for, 
having  been  received  and  entertained  with  the  utmofl  kindnefs 
and  cordiality  by  the  natives  (contrary  to  his  expecflation,  and 
perhaps  to  his  wiflies)  he  thought  it  neceflary  to  aifedb  fome 
little  regard  to  moderation,  by  pretending  to  open  a  treaty  with 
the  chief  of  the  Charaibes  for  the  purchafe  of  the  country.  He 
gave  the  natives  (obferves  Du  Tertre)yo;«^  knives  and  hatchets , 
and  a  large  quantity  ofglafs  beads,  bejides  two  bottles  of  brandy  for 
the  chief  himfe If ;  and  thus  (continues  he)  was  the  ifland  fairly 
ceded  to  the  French  nation  by  the  natives  themfelves  in  lawful 
purchafe  !  After  this  notable  tranfadion,  it  is  not  wonderful 
that  the  French  fhould  confider  the  refufal  of  the  poor  favages 
to  confirm  the  agreement,  as  cqntumacy  and  rebellion. 

Du  Parquet,  having  thus  eftabliihed  a  colony  in  Grenada, 
and  built  a  fort  for  its  protedion,  left  the  government  of  the 
ifland  to  a  kinfman,  named  Le  Compte,  a  man,  according  to 
Du  Tertre,  who  pofTeffed  very  Angular  talents  for  government; 

Vol,  I.  Z  z  and 
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and  ivas  remarkable  for  clemency  and  humanity.  We  find  this 
gentleman  however,  eight  months  afterwards,  engaged  in  a 
m-oft  bloody  war  with  the  Charaibes  -,  in  the  profecution  of 
which  he  authorized  fuch  a^fls  of  cruelty  as  furnifli  a  portrait  of 
him  very  different  from  that  which  the  hiftorian  has  exhibited^ 
On  receiving  news  of  the  revolt  of  the  natives,  Du  Parquet  fent 
a  reinforcement  of  three  hundred  men  from  Martinico,  with 
orders  to  extirpate  the  natives  altogether  j.  but  Le  Compte 
feems  not  to  have  wanted  any  incitement  to  ad:s  of  barbarity  j. 
for  Du  Tertre  admits  that  he  had  already  proceeded  to  murder,, 
without  mercy,  every  Charaibe  that  fell  into  his  hands ;  not 
Iparing  even  the  women  and  children. 

Of  the  manner  in  which  this  humane  and  accomplifhed 
commander,  and  his  civilized  followers,  condudted  hoftilities 
againft  thefe  miferable  people,  we  may  form  an  idea,  from  a 
circumftance  that  occurred  in  one  of  their  expeditions,  of 
which  th«  reverend  hiftorian  concludes  his  narrative -' as  fol- 
lows :  "  Forty  of  the  Charaibes  were  maffacred  oa  the  fpot. 
About  forty  others,  who  had  efcaped  the  fword,  ran  towards  a 
precipice,  from  whence  they  caft  themfelv.es  headlong  into  the 
fea,  and  miferably  perifhed.  A  beautiful  young  girl  of  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  was  taken  alive,  became  the  objeft 
of  difpute  between  two  of  our  officers,  each  of  them  claiming 
her  as  his  lawful  prize;  a  third  coming  up,  put  an  end  to  the 
cojiteft,  by  {hooting  the  girl  through  the  head.  The  place 
from  which  thefe  brabarians  threw  themfelves  into  the  fea,  has 
been  called  ever  fince  le  Morne  des  Sauteurs  (a).     Our  people 

(a)  Leapers  HiU. 

(having. 
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(having  loft  but  one  man  in  the  expedition)  proceeded  in  the 
next  place  to  fet  fire  to  the  cottages,  and  root  up  the  provilions 
of  the  favages,  and,  having  deflroyed,  or  taken  away,  every 
thing  belonging  to  them,  retur?it'd  in  high  fpiritSy"  (b'len 
JoyeuxJ. 

By  a  feries  of  fuch  enormities,  the  whole  race  of  Charaibes 
that  poffelTed  Grenada  in  165c,  was  fpeedily  exterminated,  and 
the  French,  having  in  this  manner  butchered  all  the  natives, 
proceeded,  in  the  next  place,  to  maffacre  each  other. 

The  particulars  of  this  civil  contefl:  may,  without  injury  to 
my  readers,  be  omitted.  I  fhall  therefore  only  obferve,  that  the 
fupreme  authority  of  Du  Parquet  and  his  lieutenant,  was  at 
length  eftablifhed  in  Grenada ;  but  the  expence  which  had 
attended  the  plantation  from  its  outfet,  and  the  maintenance  of 
the  force  which  Du  Parquet  had  been  compelled  to  furnilh  in 
fupport  of  his  authority,  had  fo  greatly  injured  his  fortune,  as 
to  induce  him  to  look  out  for  a  purchafer  of  all  his  rights  and 
pofleffions  in  this  ifland  and  its  dependencies.  In  1656  fuch  a 
purchafer  offered  in  the  Count  de  Cerillac,  to  whom  the  whole 
was  conveyed  for  30,000  crowns. 

The  condudl  of  Cerillac  towards  the  inhabitants  of  his  newly 
acquired  dominion  was  highly  injudicious  and  opprefTive.  He 
appointed  a  governor  of  fo  arrogant  and  rapacious  a  difpofi- 
tion,  and  fupported  him  in  his  extortions  with  fuch  obftinacy, 
as  to  compel  the  mofl  refpedlable  of  the  fettlers  to  quit  the 
country  and  feek  for  fafety  under  a  milder  government.     At 

Z  z  2  length 
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length  the  people  that  remained  took  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  into  their  own  hands;  by  feizing  on  the  perfon  of  the 
governor,  and  bringing  him  to  a  public  trial.  The  criminal 
was  condemned  to  be  hanged ;  but  he  pleaded  noble  birth, 
and  demanded  the  honour  of  decollation.  His  requeft  would 
have  been  granted,  but  unluckily  an  expert  executioner  in  the 
bufinefs  of  beheading  could  not  readily  be  found;  the  judges 
therefore  compounded  the  matter  with  his  excellency,  by 
confenting  that  he  ihould  be  fhot,  and  he  fuifered  in  that  mode 
with  great  compofure. 

Some  years  after  this,  Monfieur  de  Cerillac,  the  proprietor, 
receiving,  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  but  little  profit  from  his 
capital,  conveyed  all  his  rights  and  interefl  in  Grenada,  &c.  to 
the  French  Weft-Indian  company;  whofe  charter  being  abo- 
liflied  in  1674,  the  iflandfrom  thenceforward  became  vefted  in 
the  crown  of  France. 

Under  the  various  revolutions  and  calamities  which  had 
thus  attended  this  unfortunate  plantation,  it  may  well  be  ima- 
gined that  cultivation  had  made  but  little  progrefs  in  it ;  but 
although  order  and  fubmiffion  were  at  length  introduced  by 
the  eftablifhment  of  the  royal  authority,  various  caufes  con- 
curred to  keep  the  colony  in  a  flate  of  poverty  and  depreffion 
for  many  years  afterwards.  Even  fo  late  as  1700,  if  Raynal 
has  been  rightly  informed,  the  ifland  contained  no  more  than 
251  whites  and  525  blacks ;  who  were  employed  on  3  planta- 
tions of  fugar,  and  52  of  indigo, 

§  After 
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After  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  the  government  of  France    CHAP, 
began  to  turn  ks  attention  towards  her  Weft  Indian  poflef-  ^^* 

fi®ns.  Grenada  however,  for  many  years,  partook  lefs  of  its 
care  than  the  reft.  It  had  no  conftant  correfpondence  with 
the  mother  country:  fome  oppreffive  regulations  of  the  farmers- 
general  ruined  the  cultivation  of  one  of  its  ftaples,  tobacco:  and 
the  planters  had  not  the  means  of  obtaining  a  fupply  of  ne- 
groes from  Africa,  fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  cultivating- 
fugar  to  any  extent.  Thefe  inconveniencies'  led  them  into  a 
fmuggling  intercourfe  with  the  Dutch :  a  refource  which  at 
length  changed  their  circumftances  for  the  better ;  encreafed 
their  numbers  and  occafioned  a  great  part  of  the  country  to  be 
fettled,  infomuch  that  when,  in  the  year  1762,  the  fortune  of 
war  made  the  Englifti  mafters  of  this  and  the  reft  of  the  French 
Charaibean  Iflands,  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  are  faid  to  have 
yielded  annually,  in  clayed  and  mufcovado  fugar,  a  quantity 
equal  to  about  1 1 ,000  hogftieads  of  mufcovado  of  1 5  cwt. 
each,  and  about  27,000  lbs.  of  indigo. 

Grenada  furrendered  on  capitulation  in  February  1762, 
and,  with  its  dependencies,  was  finally  ceded  to  Great  Britain 
-by  the  definitive  treaty  of  peace  at  Paris  on  the  loth  of  Fe- 
bruary 1763;  St.  Lucea  being  reftored  at  the  fame  time  to 
France.  The  chief  ftipulations  in  favour  of  the  inliabitants,  as 
well  by  the  treaty,  as  by  the  articles  of  capitulation,  were 
thefe  j  I  ft.  That,  as  they  would  becorae  by  their  furrender, 
fubjeds  of  Great  Britain,  they  fbould  enjoy  their  properties  and 
privileges,  and  pay  taxes,  in  like  manner  as  the  reji  of  his 
MajeJlysJuhjeSis  of  the  other  Britifi  Lee-ward  if ands.  2d]y,  With 
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refpedt  to  religion,  tlieywere  put  on  the  fame  footing  as  the 
inhabitants  of  Canada,  viz.  hberty  was  given  them  to  exercife  it 
according  to  the  rites  of  the  Romifh  church,  as  far  as  the  laws 
of  Great  Britain  permitted,  jdly.  Such  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Grenada  as  chofe  to  quit  the  ifiand,  fliould  have  hberty  fo  to 
do,  and  eighteen  months  fhould  be  allowed  them  to  difpofe  of 
their  effedts. 

The  ifland  and  its  dependencies  being  thus  become  a 
Britifla  colony,  one  of  the  firft  meafures  of  government  was  to 
ilTue  a  proclamation  under  the  great  feal,  bearing  date  the  7th 
of  06lober  1763,  wherein,  amongft  other  things,  it  is  declared 
"  that  all  perfons  inhabiting  in,  or  reforting  to,  the  ifland  of 
"  Grenada,  might  confide  in  the  royal  protedlion  for  the  en- 
**  joyment  of  the  benefit  of  the  laws  of  England,  with  the  right 
"  of  appeal  to  the  king  in  council,  as  fully  as  the  inhabitants  of 
"  the  other  Britifh  Colonies  in  America  under  the  king's  im- 
"  mediate  government." — It  alfo  fets  forth,  "  that  the  king,  by 
"  letters  patent  under  the  great  feal,  had  given  exprefs  power 
*•  and  dire(3:ion  to  the  governor,  as  foon  as  the  ftate  and  cir- 
*'  cumftances  of  the  colony  would  admit  thereof,  with  the 
"  advice  and  confent  of  the  council,  and  the  reprefentatives  of 
"  the  people,  to  make,  conftitute,  and  ordain  laws,  flatutes, 
"  and  ordinances  for  the  good  government  thereof,  as  near  as 
"  may  be  agreeably  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  under  fuch  re- 
«  gulations  and  reliridtions  as  are  ufed  in  the  other  Britifh 
••  colonies." 

This 
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This  proclamation  was  followed  by  another,  dated  the  26th  CHAP. 
of  March  1764,  inviting  purchafers  upon  certain  terms  and  v„__^._^ 
conditions. 

The  governor  thus  faid  to  have  been  appointed,  was  gene- 
ral Melville,  whofe  commiffion  however  did  not  bear  date 
until  the  9th  of  April  1764,  and  the  affembly  which  he  was- 
diredted  to  fummon,  met  for  the  firft  time  in  1765;  previous 
to  which,  the  Britifh  inhabitants  were  irrefiftibly  called  to  the 
difcuffion  of  a  great  conftitutional  queftioni  of  which  it  is. 
proper  I  Ihould  now  give  fome  account. 

The  queftion  arofe  from  the  information,  that  the  crown, 
conceiving  itfelf  entitled  by  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  to 
the  duty  of  4!  per  cent,  upon  all  produce  exported  from  the 
newly  ceded  iflands,,  as  paid  at  Barbadoes,  &c.  had  Iflued 
letters  patent,  bearing  date  the  20th  July  1764,  ordering  and 
diredling,  by  virtue  of  the  prerogative  royal,  that  from  and 
after  the  29th  of  September,  then  next  enfuing,  fuch  duty  or 
import  in  fpecle,  fliould  be  levied  in  Grenada ;  In  lieu  of  all. 
cuftoms  and  duties  formerly  paid  to  the  French  king. 

We  have  feen,  in  the  hlftory  of  Barbadoes,  in  what  man- 
ner the  inhabitants  of  that  illand  became  fubjedt  to  the  duty 
in  queftion  J  and  to  what  purpofes  the  money  was  exprefsly 
ftipulated  to  be  applied ;  but,  unjuftifiable  as  were  the  means 
by  which  that  impofition  was  originally  eftabliihed  in  Barbadoes, 
the  grant  was,  apparently,  the  grant  of  the  people  thernfelves, 
by.  their  reprefentatlves  in  their  legiflatlve  capacity.     Even 

*  Charles : 
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Charles  the  lid,  in  whofe  reign  the  grant  pafled,  though  a  ra- 
pacious and  unprincipled  monarch,  did  not  openly  claim  the 
right  of  laying  taxes  by  his  own  authority  in  a  colony  which 
had  an  affembly  of  its  own,  competent  to  that  purpofe.  The 
king  was  ready  enough  to  overawe,  or  to  corrupt  the  members 
which  compofed  that  alTembly ;  but  he  left  them  the  form  and 
femblance  at  leaft,  of  a  free  government. 

In  defence  of  the  prefent  meafure,  it  was  urged  that  Grenada 
being  a  conquered  country,  the  king  was  invefled  with  the 
power  of  putting  the  inhabitants  under  what  form,  of  govern- 
ment he  thought  befl  j  that  he  might  have  granted  them  what 
terms  of  capitulation,  and  have  concluded  what  articles  of  peace 
with  them  he  faw  fit ;  and  further,  that  the  aflurance  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Grenada,  in  the  articles  of  capitulation,  that  they 
fhould  enjoy  their  properties  and  privileges  in  like  manner  as 
the  other  his  Majefty's  fubjedts  in  the  Britifh  Leeward  Iflands, 
neceflarily  implied  that  they  were  bound  to  fubmit  to  the  fame 
confequences  of  their  being  fubjedts  as  were  fubmitted  to  by  the 
inhabitants  of  thofe  illands ;  one  of  which  was  the  payment  of 
the  duty  in  queftion.  It  was  faid  therefore  that  the  demand  of 
this  duty  was  moft  reafonable,  equitable  and  political  j  for  that 
it  was  only  putting  Grenada,  as  to  duties,  on  the  fame  footing 
with  all  the  Britifli  Leeward  Illands.  If  Grenada  paid  more,  it 
would  be  detrimental  to  her,  if  lefs,  it  would  be  detrimental  to 
the  other  Leeward  Iflands. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  contended,  that  the  letters  patent 
were  void  on  two  points,  the  firft  was  '*  that  although  they 

had 
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had  been  granted  before  the  proclamation  of  the  7th  of  Odtober 
1763,  yet  the  king  could  not  exercife  fuch  a  legiflative  power 
over  a  conquered  country."^The  fecond  point  was,  "  that 
although  the  king  had  fufficient  power  and  authority,  before 
the  7th  of  Odtober  1763,  to  do  fuch  a  legiflative  adt,  he  had 
divefted  himfelf  of  fuch  authority  previous  to  the  letters  patent 
of  the  20th  of  July  1764," 

The  crown  however  perfifting  in  its  claim,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants in  oppofing  it,  iffue  was  joined  on  the  arguments  that  I  have 
dated,  and  the  queflion  was  at  length  referred  to  a  folemn  ad- 
judication before  the  judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench  in 
England  (b). 

The  cafe  was  elaborately  argued  in  Weftmififter-hall,  four 
feveral  times ;  and  in  Michaelmas  term  1774,  Lord  chief  juflice 
Mansfield  pronounced  judgment,  againjl  the  crown.  The  con- 
fequence  was,  that  the  duty  in  queftion  was  aboliflied,  not  only 
in  Grenada,  but  alfo  in  the  ceded  iflands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vin- 
cent, and  Tobago. 

It  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  the  inhabitants  of  all 
thefe  iflands  had  fufficient  caufe  for  exultation  at  a  verdidl  io 
favourable  to  their  interefl;s ;  but  the  circumflances  on  which 
the  decifion  was  founded,  and  th6  dodtrines  which  were  pro- 
mulgated along  with  it,  became  the  fubjeft  of  much  animad- 
verlion ;  and  indeed  (if  I  may  obtrude  my  own  opinion  in  fuch 

{b)  The  cafe  is  related  at  large  in  Cowper's  Reports. 
Vol.  I.  ■  3  A  a  cafe) 
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BOOK    a  cafe)  they  appear  to  me  to  be  of  a  dangerous  and  unconfi:i= 
III-         tutional  tendency. 

The  noble  and  venerable  judge  who  pronounced  the 
opinion  of  the  Court,  refted  the  determination  folely  on  the  cir- 
cumftance,  that  the  proclamations  of  Odober  1763,  and  March 
1764,  were  of  prior  date  to  the  letters  patent;  obferving,  that 
the  king  had  precluded  himfelf  from  the  exercife  of  legiflative 
authority  over  Grenada,  before  the  letters  patent  were  iffaed, 
"  Through  inattention,  he  faid,  of  the  king's  fervants,  in  invert- 
ing the  order  in  which  the  inftruments  Ihould  have  paffed,.  the- 
lail  adl  was  contradidory  to,  and  a  violation  of  the  firft,  and 
on  that  account  null  a,nd  void."^  But,  although  the,  noble  lord 
confined  the  mere  legal  queftion  to  a  narrow  compafs,  he 
judged  it  neceflary,  at  the  fame  time,  to  enter  on  a  wide  and 
extenfive  field  af  difcuffion  in  fupport  of  the  regal  authority  over 
conquered  countries  j  maintaining"  that  it  is  left  to  the  king  to 
grant  or  refufe  a  capitulation  ; — ^if  he  refufes,  and  puts>  the  in- 
habitants to  the  fword,  or  otherwife  exterminates  them,  all  the 
lands  belong  to  himfelL  If  he  receives  the  inhabitants  unde? 
his  protedtion,  and  grants  them  their  property,  he  has  a  power 
to  ^x  fuch  terms  and  conditions  as  he  thinks  proper.  He  may 
(faid  the  noble  judge)  yield  up  the  conqueft,  or  retain  it,  on 
ivhat  terms  he  pleajes,  and  change  part,  or  the  whole,  of  the 
kw,  or  political  form  o£  it&  gov£rnment»  as  hefees^  befi"  In 
reply  to  an  obfervation,  that  no  adjudged  cafe,  in  point,  had 
been  adduced,  the  noble  lord  declared  that  this  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  "  inafmuch  as  no  queftion  was  ever  ftarted  before 

bat 
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but  that  the  king  has  a  right  to  a  legiflative  authority  over  a 
conquered  country  j"  and  he  quoted  an  opinion  of  the  crown 
lawyers  in  1722,  in  refped  of  Jamaica.  The  affembly  of  that 
ifland  being  refractory,  it  was  referred  to  Sir  Philip  Yorke  and 
Sir  Clement  Wearge  to  know  "  what  could  be  done  if  the 
affembly  fhould  obftinately  continue  to  withhold  all  the  ufual 
fupplies."  They  reported,  that  "  if  Jamaica  was  ftill  to  be 
confidered  as  a  conquered  ijland,  the  king  had  a  right  to  levy 
taxes  upon  the  inhabitants ;  but  if  it  was  to  be  confidered  in, 
the  fame  light  as  the  other  colonies,  no  tax  could  be  impofed  on 
the  inhabitants,  but  by  an  ajfembly  of  the  ijland,  or  by  an  a£l  of 
parliament." 

It  is  impoflible,  I  think,  not  to  perceive^  throughout  thefe, 
and  other  parts  of  the  learned  judge's  argument,  a  certain 
degree  of  bias  ariling  from  the  unhappy  diffentions  which, 
about  that  period,  broke  out  into  a  civil  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies ;  in  the  progrefs  of  which,  it  is  believed, 
this  noble  perfon  diftinguifhed  himfelf  as  an  aftive  partizan, 
and  a  powerful  advocate  for  the  unconditional  fupremacy  of  the 
mother-country.  I  might  otherwife  be  chargeable  with  great 
arrogance  in  prefuming  to  differ  from  fuch  weight  of  autho- 
rity^ but  furely  it  will  be  permitted  me  to  examine  the 
dodlrine  maintained  on  this  occafion,  by  the  teft  of  thofe  cafes, 
which  the  noble  judge  himfelf  adduced  in  its  fupport.  In 
fuch  an  examination,  plain  argument  and  common  fenfe  may 
fupply  the  fubtleties  of  legal  refinement,  and  the  want  of  pro- 
feflional  learning. 

3  A  2  The 
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BOOK  The  cafes  chiefly  relied  on  by  the  learned  judge,  v/--re 
I^I-  thofe  of  Ireland,  Wales,  Berwick  and  New  York ;  in  all  which 
places  it  was  afferted  that  the  king,  after  their  conqueft,  had,  of 
his  own  authority,  exercifed  the  powers  of  legiflature,  by  intro- 
ducing an  alteration  of  their  former  laws,  and  eftablifhing  a  new 
fyftem  of  government  over  the  inhabitants!  "  No  man  (ob- 
ferved  lais  lordfhip,  in  the  cafe  of  Ireland,)  ever  faid,  that  the 
change  in  the  laws,  of  that  country  was  made  by  the  parliament 
of  England  :  no  man  everfaid  the  crown  could  not  do  it." 

With  the  utmoft  deference,  however,  to  the  fentlments  of 
this  great  and  enlightened  lawyer,  I  prefume  to  think  that  the 
queftion  was  not  fmiply.  Whether  the  crown  alone,  or  the  par- 
liament of  England,  had  the  right  of  exerciling  the  authority 
contended  for  ? — I  will  even  admit  that  the  interpofition  of  par- 
liament was  unneceffary.  Still  however  the  main  queftion  re- 
mains to  be  anfwered,  which  is,  I'o  what  extent  ??iay  the  royal 
prerogative  in  Juch  cafes  be  exerted  "^  Did  the  noble  judge  mean 
to  affert,  that  conqueft  deftroys  all  the  rights  of  the  conquered, 
and  that  the  king,  in  changing  their  laws  and  form  of  govern- 
ment, has  a  right  to  prefcribe  to  them,  not  merely  the  EngliJ]}  con- 
Jiitution; — but  any  other  fyftem  he  thinks  beft?  Iffuch  was 
the  opinion,  it  may  be  affirmed  that  the  cafes  which  his  lord- 
fhip adduced  in  fupport  of  his  argument,  warrant  no  fuch 
conclufion. 

The  firft  cafe  was  that  of  Ireland.  '*  The  fadl,  fays  the 
noble  lord,  comes  out  clearly  to  be,  that  Ireland  received  the 
laws  of  England  by  the  charters  and  commands  of  Henry  II. 
King  John  and  Henry  III.'* 

I  Of 
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Of  Wales,  the  noble  lord  obferves  "  that  the  flatute  of 
Wales  (12  Edward  I.)  is  certainly  no  more  than  regulations, 
made  by  the  king  in  his  council  for  the  government  of  Wales, 
and  that  the  king  governed  it  as  a  conqueji;  but  let  us  hear  on 
this  fubjedt  the  learned  judge  Blackftone.  "  This  territory, 
obferves  Blackftone,  being  then  entirely  re-annexed  (by  a  kind 
of  feodal  refumption)  to  the  dominion  of  the  crown  of  England, 
or,  as  the  ftatute  of  Rutland  exprefles  it,  terra  Walliae  cum  incolis 
fuis,prius  regi  jure  feodali  fubje£}a,  (of  which  homage  was  the 
fign)  jam  in  froprietatis  dominium  totaliter  et  cum  integritate  con- 
iperfa  eji,  et  coronae  regni  Angliae  tanquam  pars  corporis  ejufdem 
annexa  et  unita.  But  the  finifhing  ftroke  to  their  independency, 
was  given  by  the  ftatute  27  Henry  VIII.  c.  26.  which  at  the 
fame  time  gave  the  utmoft  advancement  to  their  civil  prof- 
perity,  by  admitting  them  to  a  thorough  communication  of  laws 
with  the  JubjeBs  of  England.  Thus  were  this  brave  people 
gradually  conquered  into  the  enjoyment  of  true  liberty;  being 
infenfibly  put  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  made  fellow  citizens  wit b 
their  conquerors." 

Another  cafe  was  that  of  Berwick,  which,  obferved  the 
noble  lord,  **  after  the  conqueft  of  it,  was  governed  by  charters 
from  the  crown,  without  the  interpofttion  of  parliament,  till 
the  reign  of  James  I."  The  noble  judge  would  have  ftated 
this  cafe  more  fairly,  had  he  faid  that  Edward  I.  at  the  requeji 
of  the'  inhabitants,  confirmed  to  them  the  enjoyment  of  their 
ancient  laws  -,  but  that  "  its  conftitution  v/as  put  on  an  Englijh 
footing,  by  a  charter  of  king  James."  Thefe  are  the  very 
words  of  Blackftone, 

The 
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The  cafe  next  quoted  by  the  learned  judge  was  that  of  New 
York,  which  was  conquered  from  the  Dutch  in  1664,  and, 
hke  Wales,  remained  in  polleflion  of  mofl:  of  its  former  inhabi- 
tants. "King  Charles  II.  (obferves  the  noble  judge)  changed 
the  form  of  their  conftitution  and  political  government;  by 
granting  it  to  the  duke  of  York,  to  hold  of  his  crown  under  all 
the  regulations  contained  in  the  letter:  parent T — So  far  is  true; 
but  what  followed  ?  This  duke  of  York  (^afterwards  James  II.) 
was  a  man  whofe  principles  of  government  were  in  the  higheft 
degree  repugnant  and  inimical  to  thofe  of  the  Engliih  conftitu- 
tion. Accordingly  he  attempted  at  firft  to  introduce  into  the 
newly  acquired  country,  a  fyftem  little  confonant  to  Britifli  free- 
dom; but  he  was  difappointed  and  defeated.  He  was  com- 
pelled, much  againft  his  inclination,  to  allow  the  people  to 
choofe  deputies  to  reprefent  them  in  the  legiflature;  and  thefe 
deputies  adtually  voted  "  that  all  the  ordinances  which  had 
been  made  by  the  governor  and  council,  before  the  people  were 
admitted  to  a  fhare  in  the  legiflature,  were  invalid,  becaufe  they 
were  pajfed  in  a  manner  repugnant  to  the  conjiitution  of  Eng- 
land." 

From  this  recital,  it  is  I  think  evident  that  the  noble  and 
learned  judge  miftook  the  gij}  of  the  queftion  j  or  rather  con- 
founded together  two  things  which  are  totally  diftindt  and  repug- 
,nant  in  their  nature ;  for  he  appears  to  have  confidered  the  pre- 
rogative in  the  king,  of  extending  to  his  newly  acquired fubjeSlsy 
the  benefits  of  the  Englijh  conjiitution,  as  equivalent  to  the  right 
of  ruling  them  by  whatever  conftitution  or  fyftem  of  govern- 
ment he  pleafes  ;  or,  by  none  at  all. 

It 
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It  would  feem  then  that,  if  the  cafes  which  have  been  ad-    CHAP, 
duced  prove  any  thing,  they  prove  that  the  crown  neither  has  II. 

prefcribed,  nor  could  prefcribe,  any  form  of  government  incom-  ^— "^^  • 
patible  with  the  principles  of  the  Britifh  conftitution,  to  any 
colony  or  territory  whatever,  whether  acquired  by'  conqueft  or 
fettlement  ;■ — and  good  authorities  are  not  wanting  in  fupport 
of  this  dodrine.  "  The  king  of  Great  Britain  (fays  an  excel- 
lent writer  (c)  although  at  the  head  of  a  free  ftate,  may,  in  his 
own  right,  hold  other  ftates,  under  a  form  of  government  that 
is  not  free  j  as  he  does,  for  inftance,  the  ftates  of  the  elec- 
torate of  Hanover.  He  may  too  even  as  king  of  Great  Britain, 
by  virtue  of  his  prerogative  and  as  generaliffimo  of  the  empire, 
hold  a  conquered  ftate  (for  the  time  being)  under  a  form 
of  government  that  is  not  free  ;  that  is,  under  military  law : 
but,  in  the  inftant  that  fuch  conquered  ftate  is,  by  treaty 
of  peace,  or  otherwife,  ceded  to  the  crown  of  Great  Britain, 
in  that  inftant  it  imbibes  the  fpirit  of  the  conftitution,  it  is 
naturalized;  it  is  affimilated  to  the  government,  it  is  go- 
vernable and  to  be  governed  by,  and  under  all  thofe .  powers 
with  which  the  governing  power  of  king,  lords  and  commons  is 
invefted  by  the  conftitution ;  but  it  is  not  governable,  neither 
Is  to  be  governed,  by  any  powers  which  the  governing  power  of 
king,  lords  and  commons  does  not  poffefs  from  the  conftitu- 
tion :  as  for  example,  it  cannot  be  governed -on  the  principles 
of  flavery  j  becaufe  the  governing  power  of  king,  lords  and  com-r 
mons  is  appointed  by  the  conftitution  to  govern  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  liberty."  Surely  it  is  a  propofition  abfurd  and  mon- 
ftrous  on  the  very  face  of  it,  to  fay  that  a  limited  monarch,  in 
a  free  ftate,  may  govern  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  fuch  a. 

{c)  Mr.  EftwickJ 

ftatfe 
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BOOK    ftatc  In  an  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  manner.     A  body  of  fub- 
III-        jedts  fo  governed,  would,  if  fufficiently  numerous,  be  fit  inflru- 
''"''      ments  to  enflave  the  reft ! 

The  intelligent  reader  vaII  admit  the  vaft  importance  of  this 
queftion,  both  to  the  prefent  age  and  to  pofterity  j  and  perceive 
how  greatly  the  dearefl:  interefts  of  men,  who,  in  the  contingen- 
cies of  war,  fhall  hereafter  fall  under  the  Britifh  dominion,  may 
poflibly  be  concerned  in  its  difcuffion.  To  fuch  readers  no 
apology  will  be  neceflary,  for  the  detail  which  I  have  thought 
it  my  duty  to  give  on  a  fubjedt  of  fuch  conilitutional  magni- 
tude.—-! now  return  to  tranfaftions  with  the  colony. 

It  has  been  ftated  that  the  firft  aflembly  met  in  1765.  At 
that  time  none  of  the  French  Roman  catholick  inhabitants 
claimed  a  right,  or  even  expreiled  a  defire,  of  becoming  ipem- 
bers,  either  of  the  council  or  aflembly:  but  in  1768  the  go- 
vernor received  inftrudlions  from  the  crown,  to  admit  two  of 
them  into  the  council,  and  to  declare  others  to  be  eligible  into  the 
aflembly,  on  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy.  The 
governor  was  directed  alfo  to  include  the  names  of  certain  per- 
fons  of  this  defcription,  in  the  commifllon  of  the  peace. 

These  inftruftions,  and  the  meafures  which  were  taken  In 
confequence  thereof,  gave  rife  to  violent  commotions  and  party 
diviuons  in  the  colony,  which,  being  embittered  by  religious 
contrpverfy,  continue  to  divide  the  inhabitants  to  the  preient 
Jiour.'  It  were  highly  unbecoming  in  me  (a  fl:ranger  to  the 
ifland)  to  flatter  the  pafiions  of  one  party  or  the  other ;  and  I 

ihould 
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fhould  readily  confign  all  the  circumftances  to  oblivion,  but  that 
it  is  my  duty  as  an  hiftorian,  to  ftate  without  prejudice  fuch 
particulars  as  may,  in  their  confequences,  aiFed:  the  general 
welfare  of  the  colony,  that  the  errors  of  one  age  may  ferve  as  a 
leflbn  to  the  next. 

The  oppofition  that  was  given  by  the  Britifh  inhabitants  to 
the  appointment  of  any  of  the  Roman  catholick  capitulants  to 
feats  in  the  legiflafure,  arofe,  I  believe,  originally  from  an  idea 
that  the  royal  inflrudlions  in  this  cafe  were  in  dired:  viola- 
tion of  the  teft  ad  of  Charles  II.  which  requires  "  that  all  per- 
fons  enjoying  any  place  of  truft  or  profit  {hall,  in  addition  to 
the  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fupremacy,  fubfcribe  a  declaration 
againft  the  dodtrine  of  tranfubftantiation  in  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord's  fupper."  By  the  king's  inflrudlions,  above  cited, 
his  Roman  catholick  fubjedls  of  Grenada  were  declared  eligible 
without  fubfcribing  to  this  declaration. 

Liberal  and  enlightened  minds  at  this  day  are  not  eafily 
reconciled  to  the  dodlrine,  that  an  adherence  to  mere  fpecula- 
tive  opinions  in  matters  of  faith,  ought  to  drive  any  loyal  fub- 
jedl  from  the  fervice  of  his  country,  or  deprive  a  man  (other- 
wife  entitled)  of  the  enjoyment  of  thofe  honours  and  diilinc- 
tions,  the  diftribution  of  which  the  wifdom  of  the  laws  has 
afligned  to  the  fovereign.  Much  lefs  will  it  be  thought  that 
fuch  a  man  is  unworthy  of  that  confidence  which  his  neigh- 
bours and  fellow  citizens,  who  are  befl  acquainted  with  his 
principles  and  virtues,  and  are  themfelves  of  a  different  per- 
fuafion,  fhall  think  fit  to  repofe  in  him.     At  the  fame  time,  it 
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muft  be  acknowledged,  that  the  recent  and  then  depending 
claim  in  the  crown,  to  lay  taxes  on  Grenada  by  its  own  authori- 
ty, gave  the  inhabitants  juft  caufe  of  apprehenfion,  that  the 
royal  inflrudlions  in  the  prefent  cafe  were  founded,  in  like 
manner,  on  a  pretenfion  to  legillative  authority,  fubverfive  of 
their  owa  colonial  affembly. 

■  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  alledged  that  the  tefl:  adl  was 
never  meant  to  extend  to  the  Britifli  plantations  j  that  it  was 
confined,  both  in  its  letter  and  fpirit,  to  the  kingdom  of  Eng- 
landand  the  town  of  Berwick  j  and  though  it  were  true  that 
it  is  the  pradlice  of  the  courts  of  Grenada  to  adopt  both  the . 
common  and  ftatute  law  of  England,  it  was  contended  never- 
thelefs,  that  the  adoption  could  extend  only  to  fuch  of  the 
Engllfh  flatutes,  as  were  applicable  to  the  peculiar  fitua- 
tion  of  the  colony.  It  was  urged,  that  the  adt  in  queftion 
originated  in  an  age  of  religious  frenzy  and  fanatic  violence. 
The  authority  of  hiftory  was  adduced  to  prove  that  it  was 
particularly  promoted  by  a  worthlefs  individual,  from  animolity 
to  the  Duke  of  Yoi-k,  who  was  obliged,  in  confequence  of  it, 
to.refign  the  great  office  of  Lord  High  Admiral.  A  law  thus 
founded  and  fupported,  inftead  of  being  confidered  as  fuited 
to  the  circumflances  of  a  new  and  infant  colony,  ought,  it  was 
faid,  to  be  expunged  from  the  Englifh  ftatuje  book. 

What  Influence  thefe,  or  other  confiderations,  had  on  the 
Britifh  Miniftry,  I  prefume  not  to  fay.     It  is  certain  that  the 
king  refufed  to  revoke  his  inftrudtions ;  in  confequence  where- 
of the  mofl  zealous  of  the  proteftant  members  of  the  affem- 
bly 
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bly  declining  to  attend,  it  was  feldom  that  a  houfe  could  be 
formed.  Publick  affairs  foon  fell  into  the  utmoft  confufion, 
and  in  this  flate  of  fadlion  and  perplexity,  the  illand  continued, 
until  its  fe-capture  by  the  French  in  1779. 

On  this  occafion,  charges  were  brought  again  the  French 
inhabitants  which  I  will  not  repeat,  becaufe  I  have  no  other 
evidence  to  fupport  them  than  the  mutual  reproaches,  and 
reciprocal  accufations  of  the  parties.  The  complaints  indeed 
which  were  loudly  made  on  the  part  of  the  French,  of  an 
ufurpation  of  their  deareft  rights  by  the  prevailing  faftion, 
feemed  to  imply  that  they  relied  rather  on  juftification  than 
denial. 

The  French  miniftry  however  required  no  other  encourage- 
ment for  attacking  this  ifland,  than  the  defencelefs  flate  in 
which  all  the  Britifh  fettlements  in  the  Weft  Indies  were  at 
thatjundure  notorioully  left.  The  hopelefs  and  deftrudive 
W--  in  North  America  had  drawn  to  its  vortex  all  the  powers, 
refources,  and  exertions  of  Great  Britain.  Already  had  Domi- 
nica and  St.  Vincent  become  a  facrifice  to  that  unfortunate 
conteft  J  when  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  Grenada  to  experience  her 
fhare  of  the  general  misfortune. 

On  the  2d  of  July  1779,  a  French  armament,  coniifting  of 
a  fleet  of  25  fliips  of  the  lincy  10  frigates,  and  5000  troops, 
under  the  command  of  the  Count  D'Eftaing,  appeared  off 
the  harbour  and  town  of  St.  George  :  the  whole  force  of  the 
iiland  was  compofed  of  90  men  of  the  48th  regiment,   300 
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militia  of  the  ifland,  and  150  feamen  from  the  merchant 
fliips ;  and  its  fortifications  confided  chiefly  of  an  entrench- 
ment, which  had  been  haftily  thrown  up  round  the  fummit 
of  the  Hofpital-hill.  This  entrenchment  the  Count  D'Eftaing 
invefted  the  next  day,  at  the  head  of  3,000  of  his  beft 
forces,  which  he  led  up  in  three  columns,  aud  after  a  hard 
conflict  and  the  lofs  of  300  men,  carried  the  lines.  Never 
did  fo  fmall  a  body  of  men  make  a  nobler  defence  again  ft 
fuch  inequality  of  numbers.  The  governor  (Lord  Macart^ 
ney)  and  the  remains  of  his  little  garrifon,  immediately 
retired  into  the  old  fort,  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  j 
which  however  was  wholly  untenable,  being  commanded  by 
the  Hofpital-hill  battery,  the  guns  of  which  having  been 
moft  unfortunately  left  unfpiked,  were  now  turned  againft 
them.  At  day-break,  the  French  opened  a  battery  of  two 
twenty-four  pounders  againft  the  walls  of  the  old  fort.  In 
this  fituation,  the  governor  and  inhabitants  had  no  i-efource 
but  in  the  hopes  of  obtaining  favourable  terms  of  capitula- 
tion; and  herein  they  were  difappointed.  Their  propofals 
were  fcornfully  rejedted,  and  fuch  hard  and  extraordinary  terms 
cfFered  and  infifted  on  by  Count  D'Eftaing,  as  left  them  no 
alternative  but  the  facrifice  of  their  honour,  or  an  unconditional 
furrender.  They  embraced  the  latter  j  and  it  muft  be  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  protedlion  which  was  afforded  to  the 
helplefs  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  their  property,  not  only 
while  the  treaty  was  depending,  but  alfo  after  the  furrender 
©f  the  ifland"  at  difcretion,  refledted  the  higheft  luftre  on  the 
difcipline,  as  well  as  humanity  of  the  conquerors.  Protedlion 
and  fafe -guards  were  granted  on  every  application,  and  thus 
a  town  was  faved  from  plunder,  which  by  the  ftrid;  rules 

of 
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ef  war,   might  have  been  given   up  to  an  exafperated  fol-    CHAP, 
diery.  ,     _  '_    i 

It  is  to  be  lamented  that  the  fubfequent  condud:  of  the 
French  government  of  Grenada,  towards  its  new  fubjefts, 
was  not  quite  fo  generous.  By  an  ordinance  of  the  Count  de 
Durat,  the  new  governor,  they  were  enjoined,  under  the 
penalty  of  military  execution  and  confifcation  of  property,  from 
the  payment,  direftly  or  indireftly,  of  all  debts  due  by  them 
to  Britifh  fubjedts,  refiding  in  any  part  of  the  Britifh  domi- 
nions ;  and  by  another  ordinance,  the  prohibition  was  extended  * 
to  fuch  debts  owing  to  the  fubjecits  of  the  united  provinces  of 
Holland,  as  were  guaranteed  by  any  of  the  fubjedrs  of  Great 
Britain.  The  Count  D'Eflaing  had  inferted  claufes  to  the 
fame  effeft,  in  the  form  of  capitulation,  which  he  had  tendered 
to  the  garrifon,  and  it  was  thofe  prohibitions  that  induced  the 
Britifh  inhabitants,  with  an  honeft  indignation,  to  rifque  the 
confequence  of  an  unconditional  furrender,  rather  than  fubmit 
to  them.  With  the  virtue  and  integrity  that  it  is  to  be  hoped 
will  for  ever  diftinguifh  the  Britifh  character,  they  confidered 
no  facrifice  fo  great  as  the  violation  of  that  confidence,  whick 
had  been  repofed  in  them '  by  their  friends  and  creditors  in 
Europe.  But  the  ordinances  went  flill  further.  By  the  regu- 
lations which  they  contained,  it  was  enadled  that  all  the  eftates 
belonging  to  Englirti  abfentees,  fhould  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  certain  perfons  to  be  nominated  by  the  governor,  called 
confervators;  and  the  produce  be  paid  into  the  public  trea- 
fuiy.  Thus  was  plunder  fandioned  by  authority;  and  the 
abfent  proprietors  were  not  the  only  vidimus.  The  fhameful 
^  facility 
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facility  with  which  every  French  claimant  was  put  into  pof- 
feffion  of  eflates,  to  which  the  flighteft  pretenlion  was  fet  up, 
gave  the  refident  planters  reafon  to  apprehend,  that  the  only 
indulgence  they  were  to  expedl,  was  that  which  PoUphemus 
promifed  UlylTes,  of  being  devoured  the  lajl. 

Most  of  thefe  injurious  proceedings,  and  various  ads  of 
perfonal  oppreffion,  inflifted  on  the  conquered  inhabitants  of 
Grenada,  were,  by  them,  imputed  to  the  too  great  influence 
with  the  governor  of  their  late  fellow  fubjedis  and  neighbours, 
the  French  planters ;  and  it  is  much  eafier  to  account  for, 
than  to  juftify  their  cohdudt.  Let  it  be  remembered,  however, 
to  the  honour  of  the  Ftench  nation,  that  thefe  nefarious  piro- 
ceedings  were  no  fooner  made  known  to  the  court  of  France, 
than  they  were  difapproved  and  reprobated.  The  appbintrneht 
of  confervators  was  abolifhed,  and  reftoration  ordered  to  be 
made  of  the  eftates  of  abfent  proprietors.  Redrefs  was  like- 
wiie  very  generally  given,  by  appeals  in  the  laft  refort,  to  fuch 
of  the  refident  planters  as  had  been  illegally  deprived  of  their 
poffeffions.  But  it  was  not  long  before  the  ifland  itfelf  re- 
verted to  the  Britiih  dominion. 

Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  were  reftored  to  Great  Brl- 
tain^with  all  the  other  captured  iflatids  in  the  Weft  Indies  (To- 
bago excepted)  by  the  general  pacification  which  took  place  in 
January  1783  j  a  pacification  upon  which,  whatever  may  be 
its  general  m.erits,  it  is  impofiible  but  that  tlie  Englifh  fugar 
planters  (except  perhaps  thofe  of  the  ceded  ifland)  muft  re- 
flect with  grateful  fatisfadlion.  It  might  indeed  have  been 
I  wifhed. 
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wifhed,  by  thofe  who  have  at  heart  the  prefent  repofe  and  fu- 
ture profperity  of  mankindj  that  forne  falutary  regulations  had 
been  framed,  at  the  fame  time,  for  preventing  the  revival  of 
thofe  unhappy -national  animofities  among  the  white  inhabi- 
tants of  Grenada,  of  which  I  have  fo  largely  fpoken,  and 
which,  I  am  forry  to  be  informed,  were  renewed  on  the  refto- 
ration  of  the  illand  with  additional  force  and  aggravated  vio- 
lence. It  is  not  my  intention  however  to  enter  into  any  further 
detail  on  the  fubjedl.  As  a  friend  to  the  interefts  of  humanity, 
independent  of  religious  opinions,  and  locality  of  birth,  I  fhall 
rejoice  if  means  can  be  found  to  reftore  to  this  little  commu- 
nity  that  peace,  confidence  and  unanimity,  without  which  its  ^ 
inhabitants  muft  be  a  ruined  people,  and  a  prey  to  the  firft 
invader. 

Having  thus,  as  I  conceive,  fufficiently  treated  of  the  hif- 
torical  and  political  concerns  of  this  valuable  colony,  I  iliall 
conclude  with  a  fhort  difplay  of  its  prefent  ilate,  in  refpedt  of 
foil,  population,  produdtions  and  exports ;  premifing,  that  many 
of  thofe  little  iflands  which  are  called  the  Grenadines,  no  longer 
appertain  to  the  government  of  Grenada.  By  an  arrangement 
of  the  Britifh  adminiftration,  which  has  taken  effedl  fince  the 
peace,  a  line  of  divifion  paffes  in  an  eaft  and  weft  diredion, 
•between  Cariacou  and  Union  ifland.  The  former  of  thefe, 
and  fome  fmaller  iflands  fouth  of  it,  are  all  that  are  now  com- 
prifed  in  the  Grenada  government;  Union  ifland,  with  all  the 
little  iflands  adjoining,  to  the  north,  being  annexed  to  the 
government  of  St.  Vincent. 

Grenada  • 


375 


576  H  I  S  T  O  R  Y     O  F     T  H  E 

Grenada  contains  about  80,000  acres  of  land;  of  which 
although  no  lefs  than  72,141  acres  paid  taxes  in  1776,  and 
may  therefore  be  fuppofed  fit  for  cultivation,  yet  the  quantity 
aftually  cultivated  has  never  exceeded  50,000  acres.  The 
face  of  the  country  is  mountainous,  but  not  inacceffible  in  any 
part,  and  it  abounds  with  fprings  and  rivulets.  To  the  north 
and  the  eaft,"the  foil  is  a  brick  mould;  the  fame,  or  nearly  the 
fame,  as  that  of  which  mention  has  been  made  in  the  hillory 
of  Jamaica.  On  the  weft  fide,  it  is  a  rich  black  mould  on  a 
fubftratum  of  yellow  clay.  To  the  fouth,  the  land  in  general 
is  poor,  and  of  a  reddifli  hue,  and  the  fame  extends  over  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  interior  country.  On  the  whole,  however, 
Grenada  appears  to  be  fertile  in  a  high  degree,  and  by  the 
variety,  as  well  as  excellence,  of  its  returns,  feems  adapted  to 
every  tropical  produftion.  The  exports  of  the  year  1776,  from 
Grenada  and  its  dependencies,  ware  14,012,157  lbs.  of  muf- 
cavado,  and  9,273,607  lbs.  of  clayed  fugar;  818,700  gallons  of 
rum;  1,827,166  lbs.  of  coffee,  457,7 19  lbs.  of  cacao,  91,943  lbs. 
of  cotton,  27,638  lbs.  of  indigo,  and  fome  fmaller  articles;  the 
whole  of  which,  on  a  moderate  computation,  could  not  be  worth 
lefs,  at  the  ports  of  fliipping,  than  ^T.  600,000  fterling,  excluding 
freight,  duties,  infurance  and  other  charges.  It  deferves  to  be 
remembered  too,  that  the  fugar  was  the  produce  of  106  planta- 
tions only,  and  that  they  were  worked  by  18,293  negroes,  which 
was  therefore  rather  more  than  one  hogfliead  of  mufcavado 
fugar,  of  1 6  cwt.  from  the  labour  of  each  negro,  old  and  young, 
employed  in  the  cultivation  of  that  commodity ;  a  prodigious 
return,  equalled,  I  believe,  by  no  other  Britifh  ifland  in  the 
Weft  Indies,  St.  Chriftopher's  excepted. — —The  exports  of 
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1787  will  be  given  hereafter :  they  will  be  found,  except  In  one 
or  two  articles,  to  fall  greatly  (hort  ef  thofe  of  1 776 ;  a  cir- 
cumflance  for  which  I  know  not  wholly  how  to  account. 

This  ifland  is  divided  into  fix  parifhes,  St.  George,  St. 
David,  St.  Andrew,  St.  Patrick,  St.  Mark  and  St.  John  j  and  its 
chief  dependency,  Cariacou,  forms  a  feventh  parifli.  It  Is  only 
fince  the  reftoration  of  Grenada  to  Great  Britain  by  the  peace 
of  1783,  that  an  ifland  law  has  been  obtained  for  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  a  proteftant  clergy.  This  aft  pafled  in  1784,  and  pro- 
vides ftipends  of  ;C*  33°  currency,  and  £.60  for  houfe-rent 
per  annum,  for  five  clergymen,  inz.  one  for  the  town  and  pariflt 
of  St.  George,  three  for  the  other  five  out-pari(hes  of  Grenada, 
and  one  for  Cariacou.  Befides  thefe  flipends,  there  are  valua- 
ble glebe  lands,  which  had  been  appropriated  to  the  fupport 
of  the  Roman  catholick  clergy,  whilft  that  was  the  eftablifhed 
religion  of  Grenada.  Thefe  lands,  according  to  an  opinion  of 
the  attorney  and  folicitor-general  of  England  (to  whom  a 
queftion  on  this  point  was  referred  by  the  crown)  became 
veflied  in  his  Majefty  as  publick  lands,  on  the  reftoration  of  the 
ifland  to  the  Britifli  government,  and  I  believe  have  fince  been 
applied  by  the  colonial  legiflature,  with  the  confent  of  the 
crown,  to  the  further  fupport  of  the  proteftant  church,  with 
fome  allowance  thereout  (to  what  amount  I  am  not  informed) 
for  the  benefit  of  the  tolerated  Romifli  clergy  of  the  remaining 
French  inhabitants. 

The  capital  of  Grenada,  by  an  ordinance  of  governor  Mel- 
ville, foon  after  the  ceflion  of  the  country  to  Great  Britain 
Vol.  I.  3  C  by 
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by  the  peace  of  Paris,  is  called  St.  George.  Ry  this^ordirtance,, 
English  names  were  given  to  the  feveral  towns  and  parifhes^ 
and  their  French  names  forbidden  to  be  thereafter  ufed  in  any 
publick  aits.  The  French  name  of  the  capijtal  was  Fort  Royale., 
It  is  fituated  in  a  fpacious  bay,  on  the  wefl  or  lee-lide  of  the; 
ifland,  not  far  from  the  fouth  end,  and  pofleiTes  one  of  the  fafeffc 
and  moft  commodious  harbours  for  fhipping  in  the  Engliflt 
Well;  Indies,  which  has  been  lately  fortiiied  at  a  very  great 
©xpence  (c).. 

The  other  towns  in  Grenada,,  are-,,  properly  fpeaking,  in* 
Gonfiderable  villages  or  hamlets,  which  are  generally  iituated 
at  the  bays  or  ihipping  places  in  the  feveral  out-pariflbes.  The 
parifh  town  of  Cariacou  is  called  Hillfdorough. 

Grenada  has  two  ports  of  entry,  with  fcparate  ella- 
Blifliments,  and  diftincfl  revenue  officers,  independent  of  each 
other,  i;k;.  one  at  St.  George,  the  capital,  and  one  at  Grenville- 
bay,  a  town  and  harbour  on  the  eaffc  or  windward  fide  of  the 
iQand.  The  former,  by  the  27  Geo.  III.  c,  27.  is  made  a. 
free  port. 

(c)  The  town  of  Saint  George  is  built  chiefly  of  brick,  and  makes  a  handfome 
appearance.  It  is  divided  by;  a  ridge,  -which  running  into  the  fea  forms  on  one 
fide  the  carenage,  on  the  other  the  bay :  thus  there  is  the  Bay-town^  which^ 
boafts  a  handfome  fquare  and  market-place,  and  the  Carenage-town^  wherein  the 
principal  merchants  refide,  the  fhips  lying  land-locked,  and  in  deep  water  clofe  to 
the  wharfs.  On  the  ridge  between  the  two  towns  ftands  the  church,  and  on  the 
})romontory  above  it  is  a  large  old  fort,  which  was  probably  conftrudled  by  the 
firft  French  inhabitants.  It  is  built  of  ftoncj  and  is  large  enough  to  accommo-- 
^te  an  entire  regiments 

Whether- 
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Whether  it  be  owing  to  the  events  of  war^  to  domeflick 
dilTentions,  or  to  calamities  inflided  by  the  hand  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence; I  know'not,  but  it  appears  that  the  white  population 
of  Grenada  and  the  Grenadines  has  decreafed  confiderably 
fince  thefe  iflands  firil  came  into  poffeffion  of  the  Englilh. 
The-  number  of  white  inhabitants,  in  the  year  1771,  were 
known  to  be  fomewhat  more  than  fixteen  hundred  ;  in  1777 
they  had  decreafed  to  thirteen  hundred  ;  and  at  this  time  they 
are  fuppofed  not  to  exceed  one  thouiknd,  of  which  about  two^^ 
thirds  are  men  able  to  bear  arms,  and  incorporated  into  five 
regiments  of  militia,  including  a  company  of  free  blacks  or 
mulattoes,  attached  to  each.  There  are  likewife  about  500 
regular  troops  from  Great  Britain*  which  are  fupported  on  the 
Britilh  eilablilhment  fdj. 

The  negro  flaves  have  alfo  decreafed.  By  the  laft  returns 
preceding  the  capture  of  the  ifland  in  1779,  they  were  flated 
at  35,000,  of  which  5,000  were  in  Cariacou,  and  the  fmaller 
iflands.  In  1785  they  amounted  to  no  more  than  23,926  in  the 
whole.  The  decreafe  was  owing  partly  to  the  want  of  any  re- 
gular fupply  during  the  French  government,  and  partly  to  the 
numbers  carried  from  the  ifland  by  the  French  inhabitants* 
both  before  and  after  the  peace.  It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that 
of  the  African  cargoes  fold  at  Grenada,  fome  part  (perhaps  a 

(d)  Befides  the  regular  troops  which  are  fent  from  Great  Britain  for  the  pro^ 
tedion  of  Grenada,  there  are  in  its  garrifon  three  companies  of  king's  negroes, 
which  came  from  America,  where  they  ferved  in  three  capacities,  as  pioneers, 
artificers,  and  light  dragoons.  In  Grenada  they  form  a  company  of  each,  and 
are  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  regulars,  having  captain's  rank. 

3  C  2  ,  fourth 
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BOOK    fourth  or  fifth)  are  exported  to  the  neighbouring  French  and 
Ifl-         Spanifh  colonies. 

The  free  people  of  colour  amounted  in  1787,  to  1,115.  To 
prevent  the  too  great  increafe  of  this  mixed  race,  every  manu- 
miffion  is,  by  an  ad  of  this  ifland,  charged  with  a  fine  of 
one  hundred  pounds  currency,  payable  into  the  publick  trea- 
fury.  But  this  law  has  neither  operated  as  a  produdlive  fund, 
nor  as  a  prohibition  ;  for  it  is  ufually  evaded  by  executing  and 
recording  ad:s  of  manumiffion  in  fome  other  idand  or  govern- 
ment where  there  is  no  fuch  law.  The  evidence  of  all  free 
coloured  people,  whether  born  free  or  manumitted,  is  received 
in  the  courts  of  this  ifland,  on  their  producing  fufficient  proof 
of  their  freedom ;  and  fuch  free  people  are  tried  on  criminal 
charges  in  the  fame  manner  as  whites,  without  diftindtion  of 
colour.  They  are  alfo  allowed  to  poffefs  and  enjoy  lands  and 
tenements  to  any  amount,  provided  they  are  native-born  fub- 
je6ts  or  capitulants,  and  not  aliens. 

The  governor,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  is  chancellor,  ordinary 
and  vice-admiral,  and  prefides  folely  in  the  courts  of  chancery 
and  ordinary,  as  in  Jamaica.  His  falary  is  £.  3,200  currency 
per  annum  (e),  which  is  raifed  by  a  poll-tax  on  all  llaves ;  and 
it  is  the  pradice  in  Grensida  to  pafs  a  falary  bill  on  the  arrival 
of  every  new  governor,  to  continue  during  his  government.  In 
all  cafes  of  abfence  beyond  twelve  months,  the  falary  ceafes  and 
determines. 

(e)  The  currency  of  GreuaJa,  or  rate  of  exchange,  is  commonly  65  fer  cent. 

worfe  than  fterling.  ^ 
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The  council  of  Grenada  confifts  of  twelve  members^  and 
the  affembly  of  twenty-fix.  The  powers,  privileges  and  func- 
tions of  both  thefe  branches  of  the  legillature,  are  the  ilime, 
and  exercifed  precifely  in  the  fame  manner,  as  thofe  of  the 
council  and  affembly  in  Jamaica.  A  freehold,  or  life  eftate,  of 
fifty  acres,  is  a  qualification  to  fit  as  reprefentatxve  for  the 
pariflaes,  and  a  freehold,  or  life  eflate,  in  fifty  pounds  houfe- 
rent  in  St.  George,  qualifies  a  reprefentative  for  the  town.  An 
eftate  of  ten  acres  in  fee,  or  for  life,  or  a  rent  of  ten  pounds 
in  any  of  the  out-towns,  gives  a  vote  for  the  reprefentatives 
of  each  parilh  refpeftively ;  and  a  rent  of  twenty  pounds  fer 
annum,  ifiTuing  out  of  any  freehold  or  life  eftate  in  the  town  of 
St.  George,  gives  a  vote  for  a  reprefentative  for  the  town. 

The  law  courts  in  Grenada,  befides  thofe  of  chancery  and 
ordinary,  are,  firft,  the  court  of  grand  feflions  of  the  peace 
held  twice  a  year,  viz.  in  March  and  September.  In  this  court 
the  firft  perfon  named  in  the  commifllon  of  the  peace  prefides, 
who  is  uiually  the  prefident  or  fenior  in  council. 

gdly,  The  court  of  common  pkas.  The  court  confifts  of 
one  chief  and  foyr  afliftant  juftices,  whofe  commiffions  are 
during  pleafure.  The  chief  juftice  is  ufually  appointed  in 
England,  a  profefi^onal  man,  and  receives  a  falary  of  j^.  6oq 
per  annum.  The  four  afilftant  juftices  are  ufually  appointed  by 
the  governor  from  among  the  gentlemen  of  the  ifland,  and  a(5t 
without  falapy. 

3dly,  The  court  of  exchequer.     The  barons  in  this  court 
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BOOK    are  commiffioned  in:  like  manner  as  in  the  court  of  commoTs 
^^^__J^^[^    pleas..     But  this  court  is  lately  grown  into  difufcc. 

4tli!7,.  Tke  court  of  admiralty,  for  trial  of  all  prize  caufes  of" 
capture  from  enemies  in  war,  and  of  revenue  feizures  in  peace 
©r  war.     There  is  one  judge  of  admiralty  and  one  furrogate. 

La&tlt,  The  governor  and  council  compofe  a  court  oF 
€rror,  as  in  Jamaica,  for  trying  all  appeals  of  error  from  the 
court  of  common  pleas^ 

Although  there  is  no  law  of  Grenada  declaring  are  adbp~ 
tlon  of  the  laws  of  England,  yet  it  has  been  always  the  practice 
of  the  courts,  to  confider  both  the  common  and  ftatute  law  of 
England  to  extend  to  Grenada  in  all  applicable  cafes,  not 
otherwife  provided  for  by  particular  laws  of  the  ifland.  So  in 
like  manner  the  pradlice  of  the  courts  in  Weftminfler  Hall,  and 
authentick  reports  of  adjudged  cafes  there,,  are  reforted  to, 
when  precedents  and  authorities  are  wanting  in  the  ifland.  In 
the  cafe  of  its^avelaws,  it  may  be  faid  with  truth  and  juftice, 
that  the  affembly  of  this  ifland  have  fhewn  a  liberality  of  fenti- 
ment  which  refle(9:s  the  higheft  honour  on  their  charadters> 
both  as  legiflatures  and  chriflians, 

I  HAVE  now  furnifhed  the  reader  with  all  the  information  I 
liave  colleded,  concerning  the  pafl  hiftory  and  prefent  flate  of 
the  ifland  of  Grenada,  and  if  it  fhall  be  thought  deficient  or 
uninftrudive,  the  fault  is  not  in  the  want  of  materials,  but  in 
the  workman.  Something  however  remains  to  be  obferved 
§  concerning 
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concernihg  fuch  of  the  Grenadines  as  are  dependent  on  the 
Grenada  government,  the  chief  of  which  are  Cariacou  and  Ifle 
Ronde.  The  former  contains  6913  acres  of  land,  and  in 
general  it  is  fertile  and  well  cultivated ;.  producing  in  feafonable 
years  a  million  of  pounds  of  cotton  for  exportation,  befides 
corn,  yams,,  potatoes,  and  plantains-  fufScient  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  its  negroes.  The  cultivation  of  fugar  has  been  found 
lefs  fuccefsful  in  this  ifland  than  cotton,  though  it  ftill  con- 
tinues to  be  made  on  two  plantations.  Ifle  Ronde  contains 
about  500  acres  of  excellent  land,  which  are  wholly  applied  to 
pafturage,  and  the  cultivation'  of  cotton.  It  is  fituated  about 
midway  between  Cariacou  and  the  north  end  pf  Grenada,  about 
four  leagues  from  each. 

I  CLOSE  my  account  of  this  colony,  as  of  Barbadoes,  wi th- 
an authentick  return  by  the  Infpedtor  General  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, of  the  exports  from  Grenada  and  its  dependencies,  for  the 
jear  1787  j  containing  alfo  an  eftimate  of  the  adtual  value  q£. 
the  feveral  articles  at  the  Britiili  market : 
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CHAP. 


WEST      INDIES. 
POSTSCRIPT  to  the  niSTORT  of  GRENADA. 


The  firft  edition  of  this  v/ork  having  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  a  gentleman  of  diftinguifhed  abilities  and 
learning  (one  of  his  Majefty's  Serjeants  at  Law)  he 
was  pleafed,  at  the  author's  requeft,  to  communicate 
his  thoughts  in  writing  on  the  dodtrine  maintained  by 
Lord  Mansfield,  concerning  the  legal  authority  of  the 
crown  over  conquered  countries,  as  ftated  in  page  362 
»f  this  volume,  which  I  have  great  pleafure  in  prefent- 
ing  to  the  reader  in  the  precife  word*  in  which  they 
were  given  : 

'T^H  E  ground  upon  which  the  court  refted  their  judgment    Pof^rcript. 

II. 


in  the  cafe  of  Grenada,  was  clearly  fufficient  to  warrant     ^  "  ^  "• 


that  judgment,  even  admitting  the  dodtrine  laid  down  by  Lord 
Mansfield  on  the  other  point  to  be  well  founded  -,  but  nothing 
can  be  more  unfounded  than  that  dotftrine  : — every  propofition 
upon  which  it  is  made  to  reft,  is  a  fallacy.  I  deny  that  the 
king  (at  leaft  fince  the  conftitution  has  had  its  prefent  form) 
can  "  arbitrarily  grant  or  refufe  a  capitulation."  The  power  of 
granting  or  refufing  a  capitulation,  in  the  cafe  of  a  fieo-e  or  in- 
vafion,  is  certainly  vefted  in  him  j  but  it  is  vefted  in  him,  like 
every  other  power  with  which  he  is  entrufted  by  the  Britilli 
conftitution,  to  be  exercifed  according  to  the  ufage  which 
has  prevailed  in  like  cafes.  If  that  power  fhould  be  abufed. 
Vol.  L  3D  his 


5«&  HISTORY      OF     THE 

Poftfcript.    bis  officers  and  minifters  muft  anfwer  to  the  publick  for  their 
BOOK    mifcondud:. 


in. 


"  For  the  fame  reafon  I  deny  that  "  the  king  can  put  the  in- 
.habitants  of  a  conquered  country  to  the  fword,  or  otherwile 
exterminate  them,"  unlefs  fuch  feverity  be  fully  juftified  by 
the  laws  of  war,  as  they  are  uaderftood  amongft  civilized 

nations. 

**  But,  fuppofing  that  a  cafe  fliould  happen  wherein  fuch 
feverity  would  be  juftifiable,  I  deny  that,  upon  the  extermi- 
nation of  the  enemy,  the  lands  would  belong  to  the  king  him- 
felf :  I  fay  they  would  belong  to  the  ftate ;  and  that  they 
would  be  fubjedt,  not  merely  to  the  king,  but  to  the  fovereign 
power  which  governs  the  Britifh  dominions.  If  the  king' 
receives  the  inhabitants  under  his  protedlion,  and  grants 
them  their  property,  I  deny  that  he  has  power  to  fix  fuch 
terms  and  conditions  as  he  thinks  proper ;  for  he  cannot  re- 
ferve  to  himfelf,  in  his  individual  capacity,  legiflative  power 
over  them:  that  would  be  to  exclude  the  authority  of  the 
Britifh  legiflature  from  the  government  of  a  country  fubdued 
by  Britifh  forces,  and  would  be  an  attempt  to  eredt  mperium 
in  hnperio.  One  confequence  of  this  would  be,  that  fuch 
conquered  territory  might  defcend  to  an  heir  of  the  king  not 
qualified,  according  to  the  adl  of  fettlement,  to  fucceed  to  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain.  The  king  might  give  it  to  a  younger 
fon,  or  beftow  it  on  a  ftranger.  A  thoufand  other  abfurd 
confequences  might  be  pointed  out,  as  refulting  from  fuch 
incongruity. 

I  ADMIT 
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"I  ADMIT  that  the  king  (fubjedl  to  the  refponribility  of  his  Pofffcript, 
minifters)  may  yield  up  a  conquell,  or  retain  it,  as  he  fees  beft  ,,  *"  "  ^  "• 
but  I  deny,  for  the  reafons  above  hinted  at,  that  he  can  impofc    .        _\j,  ^ 

what  t-'-rms  he  pleafes,  or  that  he  can  arbitrarily  change  the 
law  or  politxal  form  of  its  government.  I  think  he  may 
agree,  upon  the  capitulation,  that  the  conquered  people  fhall 
continue  to  enjoy  their  ancient  religion  and  laws,  and  even 
this  mufc  be  Jui  modo  ;  but  I  deny  that  he  could,  by  his  own 
authority,  grant  thefe  things  after  the  capitulation  ;  for  that 
would  an:icunt  to  an  exercife  of  independent  fovereignty.  The 
fallacy  of  Lord  Mansfield's  argument,  proceeds  from  an  endeavour 
to  confound  the  king's  civil  and  military  charadlers,  and  to 
perpetuate  in  the  chief  executive  magiftrate,  the  vafl  powers 
with  which  it  is  neceflary  to  inveft  the  generaliflimo  of  the 
armies,  during  the  continuance  of  military  operations.  The 
moment  thefe  operations  ceafe,  he  refumes  his  civil  charadler, 
and  in  that  charadler  no  man  will  venture  to  affert  that,  as  king 
of  Great  Britain,  he  has  the  prerogative  of  being  a  defpot  in 
any  part  of  his  dominions. 

"  With  refpedl  to  the  cafes  of  Ireland,  Wales,  and  Berwick, 
even  taking  them  precifely  as  Lord  Mansfield  puts  them,  I 
think  they  do  not  weigh  a  feather  in  the  argument.  Thofe 
cafes  happened  long  before  the  Englifh  conflitution  had  re- 
duced itfelf  to  its  prefent  form,  confequently,  before  the  rights 
of  the  people  were  afcertained  and  defined  as  they  exift  at 
prefent.  If  a  few  inftances  of  the  exercife  of  arbitrary  power 
by  the  ancient  kings  of  England,  are  to  be  received  as  decifivc 

3  D  2  cafes. 
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Poflfcript.     cafes,  to  fhew  what  are  the  powers  of  the  crown  at  this  diy^.. 

BOOK     I  think  it  would  be  no  very  difficult  tafk  to  find  authorities,. 

^^^'         even  as  low  down  as   the  reigns   of  the  Plantagenets    and 

Stuarts,  to  prove  that  the  Britifli  government  ought  to  be  a- 

pure  defpotifm ! 


CffAR 
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Sx.  VINCENT  AND  ITS  DEPENDENCIES, 


DOMINICA. 


THE  civil  hiflory  of  thefe  lilands  may  be  comprifed  wlth-- 
in  a  narrow  compafs;  for  the  fovereignty  of  them  having 
been  long  an  objedl  of  difpute  between  the  crowns  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  the  rightful  poffeffors,  the  Charaibes,  de- 
rived that  fecurity  from  the  reciprocal  envy  and  avarice  of  the 
contending  parties,  which  they  might  have  expe£led  in  vain 
from  their  juftice  and  humanity.  As  both  St.  Vincent  and 
Dominica  were  included,  with  many  other  iilands,  in  the  Earl 
of  Carlille's  patent,  it  is  not  wonderful  that  attempts  were 
made,  at  diiiferent  times,  to  bring  them  under  the  Englifh  do- 
minion. Thefe  attempts  the  French  conftantly  oppofed,  with 
defign,  it  was  urged,  fecretly  and  furreptitioufly  to  occupy  the 
Iflands  themfelves ;  and  their  condud  towards  the  Charaibea 
on  other  occalions  feems  to  juftify  the  fu^geftion. 
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But,  whatever  might  have  been  their  motives,  they  exerted 
themfelves  with  fuch  effect,  that  the  Enghfh  were  compelled 
to  relinquifh  all  hopes  of  obtaining  thefe  Iflands  by  force ; — 
for  by  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chapelle  (1748)  St.  Vincent,  Do- 
minica, St.  Lucia,  and  Tobago,  were  declared  neutral,  and  the 
ancient  proprietors  (fuch  as  remained  of  them)  were  at  length 
left  in  unmoieiled  poffeilion. 

The  difputes  and  hoftilities  which  thefe  attempts  of  the 
Englifh  on  the  one  hand,  and  refiflance  of  the  French  on  the 
other,  gave  rife  to,  in  this  part  of  the  world,  are  no  longer  in- 
terefting,  and  therefore  need  net  be  brought  again  to  remem- 
brance. The  depravity  and  injuflice  of  mankind  are  at  all 
times  fubjedls  of  unpleafmg  fpeculation;  but  the  fubfequent 
condudl  of  both  nations,  refpecting  the  Iflands  which  they  had 
declared  neutral,  is  too  remarkable  to  be  overlooked,  even  if 
hiftorical  precifion  did  nbit,  as  in  the  prefent  cafe  it  does,  re- 
quire me  to  relate  the  circumftances  attending  it. 

The  treaty  of  neutrality  was  no  fooner  concluded,  than  both 
Englifh  and  French  appeared  diflatisfied  with  the  arrangement 
which  they  h^d  made.  The  latter  feem  not  to  have  confidered 
until  it  was  too  late,  that  by  reflridling  the  Englifh  from  the 
occupancy  of  thofe  countries,  on  the  ground  of  right  in  a  third 
party,  they  precluded  themfelves  at  the  fame  time.  The  En- 
glifh, on  the  other  hand,  difcovered  that,  by  acceding  to  the 
compromife,  they  had  given  up  St.  Lucia,  an  Ifland  worth  all 
the  refl,  and  to  which  it  muft  be  owned  we  had  fome  colour- 
able pretenlions,  founded  on  a  treaty  entered  into  with  the  Cha- 

raibean 
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A  FAMILY  of  (CHARAIBES,  drawn  fr®m  the  Life,  JB  the  ISLAND  of  ST  VINCENT, 

/'u/'it/h'J.  Al'iy.  /J',  ////y/.  /■>■  IS/x/cycdcUc.  IUxm/aM^. 
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raibean  inhabitants  in  1664,  fix  hundred  of  whom  attended  an 
armament  that  was  fent  thithei  by  Lord  Willoughby,  and 
adualiy  put  the  EngHfh  publickly  and  formally  into  pofleffion. 

Both  nations  being  thus  alike  diflatisfied  with  an  arrange- 
ment which  left  nothing  to  either,  it  may  be  fuppofed,  that  on 
the  conclufion  of  the  war  which  broke  out  a  few  years  after- 
wards, a  very  different  ftipulation  took  place.  The  French  no 
longer  pleaded  fcruples  on  behalf  of  the  Charaibes,  but  very 
cordially  concurred  with  the  Engliih  in  dividing  the  fpoil.  By 
the  9  th  article  of  the  peace  of  Paris,  figned  the  loth  of  February, 
1763,  the  three  iflands  of  Dominica,  St.  Vincent,  and  Tobago, 
were  affigned  to  Great  Britain ;  and  St.  Lucia  to  France,  in  full 
and  perpetual  fovereignty ;  the  Charaibes  not  being  once  men- 
tioned in  the  whole  tranfaftlon,  as  if  no  fuch  people  exifled. 

They  were  in  truth  reduced  to  a  miferable  remnant. — Of 
the  ancient,  or,  as  they  were  called  by  the  Engliih,  Red  Cha- 
raibes, not  more  than  a  hundred  families  furvived  in  1763,  and 
of  all  their  ancient  extenfive  polTeffions,  thefe  poor  people 
retained  only  a  mountainous  diftri<ft  in  the  Ifland  of  St. 
Vincent  faj.  Of  this  Ifland  and  its  dependencies  I  fhall  now 
treat,  referving  Dominica  for  a  feparate  fedtion. 

Ca)  See  the  plate  annexed,  which  contains  an  accurate  delineation  of  a  family 
of  thefe  poor  people  ftill  exilting  in  this  ifland,  under  the  patronage  and  protection 
of  Sir  William  Young,  Bart,  to  whom  I  am  proud  to  acknowledge  my  obligations, 
for  the  valuable  ailiftance  he  has  given  me  in  rendering  this  edition  of  my  v/ork 
lefs  unworthy  the  notice  of  the  publick  than  the  former. 

9  Section 
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Section     L 
St.     VINCENT. 


rfJ  O  OX  '  "  THE  Spaniards  (fays  Dodlor  Campbell)  bellowed  the 
^^^"  **  name  of  St.  Vincent  upon  this  Illand,  becaufe  they  difcover- 
"  ed  it  upon  the  226.  of  January,  which  in  their  calendar  is  St, 
"  Vincent's  day,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  they  were  ever, 
*'  properly  fpeaking,  in  poffeffion  of  it ;  the  Indians  being  very 
'**  numerous  here,  on  account  -of  its  being  the  rendezvous  of 
**  their  expeditions  to  the  continent."  Unfortunately,  how- 
ever, neither  their  nunibers,  nor  the  natural  ftrength  of  the 
country,  exempted  them  from  hoflility.  What  avarice  had  in 
vain  attempted,  accident  accoraplifhed,  by  procuring  an  efta- 
blifhment  among  .them  for  a  race  of  people,  whom,  though  at 
firft  beheld  by  the  native  Charaibes  with  contempt  or  pity, 
they  have  fmce  found  formidable  rivals  and  mercilefs  con- 
querors. Thefe  people  have  been  long  diftinguifhed,  how- 
ever improperly,  by  the  name  of  the  B/ac^  Charaibes. 

Of  the  origin  of  thefe  intruders,  and  their  ancient  connexion 

>with  the  native  Charaibes,  the  bed  account  that  I  have  been 

&  able 
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able  to  nad  is  in  a  fmall  treatife  of  the  author  above  quoted,    CHAP. 
(Dofcor  Campbell)  entitled  "  Candid  and  impartial  confidera-  HI. 

tions  on  the  nature  of  the  Sugar-trade/'  which  being  equally    ^— °^""~"" 
authentick  and  curious,  I  (hall  prefent  to  my  readers  entire;  and 
with  the  lefs  fcruple,  becaufe  it  coniifts  chiefly  of  an  official 
paper  which  cannot  be  abridged  without  injury. 

"  In  1672,  King  Charles  thought  fit  to  divide  thefe  govern- 
ments, and  by  a  new  commiffion  appointed  Lord  Willoughby 
Governor  of  Barbadoes,  St.  Lucia,  St.  Vincent,  and  Dominica; 
Sir  William  Stapleton  being  appointed  Governor  of  the  other 
Leeward  Ifles,  and  this  feparation  has  fubfifled  ever  fince,  the 
fame  Iflands  being  conflantly  inferted  ia^ every  new  Governor's 
patent.  \  On  the  demife  of  Lord  Willoughby,  Sir  Jonathan 
Atkins  was  appointed  Governor  of  Barbadoes,  and  the  reft  of 
thefe  Iflands,  and  fo  continued  till  1680,  when  he  was  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Sir  Richard  Dutton,  who  being  fent  for  to  England 
in  1685,  appointed  Colonel  Edwin  Stede  Lieutenant  Governor, 
who  vigoroufly  aflerted  our  rights  by  appointing  Deputy  Go- 
vernors for  the  other  Iflands ;  and  particularly  fent  Captain 
Temple  hither  to  prevent  the  French  from  wooding  and  water- 
ing without  our  permiflion,  to  which  they  had  been  encouraged 
by  the  inattention  of  the  former  Governors ;  perfifting  fteadily 
in  this  conduct,  till  it  was  fignified  to  him,  as  we  have  had  oc- 
caf^on  to  remark  before,  that  the  king  had  iigned  an  ail  of 
neutrality,  and  that  ccmmiffioners  were  appointed  by  the  two 
courts,  to  fettle  all  differences  relative  to  thefe  Iflands. 

"  Some  years  after,  a  fhip  from  Guinea,  with  a  large  cargo 
Vol.  I,  -  E  of 
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of  flaves,  was  either  wrecked  or  run  on  fliore  upon  the  Illaad  of 
St.  Vincent,  into  the  woods  and  mountains  of  which  great 
numbers  of  the  negroes  efcaped  fa  J.  Here,  whether  willingly 
or  unwillingly  is  a  little  uncertain,  the  Indians  fuffered  them  to- 
remain,  and  partly  by  the  acceflion  of  runaway  flaves  from  Bar- 
badoe&,  partly  by  the  children  they  had  by  the  Indian  women, 
they  became  very  numerous ;  fo  that  about  the  beginning  of 
the  current  century  they  conflrained  the  Indians  to  retire  into 
the  north -weft  part  of  the  ifland.  Thefe  people,  as  may  be 
reafonably  fuppofed,  were  much  diffatisfied  with  this  treatment;; 
and  complained  of  it  occafionally  both  to  the  Englifli  and  to  the 
French,  that  came  to  wood  and  water  amongft  them.  The 
latter  at  fength  fuffered  them-felves  to  be  prevailed  upon  to  at- 
tack thefe  invaders,  in  the  caufe  of  their  old  allies;  and  from  a 
perfuafion  that  they  fhould  find  more  difHculty  in  dealing  with 
thefe  Negroes,  in  cafe  they  were  fuffered  to  ftrengthen  them?- 
felves,  than  with  the  Indians.  After  much  deliberation,  in  the 
year  171 9,  they  came  with  a  eonfiderable  force  from  Martinico, 
and  landing  without  much  oppofition,  began  to  burn  the  Negro- 
huts  and  deflroy  their  plantations,  fuppofing  that  the  Indians 
would  have  attacked  them  in  the  mountains,  which  if  they  had 
done,  the  blacks  had  probably  been  extirpated,  or  forced  to 
fubmit  and  become  flaves.  But  either  from  fear  or  policy,  the 
Indians  did  nothing,  and  the  Negroes  fallying  in  the  night,  and 
retreating  to  inacceffible  places  in  the  day,  deflroyed  fo  many  of 
the  French,  (amongfl  whom  was  Mr.  Paulian,  major  of  Mar- 
tinique, who  commanded  them)  that  they  were  forced  to  re- 

(a)  I  am  informed  by  Sir  William  Young,  who  is  perfedly  well .  acquainted  ' 
■with  thefe  people,  that  they  were  originally  a  race  oi  Mocoes,  a  tribe  or  nation  from 
Sh«  Bight  of  Benin, 

tire* 
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tire.  When  by  this  experiment  they  wcr»  convinced,  that 
force  would  not  do,  they  had  reconrfe  to  fair  means,  and  by 
dint  of  perfuafions  and  prefents,  patched  up  a  peace  with  the 
Negroes  as  well  as  the  Indians,  from  which  they  received  great 

advantage. 

*'  Things  were  in  this  fituation  when  Captain  Uring  caiiie 
with  a  confiderable  armament  to  take  pofleflion  of  St.  Lucia 
and  this  Ifland,  in  virtue  of  a  grant  from  our  late  fovercign  King 
George  I.  to  the  late  Duke  of  Montague.  When  the  French 
had  diflodged  this  gentleman,  by  a  fuperior  force  from  St. 
Lucia,  he  fent  Captain  Braithwaite  to  try  what  could  be  done 
at  the  Ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  in  which  he  was  not  at  all  more 
fuccefsful,  as  will  beft  appear  from  that  gentleman's  report  to 
Mr.  Uring,  which,  as  it  contains  feveral  curious  circumflances 
relative  to  the  country,  and  to  the  two  independent  nations 
who  then  inhabited  it,  belongs  properly  to  this  fubjedt,  and 
cannot  but  prove  entertaining  to  the  reader.  The  paper  is 
v/ithout  date,  but  it  appears  from  Mr.  Uring's  memoirs  that 
this  tranfaftion  happened  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  1723." 

"THE      REPORT. 

*'  In  purfuance  of  a  refolution  in  council,  and  your  order  for 
"  fo  doing,  the  day  you  failed  with  his  Grace's  colony  for  i\.n- 
"  tego,  I  failed  with  the  Griffin  fl^oop,  in  company  with  his 
"  Majefly's  fliip  the  Winchelfea,  to  St.  Vincent.  We  made 
"  the  ifland  that  night,  and  next  morning  run  along  Ihore,  and 
"  faw  feveral  Indian  huts,  but  as  yet  no  Indians  came  off  tons, 
'*  nor  could  we  get  aflicre  to  them,  by  reafon  there  was  no 
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BOOK     "  ground  to  anchor  in.     Towards  the  evening,  two  Indians 
.  "  came  on  board,  and  told  us,   we  might  anchor  in  a  bay  to 

"  leeward,  and  when  we  were  at  anchor  they  would  bring 
"  their  General  on  board.  Here  we  came  to  an  anchor  m  Ucc-p 
"  water,  and  very  dangerous  for  the  floop.  One,  whom  they 
"  call  General,  came  on  board,  with  feveral  others,  to  the  num- 
"  ber  of  twenty-two.  I  entertained  them  very  handfomely, 
"  and  made  the  Chief  fome  trifling  prefents,  but  found  he  was 
"  a  perfon  of  no  confequence,  and  that  they  called  him  Chief 
"  to  get  fome  prefent  from  me.  Here  two  of  the  Indians  were 
"  fo  drunk  they  would  not  go  afhore,  but  ftaid  on  board  fome 
**  days,  and  were  v/ell  entertained.  After  this,  little  winds  and 
"  great  currents  drove  us  oiFfor  feveral  days;  but  at  laft,  we 
"  came  to  an  anchor  in  a  fpacious  bay,  to  leeward  of  all  the 
"  ifland,  the  draught  of  which  I  ordered  to  be  taken  by  our 
"  furveyor,  for  your  better  underflanding  the  place,  being  the 
*'  only  one  where  a  fettlement  could  be  made.  The  fliip  and 
"  floop  were  fcarce  come  to  anchor,  before  the  flrand  of  the 
**  fhore  was  covered  with  Indians,  and  among  them  we  could 
"  difcover  a  white,  who  proved  to  be  a  Frenchman.  I  took 
"  Captain  Watfon  in  the  boat  with  me,  with  a  Frenchman, 
**  and  immediately  went  afliore.  As  loon  as  I  came  amongfl: 
** .  them,  I  aflced  them,  why  they  appeared  all  armed  ?  For  every 
"  man  had  cutlafles,  fome  had  inufquets,  piilols,  bows  and 
"  arrows.  Sec.  They  with  very  little  ceremony  inclofed  me, 
"  and  carried  me  up  the  country  about  a  mile,  over  a  little 
"  rivulet,  where  I  was  told  I  was  to  fee  their  General.  I  found 
**  him  fitting  amidfl:  a  guard  of  about  a  hundred  Indians,  thofe 
**  neareft  his  perfon  had  mufquets,  the  refl  bows  and  arrows, 

"  and 
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"  and  great  filence.  He  ordered  me  a  feat,  and  a  Frenchman" 
*'  flood  at  his  right  hand,  for  an  interpreter :  he  demanded  of 
*'  me,  what  brought  me  into  his  country,  and  of  what  nation? 
*'  I  told  him  EngHlh,  and  I  was  put  in  to  wood  and  water,  as 
*'  not  caring  to  fay  any  thing  elfe  before  the  Frenchman  ;  but 
"  told  him  if  he  would  be  pleafed  to  come  on  board  our  fliips, 
"  I  would  leave  Engliihmen  in  hoftage  for  him  and  thofe  he 
"  fhould  be  pleafed  to  bring  with  him  ;  but  I  could  not  prevail 
"  with  him  eidier  to  come  on  board,  or  fuffer  me  to  have  wood 
"  and  water.  He  laid  he  was  informed  we  were  come  to  force 
"  a  fettlement,  and  we  had  no  other  way  to  remove  that  jea- 
"  loufy  but  to  get  under  fail.  As  foon  as  I  found  what  influence 
"  the  Frenchman's  company  had  upon  them,  I  took  my  leave, 
"  after  making  fuch  replies  as  I  thought  proper,  and  returned 
"  to  my  boat  under  a  guard.  When  I  came  to  the  fhore,  I 
♦'  found  the  guard  there  were  increafed  by  a  number  of  Ne- 
'•  groe's,  all  armed  with  fuzees.  I  got  in  my  boat,  without  any 
"  injury,  and  went  on  board  to  Captain  Orme,  and  told  him. 
**  my  ill  fuccefs. 

"  Immediately  after,  I  fent  on  fliore  the  fliip's  boat  with. 
**■  a  mate,  with  rum,  beef  and  bread,  &c.  with  fome  cutlafleSj . 
"  and  ordered  a  Frenchman  who  went  with  the  mate,  to  defire 
"  the  guard  to  conduft  them  to  their  General,  and  to  tell  him, 
"  that  though  he  denied  me  the  common  good  of  water  and  a 
"  little  ufelefs  wood,  neverthelefs  I  had  fent  him  fuch  refreih-  ■ 
"  ments  as  our  fliips  afforded.     Our  people  found  the  French- - 
"  man  gone,  and  that  then  the  Indian  General  feemed  pleafed, 
"  and  received  what  was  fent  him,  and  in  return  fent  me  bows  - 
"  and  arrows," 

*«  Oup.c 
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"  Our  people  had  not  been  long  returned  before  their  Gene- 
"  ral  fent  a  canoe,  with  two  chief  Indians,  who  fpokc  very 
^'  good  French,  to  thank  me  for  my  prefents,  and  to  allc  pardon 
"  for  his  refuling  me  wood  and  v/ater,  and  affured  me  I  mi?ht 
"  have  what  I  plea  fed ;  and  they  had  orders  to  tell  me,  if  I 
*'  pleafed  to  go  afcore  again,  they  were  to  remain  hoilages  for 
"  my  civil  treatment.  I  fent  them  on  board  the  man  of  war, 
"  and  with  Captain  Watlbn  went  on  iliore.  I  was  well  receiv- 
"  ed,  and  conducted  as  before.  But  now  I  found  the  brother 
"  of  the  chief  of  the  Negroes  was  arrived,  with  five  hundred 
"  Negroes,  moft  armed  with  fuzees.  They  told  my  interore- 
"  ter  they  were  affured  we  were  come  to  force  a  fettlement,  or 
*'  elfe  they  would  not  have  denied  me  what  they  never  before 
"  denied  any  EngliQi,  viz.  wood  and  v/ater  :  But,  if  I  pleafed,  I 
"  might  take  in  what  I  wanted  under  a  guard.  Finding  them 
"  in  fo  good  a  humour,  I  once  more  introduced  the  defire  I  had 
"  to  entertain  them  on  board  cur  fhips,  and  with  fome  difficul- 
''  ty  prevailed  -with  them,  by  leaving  Captain  Watfon  on  fliore 
"  under  theii-  guard  as  a  hoftage.  I  carried  them  on  board 
"  the  King's  iliip,  where  they  were  well  entertained  by  Captain 
"  Orme,  who  gave  the  Indian  General  a  fine  fuzee  of  his  own, 
"  and  to  the  Chief  of  the  Negroes  fome  thing  that  pleafed  hiii, 
"  Captain  Orme  affured  him  of  the  friendihip  of  the  King  of 
"  England,  &c.  The  Negroe  Chief  fpoke  excellent  French, 
"  and  gave  anfwers  with  the  French  compliments.  After- 
"  wards  I  carried  them  on  board  the  Duke's  floop,  and  after 
"  opening  their  hearts  with  wine,  for  they  fcorned  to  drink 
■"  rum,  I  thought  it  a  good  time  to  tell  them  my  commiffion, 
•"  ?ind  what  brought  me  on  their  coafl.     They  told  rne  it  was 

"  well 
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"  well  I  had  not  mentioned  it  afhore,  for  their  power  could 
"  not  have  protedled  me  ;  that  it  was  impoffible  ;  the  Dutch 
"  had  before  attempted  it,  but  were  glad  to  retire.  They  like- 
**  wife  told  me,  two  French  floops  had,  the  day  before  we  came, 
"  been  amongft  them,  gave  them  arms  and  ammunition,  and 
**  aflured  them  of  the  whole  force  of  pvlartinico  for  their  pro- 
*'  teftion  againfl:  us.  They  told  them  alfo,  that  they  had  drove 
"  us  from  St.  Lucia,  and  that  now  we  were  come  to  endeavour 
"  to  force  a  fettlement  there ;  and,  notwithftanding  all  our 
"  fpecious  pretences,,  when  we  had  power,  we  fhould  enflave 
"  them  ;  but  declared  they  would  truPc  no  Europeans  ;  that 
"  they  owned  themfelves  under  the  protedlion  of  the  French, 
"  but  would  as  foon  oppofe  their  fettling  amongft  them,  or  any 
"  a6t  of  force  from  them,  as  us,  as  they  had  lately  given  an  ex- 
"  ample,  by  killing  feveral ;  and  they  further  told  me,  it  was 
"  by  very  large  prefents  the  French  ever  got  in  their  favour 
*'  again  ;  but  they  refolved  never  to  put  it  in  the  power  of  any 
"  European  to  hurt  them.  They  advifed  me  to  think  what 
"  they  faid  was  an  ad:  of  friendihip.  This  being  all  I  could 
"  get  from  them,  I  difmiffed  them  with  fuch  prefents  as  his 
**  Grace  ordered  for  that  fervice,  with  a  difcharge  of  cannon, 
"  and  received  in  return  as  regular  vollies  of  fmall  {hot  as  I 
"  ever  heard.  In  the  night  the  Winchelfea  drove  from  her 
"  anchors,  which  as  foon  as  I  perceived,  and  had  received 
"  Captain  Watfon  from  the  fhore,  I  got  under  fail,  and  flood 
"  to  the  man  of  war." 

Such   is  the  hiftory  of  a  very  weak  and  fruitlefs  attempt 
which  was  made,  under  the  authority  of  the  BruuL  govern- 
ment. 
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ment,  to  obtain  polieffion  of  this  illand  iii  the  year  1723':  an 
interval  of  forty  years  fucceedsj  in  wliich  I  find  no  occurrence  in 
its  hiftory  that  deferves  recital.  The  country  became  a  theatre 
of  favage  hoftiUties  between  the  Negroes  and  the  Charaibes,  in 
which  it  is  believed  that  the  former  were  generally  vlftorious ; 
it  is  certain  that  they  proved  fo  in  the  end,  their  B'.unbers,  in 
1763,  being  computed  at  two  thoufand  ;  whereas  of  the  red  or 
.native  Charaibes^  there  were  not  left  (as  hath  already  been  ob- 
ferved)  more  than  one  hundred  families,  and  mofl  of  thefe,  if  I 
am  rightly  informed,  are  by  this  time  exterminated.  It  is  how- 
ever worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Amcan  intruders  have  adopted 
moft  of  the  Charaibean  manners  and  cuftoms ;  among  the  reft, 
the  pradice  of  flattening  the  foreheads  of  their  infmts,  as  de- 
fcribed  in  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  and  perhaps  it  was  chiefly 
from  this  circunaftance  that  they  acquired  the  appellation  of  the 
black  Charaibes. 

The  firft  meafure  of  the  Englifli  government  in  refpedl 
to  this  illand,  after  the  peace  of  Paris,  was  to  difpofe  of  the 
lands — I  dare  not  fay  to  the  beft  advantage;  for  no  lefs  than 
24,000  acres,  being  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  whole 
country,  were  gratnitoufly  affigned  over  to  two  individuals  faj. 
The  remainder  was  ordered  to  be  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the 
publick,  and  20,538  acres  v/ere  accordingly  difpofed  of  by  auc- 
tion for  the  fum  of  ^.i  62,854.  iis.  yd,  fterling  fbj.  As  nearly 

one 

(a)  Mr.  Swinburne  had  twenty  thoufand  acres,  and  General  Monckton  four 
thoufand. 

[b)  The  Lords  of  the  Treafury  fixed  a  minimum,  below  which  no  land  could 
be  fold,  which  was  £.  5  flerling  pej-  acre  for  every  acre  of  cleared  land,  and  twenty 

§  fhillings 
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one  half  the  country  was  judged  unfit  for  any  profitable  cul- 
tivation, thefe  grants  and  fales  comprehended  all  the  lands, 
of  any  kind  of  value,  from  one  end  of  the  iiland  to  the  other. 
The  commiffioners  indeed  were  diredted  not  to  furvey  or  dif- 
pofe  of  any  of  the  lands  inhabited  or  claimed  by  the  Charaibes, 
until  they  thould  receive  further  inftrudtions  from  the  crown ; 
but  as  it  was  impoffible  to  afcertain  how  far  the  claims  of 
thefe  people  extended,  the  furvey  alone  was  poftponed,  and 
the  fales  were  fufFered  to  proceed,  to  the  amount  that  I  have 
mentioned  j  no  doubt  being  entertained  by  the  feveral  pur- 
chafers,  that  the  Britifh  government  would  ratify  the  a(5ts  of  its 
commiffioners,  and  put  them  into  pofTeffion  of  the  lands  which 
they  had  bought,  without  any  regard  to  the  claims  of  the  Cha- 
raibes of  either  race  ;  which  in  truth  were  confidered  as  of  na 
confequence  or  validity. 

By  what  arts  of  perfuafion  the  Britifh  government  was  in- 
duced to  give  its  fandlion  and  fupport  to  the  meafures  which 
followed,  it  is  now  ufelefs  to  enquire ;  but  poflerity  will  learn 
with  indignation,  that  the  fales  and  allotments  I  have  men- 

fliillings  for  every  acre  in  wood,  and  the  principal  conditions  of  fale  were  thefe, 
"  that  every  purchafer  fliould  pay  down  twenty />^r  f^nf.  of  the  whole  purchafe 
money,  together  with  fix-pence  fterling^^r  acre,  for  the  expence  of  furveying  the 
land,  and  that  the  remainder  of  the  purchafe  money  fhould  be  fecured  by  bonds; 
to  be  paid  by  equal  inftalments  in  the  fpace  of  five  years  next  after  the  date  of  the 
grant.  That  each  purchafer  fhould  keep  on  the  lands  fo  by  him  purchafed,  one 
white  man,  or  two  white  women,  for  every  hundred  acres  of  land,  as  it  became 
cleared,  for  the  purpofe  of  cultivating  the  fame;  or  in  default  thereof,  or  non- 
payment of  the  remainder  of  the  purchafe  money,  the  lands  were  to  be  forfeited  to 
the  crown."  Some  of  the  lands  fold  extravagantly  high,  as  far  as  fifty  pounds  fter- 
ling/fracre. 

Vol.  I.  3  F  tioned. 
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tioned,  gave  rife  to  a  war  with  the  Charaibes,  in  the  courfe 
of  which,  it  became  the  avowed  intention  of  government  to 
exterminate  thofe  miferable  people  altogether,  or,  by  conveying 
them  to  a  barren  ifland  on  the  coaft  of  Africa,  confign  them 
over  to  lingering  deftrudtion.  By  repeated  protefls  and  repre- 
fentations  from  the  military  officers  employed  in  this  difgrace- 
ful  bufinefs,  and  the  dread  of  parliamentary  enquiry,  admini- 
Uration  at  length  thought  proper  to  defift,  and  the  Charaibes, 
after  furrendering  part  of  their  lands,  were  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  remainder  unmoiefled,  and  they  poflefs  them,  I  believe, 
to  this  hour. 

On  the  19th  of  June  1779,  St.  Vincent's  fhared  the  common 
fate  of  moft  of  the  BritiQi  Weft  Indian  pofleffions,  in  that  un- 
fortunate war  with  America,  which  fwallowed  up  all  the  re- 
fources  of  the  nation,  being  captured  by  a  finall  body  of  troops 
from  Martinico,  confifting  of  only  four  hundred  and  fifty  mea, 
cojnmanded  by  a  Lieutenant  in  the  French  navy.  The  black 
Charaibes  however,  as  might  have  been  expefted,  immediately 
joined  the  enemy,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  terror  which 
feized  the  Britifh  inhabitants,  .from  an  apprehenfion  that  thofe 
people  would  proceed  to  the  moft  bloody  enormities,  contributed 
to  the  very  eafy  vitftory  which  was  obtained  by  the  invaders;  for 
the  ifland  furrendered  without  a  ftruggle.  The  terms  of  capi- 
tulation were  favourable,  and  the  ifland  was  reftored  to  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  by  the  general  pacification  of  1783. 
It  contained  at  that  time  fixty-one  fugar  eftates,  five  hundred 
acres  in  coffee,  two  hundred  acres  in  cacao,  four  hundred  in 
cotton,  fifty  in  indigo,  and  five  hundred  in  tobacco,,  befides 

hnd 
9 


WEST      INDIES,  40'.y 

land  appropriated  to  the  raifing  provilions,  fuch  as  plantains, 
yams,  maize,  &c.  All  the  reft  of  the  country,  excepting  the 
few  fpots  that  had  been  cleared  from  time  to  time  by  the  Chai- 
raibes,  retained  its  native  woods,  and  moft  of  it,  I  believe,  con- 
tinues in  the  fame  ftate  to  the  prefcnt  hour. 

St.  Vincent's  contains  about  84,000  acres,  which  are 
every  where  well  watered,  but  the  country  is  very  generally 
mountainous  and  rugged ;  the  intermediate  vallies,  however, 
are  fertile  in  a  high  degree,  the  foil  conlifting  chiefly  of  a  fine 
mold,  compofed  &f  fand  and  clay,  well  adapted  for  fugar.  The 
extent  of  country  at  prefent  polfelTed  by  Britifh  fubjefts  is 
23,605  acres,  and  about  as  much  more  is  fuppofed  to  be  held 
by  the  Charaibes.  All  the  remainder  is  thought  to  be  inca- 
pable of  cultivation  or  improvement. 

The  Ifiand,  or  rather  the  Britiih  territory  within  it,  is  di- 
vided into  five  parifhes,  of  which  only  one  was  provided  with 
a  church,  and  that  was  blown  down  in  the  hurricane  of  1780  : 
whether  it  is  rebuilt  I  am  not  informed.  There  is  one  town, 
called  Kingfton,  the  capital  of  the  ifland,  and  the  feat  of  its 
government,  and  three  villages  that  bear  the  name  of  towns, 
but  they  are  inconfiderable  hamlets,  confifting  each  of  a  few 
houfes  only. 

But  the  publick  eftablifliment  that  refledls  the  greateft 
honour  on  St.  Vincent's  is  its  celebrated  botanick  garden,  un- 
der the  provident  and  well  diredled  care  of  Mr.  Anderfon. 
It  confifts  of  30  acres,  of  which  no  lefs  than  fixteen  are  in 
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high  cultivation,  abounding  not  only  with  almoft  every  fpe- 
cies  of  the  vegetable  world,  vi^hich  the  hand  of  nature  has  be- 
ftowed  on  thefe  iflands  for  ufe  and  beauty,  for  food  and  luxury, 
but  alfo  with  many  valuable  exoticks  from  the  Eaft  Indies, 
and  South  America. — If  it  be  furpafl'ed  in  this  latter  refpedt, 
by  the  magniiicent  garden  of  Mr.  Eaft  (c)^  it  claims  at  leafl 
the  honour  of  feniority,  and  does  infinite  credit  both  to  its 
original  founders  and  prefent  dirediors. 

In  the  frame  of  its  government  and  the  admlniflration  of 
executive  juflice,  St.  Vincent  feems  to  differ  in  no  refped.  from 
Grenada. — The  council  confift  of  twelve  members,  the  aiTem- 
bly  of  feventeen.  The  Governor's  falary  is  two  thoufand 
pounds  fterling,  one  half  of  which  is  raifed  within  the  illand* 
the  other  half  is  paid  him  out  of  the  Exchequer  of  Great  Bri- 
tain. 

The  military  force  confifts  at  prefent  of  a  regiment  of  in- 
fantry, and  a  company  of  artillery,  fent  from  England  j  and  a 
black  corps  raifed  in  the  country — but  provided  for,  with  the 
former  on  the  Britifli  eftablifliment,  and  receiving  no  additional 
pay  from  the  ifland.  The  militia  confifts  of  two  regiments  of 
foot,  ferving  without  pay  of  any  kind. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  appears,  by  the  laft  returns  to 
government,  to  be  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fifty  Whites, 
and  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-three  Negroes. 

(f)  In  Jamaica.     Seep.  197. 

Of 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  405 

Of  the  labour  of  thefe  people  I  have  no  other  means  of  C  H  A  P, 
fhewing  the  returns,  than  from  the  Infped:or  General's  account  I^^* 
of  the  exports  from  this  iiland  for  1787,  a  table  of  which,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  the  other  iflands,  is  fubjoined.  In  this  table, 
however,  I  conceive  is  comprehended  the  produce  of  the  fe- 
veral  iflands  dependant  on  the  St.  Vincent  government,  viz. 
Bequia,  containing  3,700  acres,  a  little  iiland,  valuable  from 
the  commodioufnefs  of  its  fine  harbour,  called  Admiralty  Bay; 
Union,  containing  2,150  acres;  Canouane,  containing  1,777 
acres;  and  Muftique,  containing  about  1,200  z.cve.s  fdj  -,  the 
Negroes  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  thefe  iflands  (in  num- 
ber about  1,400)  being,  I  believe,  included  in  the  ii>853  be- 
fore mentioned. 

{d)  There  are  likewife  the  little  Iflots  of  Petit  Martinique,  Petit  St.  Vincentj, 
Mail] exeau,  and  Bailefeauj  each  of  which  produces  a  little  cotton. 
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Section    II. 
DOMINICA, 

TH1E  Ifland  of.  Dominica  was  fo  named  by  Chriflopher 
Columbus,  from  the  circumftance  of  its  being  difcovered  by 
him  on  a  Sunday  fej.  My  account  of  it  will  be  very  briei^ 
for  its  civil  hiftory,  like  that  of  St.  Vincent,  is  a  mere  blank 
previous  to  the  year  1759,  when  by  conqueft  it  fell  underthe 
dominion  of  Great  Britain,  and  was  afterwards  confirmed  to 
the  Britifh  crown,  by  the  treaty  of  peace  concluded  at  Paris 
in  February  1763. 

Notwithstanding  that  Dominica  had,  until  that  time, 
been  confidercd  as  a  neutral  ifland,  many  of  the  fubjedts  of 
France  had  eftablifhed  coffee  plantations,  and  other  fettlements, 
in  various  parts  of  the  country ;  and  it  reiled:s  honour  on  the 
Britifh  adminiftr'ation,  that  thefe  people  were  fecured  in  their 
poffefTions,  on  condition  of  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  his 
Britannick  Majefly  and  paying  a  fmall  quit-rent  z^.  The  reft 

of 

(e)  November  3d,  1493. 

(f)  The  crown  granted  them  leafes,  fome  for  fourteen,  and  others  for  forty 
years,  renewable  at  the  expiration  thereof,  with  conditions  in  every  leafe,  "  that 
the  poffefTor,  his  heirs  or  affigns,  ihould  pay  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  or  fucceflbrs, 

tho 
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of  the  cultivable  lands  were  ordered  to  be  fold  on  the  fame 
conditions  as  thofe  of  St.  Vincent,  by  commiffioners  nominated 
for  that  purpofe,  and  no  Jefs  than  94,346  acres  (comprehending 
one  half  of  the  ifland)  were  accordingly  difpofed  of  by  auftion, 
in  allotments  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  acres,  yielding  the  fum 
of  jr.312,092.  IIJ-.  id^  flerling  xnonty  fgj. 

It  does  not  however  appear  that  the  purchafes  thus  made  by 
Britilh  fubjedts  have  anfwered  the  expedation  of  the  buyers; 
for  the  French  inhabitants  of  Dominica  are  ftill  more  numerous 
than  the  Englifh,  and  poflefs  the  moil  valuable  coffee  planta- 
tions in  the  ifland,  the  produce  of  which  has  hitherto  been 
found  its  moft  important  flaple.  They  differ  but  little,  in 
manners,  cuftoms,  and  religion,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the 
jother  French  iflands  in  the  Wefl  Indies,  and  their  priefls  have 
been  hitherto  appointed  by  fuperiors  in  Martinico ;  to  the  go- 
vernment of  which  ifland,  and  to  the  laws  of  their  own  nation, 
they  confider  themfelves  to  be  amenable. 

I  AM  forry  hiflorical  juflice  obliges  me  to  obferve,  that  the 
liberal  condudt  of  the  Britifh  government  towards  thefe  peo- 

fum  of  two  /hillings  fterling  per  annumy  for  every  acre  of  land,  of  which  the 
leafe  Ihould  confift."  And  further,  « that  they  (hould  not  fell  or  difpofe  of  their 
lands,  without  the  confent  or  approbation  of  the  governor,  or  commander  in  chief 
of  that  ifland,  for  the  time  being."  This  indulgence  however  did  not  extend  to 
more  than  three  hundred  acres  of  land  occupied  by  each  French  fubjefl:. 

(g)  No  perfon  was  allowed  to  purchafe,  either  in  his  own  name,  or  in  the  name 
of  others,  in  truft  for  him,  more  than  three  hundred  acres,  if  in  Dominica,  or  five 
hundred  acres  if  in  St.  Vincent. 

pie. 
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pie,  after  they  became  adopted  futjefts,  did  not  meet  with  that    CHAP, 
grateful  return  from  them,  which,  for  the  general  interefts  of  '     . 

mankind,  ought  to  be  religioufly  manifefted  on  fuch  occafions. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  hopelefs  and  deftrudlive  war 
between  Great  Britain  and  her  Colonies  in  North  America,  tlie 
ifland  of  Dominica  was  in  a  flouriihing  fituation.  The  port  of 
Rofeau  having  been  declared  a  free  port  by  adt  of  parliament, 
was  reforted  to  by  trading  vefTels  from  mofl  parts  of  the  foreign 
Weft  Indies,  as  well  as  from  America.  The  French  and 
Spaniards  purchafed  great  numbers  of  Negroes  there  for  the 
fupply  of  their  fettlements,  together  with  vaft  quantities  of 
the  merchandize  and  manufacflures  of  Great  Britain ;  payment 
for  all  which  was  made  chiefly  in  bullion,  indigo,  and  cotton, 
and  completed  in  mules  and  cattle ;  articles  of  prime  neceflity 
to  the  planter  fl)j. 

Thus  the  ifland,  though  in  itfelf  certainly  not  fo  fertile  as 
fome  others  of  lefs  extent  in  its  neighbourhood,  was  becoming 
very  rapidly  a  colony  of  confiderable  importance  ;  but  unfortu- 
nately it  wanted  that  protedlion,  which  alone  could  give  its 
pofieffions  ftability  and  value. 

To  thofe  who  recoiledl  the  frantick  rage,  with  which  all  the 
faculties  and  means  of  Great  Britain  were  direfted  towards,  and 
applied  in,  the  fubjugation  of  America,  the  utter  difregard  which 

(h)  Rofeau  is  ftill  a  free-port,  but  the  reftriftions  and  regulations  of  the  late 
aft  are  fo  rigid,  that  foreigners  have  no  encouragement  to  refort  to  it,  and,  fince 
fonie_  late  feizures,  conlider  the  law  as  a  fhare  to  invite  them  to  ruin. 

Vol.  I,  3  G  was 
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was  manifefled  by  the  then  adminiftration  towards  the  fecunty 
of  this  and  the  other  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies,  may 
not  perhaps  be  nnatter  of  furprifej  but  it  will  hereafter  ba 
fcarcely  believed,  that  the  whole  regular  force  allotted,  diiring 
the  height  of  the  war,  for  the  proteftion  of  Dominica,  confifted 
of  no  niore  than  fix  officers  and  ninety-four  privates !  This 
diameful  negled:  was  the  more  remarkable,  as  this  iiland,  from 
its  local  fituation,  between  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe,  is  the  befl: 
calculated  of  all  the  poffeiilons  of  Creat  Britain  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  for  fecuring  to  her  the  dominion  of  the  Charri- 
bean  fea.  A  few  fhips  of  war  ftationed  at  Prince  Rupert's  Bay, 
would  effeftually  fcop  all  intercourfe  of  the  French  fettlements 
with  each  other,  as  not  a  veffel  can  pafs,  but  is  liable  to  cap- 
ture by  fhips. cruizing  off  that  bay,  and  to  windward  of  the 
iiland.     This  indeed  was  difcovered  when  it  was  too  late. 

It  is  probable  that  this,  and  the  other  circumftances  which 
I  have  recounted,  namely,  the  growing  profperity  of  the  colony, 
and  the  criminal  inattention  of  the  Britifh  Miniftry  towards  its 
feeurity,  had  already  attracted  the  vigilant  rapacioufnefs  of  the 
French  government;  but  it  is  afferted,  that  many  of  the  inha- 
bitants v/ithin  the  colony,  who  had  formerly  been  fubje<5ls  of 
France,  fcrupled  not,  on  the  firft  intimation  of  hoftiiities  hav- 
ing been  commenced  in  Europe,  in  the  year  1778,  to  invite  an 
attack  from  Martinico.  Proof  of  this  may  not  perhaps  eafily 
be  made,  but  it  is  certain  that  their  fubfequent  condud:  gave 
too  niuch  caufefor  fuch  a  fufpicion. 

On  Monday,  the  7th  of  September,  in  that  year,  a  French 
8  armament. 
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armament,  confifling  of  a  forty-gun  fhip,  three  frigates,  and 
about  thirty  fail  of  armed  floops  and  fchooners,  having  on  board 
upwards  of  two  thoufand  regular  troops,  and  a  lawlefs  banditti 
of  volunteers,  about  half  that  number,  appeared  off  the  ifland, 
under  the  command  of  the  Marquis  de  Bouille,  governor  of 
Martinico,  and  general  of  the  French  Windward  Weft-Indian 
Iflands.  Part  of  the  troops  having  foon  afterwards  landed 
without  oppofition,  the  enemy  proceeded  to  the  attack  of  Fort 
Cafhacrou,  the  chief  defence  of  the  ifland,  and  in  v/hich  a  de- 
tachment of  the  regulars  was  ftationed.  This  fort  was  built  on 
a  rock,  about  three  hundred  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  fur- 
rounded  on  three  fides  by  the  fea,  and  was  confidered  fo  very 
defenfible,  that  it  was  fuppofed  a  few  hundred  men,  well  pro- 
vided, would  maintain  it  againft  as  many  thoufands.  Great 
therefore  was  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Englifh  in  the  town  of 
Rofeau,  in  perceiving,  by  the  French  colours  flying  on  it,  that 
this  fort  had.  furrendered  without  refiftance;  but,  ftrange  as 
it  may  feem,  the  cafe  appeared  afterwards  to  be,  that  fome  of 
the  French  inhabitants  had  infinuated  themfelves  into  the  fort 
a  few  nights  before,  and  having  intoxicated  with  liquor  the 
few  foldiers  that  were  there  on  duty,  had  contrived  to  fpike 
up  the  cannon. 

Having  thus  made  themfelves  mafters  of  Fort  Cafliacrou, . 
the  enemy  landed  their  whole  force  about  noon,  and  began  their 
march  for  the  town,  which  was  defended  by  Fort  Melville,  and 
three  other  batteries;  but  unfortunately  thefe  batteries  were  ill 
provided,  and  worfe  manned.  The  whole  number  of  the 
militia  did  not  exceed  one  hundred  j  for  but  few  of  the  French 
3  G  2  inhabitants 
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BOOK     inhabitants  thought  proper  to  affemble,  and  of  thofe  that  made 
III,        their  appearance,  many  withdrew  themfelves  again,  and  were 
^""^  no  more  {ccn  until  after  the  ifland  had  furrendered. 

The  fmall  force  however  that  vvas  collefted,  behaved  with 
that  fpirit  and  gallantry,  which  give  room  to  lament  that  they 
were  not  better  fupported.  Three  times  was  the  enemy  driven 
out  of  Fort  Loubiere,  of  which  they  had  poffeiTed  themfelves 
in  their  march,  and  twice  were  the  colours  which  they  had 
hoifted  thereon  fhot  away.  Their  commiflary-general,  and 
upwards  of  forty  of  their  foldiers,  were  killed,  and  de  Bouille 
himfelf  had  a  very  narrow  efcape  j  his  fv/ord  being  fhot  away 
from  his  fide. 

But  gallantry  was  unavailing  againfl;  fuch  fuperiority  of 
numbers ;  for  about  two  thoufand  of  the  French  having 
fhortly  after  gained  pofTeffion  of  the  heights  above  Rofeau,  this 
laft  circumftance  determined  the  fate  of  the  ifland.  The  bravery 
of  the  inhabitants,  how^ever,  obtained  for  them  very  honourable 
terms  of  capitulation.  Befides,  being  permitted  to  march  out 
with  all  military  honours,  they  were  allowed  to  retain  their 
civil  government,  and  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  laws, 
cufloms,  and  ordinances  j  to  preferve  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  in  the  fame  perfons,  in  whom  it  was  then  veiled  fij,  and 
to  enjoy  their  poffeffions,  of  what  nature  foever,  unmolefted ; 

(i)  It  was  ftipulated  that  the  members  of  the  council  fhould  conftitute  a 
court  of  chancery,  the  powers  of  which  were  veiled  folely  in  the  governor  before 
the  fui  render,  ' 

a  privilege 
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a  privilege  alio  which  wa-s  exprefsly  extended  to  abfent  as  well    CHAP, 


as  refident  proprietors, 

De  Bouille  having  thus  completed  his  conquefl,  departed 
for  Martinico ;  leaving  the  Marquis  Duchilleau  commander  in 
chief  of  Dominica,  whofe  conduft,  during  four  years  tliat  he 
continued  in  the  ifland,  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  wantonly  op- 
preffive  and  tyrannical,  that  we  are  left  to  wonder  at  the  patient 
long-fuffering  and  forbearance  of  the.people  under  his  govern- 
ment, in  fubmitting  to  it  for  half  the  time. 

His  firft  meafure  was  to  difarm  the  Englifh  inhabitants,  and 
diftribute  their  arms  among  the  runaway  Negroes,  with  whom 
he  actually  entered  into  an  engagement  for  their  affiflance,  if 
wanted.  He  iffued  a  proclamation,  forbidding  the  English  to 
affemble  together  more  than  two  in  a  place,  under  the  penalty 
of  military  execution,  and  he  commanded  the  centinels  to  flioot 
them  if  they  paffed  in  greater  numbers.  He  ordered  that  no 
lights  fhould  be  feen  in  their  houfes  after  nine  o'clock  at  night, 
and  that  no  Englifli  perfon  fliould  prefume  to  walk  the  ftreets 
after  that  hour,  without  a  candle  and  lanthorn,  Mr,  Robert 
How,  an  Englifh  merchant,  and  owner  of  a  fhip  then  in 
the  bay,  attempting  to  go  on  board  his  own  veiTel  after  that 
hour,  was  fhot  dead  in  the  attempt,  and  the  centinel  who  killed 
him  was  raifed  to  a  higher  ftation  in  his  regiment  for  having 
thus  (as  the  governor  exprefled  it)  done  his  duty. 

So  very  apprehenfive  was  this  governor  that  the  Englifh  in- 
habitants were  forming  defigns  to  retake  the  ifland,  that  every 
6  .    letter 
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letter  of  theirs  was  opened  for  his  infpedion  before  it  was  de- 
hvered.  And,  deenung  this  meafure  infufficient  to  furnifh  him 
with  the  knowledge  of  their  private  tranfadtions,  he  adopted 
the  pradlice  of  going  himfelf  in  difguife,  or  employing  others 
who  .better  knew  the  Englifh  language,  in  order  to  liften  at 
their  doors  and  windows  in  the  night-time,  to  the  converfation 
which  palTed  in  domeftick  intercourfe. 

He  repeatedly  threatened  to  fet  iire  to  the  tov/n  of  Rofeata,  in 
cafe  the  Illand  fhould  be  attacked,  and,  though  this  was  never 
attempted  by  the  EngUfh  forces,  yet  that  town  was  fet  fire  to 
by  the  French  foldiers,  who,  there  is  every  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
did  it  by  the  governor's  private  orders.  This  fuppoiition  was 
ftrongly  corroborated  by  his  behaviour  on  the  night  of  that 
melancholy  event,  at  which  he  himfelf  was  prefent  the  beft 
part  of  the  time,  like  another  Nero  feemingly  diverted  with  the 
fcene,  and  would  not  allow  his  foldiers  to  aflift  in  extinguifhing 
the  flames  (fave  only  in  houfes  that  belonged  to  the  French  in- 
habitants) but  permitted  them  to  pillage  the  fufferers. 

This  fire  happened  the  evening  of  Eafter  Sunday,  17S1, 
hy  which  upwards  of  five  hundred  houfes  were  confumed  in  a 
few  hours ;  and  a  vaft  quantity  of  rich  merchandize  and 
i}ffe<Sts  deftroyed,  to  the  value  of  wo  hundred  thoufand  poundi. 
Jflerling, 

While  the  wretched  inhabitants  were  thus  groaning  under 
domellick  defpotifm,  they  had  no  refources  from  without.  Their 
trade  was  entirely  cut  off,  infomuch,  that  during  five  years  and 

three 
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three  months,  the  time  that  the  ifland  of  Dominica  was  in  pof- 
feflion  of  the  French,  it  was  reforted  to  by  no  veffels  from 
Old  France,  nor  was  any  of  its  produce  exported  to  thi,  king- 
dom j  but  part  of  it  was  fent  in  neutral  bottoms  to  the  Dutch 
Ifland  of  St.  Euftatius,  before  its  capture  by  Admiral  Rodney  j 
and  from  thence  it  was  exported  to  England,  under  the  moil 
extravagant  expences  and  lofs  to  the  proprietors. 

Other  parts  of  their  produce  were  fent  in  Dutch  veffels, 
which  were  engaged  for  the  purpofe  in  England,  to  Rotterdam; 
and  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  v^ith  the  Dutch,  the 
produce  of  Dominica  was  fent  under  imperial  colours  to 
Oflend,  where  the  fugar  fold  from  fix  to>  eight  pounds  fter- 
ling  the  hogfhead. 

These  accumulated  diftreffes  ended  in  the  abfolute  ruin  of 
many  of  the  planters,  and  we  are  affured,  on  good  authority, 
that  no  lefs  than  thirty  fugar  plantations  were,  in  confeque^|ice 
thereof,  thrown  up  and  abandoned  by  the  proprietors.     At 
.length,  however,  the  day  of  deliverance  arrived ;  for,  in  the 
month  of  January  1783,  Dominica  was  reflored  to  the  govern- 
ment of  England.    The  joy  which,  on  this  event,  animated  the 
bofom  and  enlightened  the  countenance  of  every  man,  whom 
painful  experience,  under  an  arbitrary  government,  had  taught 
to  fet  a  right  value  on  the  BritKh  conftitution,  may  be  con- 
ceived, but  cannot  be  defcribed.     The  inhabitants  were  now 
reflored  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  their  former  privileges,  under 
a  civil  eftablifliment,  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  other  Britifh  colo- 
nies in  the  Weft  Indies,  which  being  hereafter  to  be  defcribed 

at 
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at  length,  it  is  unneceffary  to  enlarge  upon  in  this  place,  except 
to  obferve,  that  the  legiflative  autliority  of, this  ifland  is  vefbed  in- 
the  commander  in  chief,  a  council  of  twelve  gentlemen,  and 
an  affembly  of  nineteen  members  (k).  The  few  obfervations 
therefore  which  follow,  concerning  its  prefent  ftate  and  pro- 
duftions,  will  conclude  my  account. 

Dominica  contains  186,436  acres  of  land ;  and  is  divided 
into  ten  pariflies.  The  town  of  Rofeau  is  at  prefent  the  capital 
of  the  ifland,  and  is  fituated  in  the  parifh  of  St.  George,  being 
about  k\Q,x\  leagues  from  Prince  Rupert's  bay.  It  is  on  a 
point  of  land  on  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  forms 
two  bays,  iiiz.  Woodbridge's  bay  to  the  north,  and  Charlotte- 
ville  bay  to  the  fouthward. 

Roseau  is  about  half  a  mile  in  length,  from  Charlotte- 
ville  to  Rofeau  river,  and  moflly  two  furlongs  in  breadth,  but 
lefs  in  fome  parts,  being  of  a  very  irregular  figure.  It  contains 
not  more  than  five  hundred  houfes,  exclufive  of  the  cottages 
occupied  by  Negroes.  Before  its  capture  by  the  French,  it 
contained  upwards  of  one  thoufand. 

This  ifland  is  twenty-nine  miles  in  length,  and  may  be 
reckoned  fixteen  miles  in  breadth.  It  containsmany  high  and 
rugged  mountains,  interfperfed  with  fine  vallies,  and  in  general 
they  appear  to  be  fertile.     Several  of  the  mountains  contain 

{k)  The  governor's  falary  is  one  thoufand  two  hundred  pounds  fterling  per  an^ 
tium  exclufive  of  his  fees  of  office. 

unextinguifhed 
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uneKtingullhed  volcanoes,  which  frequently  difcharge  v^ft 
quantities  of  burnmg  fulphur.  From  thefe  mountains  alfo 
ifTue  fprings  of  hot  water,  fome  of  which  are  fuppofed  to  pof- 
fefs  great  virtue  in  the  cafe  of  tropical  diforders.  In  fome 
places  the  water  is  faid  to  be  hot  enough  to  coagulate  an 

Dominica  Is  well  watered*  there  being  upwards  of  thirty 
fine  rivers  in  the  Ifland,  befides  a  great  number  of  rivulets. 
The  foil,  in  moft  of  the  interior  country,  is  a  light  brown- 
coloured  mould,  and  appears  to  have  been  wafhed  from  the 
mountains.  Towards  the  fea-coaft,  and  in  many  of  the  vallies, 
it  is  a  deep,  black,  and  rich  native  earth,  and  feems  well 
adapted  to  the  cultivation  of  all  the  articles  of  Weft  Indian 
produce.  The  under  ftratum  is  in  fome  parts  a  yellow  or 
brick  clay,  in  others  a  ftiff  terrace,  but  it  is  in  moil:  places 
very  flony. 

I  AM  afraid,  however,  that  the  quantity  of  fertile  land  Isljut 
a  very  fmall  proportion  of  the  whole;  there  not  being  more  than 
fifty  fugar  plantations  at  prefent  in  cultivation,  and  it  is  com- 
puted, that  on  an  average,  one  year  with  another,  thofe  fifty 
plantations  do  not  produce  annually  more  than  three  thoufand 

(l)  In  the  woods  of  Dominica  are  innumerable  fwarms  of  bees,  which  hive  in 
the  trees,  and  produce  great  quantities  of  wax  and  honey,  both  of  which  are 
equal  in  goodnefs  to  any  in  Europe.  It  is  precifely  the  fame  fpecies  of  bee  as  in 
Europe,  and  muft  have  been  tranfported  thither ;  the  native  bee  of  the  Weft 
Indies  being  a  fmaller  fpecies,  unprovided  with  flings,  and  very  different  in  its 
manners  from  the  European. 

Vol.  I.  3  H  hogfhcads 
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BOOK    hogdieads  of  fugar.    This  is  certainly  a  very  fmall  quantity  of 
III.         that  article  for  fuch  an  extenfive  Illand,  or  even  for  the  number 
^     '"         of  fugar  plantations  at  prefent  under  cultivation,  allowing  only 
one  hundred  acres  of  canes  to  each. 

Coffee  feems  to  anfw^er  better  than  fugar,  there  being 
fomewhat  more  than  tv/o  hundred  coffee  plantations  in  Domi- 
nica, which  in  favourable  years  have  produced  three  millions 
of  pounds  weight. 

A  SMALL  part  of  the  lands  are  alfo  applied  to  the  cultiva- 
tion of  cacao,  indigo,  and  ginger  j  and  I  believe  that  moft 
of  thefe  articles,  as  well  as  of  the  cotton,  which  are  com- 
prehended in  the  exports,  are  obtained  from  the  dominions  of 
foreign  ftates  in  South  America,  and  imported  into  this  illand 
under  the  free-port  law. 

The  number  of  white  inhabitants,  of  all  defcriptions  and 
ages,  appear,  by  the  laft  returns  to  government,  in  1788,  to  be 
1236;  of  free  negroes,  &c.  445,  and  of  flaves  14,967.  There 
are  alfo  from  twenty  to  thirty  families  of  the  ancient  natives, 
or  Charaibes,  properly  fo  called.  They  are  a  very  quiet,  in- 
offenfive  people,  fpeak  a  language  of  their  own,  and  a  little 
French,  but  none  of  them  underiland  Englifh  (m)^ 

Such 

{m)  A  late  writer  gives  die  following 'account  of  thefe  people:  "  They  are  of  a 
clear  copper  colour,  have  long,  fleek,  black  hair :  their  perfons  are  fliort,  ftoutj^ 
and  well  made,  but  they  disfigure  their  faces  by  flattening  their  foreheads  in  ia- 
^cy.    They  live  chiefly  by  fiftjing  in  the  rivers  and  the  fea,  or  by  fowling  in- 
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Such  is  the  infsrmatlon  which  I  have  collefted  concerning 
the  civil  hiftory  and  prefent  ftate  of  Dominica,  for  great  part  of 
which  I  am  indebted  to  a  late  publication  by  Mr.  Atwood, 
Nothing  now  remains  but  to  fet  forth  the  particulars  and  value 
of  its  produftions,  which  I  fhall  adopt,  as  in  other  cafes,  from 
the  return  of  the  Infpedor  General  for  the  year  1787, 

the  woods,  in  both  which  purfuits  they  ufe  their  bows  and  arrows  with  wonder- 
ful dexterity.  It  is  faid  they  will  kill  the  fmalleft  bird  with  an  arrow  at  a  great 
diftance,  or  transfix  a  fifli  at  a  confiderable  depth  in  the  fea.  They  difplay  alfo 
very  great  ingenuity  in  njaking  curious  wrought  panniers  or  baflcets  of  fUk  grafs» 
or  tlie  leaves  and  bark  of  trees.". 
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G  HAP.     IV.. 

Leeward .  Charaibean  IJland  Government,  comprehending  St. 
Chrijiophers,  Nevis,  Atitigua,  Montferrat,  and  the  Virgin 
JJlands. — Civilhijiory  and  Geographical  Defcription  of  each>  ■ 
— Table  of  Exports  fro}n  each  IJland  for  lySy ;  and  an 
Account  of  the  Mo7iey  ari/ing  from  the  Duty  of  Four  and 
a.  Half  per  Cent.  Obfervations  concerning  the  Decline  of  the  . 
Ijlands,  which  conclude  their  Hijiory. 

THESE  feveral  iflands,  fince  the  year  1672,  have  con- 
flituted  one  diftindt  government;  the  governor  being 
^'\[e6.  Captain  General  of  the  Leeward  Charaibean  Iflands.  He 
vifits  each  occafionally,  but  his  chief  feat  of  refidence  is  An- 
tigua ;  the  government  of  each  illand,  in  the  nbfence  of  the 
governor-general,  being  ufually  adminiftered  by  a  Heutenant- 
gpvernor,  whofe  authority  is  limited  to  that  particular  ifland, 
and  w^here  no  lieutenant-governor  is  appointed,  the  prefident  of 
the  council  takes  the  command.  I  fhall  treat  of  them  feparate- 
ly,  and  afterwards  combine,  in  a  concife  fummary,  thofc  cir-  - 
cumflances  which  are  common  to  them  all. ., 

Their  civil  hiftory  will  be  fhort;  for  in  this  part  of  n^ 
fubjedl  I  have  but  little  to  add  to  the  recital  of  Oldmixon,  and  . 
other  writers,  who  have  preceded  me  ;  and  where  novelty  is., 
wanting,  brevity  is  indifpenfibly  requifite* 

Sections 
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Section   I. 
St.    CHRISTOPHER'S. 

THE  ifland  of  St.  Chriilopher  was  called  by  its  ancient 
pofTeflbrs,  the  Charaibcs,  Liamuiga,  or  the  Fertile  Ifland. 
It  was  difcovered  in  November  1493,  by  Columbus  himfelf, 
who  was  fo  pleafed  with  its  appearance,  that  he  honoured  it  with 
his  own  Chriftian  name.  But  it  was  neither  planted  nor  pof- 
fefled  by  the  Spaniards.  It  was,  however,  (notwithftanding  that 
the  general  opinion  afcribes  the  honour  of  feniority  to  Barba- 
does)  the  eldefl  of  all  the  Britifli  territories  in  the  Well  Indies, 
and,  in  truth,  the  common  mother  both  of  the  Englilh  and 
French  fettlements  in  the  Charaibean  iflands.  The  fadt,  as  re- 
lated by  an  hiftorian  faj^  to  whofe  induftry  and  knowledge  I 
have  been  fo  largely  indebted  in  my  account  of  St.  Vincent,  was 
this,  "  In  the  number  of  thofe  gentlemen  w^ho  accompanied 
-Captain  Roger  North,  in  a  voyage  to  Surinam,  was  Mr.  Thomas 
Warner,  who  making  an  acquaintance  there  with  Captain 
Thomas  Painton,  a  very  experienced  feaman,  the  latter  fug- 
gefted  how  much  eafier  it  would  be  to  fix,  and  preferve  in  good 
order,  a  colony  in  one  of  the  fmall  iflands,  defpifed  and  deferted 
hy  the  Spaniards ;   than  on  that  vail  countr)',  the  continent, 

(a)  Dr.  Campbell. 

"4-  where. 
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where,  for  want  of  fufficient  authority,  dl  things  were  fallen 
into  confufion  j  and  he  particularly  pointed  out  for  that  purpofe 
■the  ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher.  This  gentleman  dying,  Mr. 
Warner  returned  to  England  in  1620,  refolved  to  put  his  friend's 
projefi  in  execution.  He  accordingly  aflbciated  himfelf  with 
fourteen  other  perfons,  and  with  them  took  his  pafTage  on 
board' a  fhip  bound  to  Virginia-.  From  thence  he  and  his  com- 
panions failed  from  St.  Chriftopber's,  where  they  arrived  in 
January  1623,  and  by  the  month  of  September  following  had 
raifed  a  good  crop  of  tobacco,  which  they  propofed  to  make 
their  ftaple  commodity."  It  has  been  fhewn  in  a  former 
chapter,  that  the  firfl  adual  eftablifhment  In  Barbadoes,,took 
glace  the  latter  end. of  1624. . 

By  the  generality  of  hlftorians,  who  have  treated  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is  afferted  that  a  party  of  the  French,, 
under  the  command  of  a  perfon  of  the  name  of  D'Efnambuc, 
took  poifeffion  of  one  part  of  this  ifland,  on  the  fame  day  that 
Mr.  Warner  landed  on  the  other;  but.  the  truth  is,  that  the 
firft  landing  of  Warner  and  his  aftbciates  happened  two  years 
before  the  arrival  of  D'Efnambuc;  who,  it  is  admitted  by  Du 
Tertre,  did  not  leave  France  until  1625.  Unfortunately,  the 
Englifh  fettlers,  in  the  latter  end  of  1623,  had  their  plantations^ 
demolifhed  by  a  dreadful  hurricane,  which  put  a  fudden  flop  to 
their  progrefs.  In  confequence  of  this  calamity,  Mr.  Warner 
returned  to  England  to  implore  fuccourj.and  it  was  on  that 
occafion  that  he  fought  and  obtained  the  powerful  patronage 
and  fupport  of  James  Hay,  Earl  of  Carlifle.  This  nobleman; 
caufed  a  fhip  to  be  fitted  out,  laden  with  all  kinds  of  necef- 

laries.. 
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BOOK     laries.     It  was  called  the  Hopewell ;  and  arrived  at  St.  Chrifto- 
^^\        pher's  on  the  i8th  of  May  1624;  and  thus  he  certainly  pre- 
ferved.a  fettlement,  which  had,  otherwife  died  in  its  infancy. 
■Warner  himfelf  did  not  return  to  St.  Chriftopher's  until  the 
.year  following.     He  was  then  accompanied  by  a  large  body  of 
.recruits,  and  D'Efnambuc  arrived  about  the  fame  time;  per- 
.haps  the  fame  day.     This  latter  was  the  captain  of  a  French 
privateer  J  and,  having  in  an  engagement  with  a  Spanifh  galleon 
.of  fuperior  ilrength,  been  very  roughly  handled,  he  was  obliged, 
after  lofing  feveral  of  his  men,  to  feek  refuge  in  theie  iilands. 
He  brought  with  him  to  St.  Chriftopher's  about  thirty  hardy 
veterans,  and  they  were  cordially  received  by  the  Englifh,  who 
appear  at  this  time  to  have  been  under  fome  apprehenfions  of 
the  Charaibes.     Hitherto  Warner's  firft  colony  had  lived  on 
friendly  terms  with  thefe  poor  favages,  by  whom  they  werc- 
liberally  fupplied  with  provifions  ;  but  having  feized  on  their 
lands,  the  confcioufnefs  of  deferving  retaliation  made  the  plant- 
ers apprehenfive  of  an  attack,  when  probably  none  was  intended. 
Du  Tertre  relates,  that  the  French  and  Englifh  receiving  infor- 
mation of  a  projected  revolt,  concurred  in  a  fcheme  for  feizing 
the  confpirators  beforehand.     Accordingly  they  fell  on  the 
Charaibes  by  night,  and,  having  murdered  in  cold  blood  from 
one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  flouteft,  drove 
all  the  reft  from  the  ifland,  except  fuch  of  the  women  as 
were  young   and   handfome,   of   whom,   fays  the    reverend 
hiftorian,  they  made  concubines  and  flaves.     Such  is  the  ac- 
count of  a  contemporary  author,  Pere  Du  Tertre,  who  relates 
thefe  tranfadtions  with  perfed:  compofure,  as  founded  on  com- 
mon ufage,  and  not  unwarrantable  in  their  nature.     He  adds, 
X  that 
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that  fuch  of  the  Charaibes  as  efcaped  the  mafTacre,  having  given 
the  alarm  to  their  countrymen  in  the  neighbouring  iflands,  a 
large  body  of  them  returned  foon  afterwards,  breathing  re- 
venge ;  and  now  the  confiid:  became  ferious.  The  Europeans, 
however,  more  from  the  fuperiority  of  their  weapons,  than  of 
their  valour,  became  conquerors  in  the  end  -,  [but  their  trium-ph 
was  dearly  purchafed ;  one  hundred  of  their  number  havin* 
been  left  dead  on  the  field  of  battle. 

After  this  exploit,  which  DuTertre  calls  a  glorious  vidory, 
the  Charaibes  appear  to  have  quitted  altogether  this  and  fome 
of  the  fmall  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  to  have  retired 
fouthwards.  The  two  leaders,  Warner  and  Defnambuc,  about 
the  fame  time,  found  it  neceffary  to  return  to  Europe  for  the 
purpofe  of  foliciting  fuccour  from  their  refpeftive  nations ;  and 
bringing  with  them  the  name  of  conquerors,  they  feverally  met 
with  all  pofiible  encouragement.  Warner  was  knighted  by  his 
fovereign,  and  through  the  intereft  of  his  noble  patron  fent  back 
as  governor  in  1 626  with  four  hundred  new  recruits,  amply 
fupplied  with  neceifaries  of  all  kinds ;  while  Defnambuc,  un- 
der the  patronage  of  Richlieu  (the  minifter  of  France)  projec- 
ted the  eftablifhment  of  an  exclufive  company  for  trading  to  this 
and  fome  of  the  other  iflands.  That  minifler  concurred  with 
Defnambuc  in  opinion,  that  fuch  an  inflitution  was  befl:  adapted 
to  the  purpofes  of  commerce  and  colonization ;— an  erroneous 
conclufion,  which  Defnambuc  himfelf  had  foon  abundant  occa- 
fion  to  lament ;  for  the  French  in  general  either  mifunderftood 
or  difapproved  the  projedl.  Subfcriptions  came  in  reludlantly, 
and  the  fhips  which  the  new  company  fitted  out  on  this  occa- 
fion,  were  fo  wretchedly  fupplied  with  proviiions  and  neceifaries. 
Vol.  I.  3  I  that 
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BOOK     that  of  five  hundred  and  thirty-two  recruits,  Avho  failed  from 
11^'         France  with  Defnambuc,  in  February  1627,  the  greater  part 
peri£hed  miferably  at  fea  for  want  of  food. 

The  Engliili  received  the  furvivors  with  compoflion  and 
kindnefs;  and  for  preventing  contcfts  iii  future  abuui  their  re- 
fpeftive  limits,  the  commanders  of  each  nation  agreed  to  divide 
the  whole  ifland  pretty  equally  between  their  followers.  A 
treaty  of  partition  for  this  purpofe  was  reduced  to  writing,  and 
ligned,  with  many  formalities,  on  the  third  of  May  1627:  it 
comprehended  alfo  a  league  defenfive  and  ofFenfive^  but  this 
a,lHance  proved  of  little  avail  againft  the  Spauifli  invaiion  in 
1629,  the  circumflances  whereof  I  have  elfewhere  related.. 
Yet  furely,  unjuftifiable  as  that  attack  may  be  deemed,  if  the 
condu(fl  of  the  new  fettiers  towards  the  Charaibes  was  fuch  as 
Du  Tertre  relates,  we  have  but  little  caufe  to  lament  over  the 
miferies  which  befel  them.  The  mind  exults  in  the  chaftife- 
ment  of  cruelty,  even  when  the  inflruments  of  vengeance  are- 
as crfminal  as  the  objed:s  of  punif]:iment. 

It  may  now  be  thought  that  thofe  of,  the  iwo  nations  who 
furvived  fo  deflru<Sive  a  ftorm,  had  learnt  moderation  and  for- 
bearance in  the  fchcol  of  adveriity ;  and  indeed  for  fome  years 
they  appear  to  have  lived  on  terms  of  good  neighbourhood  with 
each  other;  but  at  length  national  rivalry  and  hereditary  ani-^ 
rnofity  were  allowed  their  full  influence,  infomuch  that,,  for  half 
a  century  afterwards,  this  little  iiland  exhibited  a  difguflrful  fcene 
of  internal  contention,  violence  and  bloodihed.  It  is  impoffible 
at  this  time  to  pronounce  with  certainty,  whether  the  French  or 

the 
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tbe  Englifli  were  the  firft  aggreffors.  It  is  probable  that  each 
nation  would  lay  the  blame  on  the  other.  V/e  are  told  that  in 
the  firft  Dutch  war,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  the  French  king 
declaring  for  the  United  States,  his  fubjedls  in  St.Chriftopher's, 
difdaining an  inglorious  neutrality,  attacked  the  Engiifh  planters, 
and  drove  them  out  of  their  poffeffions;  which  were  afterv/ards, 
by  the  treaty  of  Breda,  reftored  to  them.  In  1689,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  revolution  which  had  taken  place  in  England 
the  preceding  year,  the  French  planters  in  this  ifland,  declaring 
themfelves  in  the  interells  of  the  abdicated  monarch,  attacked 
and  expelled  their  Englifli  neighbours  a  fecond  time,  laying 
v/afle  their  plantations,  and  committing  fuch  outrages  as  are 
unjuftifiable  among  civilized  nations,  even  in  a  time  of  open 
and  avowed  hoftility.  Their  condudl  on  this  occafion  was 
deemed  fo  cruel  and  treacherous,  that  it  was  ailigned  by  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary  among  the  caufes  which  induced 
them  to  declare  war  againft  the  French  nation.  Even  fortune 
herfelf,  inclining  at  length  to  the  fide  of  juftice,  from  hencefor- 
ward deferted  them  j  for,  after  they  had  continued  about  eight 
months  fole  mafters  of  the  ifland,  the  Engiifh  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Codrington,  returning  in  great  force,  not  only 
compelled  the  French  inhabitants  to  furrender,  but  adlually 
tranfported  eighteen  hundred  of  them  to  Martinico  and  Hif- 
paniola.  It  is  true,  that  reparation  was  ftipulated  to  be  made 
them  by  the  treaty  of  Ryfwick  in  1 697 ;  but  war  again  break- 
ing cut  between  the  two  nations  in  1702,  the  French  planters 
derived  but  little  advantage  from  that  claufe  in  their  favour. 
They  had  however,  in  1705,  the  gloomy  fatisfaftion  to  be- 
hold many  of  the  Engliih  poffeflions  again  laid  wafte  by  a 

3  I  2  French 
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BOOK  French  armament,  which  committed  fuch  ravages,  that  the 
■m_J\1j  Britifli  parliament  found  it  neceflary  to  diftribute  the  fum  of 
jT.  103,000  among  the  fufFerers,  to  enable  them  to  re-fettle 
their  plantations.  Happily,  this  was  the  laft  exertion  of  na- 
"  tional  enmity  and  civil  difcord  within  this  little  community  j 
for,  at  the  peace  of  Utrecht,  the  ifland  was  ceded,  wholly  to 
the  Englifh,  and  the  French  poffeffions  publickly  fold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  Englifh  government.  In.  1733,  ^.80,000  of 
the  money  was  appropriated  as  a  marriage  portion  with  the 
Princefs  Anne,  who  was  betrothed  to  the  Prince  of  Orange. 
Some  few  of  the  French  planters,  indeed,  who  confented  to 
take  the  oaths,  were  naturalized,  and  permitted  to  retain  their 
cftates» 

Such  was  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  the  Britifh  efl:abli(h- 
ment  in  the  Ifland  of  St.  Chriftopher.  The  circumftances 
which  attended  the  French  invafionin  the  beginning  of  1782, 
when  a  garrifon  of  lefs  than  one  thoufand  effed:ive  men  (in- 
eludingthe  militia)  was  attacked  by  eight  thoufand  of  the  befl: 
difciplined  troops  of  France^  fupported  by  a  fleet  of  thirty-two 
fllips  of  war  ;  the  confequent  furrender  of  the  ifland,  after  a 
moft  vigorous  and  noble  defence;  and  its  reflioration  to  Great 
Britain  by  the  general  peace  of  1783,  being  within  every  per- 
fon's  recolledlion,  need  not  be  related  at  large  in  this  work.  I 
fhall  therefore  conclude  with  the  following  particulars,  which 
I  prefume  are  fomewhat  lefs  familiar  to  the  general  reader,  and: 
aheir  accuracy  may  be  depended  on. 

St.  Christopher  lies  in  17'  15'  North  latitude,   and 
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63°  17'  Wefl  longitude ;  it  is  about  fourteen  leagues  in  circuit, 
and  contains  43,726  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  17,000  acres 
are  appropriated  to  the  growth  of  fugar,  and  4000  to  paftu- 
rage.  As  fugar  is  the  only  commodity  of  any  account  that  is 
raifed,  except  provifions  and  a  little  cotton,  it  is  probable,  that 
nearly  one  half  the  whole  ifland  is  unfit  for  cultivation.  The 
interior  part  of  the  country  confifts  indeed  of  many  rugged 
precipices,  and  barren  mountains.  Of  tbefe,  the  loftieft  is 
Mount-Mifery  (evidently  a  decayed  volcano)  which  rifes 
3,711  feet  in  perpendicular  height  from  the  fea.  Nature, 
however,  has  made  abundant  amends  for  the  fterility  of  the 
mountains,  by  the  fertility  fhe  has  bellowed  upon  the  plains. 
No  part  of  the  Weft-Indies  that  I  have  feen,  poiTeffes  evea 
the  fame  fpecies  of  foil  that  is  found  in  St.  Chriftopher's.  It 
is  in  general  a  dark  grey  loam,  fo  light,  and  porous  as  to  be 
penetrable  by  the  flighteft  application  of  the  hoe ;  and  I  con- 
ceive it  to  be  the  production  of  fubterraneous  fires,  the  black, 
ferruginous  pumice  of  naturalifts,  finely  incorporated  with  a 
pure  loam,  or  virgin  mould.  The  under  ftratum  is  gravel, 
from  eight  to  jtwelve  inches  deep.  Clay  is  no  where  found,  ex-- 
cept  at  a  confiderable 'height  in  the  mountains. 

By  what  procefs  of  nature  the  foil  which  I  have  mentioned 
becomes  more  efpecially  fuited  to  the  produdlion  of  fugar  thaa 
any  other  in  the  Weft  Indies,  it  is  neither  within  my  province 
or  ability  to  explain.  The  circumftance,  however,  is  un- 
queftionable.  Canes,,  planted  in  particular  fpots,.  have  been, 
known  to  yield  8000 lbs.  of  Mufcovado  fugar  from  a  fingle 
acre.   One  gentleman,  in  a  favourable  fealbn  made  6,4oolbs» 
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COOK  or  four  hogflieads  of  fixteen  cwt,  each,  per  acpe,  on  an  average 
i^^-  return  of  his  whole  crop.  It  is  not  however  pretended,  that 
the  greatcft  part,  or  even  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  cane 
land,  throughout  the  iiland,  is  equally  produftive.  The  general 
average  produce  for  a  feries  of  years  is  1 6,000  hogiheads  of  fix- 
teen  cwt.  which,  as  one-half  only  of  the  whole  cane  land,  or 
8,500  acres,  is  annually  cut  (the  remainder  being  in  young 
canes)  gives  nearly  two  hogflieads  of  lixteen  cwt.per  acre  for  the 
whole  of  the  land  in  ripe  canes  j  but  even  this  is  a  prodigious 
return,  not  equalled  I  imagine  by  any  other  fugar  country  in 
any  part  of  the  globe.  In  Jamaica,  though  fomeof  the  choiceft 
lands  may  yield  in  favourable  years  two  hogflieads  of  iixteen 
cwt-  pej'  acre;  the  cane  land  which  is  cut  annually,  taken  al- 
.  together,  does  not  yield  above  a  fourth  part  as  much. 

I  AM  informed,  however,  that  the  planters  of  St.  Chrifl:o- 
•pber's  are  at  a  great  expence  for  manure;  that  they  never  cut 
ratoon  canes  (b);  and  although  there  is  no  want  in  the  country 
of  fprings  and  livulets  for  the  fupport  of  the  inhabitants,  their 
plantations  fuffer  much  in  dry  weather,  as  the  fubftratum  does 
not  long  retain  moifl:ure. 

This  ifland  is  divided  into  nine  pariflies,  and  contains  four 
towns  and  hamlets,  viz.  Baffeterre  (the  prefent  capital,  as  it 
was  formerly  that  of  the  French,  containing  about  800  houfes) 
Sandy-Point,  Old  Road  and  Deep  Bay.  Of  thefe,  the  two  firft 
are  ports  of  entry,  eftabliflied  by  law.  The  fortifications  confift 
of  Charles-Fort,  and  Brimftone-Kill,  both  near  Sandy  Point; 

(h)  Ratoon  canes  are  Ihoots  from  old  roots,  as  will  be  fully  explained  here- 
after. 

8  three 
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three  batteries  at  Baffeterre,  one  at  Fig-tree  Bay,  another  at     CHAP. 
Palmeto-  Point,  and  feme  fmaller  ones  of  no  great  importance.  * 

The  proportion  which  St.  Chriftopher's  contributes,  with 
the  other  iflands,  towards  an  honourable  provifion  for  the  Go- 
vernor General,  is  _i^.iooo  currency^^r  annum  y  which  is  fet- 
tled on  him  by  the  allembly  immediately  on  his  arrival.  He 
has  befides  fonie  perquifites  j  and  in  time  of  war  they  are  conii- 
derable. 

Each  ifland  within  this  government  has  a  feparate  council, 
and  each  of  them  an  affembly,  orhoufe  of  reprefentatives.  In. 
St.  Chriftopher's,  the  council  fhould  confift  of  ten  members, 
but  it  is  feldom  that  more  than  feven  are  prefent.  The  houfe 
of  aflembly  is  compofed  of  twenty-four  reprefentatives,  of  whomi. 
fifteen  make  a  quorum.  The  requifite  qualification  is  a  free- 
hold of  forty  acres  of  land,  or  a  houfe  worth  forty  pounds  a 
year.  Of  the  eledors,  the  qualification  is  a  freehold  of  tea 
pounds  per  atimim. 

The  Governor  of  this,  and  the  other  iflands  in  the  fame 
government,  is  chancellor  by  his  office,  and  in  St.  Chriftopher's 
fits  alone.  Attempts  have  been  made  to  join  fome  of  the 
council  with  him,  as  in  Barbadoesj  but  hitherto  without  fuc- 
cefs,  the  inhabitants  choofing  rather  to  fubmit  to  the  expence 
and  delay  of  following  the  chancellor  to'  Antigua,  than  fuifer 
the  inconveniency  of  having  on  the  chancery  bench  judges, 
fome  .of  whom  it  is  probable,  from  their  fituation  and  connec- 
tions, may  be  interefted  in,  the  event  of  every  fuit  that  may 
come  before  them.  ^ 

IM 
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BOOK         In  this  illand,  as  in  Jamaica,  the  iurifdiilion  of  both  the- 

III  . 

i, — ^.^  King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas,  centers  in  one  fuperior  court, 
wherein  juftice  is  adminiflered  by  a  chief  juftice  and  four 
puifne  judges.  The  chief  is  appointed  by  the  crown,  the 
Others  by  the  governor  in  the  King's  name,  and  they  all  hold 
their  commiffions  during  pleafure.  The  office  of  chief  judge 
is  worth  about  £.600.  per  annum.  The  emoluments  of  the 
affiftant  judges  are  trifling. 

The  prefent  number  of  white  inhabitants  is  computed  at 
4000,  and  taxes  are  levied  on  26,000  negroes;  and  there 
are  about  three  hundred  blacks  and  mulattoes  of  free  con- 
dition. 

As  in  the  other  Britifh  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood,  all  the 
white  men  from  the  age  of  fixteen  to  lixty  are  obliged  to 
cnlift  in  the  militia,  and  in  this  ifland  they  ferve  without  pay. 
They  form  two  regiments  of  foot,  although  the  whole  number 
of  efFedlive  men  in  each  regiment  feldom  exceeds  three  hun- 
dred J  but  there  is  likewife  a  company  of  free  blacks,  and  this, 
before  the  late  war,  conflituted  the  whole  of  the  military  force 
within  the  ifland;  the  Britifh  government  refuling  to  fend 
them  troops  of  any  kind. 

Of  the  wifdom  of  fuch  condudl  in  Great  Britain,  the  reader 
will  be  able  properly  to  judge,  when  he  is  told,  that  the  natural 
ftrength  of  this  ifland,  from  the  conformation  and  inequalities 
of  its  furface,  is  fuch,  that  a  garrifon  of  two  thoufand  effedlive 
troops,  properly  fupplied  with  ammunition  and  provifions, 

would 


WEST      INDIES.  433 

would  in  all  human  probability  have  rendered  it  impregnable    C  H  AJP. 
to  the  formidable  invafion  of  1782.  ■■■-J-au- 

With  St.  Chriflopher's  furrendered  alfo  the  ifland  of 
Nevis ;  from  which  it  is  divided  only  by  a  fmall  channel,  and 
of  which  I  fhall  now  give  fome  account. 


Section   II. 
N      E      V      I      S. 


THIS  beautiful  little  fpot  Is  nothing  more  than  a  lingle 
mountain,  riling  like  a  cone  in  an  eafy  afcent  from  the  fea  j 
the  circumference  of  its  bafe  not  exceeding  eight  Englifh 
leagues.  It  is  believed  that  Columbus  beftowed  on  it  the  ap- 
pellation of  Nieves,  or  The  Snows,  from  its  refemblance  to  a 
mountain  of  the  fame  name  in  Spainj  but  it  is  not  an  improba- 
ble conjefture,  that  in  thofe  days  a  white  fmoke  was  feen  to 
iflue  from  the  fummit,  which  at  a  diftance  had  a  fnow-like 
appearance,  and  that  it  derived  its  name  from  thence.  That 
the  ifland  was  produced  by  fome  volcanic  explofion,  there  can 
be  no  doubt  i  for  there  is  a  hollow,  or  crater,  near  the  fummit, 
ftill  vifible,  which  contains  a  hot  fpring  ftrongly  impregnated 
with  fulphur ;  and  fulphur  is  frequently  found  in  fubflance, 
in  the  neighbouring  gullies  and  cavities  of  the  earth. 
■  Vol.  I.  3  K  Ths: 
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The  country  is  well  watered,  and  the  land  in  general  fertile, 
a  fmall  proportion  towards  the  fummit  of  the  ifland  excepted, 
which  anfwers  however  for  the  growth  of  ground  provifions, 
fuch  as  yams  and  other  efculent  vegetables.  The  foil  is  ftony; 
the  befl:  is  a  loofe  black  mould,  on  a  clay.  In  fome  places,  the 
upper  ftratum  is  a  ftiff  clay,  which  requires  labour,  but  proper- 
ly divided  and  pulverifed,.  repays  the  labour  beflowed  upon  it. 
The  general  produce  of  fugar  (its  only  ftaple  produdlion)  is 
one  hogfhead  of  fixteen  cwt.  per  acre  from  all  the  canes  that 
are  annually  cut,  which  being  about  4000  acres,  the  return  of 
the  whole  is  an  equal  number  of  hogflieads,  and  this  was  the 
average  fixed  on  by  the  French  government  in  1782,  as  a  rule 
for  regulating  the  taxes.  As  at  St.  Chriilopher's  the  planters 
feldom  cut  ratoon  canes. 

This  ifland,  fmall  as  it  is,  is  divided  into  five  parifhes.  It 
contains  a  town  called  Charles-Town,  the  feat  of  government 
and  a  port  of  entry,  and  there  are  two  other  (hipping  places, 
called  IndiaH-Caille  and  New-Caflle.  The  principal  fortifica- 
tion is  at  Charles-Town,  and  is  called  Charles  Fort.  The  com- 
mandant is  appointed  by  the  crown,  but  receives  a  falary 
from  the  ifland. 

The  government,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Governor- General, 
is  adminiftered  by  the  prefident  of  the  council.  This  board  is 
compofed  of  the  prefident,  and  fix  other  members.  The  houfe 
of  aflTembly  confiils  of  fifteen  reprefentatives  3  three  for  each 
parifli. 

Tkb 
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The  adminiflration  of  common  law  is  under  the  guidance    r  H  A  P 
of  a  chief  juftice,  and  two  affiflant  judges,  and  there  is  an  of-  IV. 

fice  for  the  regiflry  of  deeds.  ^--v— ^ 

The  prefent  number  of  white  inhabitants  is  ftated  to  mc 
not  to  exceed  fix  hundred,  while  the  negroes  amount  to  about 
ten  thoufand;  a  difproportion  which  neceffarily  converts  all 
fuch  white  men  as  are  not  exempted  by  age  and  decrepitude, 
into  a  well-regulated  militia,  among  v/hich  there  is  a  troop 
confifting  of  fifty  horfe,  well  mounted  and  accoutred.  Englifh 
forces,  on  the  Britifh  eftablifhment,  they  have  none. 

The  Englifh  firft  eflablifhed  themfelves  in  this  ifland  in  the 
year  1628,  under  the  protedlion  and  encouragement  of  Sir 
Thomas  Warner.  Among  the  different  claffes  of  men,  who 
fought  to  improve  their  fortunes  in  St.  Chriflopher's  by  the  pa- 
tronage of  that  enterprifing  leader,  it  can  hardly  be  prefumed, 
that  every  individual  experienced  the  full  gratification  of  his 
hopes  and  expedlations.  In  all  focieties,  there  are  many  who  will 
confider  themfelves  unjuflly  overlooked  and  forgotten.  Of  the 
companions  of  Warner's  earliefl  voyages,  it  is  probable  that 
fome  vi^ould  fet  too  high  a  value  on  their  fervices,  and  of  thofe 
who  ventured  afterwards,  many  would  complain,  on  their  ar- 
rival, that  the  befl  lands  were  pre-occupied.  To  foften  and 
temper  fuch  difcordancy  and  difquiet,  by  giving  full  employ- 
ment to  the  turbulent  and  feditious,  feems  to  have  been  one  of 
the  mdft  important  objedts  of  Warner's  policy.  Motives  of 
this  nature  induced  him,  without  doubt,  to  plant  a  colony  in 
Nevis  at  fo  early  a  period ;  and  the  wifdom  and  propriety  of  his 
firfl  regulations  gave  ftrength  and  ftability  to  the  fettlement. 

3  K  2  What 
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What  Warner  began  wifely,  was  happily  completed  by  his 
immediate  fucceflbr  Mr.  Lake,  under  whofe  adminifbration  Ne- 
vis rofe  to  opulence  and  importance,  "  He  was  a  wife  rrian," 
fays  Du  Tertre,  "  and  feared  the  Lord."  Making  this  illand 
the  place  of  his  refidence,  it  flourifE:ied  beyond  example.  It  is 
fiid,  that  about  the  year  1 640,  it  pofTeiTed  four  thoufand  whites : 
fo  powerfully  are  mankind  invited  by  the  advantages  of  a  mild 
and  equitable  fyflem  of  government !  Will  the  reader  pardon 
me,  if  I  obferve  at  the  fame  time,  that  few  fituations  in  life 
could  have  afforded  greater  felicity  than  that  of  fuch  a  gover- 
nor. Living  amidft  the  beauties  of  an  eternal  fpring,  beneath 
a  iky  ferene  and  unclouded,  and  in  a  fpot  inexpreffively  beauti- 
ful (for  it  is  enlivened  by  a  variety  of  the  moft  enchanting 
profpedls  in  the  world,  in  the  numerous  iflands  which  fur- 
round  it)  but  above  all,  happy  in  the  refledlion  that  he  conci- 
liated the  differences,  adminiflered  to  the  neceflities,  and  aug- 
mented the  comforts  of  thoufands  of  his  fellow  creatures,  all  of 
whom  looked  up  to  him  as  their  common  father  and  protedlor  t 
If  there  be  pure  joy  on  earth,  it  muff  have  exiiled  in  the  bo- 
fom  of  fuch  a  man ;  while  he  beheld  the  tribute  of  love,  grati- 
tude and  approbation  towards  him  in  every  countenance,  and 
whofe  heart  at  the  fame  time  told  him  that  he  deferved  it. 

I  AM  forry  that  I  muft  prefent  the  reader  with  a  very  differ- 
ent pifture,  in  the  account  that  I  am  now  to  give  of  Antigua. 


Section 
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Section    III. 
A  N  T  I  G  U  A. 


ANTIGUA  is  fituated  about:  twenty  leagues  to  the 
caftward  of  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  was  difcovered  at  the  fame 
time  with  that  ifland,  by  Columbus  himfelf,  who  named  it, 
from  a  church  in  Seville,  Santa  Maria  de  la  Antigua.  We  are 
informed  by  Ferdinand  Columbus,  that  the  Indian  name  was 
yamaica.  It  is  a  Angular  circumftance,  that  this  word,  which 
in  the  language  of  the  larger  illands  fignified  a  country  abound- 
ing  in  ff  rings i  fhould,  in  the  dialedt  of  the  Charaibes,  have  been 
applied  to  an  ifland  that  has  not  t.  fingle  fpring  or  rivulet  of 
frefh  water  in  it. 

This  inconvenience,  without  doubt,  as  it  rendered  the 
country  uninhabitable  to  the  Charaibes,  deterred  for  fome 
time  the  European  adventurers  in  the  neighbouring  iflands 
from  attempting  a  permanent  eflabliihment  in  Antigua  j  but 
nature  prefents  few  obftacles  which  the  avarice  or  induftry  of 
civilized  man  will  not  endeavour  to  furmount.  The  lands 
were  found  to  be  fertile,  and  it  was  difcovered  that  cifterns 
might  be  contrived  to  hold  rain-water /^/^/.     So  early  as  1632, 

{b)  The  water  thus  preferved  is  wonderfully  light,  pure,  and  wholefome. 

a  few 
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BOOK  a  few  Englifh  families  took  up  lands  there,  and  began  the  cul- 
^^^-  tivation  of  tobacco.  Among  thefe  was  a  fon  of  Sir  Thomas 
Warner,  whofe  defendants  ftill  poflefs  very  confiderable  pro- 
perty in  the  illand,  one  of  them  (Afhton  Warner,  Efquire) 
having  been,  in  1787,  prelident  of  the  council,  and  commander 
in  chief  in  the  abfence  of  the  governor. 

But  it  was  chiefly  to  the  enterpriling  fpirit  and  extenfive 
■views  of  Colonel  Codrington,  of  Barbadoes,  that  Antigua  was 
indebted  for  its  growing  profperity  and  fubfequent  opulence. 
This  gentleman  removing  to  this  ifland  about  the  year  1674, 
applied  his  knowledge  in  fugar-planting  with  fuch  good  effetfl 
and  fuccefs,  that  others,  animated  by  his  example,  and  aflifted 
by  his  advice  and  encouragement,  adventured  in  the  fame  line 
of  cultivation.  Mr.  Codrington  was  fome  years  afterwards 
nominated  captain-general  and  commander  in  chief  of  all  the 
leeward  Charaibean  iflands,  and,  deriving  from  this  appoint- 
ment, the  power  of  giving  greater  energy  to  his  benevolent 
purpofes,  had  foon  the  happinefs  of  beholding  the  good  effedis 
of  his  humanity  and  wifdom,  in  the  flourifhing  condition  of 
the  feveral  iflands  under  his  government. 

The  profperity  of  Antigua  was  manifeflied  in  its  extenfive 
population  ;  for  when,  in  the  year  1690,  General  Codrington 
commanded  on  the  expedition  againft:  the  French  inhabitants 
of  St.  Chrifl:opher's,  as  hath  been  related  in  the  hiftory  of  that 
ifland,  Antigua  furniflied  towards  it  no  lefs  than  eight  hun- 
dred efFedive  men :  a  quota,  which  gives  room  to  eftimate  the 
whole  number  of  its  white  inhabitants  at  that  time,  at  up- 
ivards  of  five  thoufand. 

Mr. 


W  E  S  T      I  N  D  I  E  S.  439 

Mr.  CoDRiNGTON  dying  in  1698,  was  fucceeded  in  his 
government  by  his  fon  Chriftopher  -,  a  gentleman  eminently 
diftinguifhed  for  his  attainments  in  polite  literature ;  and  who, 
treading  in  the  fame  paths  as  his  illuftrious  father,  gave  the 
people  under  his  government  the  promife  of  a  long  continuance 
of  felicity  fcj.  His  adminiftration,  however,  terminated  at  the 
end  of  fix  years ;  for  in  1704  he  was  fuperfeded  (I  know  not 
on  what  account)  by  Sir  William  Mathews  1  who  dying  foon 
after  his  arrival,  the  Queen  was  pleafed  to  appoint  to  the 
government  of  this  and  the  neighbouring  illands,  Daniel  Park, 
Efq.  a  man  whofe  tragical  end  having  excited  the  attentioa 
of  Europe,  and  furnifhed  a  lefTon  for  hiftory  to  perpetuate,  I 
ihall  be  excufed  for  entering  fomewhat  at  large  into  his  con- 
dudl  and  fortune. 

Mr.  Park  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was  diftinguirhedt 
for  his  exceffes  at  a  very  early  time  of  life.  Having  married  a. 
lady  of  fortune  in  America,  his  firft  exploit  was  to  rob  his  wife, 
of  her  money,  and  then  defert  her.  With  this  money  he  came 
to  England,  and  obtained  a  return  to  Parliament ;  but  grofs 
bribery  being  proved  againft  him,  he  was  expelled  the  houfe» 
His  next  adventure  was  to  debauch  the  wife  of  a  friend,  for 
which  being  profecuted,  he  quitted  England,  and  made  a  cam.- 
paign  with  the  army  in  Flanders,  where  he  had  the  fortune 

(()  He  was  the  author,  if  I  miftake  not,  of  a  copy  of  verfes  prefixed  to  Garth's 
Difpenfary,  in  which  is  this  beautiful  triplet : 

I  read  thee  over  with  a  lover's  eye  : 

Thou  haft  no  faults,  or  I  no  faults  can  fpyj, 

Thou  art  all  beauty  5— -or  all  blindnefs  L 

to 
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to  attrad:  the  notice,  and  acquire  the  patronage,  of  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough. — In  1704,  he  attended  the  Duke  as 
one  of  his  aides-de-camp,  and  as  fuch,  on  the  event  of  the 
battle  of  Hochftct,  having  been  fent  by  his  Grace  to  England, 
with  intelligence  of  that  important  vidtory,  he  was  rewarded 
by  the  Queen  with  a  purfe  of  a  thoufand  guineas,  and  her 
pi<5ture  richly  fet  with  diamonds.  The  year  following,  the 
government  of  the  Leeward  Illands  becoming  vacant,  Mr.  Park, 
through  the  intereft  of  his  noble  patron,  was  appointed  to  fuc-, 
ceed  Sir  William  Mathews  therein,  and  he  arrived  at  Antigua 
in  July  1706. 

As  he  was  a  native  of  America,  and  his  intereft  with  the 
Britifh  adminiftration  was  believed  to  be  coniiderable,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  who  were  probably  unac- 
quainted with  his  private  character,  received  him  with  fingular 
refpedl,  and  the  affembly  of  Antigua,  even  contrary  to  a  royal 
inftrudtion,  added  a  thoufand  pounds  to  his  yearly  income,  in 
order,  as  it  was  exprefled  in  the  vote,  to  relieve  him  from 
the  expence  of  houfe-rent  j  a  provifion  which,  I  believe,  has 
been  continued  ever  fince  to  his  fuccefTors  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  return  which  Mr.  Park  thought  proper  to  make  for 
this  mark  of  their  kindnefs,  was  an  avowed  and  unreftrained 
violation  of  all  decency  and  principle.  He  feared  neither  God 
nor  man  j  and  it  was  foon  obferved  of  him,  as  it  had  formerly 
been  of  another  deteflable  tyrant,  that  he  /pared  no  man  in  his 
anger,  nor  woman  in  his  luji.  One  of  his  firft  enormities  was  to 

^  debauch 
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•debauch  the  wife  of  a  Mr,  Chefter,  who  was  fadloi-  to  the  royal 
African  company,  and  the  moft  confiderable  merchant  in  the 
ifland.  Apprehending  that  the  injured  hu&and  might  meditate 
revenge,  the  worthy  governor  endeavoured  to  be  beforehand 
with  him,  by  adding  the  crime  of  murder  to  that  of  adultery  ^ 
for  Chefter  having  about  this  time  had  the  misfortune  to  kill 
a  perfon  by  accident,  his  excellency,  who  had  raifed  a  common 
foldier  to  the  office  of  provoft-marfhal,  brought  him  to  a 
trial  for  his  life ;  direfting  his  iniirument  the  provofl-marflial, 
to  impanel  a  jury  of  certain  perfons,  from  whom  he  doubted 
not  to  obtain  Chefter's  convidion ;  and  the  execution  of  this 
innocent  and  injured  man  would  undoubtedly  have  followed,  if 
the  evidence  in  his  favour  had  not  proved  too  powerful  to  be 
overborne ;  Co  that  the  jury  were  compelled  to  pronounce  his 
acquittal. 

Another  of  his  exploits  was  an  attempt  to  rob  the  Co- 
drington  family  of  the  ifland  of  Barbuda  (of  which  they  had 
held  peaceable  polTeffion  for  thirty  years)  by  calling  on  them  to 
prove  their  title  before  himfelf  and  his  council ;  a  meafur^ 
which  gave  every  proprietor  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  had 
no  fecurity  for  his  poiTeffions  but  the  governor's  forbearance. 

He  declared  that  he  would  fuffer  no  provoft-marflaal  to  ad, 
who  fhould  not  at  all  times  fummon  fuch  juries  as  he  fhould 
dired.  He  changed  the  mode  of  eleding  members  to  ferve  in 
the  affembly,  in  order  to  exclude  perfons  he  did  not  like  -,  and 
not  being  able  by  this  meafure  to  procure  an  alTembly  to  his 
wifh,  he  refufed  to  call  them  together  even  when  the  French 
threatened  an  invfiaon. 
Vol.  I.  3  L  He 
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He  entered  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Cheiler,  the  perfon  before 
mentioned,  with  an  armed  force,  and  feized  feveral  gentlemen 
(ibme  of  them  the  principal  men  of  the  ifland)  who  were 
there  met  for  the  purpofe  of  good  fellowfhip,  on  fufpicion  that 
they  were  concerting  meafures  againft  himfelf ;  moft  of  whom 
he  fent  by  his  own  authority  to  the  common  jail,  and  kept 
them  there  without  bail  or  trial. 

By  thefe,  and  a  thoufand  other  odious  and  intemperate  pro- 
ceedings, the  whole  country  became  a  party  againft  him,  and 
difpatched  an  agent  to  England  to  lay  their  grievances  before 
the  crown,  adopting,  in  the  firft  inftance,  all  moderate  and  legal 
means  to  procure  his  removal ;  but  from  the  delays  incident 
to  the  bufinefs,  the  people  loft  all  temper,  and  began  to  confider 
forbearance  as  no  longer  a  virtue.  More  than  one  attempt  was 
made  on  the  governor's  life,  in  the  laft  of  which  he  was  griev- 
oufly,  but  not  mortally,  wounded.  Unhappily  the  furious  and 
exafperated  ftate  of  men's  minds  admitted  of  no  compromife, 
and  the  rafh  impetuous  governor  was  not  of  a  difpoiition  to 
ibften  or  conciliate,  if  occafion  had  offered. 

At  length,  however,  inftrudtions  came  from  the  crown, 
diredling  Mr.  Park  to  relign  his  command  to  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  and  return  to  England  by  the  firft  convenient  op- 
portunity J  at  the  fame  time  commiffioners  were  appointed  to 
take  examinations  on  the  fpot,  concerning  the  complaints 
which  had  been  urged  againft  his  condudl.  It  would  have 
been  happy  if  the  inhabitants  of  Antigua  had  borne  their  fuc- 
cefs  with  moderation ;  but  the  triumphant  joy  which  they 
r.  manifefted. 
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manlfefted,  on  receipt  of  the  Queen's  orders,  provoked  the 
governor  into  defperation.  He  declared  that  he  would  con- 
tinue in  the  government  in  fpite  of  the  inhabitants,  and  beino- 
informed,  that  a  {hip  was  about  to  fail  for  Europe,  in  which 
he  might  conveniently  have  embarked,  he  refufed  to  leave  the 
country.  In  the  meanwhile,  to  convince  the  people  that  his 
firmnefs  was  unabated,  and  that  he  ftill  confidered  himfelf  in 
the  rightful  exercife  of  his  authority,  he  iflued  a  proclamation 
to  diiTolve  the  affembly. 

Matters  were  now  coming  faft  to  an  ifTue.  The  aflembly 
continued  fitting  notwithflanding  the  governor's  proclamation, 
and  refolved,  that  having  been  recalled  by  his  fovereign,  hi^ 
continuance  in  the  government  was  ufurpation  and  tyrannyi 
and  that  it  was  their  duty  to  take  charge  of  the  fafety  and 
peace  of  the  ifland.  On  hearing  of  this  vote,  the  governor 
fecretly  ordered  a  party  of  foldiers  to  furround  them ;  but  th.^ 
affembly  having  obtained  information  of  his  intentions,  imme- 
diately feparated  to  provide  for  their  perfonal  fafety.  The  en- 
fuing  night,  and  the  whole  of  the  following  day,  were  em- 
ployed in  fummoning  the  inhabitants  from  all  parts  of  the 
ifland,  to  haften  to  the  capital,  properly  armed,  to  protedt  their 
reprefentatives.  It  was  given  out,  however,  that  the  governor's 
life  was  not  aimed  at ;  all  that  was  intended,  was  to  fecure  his 
perfon,  and  fend  him  from  the  ifland. 

On  Thurfday  the  7th  of  December  17 10,  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, about  five  hundred  men  appeared  in  arms,  in  the  town  of 
Saint  John's,  where  Colonel  Park  had  been  making  provifion 
3  L  2  for 
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for  refiilance  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  He  had  converted  the- 
government  houfe  into  a  garrifon,  and  ftationed  in  it  all  the 
regular  troopa  that  were  in  the  ifland.  On  the  approach  of 
the  inhabitants  however,  his  coui-age  deferted  him.  The  light: 
of  an  injured  people,  coming  forward  as  one  man,  with  de- 
liberate Viilour,  to  execute  on  his  perfbn  that  punifhment  which, 
he  muft  have  been  confcious  his  enormities  well  merited,  over- 
whelmed him  with  confufion  and  terror.  Although  he  muft 
have  been  apprized,  that  his  adverfaries  had  proceeded  too  far 
to  retreat,  he  now,  for  the  firft  time,  when  it  was:  too  late,  had 
recourfe  to  concefiion.  He  difpatched  the  provoft-marflial 
with  a  meflage,  iignifying  his  readinefs  to  meet  the  affembly 
at  Parham,  and  to  confent  to  whatever  laws  they  fhould  think, 
proper  to  pafs  for  the  good  of  the  country.  He  offered  at  the 
fame  time  to  difmifs  his  foldiers,  provided  fix  of  the  principal 
inhabitants  would  remain  with  him  as  hoflages  for  the  fafetV' 
of  his  perfon.  The  fpeaker  of  the  affembly,  and  one  of  the 
members  of  the  council,  unwilling  to  carry  matters  to  the  laflr 
extremity,  feemed  inclined  to  a  compromife,  and  propcfed  them- 
felves  as  two  of  the  hoflages  required  by  the  governor ;  but 
the  general  body  of  the  people,  apprehenfive  that  further  delay 
might  be  fatal  to  their  caufe,  called  aloud  for  immediate  ven- 
geance j  and  inflantly  marched  forward  in  two  divifions.  One 
of  thefe,  led  by  Mr.  Piggot,  a  member  of  the  alfembly,  taking 
pofTeiHon  of  an  eminence  that  commanded  the  government 
houfc,  attacked  it  v/ith  great  fury.  The  fire  was  briildy  re- 
turned for  a  confiderable  time,  but  at  length  the  aflailants  broke 
into  the  houfe.  The  governor  met  them  with  firmnefs,  and 
Ihot  Piggot  dead  with  his  own  hand,  but  received  in  the  fame 
§.  moment 
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moment  a  wound  which  laid  him  proftrate.  His  attendants, 
feeing  him  fall,  threw  down  their  arms,  and  the  enraged  po- 
pulace, feizing  theperfon  of  the  wretched  governor,  who  was  llill 
alive,  tore  him  into  a  thoufand  pieces,  and  fcattered  his  reeking 
limbs  in  the  ftreet.  Befides  the  governor,  an  enfign  and  thirteen 
private  foldiers,  who  fought  in  his  caufe,  were  killed  outright,  and 
a  lieutenant  and  twenty-four  privates  wounded.  Of  the  people, 
thirty-two  were  killed  and  wounded,  befides  Mr.  Piggot.  The 
governor's  death  inllantly  put  an  end  to  this  bloody  conflict. 

Thus  perifhed,  in  a  general  infurredlion  of  an  infulted  and 
indignant  community,  a  brutal  and  licentious  defpot,  than 
whom  no  ftate  criminal  was  ever  more  defervedly  puni(hed. 
He  was  a  monfter  in  wickednefs,  and  being  placed  by  his  fitua- 
tion  beyond  the  reach  of  ordinary  reftraint,  it  w^as  as  lawful  to 
cut  him  off  by  every  means  poffible,  as  it  would  have  been  to 
ihoota  wild  beaft  that  had  broke  its  limits, and  was  gorging  itfelf 
with  human  blood.  "  The  people  of  England,  fays  an  emi- 
nent writer  (d)  heard  with  aflonifhment  of  Park's  untimely 
fate ;  but  the  publick  were  divided  in  their  lentiments ;  fome 
looking  upon  his  death  as  an  adt  of  rebellion  againft  the  crown, 
and  others  confidering  ix.  as  a  facrifice  to  liberty.  The  flagrancy 
of  the  perpetration,  and  compafiion  for  the  man,  at  laft  got  the 
better."  In  the  latter  affertion  however,  the  writer  is  clearly 
miftaken  ;  for  the  Englifh  government,  after  full  inveftigation,. 
was  fo  thoroughly  fatilied  of  Mr.  Park's  mifconduit,  as  to  iffiie, 
much  to  its  honour,  a  general  pardon  of  all  perfons  concerned 
in  his  dea-h,  and  two  of  the  principal  actors  therein  were  even 
promoted  fome  time  afterwards  to  feats  in  the  coimcil. 

C^^).  Univerfal  Hiftory,  vol;  XLL 

From 
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BOOK        From  this  period  I  clofe  my  account  of  the  civil  con- 

^^'         cerns  of  Antigua,  finding  no  occurrence  in  its  fubfequent  hif- 

tory   of  fufficient   importance   to    detain    the    reader  j   what 

remains  therefore  is  chiefly  topographical,  and  I  hope  will  be 

found  correct: . 

Antigua  is  upwards  of  fifty  miles  in  circumference,  and 
contains  59,838  acres  of  land,  of  which  about  34,000  are  appro- 
priated to  the  growth  of  fugar,  and  pafturage  annexed :  its 
other  principal  ftaples  are  cotton-wool  and  tobacco ;  to  what 
extent  of  cultivation  I  am  not  informed  ^  and  they  raife  in 
favourable  years  great  quantities  of  provifions. 

This  ifland  contains  two  different  kinds  of  foil;  the  one  a 
black  mould  on  a  fubftratum  of  clay,  which  is  naturally  rich, 
and  when  not  checked  by  exceffive  droughts,  to  which  Anti- 
gua is  particularly  fubjedt,  very  produdlive.  The  other  is  a 
ilifF  clay  on  a  fubftratum  of  marl.  It  is  much  lefs  fertile  than 
the  former,  and  abounds  with  an  inirradicable  kind  of  grafs,  in 
fuch  a  manner  that  many  eftates  confiftingof  that  kind  of  foil, 
which  were  once  very  profitable,  are  now  fo  impoverifhed  and 
overgrown  with  this  fort  of  grafs,  as  either  to  be  converted 
into  pafture  land,  or  to  become  entirely  abandoned.  Exclufive 
of  fuch  deferted  land,  and  a  fmall  part  of  the  country  that  is 
altogether  unimprovable,  every  part  of  the  ifland  may  be  faid 
to  be  under  cultivation. 

From  the  circumflances  that  have  been  related,  it  is  difficult 
to  furnifh  an  average  return  of  the  crops,  which  vary  to  fo  great 

a  deo-re* 
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a  degree,  that  the  quantity  of  fugar  exported  from  this  ifland  in 
feme  years,  is  five  times  greater  than  in  others  ;  thus  in  1779 
•were  fhipped  3,382  hogfheads,  and  579  tierces ,-  in  1782  the 
crop  was  15,102  hogfheads,  and  1,603  tierces  j  and  in  the 
years  1770,  1773,  and  1778,  there  were  no  crops  of  any  kind ; 
all  the  canes  being  deftroyed  by  a  long  continuance  of  dry 
weather,  and  the  whole  body  of  the  negroes  muft  have  perifhed 
for  want  of  food,  if  American  veffels  with  com  and  flour  had 
been  at  that  time,  as  they  now  are,  denied  admittance. 

It  feems  to  me  on  the  whole,  that  the  ifland  has  progreflively 
decreafed  both  in  produce  and  white  population.  The  laft 
accurate  returns  to  government  were  in  1 774.  In  that  year, 
the  white  inhabitants  of  all  ages  and  fexes  were  2,590,  and  the 
enflaved  negroes  37,808,  and  I  believe,  that  17,000  hogfheads 
of  fugar  of  fixteen  cwt.  are  reckoned  a  good  faving  crop. 
This,  as  one-half  the  canes  only  are  cut  annually,  is  about  a 
hogfhead  of  fugar  per  acre  for  each  acre  that  is  cut.  The  pro- 
duce of  1787  will  be  given  hereafter}  and  I  believe  it  was  a 
year  more  favourable  to  Antigua,  in  proportion  to  its  extent, 
thaa  to  any  other  of  the  Britifh  iflands  in  the  Weft  Indies. 

Antigua  is  divided  into  fix  parifhes  and  eleven  diftri(5ls,, 
and  contains  fix  towns  and  villages.  Saint  John's  fej,  (the 
capital)  Parham,  Falmouth,  Willoughby  Bay,  Old  Road,  and 
James  Fort ;  of  which,  the  two  firft  are  legal  ports  of  entry. — 
No  ifland,  in  this  part  of  the  Weft  Indies,  can  boaft  of  fo  many 

((t)  The  town  of  Saint  John's  was  nearly  deflroyed  by  fire  on  the  17  th  of 
Auguft  1769}  upwards  of  260  houfes  being  confumed ;  befides  wharfs, 
cranes,  &c.  &Ci. 

excellent 
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BOOK     excellent  harbours.   Of  thefe,  the  principal  are  Englilli  harbour 
m-         and  Saint  John's,  both  well  fortified,  and  at  the  former,  the 
Britifh  government  has  eitabliihed  a  royal  navy-yard  and  arfenal, 
and  conveniencies  for  careening  {hips  of  war. 

The  military  ellablifl^iment  generally  coniiib  of  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  and  two  of  foot  militia.  There  are  likewife 
a  fquadron  of  dragoons,  and  a  battalion  of  artillery,  both  raifed 
in  the  ifiand,  and  the  regulars  receive  additional  pay,  as  int 
Jamaica. 

It  hath  been  already  obferved/ that  the  governor  or  eaptain- 
,general  of  the  leeward  Charaibean  illands,  although  diredled  by 
his  inftrudlions  tovifitoccalionallyeach  ifland  within  his  govern- 
ment, is  generally  ilationary  at  Antigua  :  he  is  chancellor  of  each 
ifland  by  his  office,  but  commonly  holds  the  court  in  Antigua, 
and  in  hearing  and  determining  caufes  from  the  other  iflands, 
prefides  alone.  In  caufes  arifing  in  Antigua,  he  is  affifted  by 
his  council,  after  the  pradice  of  Barbadoes  -,  and,  by  an  ad:  of 
the  aflembly  of  this  ifland,  confirmed  by  the  crown,  the  prefi- 
dent  and  a  certain  number  of  the  council  may  determine  chan- 
cery caufes  during  the  abfence  of  the  governor-general.  The 
other  courts  of  this  ifland  are  a  court  of  king's-bench,  a  court 
of  common-pleas,  and  a  court  of  exchequer. 

The  legiflature  of  Antigua  is  compofed  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  a  council  of  twelve  members,'and  an  affembly  of  twenty- 
live  j  and  it  is  very  much  to  its  honour  that  it  prefented  the  firft 
example  to  the  fifler  iflands  of  a  melioration  of  thq  criminal  law 

reipeding 
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refpefling  negroe  flaves,  by  giving  the  accufed  party  the  benefit 
of  a  trial  by  jury:  and  allowing  in  the  cafe  of  capital  convic- 
tions four  days  between  the  time  of  fentence  and  execution. 
And  it  is  ftill  more  to  the  honour  of  Antigua,  that  its  inhabi- 
tants have  encouraged,  in  a  particular  manner,  the  laudable 
endeavours  of  certain  pious  men,  who  have  undertaken^  from 
the  pureil  and  beft  motives,  to  enlighten  the  minds  of  the  ne- 
groes, and  lead  them  into  the  knowledge  of  religious  truth.  In 
the  report  of  the  lords  of  the  committee  of  council  on  the  flave- 
trade,  is  an  account  of  the  labours  of  the  fociety  knowq  by  the 
name  of  the  Ufikas  Fratrum,  (commonly  called  Moraviajis)  in 
this  truly  glorious  purfuit ;  from  which  it  appears  that  their 
condudl  in  this  bufinefs  difplays  fuch  found  judgment,  breathes 
•fuch  a  fpirit  of  genuine  chriflianity,  and  has  been  attended  with 
.fuch  eminent  fuccefs,  as  to  entitle  its  brethren  and  millionaries 
to  the  moft  favourable  reception,  from  every  man  whom  the 
accidents  of  fortune  have  invefted  with  power  over,  the  poor 
Africans;  and  who  believes  (as  I  hope  every  planter. believes) 
that  tliey  are  his  fellow-creatures,  and  of  equal  importance 
with  himfelf  in  the  eyes  of  an  all-feeing  and  impartial  gover- 
nor of  the  univerfe.  With  an  abridgment  of  that  account,  I 
fhall  clofe  the  fubjedt  of  my  prefent  difcuflion. 

"  The  church  of  the  united  brethren  have,  ever  iifice  the 
year  1732,  beenadlive  in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  different  hea- 
then nations  in  many  parts  of  the  world,  but  not  with  equal 
fuccefs  in  all  places.  The  method  here  defcribed,  and  made  ufe 
of  by  the  miinonaries  of  the  faid  church,  in  leading  the  negrc- 
ilaves  in  the  Wed  Indies  to  the  knowledge  and  pradtice  of 
Vol.  I.  3  M  chriflianity. 
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BOOK    chrlftianity,  is  followed,  in  all  points  tliat  are  not  local,  in  all  the 
^^^-         miffions  of  the  brethren. 


After  many  years  unfuccefsful  labour,  experience  has 
taught  them,  that  the  plain  teflimony  concerning  the  death  and 
paffion  of  Jefus  Chrifl:  the  Son  of  God,  together  with  its  caufe 
and  happy  confequences,  delivered  by  a  miffionary  touched 
with  an  experimental  fenfe  of  it,  is  the  fureft  way  of  enlighten- 
ing the  benighted  minds  of  the  negroes,  in  order  to  lead  them 
afterwards  ftep  by  ftep  into  all  truth  :  they  therefore  make  it  a 
rule,  never  to  enter  into  an  extenfive  difcuffion  of  the  doctrines 
of  God's  being  an  infinite  fpirit,  of  the  holy  trinity,  &c.  nor 
to  feek  to  open  their  underftandings  in  thofe  points,  until  they 
believe  in  Jefus,  and  that  the  word  of  the  crofs  has  proved  it-'- 
felf  the  power  of  God  unto  falvation,  by  the  true  converfion  of 
their  hearts.  Both  in  the  beginning  and  progrefs  of  their  in- 
ftrudions,  the  miffionaries  endeavour  to  deliver  themfelves  as 
plainly  and  intelligibly  to  the  faculties  of  their  hearers  as  pof- 
iible ;  and  the  Lord  has  given  his  blelTing  even  to  the  moft  un- 
learned, that  went  forth  in  reliance  upon  him,  to  learn  the  dif- 
ficult languages  of  the  negroes,  fo  as  to  attain  to  great  fluency 
in  them :  one  great  difficulty  arifes  indeed  from  the  new  ideas 
and  words  neceflary  to  exprefs  the  divine  truths  to  be  intro- 
duced into  them,  but  even  this  has  been  furmounted  through 
God's  grace. 

As  it  is  required  of  all  believers,  that  they  prove  their  faith 

by  their  works ;  the  brethren  teach,  that  no  habit  of  fin,  in  any 

land  or  place,  nor  any  prevailing  cuftom  v/hatever,  can  be  ad- 

2  mitted. 
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mitted  as  a  plea  for  a  behaviour  not  conformable  to  the  moral 
law  of  God,  given  unto  all  mankind.  Upon  the  fulfilment  of  this, 
the  miffionaries  infifl  every  where.  Every  thing  that  is  ac- 
counted decent  and  virtuous  among  chriilians,  is  inculcated  into 
the  minds  of  the  people.  Drunkennefs,  adultery,  whoredom, 
forcery,  theft,  anger  and  revenge,  and  all  other  works  of  the 
flefh,  as  enumerated  by  our  Lord  and  his  Apollles  as  proceed- 
ing from  the  heart,  being  plain  proofs  that  man  is  either  un- 
converted, or  again  fallen  into  heathenifm  and  idolatry,  it  fol- 
lows of  courfe,  that  any  one  guilty  of  thefe  things  is  put  away 
from  the  congregation,  and  not  re-admitted  before  a  true  and, 
lincere  repentance  is  apparent,  and  the  offence  done  away:  but 
it  is  not  fufficient  that  the  believers  abftain  from  open  fcandal, 
their  private  behaviour  in  their  families,  and  in  every  occur- 
rence of  life,  muft  evidence  a  thorough  change  of  heart  and 
principles :  indeed  the  believing  negroes  in  Antigua,  and  in 
other  places  where  the  brethren  have  mifHons,  are  fo  much 
under  the  influence  of  their  maflcrs,  and  of  a  variety  of  circum- 
Ilances  that  attend  their  being  flaves,  that  it  may  f  2rhaps  feem 
more  difficult  to  effedl  a  change  of  cuftoms  and  pradlices,  and 
to  enforce  a  fteady  chriflian  condudt  in  all  cafes  amongfl;  them, 
than  amongfl;  free  heathens  j  and  yet  it  mull:  be  owned,  to  the 
praife  of  God,  that  this  is  vifible  at  prefent  in  many  tlioufand 
converted  negroes. 

The  miffionaries,  however,  have  frequent  occafion  to  fee  with 
forrow,  how  deeply  rooted  the  habit  of  fin,  and  the  tendency 
to  excufe  it,  is  in  the  minds  of  the  negroes  ;  who,  when  uncon- 
verted, are  particularly  given  to  an  unbounded  gratification  of 
3  M  2  every 
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eveiy  fenllial  luft ;  but  on  this  very  account  it  becomes  the  more 
needful  to  watcli,  and  not  to  fuffer  the  leaft  deviation  from  the 
right  path,  to  remain  unnoticed  in  the  believers.  It  has  been 
before  obferyed,  that  baptifm  is  adminifliered  to  none, but  to  fuch 
in  whom  a  thorough  converfion  of  heart  is  already  perceivable. 
As  foon  as  they  are  confidered  as  candidates  for  baptifm,  they 
are  fubjedt  to  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  by  which  if  they 
offend,  and  private  admonition  and  reproof  have  not  the  de- 
fired  effefl-,  they  are  excluded  from  the  fellow/hip  of  the  reft, 
though  they  may  attend  publick  fervice,  and  every  means  is  ftill 
faithfully  applied  to  bring  them  back.  Thus  a  communicant, 
in  cafe  of  an  offence  given,  is  not  admitted  to  the  Lord's  fup- 
per.  This  difcipline  has,  by  God's  blefhng,  had  fo  good  an  ef- 
fecfl,  that  many  a  believing  negro  would  rather  fuffer  the  feverefl 
bodily  puniihment  than  incur  it.  If  they  confefs  their  fms,  and 
heartily  repent,  they  are  willingly,  and,  according  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence,  either  privately,  or  in  the  prefence  of  a  part  or 
the  Vv'hole  of  the  congregation,  re-admutted  to  the  fellowfliip  of 
the  church.  The  believing  negroes  are  not  fuffered  to  attend 
any  where,  where  the  unconverted  meet  for  the  fake  of  feafting, 
dancing,  gaming,  &.c.  and  the  ufual  plea  of  not  ejitering  into  the 
^nf id  part  of  tbefe  dwerfons,  is  never  admitted,  inafmuch  as  the 
leafl  flep  towards  vice  and  immorality,  generally  plunges  them 
by  degrees  into  grofs  fins.  The  hankering  after  the  vain  tra- 
ditions of  their  forefathers,  is  confidered  as  a  falling  off  from 
that  love  to  the  Lord  Jefus  and  his  docflrines,  which  once 
prompted  them  to  forfake  all  ungodlinefs,  and  devote  them- 
felves  unto  God>  and  if  they  perfifl  in  evil  ways,  the  faith- 

fulneis 
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fulnefs  due  to  the  refl  of  the  flock  on  the  part  of  the  miffiona- 
ries  demands  their  feparation,  leO:  they  feduce  others* 

The  polygamy  of  the  negroes  has  caufed  no  fmall  embar- 
raflment  to  the  miffionaries.  The  following  is  a  fhort  account 
of  the  brethren's  manner  of  treating  them  in  this  particular : 
When  a  negro  man  or  woman  applies  as  above  defcribed,  to  be 
baptized  or  received  into  the  congregation,  ftridr  enquiry  is 
made  concerning  every  circumftance  attending  his  or  her  fitua^^ 
tion  and  connections  in  life.  If  it  is  found  that  a  m.an  has  more 
than  one  wife,  the  queftion  arifes,  how  the  brethren  have  to  adr- 
vife  him  in  this  particular  :  St.  Paul  fays,  "  if  any  brother  hath 
a  wife  that  believeth  not,  and  that  is  yet  an  heathen,  and  the  be 
pleafed  to  dwell  with  him,  let  him  not  put  her  away,"  i  Cor^ 
vii.  21  j  but  again  he  fays,  "  a  bifhop  muft  be  blamelefs,  the 
hufband  of  one  wife,"  i  Tim.  iii.  2.  We  read  of  no  further 
precept  in  the  holy  fcriptures  concerning  this  fubjedl;  the 
brethren  therefore  were  of  opinion,  that  the  miffionaries  fho.uld , 
keep  flridlly  to  the  following  refolutions : ; 

I.  That  they  could  not  compel  a  man,  who  had,  before 
his  converiion, .  taken  more  than  one  wife,  to  put  away  one  or 
more  of  them,  without  her  or  their  confent. . 

II.  But   yet,  that  they  could  not  appoint,  fuch  a  man  to  • 
be  a  helper  or  fervant  in  the  church  j  and . 

III.  That  a  man  who  believeth  in^  Chrift,  if  he  marry, 
fliould  take  only  one  wife  in  marriage,  and  that  he  is  bound  to : 
keep  himfdf  only  to  that  woman,  .till  death  parts  them, . 

The 
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The  inftances  that  a  man  has  three  wives  are  few;  all  mif- 
trelTes  muft  of  courfe  be  put  away  without  exception;  befides 
this,  the  miffionaries  lofe  no  opportunity  of  inculcating  into  the 
ininds  of  the  married  people,  how  to  walk  in  this  ftate  conform- 
able to  the  rules  laid  down  in  holy  writ,. and  every  deviation 
from  them  is  feverely  cenfured.  If  any  baptized  man  leaves  his 
wife,  and  takes  another,  and  takes  one  or  more  wives  beiides  the 
£rft,  or  in  cafe  he  has  had  two,  and  one  dies,  and  he  fhould 
marry  another,  he  is  excluded  the  fellowfhip  of  the  church. 
Neither  can  the  brethren  admit  of  the  heathenifh  cuftoms  in 
courting  a  wife,  but  they  expeft,  that  in  cafe  a  believer  wifla  to 
marry,  he  do  all  things  in  a  decent  and  chriftian  manner  :  it  is 
of  courfe  expedted  that  all  baptized  parents  educate  their  chil- 
dren in  the  fear  of  the  Lord,  fhewing  them  a  good  example.  If 
by  a  fale  of  negroes  by  auction,  or  in  any  other  way,  wives  are 
torn  from  their  hufbands,  or  hufbands  from  their  wives,  and 
carried  off  to  diftant  iflands,  though  the  brethren  do  not  advife, 
yet  they  cannot  hinder  a  regular  marriage  with  another  perfon, 
efpecially,  if  a  family  of  young  children,  or  other  circumftances, 
feem  to  render  an  helpmate  necelTary;  and,  as  is  moftly  the 
cafe,  no  hopes  remain  of  the  former  ever  returning.  A  certifi- 
cate of  baptifm  is  given  to  every  baptized  negro,  that  muft 
thus  leave  the  congregation ;  and  there  have  been  inftances, 
that  by  their  godly  walk  and  converfation  in  diftant  parts,  they 
Jiave  caufed  others  to  hearken  to  their  word  and  believe. 

Though  all  the  above  injunctions  areof  fuch  a  nature,  that 
they  not  only  war  againft  their  heathenifli  propenfities,  but 
even  againft  what  fome  might  call  excufable  indulgencies;  yet 

it 
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it  is  a  £a.d:,  that  at  this  prefent  time,  fome  thoufand  negroes     CHAP, 
in  Antigua,  and  other  iflands,  fubmit  to  them  with  willing-         "  • 
nefs. 

The  number  of  converted  Negro  flaves  under  the  care  of 
the  brethren,  at  the  end  of  the  year  1787,  was. 


In  Antigua,  exadlly          -          -         - 

5^465 

In  St.  Kitt's,  a  new  miffion 

80 

In  Barbadoes  and  Jamaica,  about     - 

100 

In  St.  Thomas,  St.  Croix,  and  St. 

Jan,  about 

10,000 

In  Surinam,  about     - 

400 

Still  living  in  the  Weft  Indies  and  Surinam  16,045,  asr 
nearly  as  can  be  afcertained  from  the  lateft  accounts." 


Section    IV. 
M  O  N  T  S  E  R  R  A  T. 

OF  this  little  ifland,  neither  the  extent  nor  the  importance 
demands  a  very  copious  difcuffion.  It  was  difcovered  at  the  fame 
time  with  St.  Chriftopher's,  and  derived  its  name  from  a  fup- 
pofed  refemblance  which  Columbus  perceived  in  the  face  of 
the  country,  to  a  mountain  of  the  fame  name  near  Barcelona. 

The  name  was  all  that  was  bcftowed  upon  it  by  the  Spa- 
niards. Like  Nevis,  it  was  firft  planted  by  a  fmall  colony  from ; 
St.  Chriftopher's,  detached  in  1 632  from  the  adventurers  under 

Warner. 
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B  O-O  K  Warner.  Their  feparation  appears  indeed  to  have  been  partly 
^^^^  occafioned  by  local  attaclTments  and  religious  diflenlions  j 
v/hich  rendered  their  fituation  in  St.  Chriftopher's  uneafy,  be- 
ing chiefly  natives  of  Ireland,  of  the  Romifh  perfuafion.  The 
•fame  caufes,  ho\*vever,  operated  to  the  augmentation  of  their 
numbers;  for  fo  many  perfons  of  the  fame  country  and  reli- 
gion adventured  thither  foon  after  the  firfl:  fettlement,  as  to 
create  a  white  population  which  it  has  ever  fmce  pofTeffed ; 
if  it  be  true,  as  alTerted  by  Oldmixon,  that  at  the  end  of  fix- 
teen  years  there  were  in  the  ifland  upwards  of  one  thoufand 
white  families,  conflituting  a  militia  of  three  hundred  and  fixty 
effeftive  men. 

The  civil  hiflory  of  this  little  ifland  contains  nothing  very 
remarkable.  It  was  invaded  by  a  French  force  in  171 2,  and 
futfered  fo  much  from  the  depredations  of  that  armament,  that 
an  article  was  inferted  in  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  for  appointing 
commiiTioners  to  enquire  into  the  damages ;  which,  however, 
v/ere  not  made  good  to  the  fufferers.  It  was  again  invaded, 
and  with  mofl:  of  the  other  iflands  captured  by  the  French  in 
the  late  war,  and  reflored  with  the  reft. 

^Nothing  therefore  remains  but  to  furnifli  the  reader  with 
an  account  of  its  prefent  ftate  in  refpeft  of  cultivation,  pro- 
dudrions,  and  exports. 

JVIoNTSERRAT  is  about  three  leagues  in  length,  and  as  many 
in  breadth,  and  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  thirty  thoufand 
-acres  of  land,  of  which  almoft  two- thirds  are  very  mountainous, 
or  very  barren.    The  land  in  cultivation  is  appropriated  nearly 
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as  follows.    In  fugar,  fix  thoufand  acres:  In  cotton,  provifions, 
and  pafturage,  two  thoufand  each.     None  other  of  the  tropical 
ftaples  are  raifed.    Its  average  crop  from  1784  to  1788,  were 
2,737  hogfheads  of  fbgar  of  fixteen  hundred  weight,  1,107 
puncheons  of  Rum,  and  275  bales  of  cotton.     The  exports  of 
1787,  and  their  value  at  the  London  market,  will  be  feen  in  ai 
table  annexed  to  this  chapter.     They  are  produced  by  the  la- 
bour of  one  thoufand  three  hundred  whites,  and  about  ten; 
thoufand  negroes., 

The  government  is  admlniftered  in  this,  as  in  the.  other.- 
iflands,  by  a  legiflature  of  its  own,  under  the  captain  general. 
The  council  confifts  of  fix  members,  and  the  afiTembly  of  eight, 
two  from  each  of  the  four  diltridls  into  which  it  is  divided  j  and 
the  proportion  which  Montferrat  contributes  to  the  falary  of 
the  captain  general  is  £.^00  per  annum. 


Section   V. 
VIRGIN      ISLAND  S. 

GF  the  Virgin  Iflands  I  have  fo  few  particulars  to  commu- 
nicate, that  I  fear  the  reader  will  accufe  me  of  inattention  or 
idlenefs  in  my  refearches.  I  have,  however,  folicited  informa- 
tion of  thofe  who  I  thought  were  mofi:  likely  to  afford  it  3  but 
if  my  enquiries  were  not  flighted,  my  expectations  were  not  gra- 

VoL.  I,  3  N.  tified,, 
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BOOK  tiHed.  Even  in  a  late  liirtorical  account  by  Mr.  Suckling,  the 
Ilf-  cb-ief  juftice  of  thefe  iflands,  I  find  but  little  of  which  I  can 
avail  myfelf.  It  furniflies  no  particulars  concerning  their  ex- 
tent, their  cultivation,  or  their  commerce.  It  is  filent  as  to  the 
number  of  their  prefent  Englifli  inhabitants.  The  author  is 
even  mifmformed  as  to  the  origin  of  their  prefent  name ;  "for 
he  fuppofes  that  it  was  beftovved  upon  them  in  1580,  by  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  in  honour  of  Queen  Elizabeth;  but  the  faifi;  is, 
that  thefe  iflands  were  named  Las  Virgines,  by  Columbus  him- 
felf,  who  difcovered  them  in  1493,  and  gave  them  this  appella- 
tion in  allufion  to  the  well  knovv^n  legend  in  the  Romifia  ritual 
of  the  11,000  virgins. 

The  Spaniards  of  thofe  days,  however,  thought  them  un- 
worthy of  further  notice.  A  century  afterwards  (1596)  they 
were  vifited  by  the  earl  of  Cumberland,  in  his  way  to  the  attack 
of  Porto  Rico,  and  the  hiftorian  of  that  voyage,  whofe  narra- 
tive is  preferved  in  Hakluyt's  collection,  calls  them  "  a  knot 
"  of  little  iflands  wholly  uninhabited,  fandy,  barren,  and  crag- 
"  gy."  The  whole  group  may  comprehend  about  forty  iflands, 
iflots,  and  keys,  and  they  are  divided  at  prefent  between  the 
Englifli,  the  Spaniards,  and  Danes.  The  Englifh  hold  Tor- 
tola,  and  Virgin  GordzfeJ,  Jofvan  Dykes,  Guana  Ifle,  Beef 
and  Thatch  Jflands,  Ajiegada,  Nichar,  Prickly  Pear,  Camana's, 
Ginger,  Cooper's,  Salt  Ifland,  Peter's  Ifland,  and  feveral  others 
of  little   value.      The    Danes    polfefs  Santa    Cruz  {"/J,    St. 

Thomas, 

(e)  This  laft  is  likewife  called  Pennifton,  and  corruptly  Spanifh  Town.  It 
ii;is  two  very  good  harbours. 

(f)  Ste.  Croix,  or  Santa  Cru?,  belonged  originally  to  the  French,  and  wa« 
/bid  by  them  to  the  Danes,  in  1733,  for  the  fum  of  75,000/.    Its  inhabitants  are 

chiefly 
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Thomas,  vAth.  about  twelve  fmaller  iilands  dependent  thereon,     CHAP. 
and  St.  John,  which  laft  is  of  importance  as  having  the  beft  ^^-     " 

harbour  of  any  iiland  to  the  leeward  of  Antigua,  and  the 
Spaniards  claim  Crab  Ifland,  the  Green  or  Serpent  Iiland,  the 
Tropic  Keys,  and  Great  and  Little  PaiTage. 

The  iiril  pofTeiTors  of  fuch  of  thefe  iilands  as  now  belong 
to  the  Britiih  government,  were  a  party  of  Dutch  Bucaniers 
who  fixed  themfelves  at  Tortola  (in  what  year  is  not  recorded) 
and  built  a  fort  there  for  their  protedlion.  In  1666,  they  were 
driven  out  by  a  ftronger  party  of  the  fame  adventurers,  who^ 
calling  themfelves  Englifh,  pretended  to  take  poffeffioiT  for  the 
crown  of  England,  and  the  Englifh  monarch,  if  he  did  not 
eommiffion  the  enterprize,  m.ade  no  fcruple  to  claim  the  benefit 
of  it ;  for  Tortola  and  its  dependencies  were  foon  afterwards, 
annexed  to  the  Leeward  Ifland  government,  in  a  eommiffion 
granted  by  King  Charles  II.  to  Sir  William  Stapleton,  and  I 
believe  that  the  Englilh  title  has  remained  unimpeached  from, 
that  time  to  this.. 

The  Dutch  had  made  but  little  progrefs  in  cultivating  the' 
country  when  they  were  expelled  from  Tortola ;  and  the  chief 
merit  of  its  fubfequent  improvements  was  referved  for  fome 
Englifh.  fettlers  from  the  little  ifland  of  Anguilla,  who,  about  a- 
century  paft,  embarked  with  their  families  and  fettled  in  the 
Virgin  Iflands.     Their  wants  were  few,  and  their  government 

chiefly  Englifti,  and  the  lands  being  exceedingly  fertile,  the  produce  of  Uiis  little, 
ifland  (moft  of  which  I  believe  is  fmuggled  into  Great  Britain  as  the  produce  of. 
Tortola)  is  very  confiderable,  particularly  fugar.. 

3  N  i  fipiple. 
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BOOK  finiple  and  unexpenfive.  The  deputy  governor,  with  a  council 
m-  nominated  from  among  themfelvcc,  exercifed  both  the  legida- 
tive  and  judicial  authority,  determining,  iil  a  fummary  manner, 
without  a  jury,  all  queftions  between  fubjcft  and  iubjeft;  and 
;as  to  taxes,  there  feem  to  have  been  none  laid  :  when  money 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  for  publick  ufe,  it  was  raided,  I  believe, 
jby  voluntary  contribution. 

vUnder  fuch  a  fyflem,  it  was  Impoffible  that  the  colony 
could  attain  to  much  importance.  It  wanted  the  advantage  of 
Englifh  capitals ;  but  credit  is  fparingly  given  where  payment 
cannot  eafily  be  enforced.  The  inhabtants  therefore,  whofe 
numbers  in  1756,  amounted  to  1,263  whites,  and  6,121  blacks, 
reafonably  hoped  to  be  put  on  the  fame  footing  with  the  filler 
iHands,  by  the  eftablifliment  of  a  perfe<fl  civil  government,  and 
conftitutional  courts  of  juflice  among  them;  but  in  this  ex- 
pedation  they  were  not  gratified  until  the  year  1773-  In  that 
year,  they  prefented  an  humble  petition  to  the  captain-general 
of  the  Leeward  Ifland  government,  requefting  his  excellency  to 
unite  with  them  in  an  application  to  his  MajeAy,  for  permiffion 
to  eled  an  affembly  of  reprefentatives  out  of  the  freeholders  and 
planters,  in  order  that  fjch  affembly,  with  the  governor  and 
council,  might  frame  proper  laws  for  their  peace,  welfare,  and 
good  government ;  pledging  i6emje/ves,  in  that  cafe,  to  grant  to 
his  MajeJ.'y,  his  heirs  and  JhcceJJ'ors,  an  impoji  of  four  and  a 
ha f  per  centum,  in  fpecie,  upon  all  goods  and  commodities  the 
growth  of  thefe  ifands,  fmilar  to  that  which  was  paid  m  the 
other.  Leeward  Iflands. 

Their 
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Their  application  (thus  fweetened)  proved  fuccefsful.  It 
■was  lignified  to  them  that  his  Majefty,  fully  confidering  the 
perfons,  circumftances,  and  condition  of  his  faid  Virgin  lilands, 
and  the  neceflity  there  was,  from  the  then  ftate  of  their  culture 
and  inhabitancy,  that  feme  adequate  and  perfed:  form  of  civil 
government  fhould  be  eftablifhed  therein  ;  "  and  finally  trufting 
*'  that  his  faithful  fubje(5ls  iii  his  faid  Virgin  Iflands,  who 
*'  fhould  coropofe  the  new  aflembly,  would,  as  the  firfl  a6t  of 
"  legillation,  cheerfully  make  good  the  engagement  of  granting 
*'  to  his  Majefty,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  the  impoft  of  four 
**  and  a  half  per  centum,  on  all  the  produce  of  the  Virgin 
*•  Iflands,  to  be  raifed  and  paid  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
*♦  four  and  a  half  per  centum  is  made  payable  in  the  other 
"  Leeward  Iflands,"  did  caufe  his  royal  pleafure  to  be  fignified 
to  the  governor  in  chief,  that  he  fhould  iffue  writs  in  his 
Majefly's  name,  for  convening  an  aflembly  or  houfe  of  repre- 
fentatives,  who,  together  with  a  council,  to  be  compofed  of 
twelve  perfons,  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  might  frame  and  pafs  fuch  laws  as  fhould  be  necefl*ary 
for  the  welfare  and  good  government  of  the  faid  Iflands. 

Accordingly,  on  the  30th  of  November,  1773,  the  gover- 
nor in  chief  of  the  Leeward  Iflands,  in  obedience  to  his  Ma- 
jefly's orders,  iflried  a  proclamation  for  convening  an  aflTembly 
or  houfe  of  rcprefentatives  of  the  Virgin  Iflands,  who  met  on 
the  I  fl;  of  February  following,  and  very  honourably  complied 
with  their  engagement  to  the  crown  ;  the  very  firfl  aiSt  pafled 
by  them  being  the  grant  before  mentioned  of  four  and  a  half 
per  centum,  on  the  produce  of  the  colony  for  ever.  They  after- 

9  wards 
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BOOK    wards  pafl'ed  a  grant  of  £.  400  currency  per  annum,  as  their 
III.  proportion  towards  the  falary  of  the  governor-general. 

Such  was  the  price  at  which  the  Virgin  Iflands  purchafed 
the  eftablifliment  of  a  conftitutional  legiflature.  If  it  be  dif- 
ficult to  reconcile  this  precedent  with  the  dodlrines  which  have 
been  maintained  in  the  cafe  of  Grenada,  it  may  perhaps  be  faid 
(as  i  b'^lieve  the  fadl  was)  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iilands 
were  unapprifed  of  thc^  rights  which  they  inherited  as  Britifh 
fubjecls,  when  they  voluntarily  propofed  to  fubjedt  themfelves 
and  their  pofterity  to  the  tax  in  queftion  for  permiffion  to  en- 
joy them;  and  their  pofterity  may  perhaps  difpute  the  authority 
which  their  forefathers  exercifed  on  this  occafion. 

The  chief,  and  almoA  the  only  ftaple  productions  of  thefe 
iflands  are  fugar  and  cotton.  Of  the  quantity  of  land  appro- 
priated to  the  cultivation  of  cither,  I  have  no  account,  nor  can 
I  venture  even  to  guefs,  at  the  quantity  of  unimproved  land 
which  may  yet  be  brought  into  cultivation  :  Tortola  itfelf  is 
not  more  than  fifteen  miles  long,  and  fix  miles  broad:  the 
exports  of  1787  will  prefently  be  given,  and  I  have  only  to 
add,  that  they  were  raifed  by  the  labour  of  about  one  thou- 
(and  two  hundred  whites,  and  nine  thoufand  blacks. 

HAVING  fo  far  treated  of  the  feveral  iflands  which 
conflitute  what  is  called  the  Leeward  Ifland  Government,  as 
they  fland  diflinft  from  each  other,  I  clofe  my  account,  as  in 
formier  cafes,  with  an  authentick  Table  of  their  Returns  for 
1787  ;  after  which,  I  fhall,  as  propofed,  offer  a  few  cbfervu- 
tions  on  circumflances  which  are  common  to  them  ail. 

a  An 
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O  O  K  IN  furveying  thefe  iilands  coUedtively,  the  circumftance 

m-  that  firft  'prefents  itfelf  to  notice  is  the  burthen  of  the  four  and 
half  per  centum  on  their  exported  produce,  to  which  they  are 
all  fubjed  equally  with  Barbadoes,  and  which,  though  granted 
by  their  own  affemblies,  was  in  moil  other  cafes,  as  well  as  the 
Virgin  Iilands,  the  price  of  a  conftitutional  legiflature,  and  a 
communication  of  the  common  privileges  of  Britilh  fubjeds-. 

It  would  without  doubt  be  fatisfa6tory  to  the  reader  to  be 
furniilied  with  an  account  of  the  produce  of  this  duty,  and 
the  particulars  of  its  difpofal,  but  no  fuch  information,  to  my 
knowledge,  has  of  late  years  been  given  to  the  publick.  The 
laft  return  that  I  am  poffefTed  of,  is  dated  fo  long  ago  as  the 
year  1735.  From  thence  it  appears,  that  the  whole  money 
eolle6led  on  this  account,  both  in  Barbadoes  and  the  Leeward: 
Iilands,  in  twenty-one  years,  (from  Chriflmas  1713  toChriftmas 
1734)  amounted  to  ^T.  326,529.  2j.  3^5.  fl:erling,of  which  ijtis 
ihameful  to  relate  that  no  more  than  ;^.  140,032.  13 j.  5^!.. 
was  paid  into  the  Britifh  Exchequer ;  upwards  of  ^.80,000, 
having  been  retained  in  the  Iilands  for  the  charges  of  collect-* 
ing,  and  ^.  105,000  more,  expended  in  Great  Britain  in  the 
payment  of  freight,  duties,  commiffions,.  fees  of  office,  and' 
other  claims  and  dedudions  'fsJ^ 

(g)  Some  years  after  this,  a  new  mode  of  colleding  the  duties  was,  I  believe, , 
sdopted,  which  rendered  the  tax  more  productive  to  government. 

FroM' 
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From  the  net  money  paid  into  the  exchequer,  the  Gover- 
nor General  of  thefe  iflands  receives  a  falary  of  £.  1,200 
fterling,  exclufive  of  the  feveral  fums  granted  him  by  the 
colonial  affemblies  fgj,  and  I  beUeve  that  falaries  are  allowed 
from  the  fame  fund  to  the  Lieutenant  General,  and  the  feveral 
Lieutenant  Governors.  I  have  been  informed  too,  that  the 
Governors  of  the  Bahama  and  Bermudas  iilands  are  likewife 
paid  out  of  this  duty.  The  balance  which  remains,  after 
thefe  and  fome  other  deductions  are  made,  is  wholly  at  the 
king's  difpofal. 

But  it  is  impoffible  not  to  obferve,  that  almoft  all  the  iflands 
within  this  government,  as  well  as  Barbadoes,  have  been,  for 
many  years  paft,  progreffively  on  the  decline ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore probable  that  the  prefent  net  produce  of  this  duty  is  not 
more  than  fufficient  to  defray  the  feveral  incumbrances  with 
which  it  is  loaded.  The  negroes  indeed  have  been  kept  up, 
and  even  augmented,  by  purchafe,  becaufe,  as  the  lands  have 
become  impoverifhed,  they  have  required  a  greater  expence  of 
labour  to  make  them  any  way  produftive  -,  but  as  the  returns 
have  not  increafed  in  the  fame  degree,  nothing  could  have 
faved  the  planters  from  ruin,  but  the  advanced  price  of  fugar 
in  the  markets  of  Europe. 

It  appears  from  authentick  accounts  laid  before  parliament, 

(i)  Thefe  grants  are  as  follow:  Antigua  and  St.  Chriftopher's  £.  looo 
currency  each.  Nevis  £.  400.  Montferrat  £,  400.  Virgin  Iflands  jT.  400. 
The  ufual  rate  of  exchange  is  16^  per  cent.  Thefe  fums  therefore,  added  to 
j^.1200  flerling,  paid  out  of  the  exchequer,  make  his  whole  falary  jC.  3000  fter- 
ling per  annum, 

VoL.L  -2   O  that 
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that  the  import  of  fugar  into  Great  Britain  from  all  the  Britifli 
Weft  Indies  (Jamaica  excepted)  has  decreafed,  in  the  courfe 
of  twenty  years  from  3,762,804  cwt.  to  2,563,228  cwt.  (h). 
The  difference  in  value,  at  a  medium  price,  cannot  be  lefs  than 
^.  400,000  fterling,  and  it  will  be  found  to  have  fallen  chiefly 
on  thofe  iflands  which  are  fubjed:  to  the  duty  in  queftion  ;  (o 
the  effects  of  which,  therefore,  the  deficiency  muft  be  chiefly 
attributed :  for  being  laid,  not  on  the  land,  but  on  the  produce 
ef  the  land,  it  operates  as  a  tax  on  induftry,  and  a  penalty 
which  falls  heavleft  on  the  man  who  contributes  moft  to  aug- 
ment the  v/ealth,.  commerce,  navigation,  and  revenues  of  the 
mother-country.  It  is  confidered  by  the  planters  as  equal  to 
ten  per  cent^  on  the  net  produce  of  their  eftates  for  ever. 
Under  fuch  a  burthen,  which  while  it  oppreiTes  the  colonies, 
yields  a  profit  of  no  great  confideration  to  the  crown,  they  have 
been  unable  to  ftand  a  competition  with  the  'Britifli  planters 
In  the  other  iflands,  and  have  been  deprefl'ed  fl:ill  more  by  the 
rapid  growth  and  extenfive  opulence  of  the  French  colonies  in 
their  neighbourhood.  Thus  a  check  has  been  given'  to  the 
fpirit  of  improvement,  and  much  of  that  land  which,  though 
fomewhat  impoveriflied  by  long  cultivation,  would  ftill,  with 
the  aid  of  manure,  contribute  greatly  to  the  general  returns,  is 
abandoned,  becaufe  the  produce  of  the  pooreft  foil  is  taxed  as 
high  as  that  of  the  moft  fertile. 

To  the  lofs  arifing  from  a  decreafe  of  produce,  accompanied 
with  an  increafe  of  contingent  expences,  muft  he  added  the 
ruinous  effedts  of  capture  in  the  late  American  war.     The 

(h)  Being  the  average  of  two  periods,. th?  firft  from  1772  to  1775,  the  feconJ 
from  1788  to  179a. 

damages 
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damages  fuftained  in  St.  Chriflopher's  alone,  by  De  Grajfei 
invafion  in  1782,  from  the  deftrudtion  of  negroes  and  cattle, 
and  the  burning  of  the  canes,  were  eftimated  at  _^.  j  60,000 
fleriing,  which  fum  was  made  up  to  the  fufferers  by  a  poll- 
tax  on  the  flaves,  of  no  lefs  than  forty  Ihillings.  The  annual, 
taxes  for  defraying  the  current  charges  of  their  internal  govern- 
ments, in  all  the  iflands,  are  alfo  exceedingly  burthenfomc; 
befides  parifh  taxes  for  the  repair  of  the  roads,  the  maintenance 
of  the  clergy,  and  the  relief  of  the  poor. 

But,  under  all  thefe  and  the  other  difcouragements  which 
are  felt  by  the  proprietors,  the  wealth  which  ftill  flows  from  thefe 
little  dependencies  into  the  mother-country,  mufl:  fill  every  re- 
fledling  mind  v/ith  furprife  and  admiration.  An  extent  of  culti- 
vated territory,  not  equal  to  one-tenth  part  of  the  county  of 
ElTex,  adding  yearly  one  million  and  a  half  to  the  national  in- 
come, is  a  circumftance  that  demonftrates  beyond  all  abftrad: 
reafoning,  the  vaft  importance  to  Great  Britain  of  having 
fugar  iflands  of  her  own.  At  the  fame  time,  it  is  both  amufing 
and  inflirudive  to  conflder  how  little  the  prefent  returns  from 
thefe  iflands  are  anfwerable  to  the  hopes  and  expedtations  of 
their  firft  European  pofleflbrs ;  or  rather  it  affords  an  animated 
illuflration  of  the  wifdom  of  Providence,  which  frequently 
renders  the  follies  and  weaknefTes  of  man  productive  of  good. 
The  firil  Englifh  adventurers  were  influenced  wholly  by  the 
hopes  of  opening  a  golden  fountain,  fimilar  to  that  which  was 
flowing  from  Peru  and  Mexico  into  Spain.  The  nation  was 
told  of  countries  where  the  mountains  were  compofed  of  dia* 
monds,  and  the  cities  built  wholly  of  ingots  of  gold.  Such 
30a  were 
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were  the  dreams  of  Cabot,  Frobifher,  and  Gilbert,  and  it  is  a 
lamentable  difplay  of  the  power  of  avarice  on  the  human  mind, 
to  behold  the  fagacious  and  learned  Raleigh  bewildered  in  the 
fame  folly  !  Experience  has  at  length  corrected  this  frenzy, 
and  Europe  is  now  wife  enough  to  acknowledge  that  gold  and 
filver  have  only  an  artificial  and  relative  value ;  that  induflry 
alone  is  real  wealth,  and  that  agriculture  and  commerce  are  the 
great  fources  of  national  profperity. 

The  produce  of  thefe  iflands  however,  though  of  fuch  value 
to  the  mother-country,  is  raifed  at  an  expence  to  the  cultivator, 
which  perhaps  is  not  equalled  in  any  other  purfuit,  in  any 
country  of  the  globe.  It  is  an  expence  too,  that  is  permanent 
and  certain ;  while  the  returns  are  more  variable  and  fludtuat- 
ing  than  any  other  j  owing  to  calamities,  to  which  thefe  coun- 
tries are  expofed,  both  from  the  hands  of  God  and  man ;  and  it  is 
mournful  to  add,  that  the  felfifh  or  miftaken  policy  of  man  is 
fometimes  more  deftrutlive  than  even  the  anger  of  Omnipotence ! 

At  the  time  that  I  write  this,  (1791)  the  humanity  of  the 
Britifh  nation  is  tremblingly  alive  to  the  real  or  fiditious  dif- 
trelTes  of  the  African  labourers  in  thefe  and  the  other  iflands  of 
the  Weft  Indies  :  and  the  holders  and  employers  of  thofe  peo- 
ple feem  to  be  marked  out  to  the  publick  indignation  for  pro- 
fcription  and  ruin.  So  flrong  and  univerfal  a  fympathy  allows 
no  room  for  the  fober  exercife  of  reafon,  cr  it  would  be  remem- 
bered, that  the  condition  of  that  unfortunate  race,  muft  depend 
greatly  on  the  condition  and  circumftances  of  their  owners. 
Oppreffion  towards  the  principal,  will  be  felt  with  double  force 

by 
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by  his  dependants,  and  the  blow  that  wounds  the  mafler,  will     CHAP, 
exterminate  the  Have.  ,        _'    , 

The  propriety  of  thefe  remarks  will  be  feen  in  fubfequenf 
parts  of  my  work,  when  I  come  in  courfe  to  treat  of  the  flave 
trade  and  flaveryj,  and  to  confider  the  commercial  fyftem  of 
Great  Britain  towards  her  Weft  Indian  dependencies,  of  which 
I  have  now  completed  the  catalogue.  Here  then  I  might 
clofe  the  third  book  of  my  hiflory,  but  it  has  probably  occur- 
red to  the  reader,  that  I  have  omitted  the  two  governments  of 
Bahama  and  Bermudas  (i) ;  to  which  indeed  it  was  my  intention, 
when  I  began  my  work,  to  appropriate  a  diftindt  chapter.  An 
examination  of  my  materials  has  induced  me  to  alter  my  pur- 
pofe  ;  finding  myfelf  poffeiTed  of  fearce  any  memorials  concern- 
ing the  civil  hiftory  of  thofe  iflands,  that  are  not  given  in  the 
numerous  geographical  treatifes  with  which  the  flielves  of  the 
bookfellers  are  loaded.  To  repeat  therefore  what  may  be  found 
in  books  that  are  always  at  hand,  were  to  manifeft  difrefpedt  to 
the  reader,  and  difregard  to  myfelf.  Of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  Bahama  Iflands,  I  need  not  be  afhamed  to  acknowledge  my, 
ignorance,  inafmuch  as  even  the  lords  of  the  committee  of 
council  for  the  affairs  of  trade  and  plantations,  were  unable  to 
obtain  fatisfaftory  Information  concerning  it.  To  their  lord- 
ihips  enquiries,  in  1789,  as  to  the  extent  of  territory  in  thofe 
iflands, — the  quantity  of  land  in  cultivation, — the  number  of 

{'i)  I  have  alfo  pafled  over  unnoticed  the  fmall  iflands  of  Anguilla  and  Bar- 
buda, as  being  of  too  little  importance  to  merit  particular  defcription.  The 
former  belongs  to  the  Leeward  Ifland  government;  the  latter  is  the  private  pro- 
perty of  the  Codrington  family. 

KA  white 
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white  inhabitants, — produdions  and  exports,  &c.  the  only  an- 
fvvcr  that  could  be  obtained  from  the  Governor  was  this,  that 
it  loas  at  that  time  hnpojjibk  to  a/certain  any  of  thofc  particukcrs. 
It  appears,  however,  from  the  teftimony  of  other  perfons,  that 
thefc  iflands  in  general  are  rocky  and  barren ;  that  the  only  ar- 
ticle cultivated  for  exportation  is  cotton,  of  which  the  medium 
export  is  fifteen  hundred  bags  of  two  cwt. ;  that  the  inhabitants 
(vv^ho  in  1773  confifted  of  two  thoufand  and  fifty-two  whites, 
and  two  thoufand  two  hundred  and  forty-one  blacks)  have  beea 
of  late  years  confiderably  augmented  by  emigrants  from  North 
America  j  but  of  their  prefent  numbers  no  precife  account  is 
given. 

Concerning  Bermudas  Governor  Brown  Is  more  explicit. 
From  his  anfwers  to  their  Lordfliips'  queries,  it  appears  that 
they  contain  from  twelve  to  thirteen  thoufand  acres  of  very 
poor  land,  of  which  nine  parts  in  ten  are  either  uncultivated,  or 
referved  in  woods  for  the  fupplying  of  timber  for  building 
fmall  (hips,  floops,  and  (hallops  for  fale;  this  being  in  truth  the 
principal  occupation  and  employment  of  the  inhabitants}  and 
the  veflels  wliich  they  furnifh,  being  built  of  cedar,  are  light, 
buoyant,  and  unexpenfive. 

Of  the  land  in  cultivation,  no  part  was  appropriated  to  any 
other  purpofe  than  that  of  raifing  Indian  corn,  and  efculent 
roots  and  vegetables  (of  which  a  confiderable  fupply  is  fent  to 
the  Weft  Indian  Iflands)  until  the  year  1785,  when  the  growth 
of  cotton  was  attempted,  but  with  no  great  fuccefs,  there  not 
being  at  prefent  more  than  two  hundred  acres  applied  in  this 
iine  of  culture. 

I  The 
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The  number  of  white  people  of  all  ages  in  Bermudas  Is  five 
thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty-two  ;  of  blacks  four  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  nineteen  (k). 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  lands  become  lefs  fertile  as  we  re- 
cede from  the  tropicks,  and  were  there  not,  as  there  certainly 
is,  an  unaccountable  propenfity  in  the  greater  part  of  mankind, 
to  under-rate  what  they  have  in  adlual  poflefljon,  it  would  re- 
quire but  little  effort  to  convince  the  publick  of  the  vaft  import- 
ance of  our  Wefl  Indian  dependencies  j  of  which  the  progref- 
iive  growth  has  novv'  been  traced  from  the  firft  fettlement. 
V/hat  remains  is  to  convey  that  convidlion  to  the  Englifh  reader. 
This  then,  after  taking  a  curfory  furvey,  for  the  gratification 
of  curiofity,  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  and  the  fyflem  of  agri- 
culture, will  be  the  chief  endeavour  of  the  fubfequent  volume. 

(k)  It  were  an  aft  of  great  injuftice  to  the  inhabitants  of  Bermudas,  to  omit  the 
very  honourable  teftimoiiy  which  Governor  Brown  has  tranfinitted  to  govern- 
inent,  concerning  their  treatment  of  their  negro  flaves.  "  Nothing  (he  obferves) 
can  better  fhcw  the  {fate  of  flavery  in  Bermudas  than  the  behaviour  of  the  blacks 
in  the  late  war.  There  were  at  one  time  between  fifteen  and  twenty  privateers 
fitted  out  from  hence,  which  were  partly  manned  by  negro  flaves,  who  behaved 
both  as  failors  and  marines  irreproachably ;  and  whenever  they  were  captured^ 
always  returned,  if  it  was  in  their  power.  There  were  feveral  inftances  wherein 
they  had  been  condemned  with  the  veffcl  and  fold,  and  afterwards  found  means 
to  efcape;  and  through  many  difSculties  and  hard/hips  returned  to  their  mafters- 
fervice.  In  the  fhip  Regulator,  a  privateer,  there  were  feventy  flaves.  She  was- 
taken  and  carried-  into  Bofton.  Sixty  of  them  returned  in  a  flag  of  truce  diredly 
to  Bermudas.  Nine  others  returned  by  the  way  of  New  York.  One  only  was 
laiilingj  who  died  in  the  cruize,  or  in  captivity." 

Report  of  the  Privy  Council  on  the  Slave  Trade.     Part  III, 

THE    END    OF     THE    THIRD    BOOK. 
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Vol.  I. 
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Plantae  numerofiffims  quibus  cbveftlt  globum  terraqueum  Deus  optimus  maximus,  funt 
totidem  documenta  infinitae  fapientiae,  natae  in  gloriam  fui  Creatoris,  et  in  commodum 
hominis,  cujus  eft  eas  intueri. 

AMCEN.  ACAD.  vol.  vL  p.  40. 


HORTUS      EJSrENSIS: 

O  R, 

A  CATALOGUE  of  EXOTIC  PLANTS,  in  the  Garden  of  HINTON 
EAST,  Efquire,  in  the  Mountains  of  Liguanea,  in  the  Ifland  of  Ja- 
maica, at  the  time  of  his  deceafe.     By  Arthur  Broughton,  M.  D, 


Caniia 

Amomum 

Curcuma 

k4empferia 

Thalia 


Nyctanthes 
Jasminum 

Olea 

Sybinga 

justicia 

DiANTHtRA 


Clafis    I. 
MONANDRIA. 

M  O  N  O  G  Y  N  I  A. 

indica  var.  lutea     Yellow  Indian  Shot  Eaft-Indies 

Graimm  paradifi*  Guinea  Pepper  Guinea 

Ziniiber                 Common  Ginger  Eaft-Indies 

longa                       Turmerick  Eaft-Indies 

Galanga                  Galangale  Eaft-Indies 

geniculata                Indian  Arrow-root  South-Ameiica 

Clajis    IL 
D     I    A    N    D    R    I    A. 

M  O  N  O  G  Y  N  I  A. 

Sambac  Arabian  Jafmine 

var.fl.pltno    Double   Arabian  Jaf- 
mine Eaft-Indies 
Common  Jafmine 
Narrow-leav'djafmine  Eaft-Indies 
Azorian  Jafmine  Madeira 
Yellow  Indian  Jafmine  Madeira 
European  Olive  Europe 
Sweet-fcented  Olive      China 
Common  Lilac 
Perfian  Lilac 


officinale 
lanctolatum  ? 
azorkum 
odcratijfimum 
europcea 
frapratts 
•vulgaris 
perjica 
fp.  nov.  arhorea 
amcricana 


American  Balfam 


Perfia 
Perfia 
Italy 

Virginia 


Mr.  Shakefpear,  1780 
Tho.Hibbert,Efq,  1785 

Z.  B.  Edwards,  Efq.  1783 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 


H.  Eaft^Efq.  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
M.  Wailen,  Efq.  1787 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1783 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 783 
M.  Wallen  Efq.  1774 
M.  Wallen,  E:q.  1785 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 


This  plant  has  now  feveral  times  perfefted  its  feed,  from  which  it  appears  to  be  the  true  Guinea  or 
Malagita  Pepper  and  Grains  of  Paradife  of  the  Shops  ;  it  is  not  however  an  Amomum,  but  approaches 
nearer  to  the  Limodorum  than  any  other  known  Genus. 
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Rosmarinus 

nfficinal'is 

Rofemary 

Salvia 

officinalis 

Garden  Sage 

afrkana 

African  Sage 

coccinea 

Scarlet  Sage 

Solarea 

Clary 

Piper 


nigrum 


EASTENSIS. 

Europe 

S.  of  Europe 

C.  of  G.Hope 

Eaft-Florida 
Syria 

TRIG  Y  N  I  A. 
Black  Pepper  Eaft-Indies 

Clafis    III. 
T     R     I    A    N    D     R     I     A. 


Valeriana 

Locujla 

Tamarindus 

indica 

Crocus 

fativtis 

IxiA 

rofea 
cMnenJis 

Glapiolus 

communis 

ANTHOtYZA 

athiopica 

Iris                         fumila 
WachenDoRFIA  thyrjifiora 

Lyceum 

Spartuvt 

AVENA 

Arundo 

fativa 
Bambos 

HoRDEUM 

imlgar-e 

M  O  N  O  G  Y 

Lamb's  Lettuce 
Tamarind  Tree 
Spring  Crocus 
Rofe-coloured  Ixia 
Spotted  Ixia 
Common  Flag 

Dwarf  Iris 

Rufli-leaved  Lygeum 


N  I  J. 
Portugal 
India.  America 
England 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
China 

S.  of  Europe 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
Auftria 

C.  ofG.  Hope 
Spain 


D  I  G  Y  N  I  J^ 

Oats 

Bamboo  Cane  *  Eaft-Indies 

Barley 


[Appx.  to 


Dr.Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Dr.  Tlio.  Clarke,  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 


Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.1787 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1779 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.   1789 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.   1774 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  i  788 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790' 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 79  J  ■ 
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M.  Wallen,  Efq 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177J 


T    E    T 


Clafis    IV. 
R    A    N    D     R     I    A. 


MONOGYNIJ. 


ScABIOSA 

RuBIA 
BUDLEJA 

Plantago 

CiSSUS 

o1.denlandia 
Alchemilla 

IXEX 


cretica 

airopurpurca 
Jtellata 
tinllorum 
glohofa  -j- 
lanceolata 
quadrangularis 
umbellata 
•vulgaris 


aquifoliwit 
Cajine 

710V.  Sp. 


Cretan  Scabious  ■ 
Sweet  Scabious 
Starry  Scabious- 
Madder 

Rib-wort  Plantain 

Chi 

Ladies  Mantle 

TETRAGYNIA 

Common  Holly  Britain 

Paraguay  Tea  Carolina 

Madeira 


Candia 

Italy 

Spain 

S.  of  Europe: 

Chili 

Britain 

Ijidia 

India 

Britain 


H.  Eaft;  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a- 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 
Mr.  Thame,  1 790 
H.  Eaftj  Efq.  1 788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.   1773.- 
H.  Eaftj  Efq.  1791 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 79 1 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 79 1 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774.- 

Mr.  Gale,  1772 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 


*  This  moft  valuable  produdion  is  now  fuccefsfully  cultivated  in  all  parts  of  Jamaica. 
f  Hort.  Keiuenfsy  vol.  i.  p.  1 50. 
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Claji!   V. 

PENTANDRIA. 

M  0  N  O  G  Y  N  I  Jl. 


Heliotropium 

peruvianum 

Peruvlaa  Turnfole 

Peru 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.   17S8 

Anchusa 

officinalis 

Buglofs 

Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Cynoglossum 

officinale 

Hound's-tongue  • 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

BORAGO 

officinalis 

Borage 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 

Primula 

verts 

Primrofe 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1780 

auricula- 

Auricula 

Auftria 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

Cyclamen 

perjicum 

Perfian  Cyclamen 

Candia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Azalea 

vifrofa 

White  Azalea 

N.  America  ■ 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Plumbago 

rofca 

Bengal  Lead-wort 

Bengal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Phlox 

glaberrima 

Smooth  Lychnidea 

N.  America  . 

Mr.  Thame,  1787 

Convolvulus 

Sea  iimonia 

Scammony  Bind-weed  Levant 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

pur^ureus  major 

Large  purple  Bind-w. 

America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

minor 

Small  purple  Bind-w. 

America 

H.  Eall,  Efq. 

tricolor 

Trailing  Bind-weed 

Spain 

H.  EaflyEfq. 

canarienjis 

Perennial  Bind-weed 

Canary  Iflands 

fpeciofus 

Broad-leav'd  Bind-w. 

.  Eaft-Indies 

Ipomoea 

Quamoclit 

Lidian  Creeper 

Eaft-Indies 

Campanula 

rotundifolia 

Bell-flower 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 

Cinchona* 

Hifpaniola  Bark 

Hifpaniola 

Mr.  Thame,  r  790 

CoFFEA 

arabica 

CofFee-Tree 

Arabia 

LONICERA 

Periclymenum 

Commoii  Honey fu'ckle  Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177$ 

fympkoricarpos 

St  Peter's  Wort 

Carolina 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

tartarica 

TartariaiiHoneyfuckli 

:  RulTia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.' 

MiRABILIS 

Jala:a 

Marvel  of  Peru 

E.  and  W.  Indies 

Verbascum 

Thapfus 

Gieat  Mullein 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1772 

Datura 

Mefd 

Hairy  Thorn  Apple 

Africa 

NiCOTIANA 

Talaciim 

Virginian  Tobacco 

America 

Physalis 

Alkh-ngi 

Winter  Cherry 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.   1779 

Solanum 

tuber  film 

Common  Potato 

Peru, 

Mehngcna 

Egg  Plant 

India 

Sodotiixum  ? 

Bolangena 

Africa 

Rhamnus 

Jujula 

Jujube-tree 

Eafl-Indics  ■ 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1 790 

DiOSMA 

ciliata 

Ciliated- Diofma 

C.  of  Good  Hope 

;  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

Mangifera 

indica  f 

Man2;o  Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

Lord  Rodney,  1 782 

RiBES 

grojfularia . 

Gooieberry 

Eiirope 

M.  Wallen,   Efq.  177a 

*   Affinis  Cinchona  Cariheie 

\  The  Mango  is  inferted  in  its  ufual  Place,  although  in  reality  it  is  Polygamious,  and  hitherto 
very  imperfeftly  defcribed. — N.  B.  This  Plant,  with  feveral  ethers,  as  well  as  different  Kinds  of 
Seeds,  were  found  on  board  a  French  Ship  (bound  from  tiie  Ifle  de  France  for  Hifpaniola)  , 
taken  by  Capt.  Marfliall  of  his  Majefty's  Ship  Flora,  one,  of  Lord  Rodney's  Squadron,  in' 
June  1782,  and  fent  as  a  Prize  to  this  iQand.  By  Capt.  Marfliall,  with  Lord  Rodney's  appro- 
bation, the  whole  Colleftion  was  depqfited  in.  Mr.  Eaft's  Garden,  where  they  have  been  cultivated 
with  great  affiduity  and  fuccefs. 

rvbrunf 
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VlTIS 

Celosia 


Gardenia 


All AM AND A 

ViNCA 


Nerixjm 


AsCLEPIAS 

Stapelia 
Beta 

Daucus 

Gomphrena 

coriandrum 

Pastinaca 

Anethum 

Carum 

PiMPINELLA 

Apium 

Cassine 
Sambucus 

Rhus 


LiNUM 


rtihrum 

nigrum 

•vinifera 

crijiata 

var. 
fiorida 

Tlmnbergia 

cathartica 

rofea 

alba* 

Oleander  Jl. 
fl- 
/. 


rubro 

albo 

plena 


fruticofa 
gigantea 
■variegata 
hybrida 
vulgaris 

Cai  Ota 
globofa 
jati'vum 
faiiva 
graveolens 

pcenictdum 

Carvi 

Anifum 

Petro/elinum 
graveolens 

capenjis 

Ebulus 

nigra 

Coriaria 

typhinum 


ufitatij/imum 
maritimum 


Red  Currant  Britain 

Black  Currant  Britain 

Grape  Vine 

Coclifcomb  Afia 

Buif-coloured  Cockfc.  Afia 

Cape  Jafmine  China 

Starry  Gardenia  C.  of  G.  Hope 

Galarips  South-America 

Red  Periwinkle  Eaft-Indies 

■Va  hite  Periwinkle 

Red  South-Sea  Rofe  Spain.  Portugal 

W  hite  Soutli-Sea  Rofe 

Double  Oleander 

DIG     Y    N    I    A. 


Shrubby  Swallow-wort 

Auricula  Tree 

Variegated  Stapelia 

Mangel  Wurfcl 

Common  Beet 

Garden  Carrot 

Globe  Amaranth 

Coriander 

Garden  Parfnip 

Dill 

Fennel 

Caraway 

Anife 

Parfley 

Celery 

Hottentot  Cherry 

Dn-a-f  Elder 

Black-berried  Elder 

Elm-leav'd  Sum.ach 

Virginian  Sumach 


Africa 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Europe 

England 

Britain 

India 

England 

England 

Spain.  Portugal 

England 

Britain 

Egypt  _ 

Sardinia 

Britain 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

Britain 

Britain 

S.  of  Europe 

Virginia 


PENTAGYNIJ. 


Common  Flax 
Sea  Flax 


Britain 
Italy 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 77a 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  xj-jz 


H.  Eall,  Efq.   1774 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1789 

Mr.  Thame 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft^  Efq.  1790 


Mr.  Thame,  1787 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Mr.  Thame,  1787 
Mr.  R.Lloyd,  1787 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.   177J 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.   1773 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Gale,  1772 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
H.Eaft,  Efq.  1788 


Tradescantia    Jijcolor  ■^ 
Narcissus  odorus 


Ckfis   VI. 
HEXANDRIA. 

M  O  N  O  G  Y  N  I  A. 
Purple  Spider-wort  Honduras 
Sweet-fcented  Narciff.    S.  of  Europe 


Mr.  Shakefpeare,  1782 
Mr.  Thame,  1773 


*  This  Plant  firft  appeared  here  on  a  dunghill  where  the  red  had  been  thrown  out,  and  has  fince 
continued  fteady  from  feed. 

f   Hort.  Keiumjis,  vol.  i.  p.  403. 

Taxetta 
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Taxetta 

Polyanthus  Narciflus 

Spain.    Portugal 

Mr.  Thame,  1773 

Jonqtnlla 

Jonquil ' 

Spain 

Mr.  Thame,  1773 

H^MANTHUS 

putiiceus 

Blood-Flower 

Guinea 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 

Crinum 

Americanum 

American  Crinum 

S.  America 

Zeylanicum  ? 

Ceylon  Crinum 

Eaft-Indies 

Afiaticum 

Indian  Crinum 

Eafl- Indies 

1 

Afyiccatum 

African  blue  Lily 

C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1770 

Amaryllis 

Atamafco 

Atamafco  Lily 

N.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

fcrmofij/ima 

Jacobea  Lily 

S.  America 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177^ 

regin^ 

Mexican  Lily 

S.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

Belladonna 

Belladonna  Lilly 

S.  America 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774. 

aurea 

Golden  Amaryllis 

China 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 

lojigifolia 

Long-leav'd  Amaryllis  C.  of  G.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

vadiata 

Snow-drop  Amaryllis 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 789 

•vittata 

Striped  Lilly 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 

Allium 

afcahnicum 

Jerufalem  Shallot 

Afia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

gracile  * 

African  Garlick 

Africa 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  177J 

fativum 

Garlick 

Porrum 

Leek 

Cepa 

Onion 

LiLIUM 

bulblferum 

Orange  Lily 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774. 

pomponmm 

Pomponian  Lily 

Siberia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Chalcedonicum 

Scarlet  Martagon  Lily  Levant 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

Martagon 

Purple  Martagon  Lily 

America 

Mr.  Thame,  1789 

Gloriosa 

Juperba 

Superb  Lily 

Eafl-Indies 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

TULIPA 

gefneriana 

Tulip 

Levant 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Ornithoga- 7 

LUM                 J 

pyrenaicum 

Star  of  Bethlehem 

England 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178s 

nutans 

Neapolitan  D" 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 782. 

ASPHODELUS 

ramofus 

Branchy  Afphodel 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eafl,  Efq.  1784 

Asparagus 

officinalis 

Afparagus 

England 

Drac^na 

Draco 

Dragon  Tree 

Eaft-Indies 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  177c 

ferrea 

Purple  Dracaena 

China 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

PoLYANTHES 

tubero/afl.  pleno 

Tuberofe 

Eaft-Indies 

Hyacinthus 

orientalis 

Hyacinth 

Levant 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177$ 

Aletris 

capenjis 

Cape  Aletris 

C.ofG.  Hope 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 

hyacinthoides 

Ceylon  Aloe 

Ceylon 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

Yucca 

gloriofa 
aloifolia 
draccnis 

Superb  Aloe 

N.  America. 

South-America 

South-Carolina 

Dr.  Lindfay 

Aloe 

petfoliata 

var.  barbad.  Barbadoes  Aloe 

Berberis 

vulgaris 

Berbery 

Britain 

Mrs.  Brodbelt,  1770 
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Ojlyz* 


RUMEX 


fativa 


DIG     Y    N    I    A. 

Common  Rice 

T   R    I    G     Y    N    I    A. 

Blunt-leav'd  Dock         Britain 


M,  WaUen,  Efq. 


ebtuffolius  Blunt-leav'd  Dock         Britain  M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

Hort.  Keivenfs,  voL  i.  p.  4295  faid  to  be  a  native  of  Jamaica,  but  erroneoufly. 


C&^j 
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ClaJJis  VII. 
HEPTANDRIA. 


JLSCULUS 


M    O    N    O    G^    Y    N    1    A. 

Hippocajiatium         Horfe  Chefnut  Afia 

flava  Yellow-flower'd  Chef.   N.  Carolina 

Pavia  Scarlet-flower'd  Chef,   N.  America 

Clajfis  VIII. 
OCTANDRIA. 


M    O    N    O    G     Y    N    I    A. 


Trop;eolum 
Melicocca 

XlMENIA 

Fuchsia 
Lawsonia 

Vaccinium 
Erica 

Oenothera 

Nov.  GEN.f 


minus 

bljuga 
inermis 
tripliylla 
inermis 
fpinofn 
Arajlaphyhs 
multiflora 
pumila 


Indian  Crefs 

Genip 

Smooth  Ximen"a 
Scarlet  Fuchfia 
Smooth  Lawfonia 
Prickly  Lawfonia 
Mad^".  Whortle-Berry 
Many-flower'd  Heath 
Dwarf  Primrofe 
The  Akee 


Peru 

South-America 

Eaft-Indies 

Chili 

Africa 

Eaft-Indies 

Madeira 

S.  of  Europe 

N.  America 

Africa 


Mrs.  Brodbelt,  1770 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 

H.  Eift,  Efq. 

Monf.  N'?ftoux  *,  1789 

H.  Eaft.  Efq.  1785 

Tno.  Hbbert,  Efq.  1787 

M.  vVil  '-,  Eq-  1784. 

M.  vVailen,  Efq. 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1778 


TRYGINTJ. 

*  Botanift  to  the  French  King  at  Hifpaniola. 

f  This  Plant  was  brought  here  in  a  Slave  Ship  from  the  Coaft  of  Africa,  and  now  grows  very- 
luxuriant,  producing  every  Year  large  Quantities  of  Fruit;  feveral  Gentlemen  are  encouraging  the 
Propagation  of  it.  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  hitherto  been  defcribed ;  it's  Charafters  are  as 
follows : 

Perlanthium  pentaphyllum  inferum,  foliolis  ovatis  acutis  concavis,  per.lftentibus  villofis. 
Petala  quinque  oblongo-lanceolata,  acuta,  villofa,  ad  bafm  fiirfum  flexa  et  receptaculo  adprefTa, 
calyce  alterna  et  eo  longiora. 

Filamenta  ofto  breviffima,  pilofa,  ad  bafm  Germinis  receptaculo  glandulofo  inferta.    Antheras 
oblongas  in  orbem  circa  Germen  difpofitas  et  ejufdem  fere  longitudinis. 

Germen  fubovatum  triquetrum  pilofum.     Stylus  longitudine  Germinis,  cylindricus,  pilofus. 
Stigma  obtufum. 

Capfula  carnofa,  oblonga,  utrinque  obtufa,  trigona,  trilocularis,  trivalvis,  apice  dehifcens. 
Tria,  orbicularia,  nitida,  appendice  aucSa. 
Arbor  hsec  quinquaginta  pedes  altitudine  plerumque  fuperat ;  Truncus  cortice  fubfiifco  fcabro  tegjtur 
ramis  numerofis  longis  craffis  irregularibus,  inferioribus  ad  terram  fere  dependentibus.  Folia  habet 
pinnata,  foliolis  ovato-lanceolatis  venofis  integerrimls  oppofitis  Isevibus  fuperne  nitidis,  fpithamaeis, 
utrinque  quatuor  vel  quinque,  petiolisbrevibus  tumidis.  Racemi  fimplices  ftrifti,  mul.itloti  axillares, 
longitudine  fere  pinnsrum,  pedunculis  propriis  unifloris,  ftipulis  lanceclatis,  rufo-tomentofis,  per- 
iiftentibus.  Flores  parvi  albidi  inodori.  Fru£tus  magnitudinis  ovi  anferini,  colore  flavo,  rubro, 
*  aurantiaco, 


Cal. 

CoR. 


Stam. 


PiST. 


Per. 
Sem. 
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Sapindus 


Lauuus 


Rheum 


eJulh 


TRIG 

Litchi  Plumb 


Y    N    I    J. 

China 


C/aJis  IX. 
ENNEANDRI 


Cintiaf/iomum  * 

Camphora 

■nobllis 

indicce 

fcetens 

Benzoin 

Borbonia 

SaJJaphrat 


rhaponticum 
faJmatum 


M    O    N    O    G 

Cinnamon  Tree 
Camphire  Tree 
Sweet  Bay-Tree 
Royal  Bay-Tree 
Madeira  Laurel 
Benjamin'  Tree 
Carolina  Bay-Tree 
Saflaphras  Tree 


Y   N    r   J. 

Ceylon 

Japan 

Italy 

Madeira 
Madeira 
Virginia 
Carolina 
N.  America 


TRIG     Y    N    I    A. 


Baftard  Rhubarb 
True  Rhubarb 


Afia 
China 


Dr.  Tho;  Clai-ke,  1775 


A. 


Lord  Rodney,  1783 
Dr.  The-.  (Jkrke,  17-^^ 
Mr.  Kuckan,  1770 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Gale,  177a 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772. 


Mr.  Thame,  i  786 
Mr.  Thame,  1786 


Bauhinia 

Cassia 

Poinciana 

guilandina 


Claffis  X. 
D     E     C     A    N    D    R     I 

M    O    N    O    G     Y    N    I    A. 


furpurca 
Jcandent 
variegata 
Senna 
Fiftula 
pulcherrima 

varfl.flavo  Yellow  Flower-fence     Honduras 
Moringa-\.  Horfe-radifh  Tree  Eall-Indies 


A. 


Purple  Baahinia  Eaft-Indies 

Climbing  Bauhinia  Eaft-Indies 

Variegated  Bauhinia  Eaft-Indies 

Senna  Tree  -^gypt 

Sweet  Caffia  E.  &  W.  Indies 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  i7g<» 
H.  Eaft,  El?}.  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 793 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 


Mr.  Shakefpeare,  178s 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 

RUTA 


aurantiaco,  vel  ex  utrifqiie  mixto.  Semina  tria  nitida  nigra  magnitudinis  Nucis  mofchatae,  quorum 
\jnum  faepiffime  abortit.  Semini  fingulo  adnafcitur  materies  albida  (Semen  magnitudine  excedens) 
confifteAtiae  pinguedinis  bovina;  et  aqua  lejii  er  cofta  Medullge  baud  abfimilis.  Ab  Incolis  ia 
Guinea  ad  menfas  apponitur  vel  per  fe  vel  Jufculo  vel  Pulmento  etixa. 

»  This  Tree  will  doubtlefs,  in  a  few  years,  become  a  very  valuable  Acquifition  to  the  Ifland  :  fome 
famples  of  the  Bark  lately  fent  to  England  prove  it  to  be  the  true  Ceylon  Cinnamon,  and  of  thebeft 
Kind.     It  is  now  cultivated  with  great  Attention  in  many  parts  of  the  Ifland. 

•{■  This  Tree  has  hitherto  been  generally  confidered  as  a  fpecies  of  the  Genus  Guilmdlna^  but  very 
erroneoufly,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  characters : 
Vot.  L  3  Q«  Cal, 
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RUTA 

Melia 

Quassia 

Kalmia 

Rhododen- 
dron, 

Arbutus 


gi'avcohns 

JlzsJerack 

amara 

latifolia 

angvjlifolia 

maximum 

fonticum 
Unedo 


Garden  Rue  S.  of  Europe 

Bead-Tree  Eaft-Indies 

Bitte."  Quaffia  Guiana 

Broad-leav'd  Kalmia     N.  Amenca 
Narrow-leav'd  Kalmia  N.  America 

N.  America 

Gibraltar 


Saxifraga 

i)lANTHUS 


Nov,  Gen.* 


umhrofa 
barbatus 
caryophyllus 

V. 

Chinetijis 
fuperbus 


Strawbeny  Tree 

D    I    G    Y 

London-Pride 
Sweet- William  Pink 
Ciove  July-flower 
Carnation 
China  Pink 
Superb  Pink 
Mandarin  Orange 


,W 


Ireland 

/    A. 

England 

Europe 

England 

China 
France 
Eaft-Indles 


M,  Wallen,  Efq. 

Monf.  Neftoux,  1 789 
H,  Eaft,  Efq.  1 786 
H.  Eafl^Efq.  i78'6 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 786 

H.  Eaft,' Efq.  1786 
H,  Eaft,  Efq.  1785 

M.  Wallen,  Efq,  1780 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.   1788. 

TRYG  Y~ 

Cal.      Perianthium  pentaphylhim,  foliolis  oblongis  obtufis  concavis,  tribus  fuperioribus  reflexis,  duobua 

inferioribus  patentibus. 
Cor.  Petala  quinque.  Petala  duo  fuperiora  magnitudine  foliolorum  cslycis,  plana  obtufa  reflexa 
obovata;  lateralia  duo  paulo  majora  concava  obovata  lunata  minus  reflexa;  inferius  fpatulato- 
obovatum  obtufum  concavum,  lateralibus  majus,  et  genitalibus  approximatum,  patens, 
Filamenta  novem,  quorum  quinque  tantum  fertilia,  ad  bafin  crafTa  villofa,  verfus  apices  con- 
torta,  longitudine  inEqualia,  anthera;  quinque  bicapfulares  fubrotundae.  Sterilia  quatuor 
minora  longitudine  etiam  inEequalia,  antheris  minimis  vel  nullis,  omnia  petalis  fere  dimidio 
breviora. 

German  oblongum.     Stylus  filiformis-  leviter  cui-vatus,  petalis  et  ftaminibus  longior.     S\io-ma 
acutum. 

longum  triangulare  trivalve,  utrinque  acutum. 

trlalatum,  alls  lineis  oblongis  fibi  invicem  junftif.     Nux  fragilis  rotunda.     Nucleo  rotundo 
trifulcato. 
Arbor  viginti  pedalis,  cortice    cinereo ;    Rami  patentes  numerofi.      Folia   tri  vel  quadripinnata 
fefquipedalia,  foliolis  ovalibus  obtufis  tri-linearibus  teneris  integerrimis  pedicellatis ;  glandula  parva 
pedicellata  intra  fingulas  foliolorum  divifiones.     Racemi  axillares  femipedales,  calycis  foliola  fubcar- 
nea,  petalis  albis  ad  bafin  leviter  purpureis,     Pericarpium  pedale  fulcatum,  angulis  acutis.     Calycis 
foliola  et  petala  faspe  in-egularitei' reflei:a  et  numero  varia,  fed  Petalum  inferius  femper  reftum  et 
genitalibus  approximatum, 
*  This  Shrub  has  been  introduced  into  oxu'  Gardens  here  from  England  under  the  above  Title,  but 
I  do  not  know  on  what  Authority :  the  following  are  it's  Characters,  as  nearly  as  I  have  been  able 
to  afcertain  them. 
Cal.     Perianthium  pentaphrllum  inferum,  foliolis  parvis  ovatis  erefris. 
CoK.     Petala  quinque,  laciniis  ovatis  vel  fubrotundis,  ereftis  inferis,  calyce  duplo  longloribus. 
Stam.  Filamenta  decern  circa  Germen  comprefTa,    erefta.    longitudine    CoroIlsE.     Antheras   parva 
fimplices. 

«  Fl$T. 


Stam. 


PlST. 

Per. 

Sem. 
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SiLENE 


Armcrltt 


T   R    I    G    Y   N    I  A. 

Lobel's  Gatchfly  England 


Spondias- 

Agrostemma      coronarij. 
Sedun  Anacaml^fen-, 


P    E    N    T    A    G 

South-Sea  Plum 
Role  Campion 
Evergreen  Orpine 


Y    N    I    A. 
Afia 
Italy 
S.  of  France 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773. 


Lord  Rodney,  1 78a 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 791 


ClaJ/is 
D    O    D    E    C    A 

M    O    N    0    G 


PoRTULACA         triangularis 


Halesia 
Garcinia 


Reseda 


tetraptera 
cornea  f  * 


tidorttta 


Triangular- ftalked 

Purflane 
Snow-drop  Tree 
Small  Mangoftein 


N     D     R 

Y   N    r   A. 
St.  Vincent 

Carolina 
Eaft-Indies 


I    A. 


TRIG 

Mignionette 


Y    N    I    A. 
^gypt 


Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq;  1787 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
Lo»d  Rodney,  178a 


M.  Wallen,  Efq,  1773 


Cactus  cochinillifer 

Perejkia 

PhiLadeLPHUS     connarius 
aromaticus 

Eugenia  Jamlos 


Claffis    XII. 
COSANDRIA. 

MONOGYNIA. 

Cochineal  Caftus        South-America  Monf.  Nedoux,  1789 
Spanilh  Goofeberry      South-America 

Dwarf  Syringa  S.  of  Europe  H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

Sweet-fcented  Syrlnga  New  Zealand  H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

Rofe- Apple  India  Z.  Bayly^  Efq.  1 76^ 


PisT.     Germen  fubrotundum.     Stylus  vix  uUus.     Stigma  compreflum. 

Per.    Bacca  lucida  membrano  tenui  obtefta,  pulpa  pauciffima. 

Sem.     Duo,  membrano  proprio  tefta,  ftriata,  pifi  magnitudine,  ita.ut  duo  applicata  fpheerum  con- 
ftituunt,  et  forte  femen  unicum  in  duo  fitlite. 
Frutex  quatuor  pedalis  inordinate  ramofa,  folia  petiolata  lanceolata-ovata  alterna  glabra  integer- 
rima ;  flores  axillares  congefti  fubfeffiles.    Corolla  alba.     Germen  facie  jemulat  fruftum  juniorem 
Citri  Aurantii. 

*  This  Tree  was  at  firft  fuppofed  to  be  the  true  Mangoftein,  but  having  perfected  it's  fruit,  on  com- 
parifon  with  the  defcription  given  of  the  true  Mangoftein,  we  judge  it  to  be  the  G.  cornea.  Male 
and  Hermaphrodite  flowers  are  found  on  the  fame  Tree. 

3  Q..^  Myrtus 


4^4 


HORTUS    EASTEN5IS. 


[Apps.  /* 


MrxTvs 


'S'b.-unus 


•Ckat-^gu-s 


mar.romaaa  Broad-lea v'd  M}'Tt!e' 
ifif/frt  Difich  Myrtle 
NaiTow-leaved 
Myrtle 
Gianatumfi.phNo  Dble.  flower'd Pomegr.  Spain 


1 


tamtnums 

drcfiii 
domtjika 


Peach  Tree 
■Carina  Neftarine  Tree 
Almond  Tree 
Apricot  Tree 
■Cherry  Tree 
Pluin  Tree 


O.^ycaniha 
Crus  Gain 


Africa 


England 
England 


DIG     Y    N    T    A. 

Hawthorn  Britain 

Cockfpur  Hawthorn     N.  America 


M.Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 
ai,  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke 
Mr.  Kuckan,  1 7  73 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


H.  Eafl-.Efq.  1773 
H.  Eail,  Efq. 


F    E    N    T   A    G     Y    N    I    A. 


Me€-pii.us 
Pyrus 


^ESEMBSYAN- 
THEMtJM 


"germantca 

Pyracantha 

Malus 

communis 

Cydonia 

ayJialUnum 

ZJlmaria 


Dutch  Medlar 
Evergreen  Thorn 
Apple  Tree 
Pear  Tree 
Quince  Tree 
Ice-Plant 

Meadow-Sweet 


England 

Italy 

Britain 

England 

Germany 

Greece 

Britain 


H.Tiaft,  Efq.  1774. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

M.  Wdllen,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 


1R^s& 


F*AGARIA 


POL     Y    G    Y   N    I   A. 

luiea  Yellow  Auftrian  Rofe 

cinnamcmca  Cinnamon  Rofe 

ccntifoha  -Hundred-leav'd  Rofe 

datnafcena  Damafk  Rofe 

gallka  Red  Rofej 

mufcofa  Mofs  Rofe 

mofchata  Mufti  Rofe 

alba  White  Rofe 

Tubigimfa  '   Sweet-Brier'Rofe 
iiians 


var.  ruber 
alius 

•\iar.  chiloenf. 
j^r-atenf. 


Red  Rafpberry 
White  Rafpberry 

Chili  Strawberjy 
Hautboy  Strawberry 


Germany 
S.  of  Europe 
Spain 
France 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.Wallen,  Efq. 

S.  of  Europe 
France 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

-Italy 

Europe 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

1773 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

1773 

Chili 
Britain 


M.Wallen,  Efq.  177a 
-M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 


€:iagis 
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.     Clajjis    XIIL 

POLYANDRIA. 

ilf  'O    NO     G     Y    N    J    A. 


■"Capparis 

fp'mofa 

Caper  Shrub 

-Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Ifq.  1774 

Papaver 

Rhieas 

Red  Poppy 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773, 

Thea 

virieiis 

Green-Tea  Tree 

China 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

■Bchfa 

Bohea  Tea-Tree 

:China 

^Ir.  Baker,  1771 

'Cakyophyllus 

;  aro?;:at:cus  * 

Clove  Tree 

Molucca  Iflands 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1789 

'CiSTUS 

pop-ulifoliiis 

Poplar-leiv'd  Ciftus 

Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 

iiicanus 

■   Honry-leav'd  Ciftus 

Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  ^779 

crlfLus 

Curied-kav'd  Ciftiis 

Portugal 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 779 

Tjiberaria 

Plautain-leav'd  Ciftus 

Portugal 

H.  Daft,  Efq.  1779 

Delphinium 

gfnidijiorum 

Great-flower'dLarkfp, 

.  Siberia 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Conjolida 

Branching  Larkfpur 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

datum 

Bee  Larkfpur 

Siberia 

•M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

Chinefe  Larkfpur 

China 

'H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 

ACONITUM 

Nnpdlus 

.Wolfibane 
P    E    N    T    A    G 

France 
Y    N    J    ^. 

Aquilegia 

vrtJ^aris 

Columbine  Flower 

Britain 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 

NlGHLLA 

tiamafcena 

Fennel  Flower 
P    0    L     Y    G     Y 

•Spain 
N    I    A. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  177a 

Illicium 

floridanum 

_Anifeed  Tree 

Florida 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

LlRIODENDRO-H 

TuUpifera 

Tulip  Tree 

N.  America 

H.  Eaft.,  Efq.   1.776 

Ma&noha 

grandijiora 

Laurel-leav'd  Magnol 

.  Carolina 

-Mr.  Gale,  1772' 

glauca 

Swamp  Magnolia 

N.  America 

Mt.  Gale,  177a 

acuminata 

Blue  Magnolia 

N.  America 

H..Eaft.  Efq.  1788 

Annona 

Cherimoya 

S.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 

Anemone 

horienfis 

.I.Garden  Anemone 

Italy 

M.  Wallen,  Efq,  1773 

Atragene 

'hid'-ca 

S.  America 

H.  Eaft,  Elq.  1788 

-Clematis 

Flanimida 

Virgin's  Bower 

S.  of  France 

Adonis 

autumnalis 

Flos  Adonis 

England 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

Ranunculus 

auricomus 

-Wood  Crowfoot 

Britain 

JW.Wallen,  Efq.  .1773 

SaTUS-EJA 

Hyssopus 

Nepeta 

■Lavanduia 


hdrtftijrs 
ojhdnalis 
Caiaria 
Sfica 


D 


Clqffis      XIV. 

I     D     Y     N    A 

G  Y  M  N  O  S  P 


M    I 

E  R  MI  A. 


A, 


i-Garden  Savory 

Hyflbp 

Catmint 
iCommon  Lavender 


Italy 

S.  of  Europe 

Britain 

,S.  of  Europe 


JI.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 


»  Two  of  thefe  Plants  were  prefented  to  Doftor  Clarke  by  Monfieur  Ne^oux,  from  the  King's 
Garden  at  Port  au  Prince;  they  appeared  in  a  very  luxuriant  State  of  Growth  on  their  Arrival, 
. bvr have  fmce  died, 

Lavamdul.6 


4^U 


HORTUS    E  AS  TENS  IS. 


[Appx.  ts 


L.^VA^•»VlA 


sideritis 
Meniha 


Glecoma 
Betonica 
Marrubium 
Origanum 

Thymus    " 

Melissa 
Dracocepha- 

LUM 
OCYMUM 


Antirrhinum 
Digitalis 

ElGNONIA 
^OWALLIA 

Sesamum 
Darleria 

VlTEX 

Pedalium 
::Meuanthus 


Staduis 

Jiiitata 

inultifida 

candicatis 

viridis 

pipeYita 

Pulegium 

hederacca 

officinalis 

fulgarc 

Oiiites 

Majorana 

vulgaris 

■majlichina 

officinalis 

Rityjchiana 

3roldavica 
Bajilicum 


tnajus 

ajarina 

purpurea 

amhigua 

Catalpa 

data 

orientale 

prionites 

^gnus  Caftiis 

Murex 

major 


French  Lavender 
Tooth'd-leav'd  Lav. 
Canary  Lavender 
Iron-wort 
Spear-Mint 
Pepper-Mint 
Pennyroyal 
Ground  Ivy 
Wood  Betony 
Horehound 
Pot  Marjoram 
Sweet  Marjoram 
Garden  Thyme 
Maftick  Thvme 
Balm 


Moldavian  Balm 
Su-eet  Bafil 


S.  of  Europe 

S.  of  Europe 

Canary  Iflands 

Madeira 

England 

England 

Britain 

Britain 

"Britain 

Britain 

Sicily 

Italy- 
Spain 
Britain 
Sweden 

Moldavia 
Perfia 


^NGIOSPERMIJ. 


Snap-dragon 
Toad-flax 
Purple  Fox-glove 
Yellow  Fox-glove 
Trumpet-flower 
Upright  Browallia 
Vanglo,  or  Oil  Plant 
Thorny  Barleria 
Challe  Tree 
Prickly-fruited  Pedal. 
Honey-flower 


England 

Italy 

Britain 

Switzerland 

Carolina 

Peru 

Eaft-Indies 

India 

Sicily 

Eafl-Indies 

C.  of  G.Hope 


H.  Eafl,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.   1787 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1784 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 


H.  Ealt,  E{<i. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq, 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178S 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774, 
M.  WaUen,Efq. 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 784 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
Monf.  Neftou.x,  1789 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 


ClaJJis      XV. 
TETRADYNAM 


I     A. 


S  I  L  I  C  U  L 

0  S  A. 

Iepidium 

latifolium 

Pepper-wort 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

fativum 

Garden  Crefs 

Germany 

■COCHLEARJA 

officinalis 

Scurvy-grafs 

Britain 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 

Armm'acia 

Horfe-radifti 

England 

Iberis 

umbellata 

Candy,  tuft 

S.  of  Europe 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1775 

Alyssum 

halimifolium 

Sweet  Alyflbn 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 774. 

incanum 

Hoary  Alyflbn 

Italy 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 

LUNARIA 

jtnnua 

Honefty , 

Germany 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 

.SJLiqUOSA. 
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SILlbUOSJ. 


Sisymbrium 

Najiurtitttit 

Water-crefs 

Britain 

Cheiranthus 

Cheiri 

Wall-flower 

Britain 

incanu! 

Queen's  Stock 

Italy 

annuus 

Tea-week  Stock 

Spain 

Hesperis 

trijiis 

Night-fmelling  Rocket  Hungary- 

SiNAPIS 

alba 

White  Muftard 

Britain 

nigra 

Black  Muftard 

Britain 

Brassica. 

Rapa 

Turnep 

England 

vleracea 

Common  Cabbage 

England 

var. 

I. 

a. 
3- 

4- 

Red  Cabbage 
Savoy  Cabbage 
Cauliflower 
Brocoli 

5- 

Turnep-rooted  Cabbage 

Raphanus 

fativiis 

•var. 

,  I. 

Garden  Radifli 
Turnep  Radifli 
Black  Radifli 

Ghina 

M.Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1772 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1772 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  177a 
M.  WaUen,  Efq. 


Geranium 


Adansonia 

SiDA 

Alcea 
Malva 


Lavatera 


Clafis     XVI. 
MONADELPH 


I    A. 


PENTANDRIA. 


malacQidc! 

alch'tmilhidts 

cor'iandrifoUum 

zinale 

guerclfolium 

Radula 

vitifolium 

capitatum 

hettdirfxm 

Bohemiaim 

lavlgatum 

Hermannifolium 

falmatwn 


Mallow -leav'd  Geran. 
Mantle-leav'd  Geran. 
Coriander-leav'd  Ger. 
Horfe-flioe  Geran, 
Oak-leav'd  Geran. 

Balm-fcented  Geran. 
Rofe-fcented  Geran. 
Birchrleav'd  Geran, 


S.  of  Europe 
C,  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.  of  G.Hope 
C.of  G.Hope 
C.  of  G.  Hope 
C.of  G.Hope 
C.  of  G.Hope 
C.  of  G.Hope 
C.  of  G.Hope 
C.  of  G.Hope 


H.  Eaft,  Efq,  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178S 

H.  Eaft.  Efq,  1788 
H,  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1778 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  178S 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788' 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  i7?8 


Pentapetes  fluxnicea 


DODECANDRIJ. 

Scarlet  Pentapetes  Eaft-Indies 

POLYANDRIA. 


digilata 

indica 

rofea 

cnp'ttfis 

crifpa 

rotundlfolia 

ihurhs'taca 


Monkies-Bread 
Indian  Mallow 
Holly-hock 
Cape  Mallow 
Curl'd  Mallow 
Dwarf  Mallow 
Great-flower'd  Lav. 


Senegal 

India 

China 

C.of  G.Hope 

Syria 

Britain 

Hungary 


Dr.  The.  Clarke,  1775 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

M.Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Capt.  Jones 

M,  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 

HlBIECU^ 


4S8 

Hibiscus 


Camellia 


HDRTUS    EASTENSIS. 


[Appx. 


fopulnem 
mutabilis 
"Rofa  Ji>ie>ijis 

fyriacus 

Jicuhieu! 
Trlonum 
Sabdariffa 

japanica. 


Poplar-leav'd  Hibifc. 
Changcabk  Rofe 
Chiaa  Rofe 
Althaea  frutex 
Fig-leav'd  Hibifcus 
Bladder  Hibifcus 
Sorrel  Hibifcus 
Japan  Rofe 


Eafl  Indies 

Eaft  Indies 

China 

Syria 

Cevlon 

C.  of  O.  Hope 

India 

Japan 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wailen,  Efq. 
I\r.  Wailen,  Efq. 
M.  "Wailen,  Ef^i. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1786 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 


Erithrina 
Spartium 


Gentsta 
Ulex 


CROTAtARIA 

Crotalaria 


Ononis 
Arachis 

LUPINUS 


Phaseolus 

DoLICHOS 


Glycine 
Clitoria 


PiSUM 

Lathyrus 


ViCIA 

Cytisus 


Rosin  I A 


D 


herlaca 
grandiflora 
junceum 
fcoparivm 
monofpcrmum 
eandicans 
turopceus 
capenfis 
juncca 
retvfa 
•uerrucofa 
pallida  * 
laburnifolia 
quinqu  folia 
rotundifolia 
hjprg^a 
alius 
varius 
angujiifolius 
luteus 
vulgaris 
Lablab 
finenjis 
triloba 
ternatea 

fi.  alba 
Jalivum 
odoratus 

var. 
/ino  i tonus 
latifalius 
Faba 
Laburnum 
Cajan 
hifpiJa 
grandiii» 


Clajfis  •  XVII. 
I     A    D     E     L    P     H    I     A. 

DECANDRIA. 

Herbaceous  Coral-tree  Carolina 
Large  flowering C.  tree 
Spanifli  Broom  S.  of  Europe 

Common  Broom  Britain 

White-flower'd  Broom  Portugal 


Hoary  Genifta 
Furze  or  Whin 
Cape  Furze 
Chinefe  Crotalaria 
Wedge-leav'd  Crot. 
Blue-Hower'd  Crot. 
Pale-flower'd  Crota}. 
Shrubby  Crotalaria 


S.  of  Europe 

Britain 

C.  of  G.Hope 

China 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

Africa 

Afia 

India 

Switzerland 

Earth  Nuts  or  Pindars  South-America 

White  Lupine 

Blue  Lupine  Sicily 

Narrow-leav'd  Lupine  Spain 

Yellow  Lupine  Sicily 

Kidney-Bean  India. 

Black-feeded  Dolichos  vEgypt 


Chinefe  Dolichos 

Blue  Clitoria 
White  Clitoria 
Garden  Pea 
Sweet  Pea 
Painted  Lady  Pea 
Tangier  Pea 
Broad-leav'd  Pea 
Garden  Bean 
Common  Laburnum 
Pigeon  Pea 
Rofe-Acacia 


Eaft-Indies 

India 

Eaft-Indies 

S.  of  Europe 

Sicily 

Ceylon 

Africa 

England 

-'Egypt 

Auftria 

Eaft-Indies 

Carolina 


Large-flovver'd  Acacia  Eaft-Indies 
*  Hart.  Kc'x.  vol.  iii.  p.  20- 


Mr.  Gale,  1772. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.  Wailen,  Efq.   1771 
M.  Wailen,  Efq. 
M.  Wailen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
M.  Wailen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.   1 78a 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
Dr.  Tho.  Clark,  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 79 1 

M.  Wailen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wailen,  Efq,  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 780 
M.  Wailen,  Efq.   1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 


M.  Wailen,  Efq.  1773, 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 781 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1781 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 781 

M.  Wailen,  Efq.    i  77J 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 786 
H,  Eaft,  Efq.  178a 


ROSIKIA 
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ROBINIA 
CoKONILLA 


^SCHYNOMENE 


Hedysarum 
Galega 
Lotus 
Medicago 


mitis 

•valentina 

arabica 

minima 

graneiijlora 

Sejhan 

aquatica 

gyrans 

].  urpwea 

jacob^us 

polymorpha 

var.fcutellata  Snail  Medick 
iiitertexta  Hedge-hog  Medick 


Shrubby  Coronilla 
Arabian  Coronilla 
Small  Coronilla 
Pea-Tree 

Egyptian  Pea-Tree 
Swamp  Tea-Tree 
Moving  Plant 
Purple  Galega 
Dark-flower'd  Lotus 


Eaft-Indies 

Spain 

Arabia 

S.  of  Europe 

Eaft-Indies 

Egypt 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

Eaft-Indies 

Azores 

Europe 
Europe 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1792 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
J.  G.  Kemeys,  Efq.  1774 
Dr.  The.  Clarke,  177c 
PL  Eaft,  Efq.  1780 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq, 


POL 

P 

Theobroma 

Cacao 

Ambroma 

augu/la 

D     0    J 

Monsonia 

fpeciofa 

Citrus 

I 

Media 

Claffis   XVIII. 
Y     A     D     E     L     P     H 

ENTANDRIA. 


I     A, 


Aurantium 


Df-cumana 


Chocolate  Nut-Tree     S.  America 

Maple-leav'd  Ambroma  New  S.Wales      H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1791 

DECANDRIA. 

Fine-leav'd  Monfonia  C.  of  G.  Hope      H.  Eaft,  Efq.  ijg^ 

COSANDRIA. 

Citron-Tree  Afia 

var.  I.  Lemon-Tree 

2.  Lime-Tree 

3.  Sweet  Lime-Tree 

4.  Forbidden-fruit-Tree 

5.  Grape-fruit-Tree 

Seville  Orange-Tree     India 
'ar.         Cliina  Orange- Tree 

Shaddock-Tree  India 


Hypericum 


ialeariciim 
mmiogynum 


O     L     Y    A    N 

St.  John's-wort 


D    R     I    A. 

Majorca 


Chinefe  St.  John's  wort  China 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 


SoNCHUS 

Lactuca 
Vol.  L 


Clqffis    XIX. 
SYNGENESIA. 


POL  Y  G  A  M  I  A 

oleraceus  Sow-thiftle 

fativa  Garden  Lettuce 


JE  q_U  d  L  1  S, 
Britain 


3  R 


Leontodon 


490 
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Leontodon 

T^raxi.crm 

Dandelion                       Britain 

CiCHORIUM 

E^iJhia 

Endive 

var.  cri/j, 

!a      Curled-leav'd  Endive 

Cynara 

Scolymiis 

French  Artichoke          S.  of  France 

Cardunculus 

Cardoon  Artichoke       Candia 

C'repis 

barhata 

Spanifli  Hawk-weed     S.  of  France 

gpil-ANTHUt 

Acmdla 

Balm-leav'dSpilanthus  Ceylon 

POLYGAMIA      SUPERFLl 

Tanacetum 

iii!!;are 

Garden  Tanfey             Britain 

Artemisia 

Abrctaiiunt 

Southernwood               S.  of  Europe 

JhJiTdlium 

Wormwood                   Britain 

Gnaphalium 

fatidutn 

Strong-fcented  Ever-   C.  of  G.  Hope 
laftino 

XeR  ANTHE-  ] 
MUM               J 

fpcckjijjimum 

Shewy  Xeranthemum  C.  of  G.  Hope 

Aster 

frui-C'ifus 

Shnibbv  After              C.  of  G.  Hope 

chitienjis 

Chinefe  After               China 

Amellus 

Italian  After                 Italy 

Eellis 

ferrnnis 

Field  Daify                     Britain 

Tagktes 

paiula 

French  Marygold          Mexico 

ereSla 

African  Marygold        Mexico 

Zinnia 

mulfiflora 

Red  Zinnia  '                N.  America 

Chrysan-         '^ 

THEMUM           y 

coronarium 

Garden  Chrvfanthe-     o-  -i 
mum        '                  S"=''y 

Anthemis 

notilh 

Camomile                        Britain 

AcHJl-tEA 

miJlc'folium 

Milfoil,  or  Yarrow        Britain 

POL 

Y  G  A  M I  A      FRUSTRAN 

Helianth-us 

annuus 

Common  Sun-flower    Mexico 

indtcus 

Dwarf  Sun-flower 

tuberofus 

Jerufaleai  Artichoke     Brazil 

RUDBECKIA 

lac'miata 

Virginia 

hirta 

American  Sun-flovve*  Canada 

Centaurs 

Cjanus 

Blue-bottle                    Britain 

POL 

YGAMIA      NECESSAR 

Calendula. 

eftcinalls 

Garden  Marygold          S.  of  Exirope 

Arctotis 

(olendulacea 

Marygold  Arftotis.        C.  of  G.Hope. 

LoBEXlA.  Jiphlitica 

Viola  odoraia 

Ifrtr. 
tricolor 
ImEATIEN^  Bal/aminai 


MONQGAMIA. 

Blue  Cardinal-flower    Virginia 
Sweet  Violet  Britain 

Double-flower'd  Violet  Britain 
Heart's-eafe  or  Panfies 
Gai'den  Balfam  Eaft-Indies 


[Appx.  to 

M.  V/ alien,  Efq.  1774 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 783 


M.  Wallen,  Efq. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.' I  775 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1780 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  177a 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774 

Mrs.  Duncomb,  1783 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 

E  A. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq. 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 789 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1774 

I  A. 

M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 


Monf.  Noftoux,  1 789^, 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  I  789 
Mrs.  Brodbelt,  1 769 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 773 
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Clafis    XX. 

G 

Y     N     A     N     D     R     I 

D    I    A    N    D    R    I    A. 

LiMODORUM 

Epidendrum 

tuherojum 
Tanhcrvilliet 
Famlla 

Tuberou3-rooted  Lim.  N.  America 
Chinefe  Limodorum     China 
Vanilla                          S.  Ameriea 

T    R    I    A    N    I>    R     I    A 

SiSYRINCHIJJM 

hermudtana 

N.  America 

P 

ENTANDRIA. 

Passiflora 

maliformUf 
aerulea 

Water  Lemon              Barbadoes 
Paffion  Flower              Brazil 

P 

0    L     Y    A    N    D    R    I    A. 

Arum 
Calla 

iicolor  * 
telhiopica 

Painted  Atura 

C.  of  G.  Ho] 

A. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
Mr.  Thame,  1787 


M.  Wallenv  Efq,  1780. 


H.  Eaft,  Efq. 


Casuarina 

ARTOCARPyS 


equifetifolia 
integrifclia 


Clafis    XXI. 
M    O     N     O     E     C     I    A. 

MONANDRTA 

Eaft-Indies 
Lidian  Jaca  Tree  Eaft-Indies 


T    R    I    A    N    D    R    I    A. 


Typha  latifilia 

Coix  Laayma  yobi 

PhvlLANTHUS       Niruri 


Large  Reed-mace 
Job's  Tears 
Annual  Phyllanthus 

E     T    R    A    N 


Buxus 
Urtica 


-MORUS 


Amaranthus 


Jemfifrvtrens 
dloica 
urcns 
alba 
nigra 
rubra 
papyri/era 


welanchdicus 

tricolor 

cruentus 


Britain 
Eaft-Indies 
Eaft-  Indies 

D     R     I    A. 


Box-tree  England 

Common  Nettle  Britain 

LefTcr  Nettle  Britain 

White  Mulberry  Tree  China 
Common  Mulb.  Tree  Italy 
P.ed  Mulberry  Tree      Carolina 
Paper  Mulberry  Tree  Japan 

ENTANDRIA 

Two-colour'd  Amsr.  Eaft-Indies 
Three-colour'd  Amar.  Eaft-Inu'ies 
Bloody  Amaranth  Eaft-Indies 

*  Hor(.  Kciu.  vol.  iii.  p.  316, 
3  R  a 


H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1788 
Lord  Rodney,  178* 


M.  WaUen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1782 


M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  WalJen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1784 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1774. 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1779 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 


POLY  AN. 
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POL     Y    A    N    D    R    I    J. 


QUERCUS 


JuGLANS 


Fagus 


CORYLUS 

Platanus 


Pin  lit. 


Thuja 
gupressus. 


C ROT ON 


Ilex 

Subir 

rubra 

alba 

Robur 

regla 

alba 

nigra 

Cajianea 

pumila 

Avellana 

or  lent  alls 

o.ccidentalis 


Evergreen  Oak  Tree 
Cork  Tree  " 
Red  Oak  Tree 
White  Oak  Tree 
Common  Oak  Tree 
Walnut  Tree 
White  Hickery  Tree 
Black  Walnut  Tr«e 
Chefnut  Tree 
Dwarf  Chefiiut  Tree 
Hazel-nut  Tree 
Oriental  Plane  Tree 
America  Plane  Tree 


S.  of  Europe 

S.  of  Europe 

N.  America 

^'^irginia 

Britain 

Perfia 

N.  America 

N.  America 

England 

N.  America 

Britain 

Levant 

N.  America 


MONADELPHIA. 

Jylveftris  Common  Pine  Tree     'Europe 

'Pinajkr  Clufter  Pine  Tree  Europe- 

Pinea.  StQne  Pine  Tree  Europe 

Cembra  Siberian  Pine  Tree        Siberia 

Strobus  Weymoath  Pine  Tree  N.  America 

Cedrus  Cedar  of  Libanon         Levant 

Larix  White  Larch  Tree       Germany 

orientalis  Chinefe  Arbor  Vitse      China 

fempervirens 

var.ftriBa  Upright  Cyprefs  Tree  Candia 

horizontalis  Spreading  Cypr.  Tree  Candia 

dijlkha  Deciduous  Cypr.  Tree  N.  America 

juniperoides  African  Cyprefs  Tree    C.  of  G.Hope 

Jebiferum  Tallow  Tree  China 


H^Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq. 
Mr.  Thame.  1788 
Mr.  Thame,  1788 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1773 
M.  Wallen,  Sfq.  1774 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1 786 
Mr.  Jones,  1786 
Mrs.  Brodbelt 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
Mr.  Thame,  1775 


M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  i775' 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
M.  Wallen,  Efq.  1775 
H.  Eafl,  Efq.  1788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 788 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1773 
Mr.  Thame,  1 786 
Mr.  Salt,  1 786 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1789 
John  Ellis,  Efq.  1765, 


SYNGEtJESIA. 

MoMORDICA  Bdlfdmina  Smooth  Cerafee  India 

Charantia  Hairy  Cerafee  Eaft  Indies 

CucuRBiTA  Pepo  Pumpkin  Gourd 

Melopepo  Squafti  Gourd 

Gtrullus  Water  Melon  S.  of  Europe 

CucUMlS  Melo  .    Common  Melon 

Dudaim  Apple-ftiap'd  Cucum.  Levant  H,  Eaft,  Efq, 

fatlvus  Common  Cucumber 

flexucfus  Turkey  Cucumber 

SicYos :  angulata  Chocho  Vine  America 


Glajts 
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Pandakus 

odoratijjimus 

Salix 

babylonka 

Myeica 

cerifera 

PiSTACIA 

Spinacia 

officinarum 
Terebmihus 
Lentifcus 
oleracea 

Cannabis 

fativa 

Smllax 

Sarfaparilla 

POPULUS 

balfamtfcra 

SCHINUS 

molle 

ciafis  XXI r. 

D     I     O     E     C     I    A. 

M    O    N    A    N    D    R    I    J. 
Screw  Pine  Ceylon 

D    I    A    N    D    R     I    A. 

Weeping  Willow  Italy- 

T    E     T    R    A    N  D    R    I'  A. 

Candleberry  Myrtle  Cai-olina 
PENTANDRIA. 

Piftacliia  Tree  Greece 

Turpentine  Tree  S.  of  Europe 

Maftick  Tree  S.  of  Europe, 
Garden  Spinage  ■ 

Hemp  .  India 

H    E    X-  A    K-  D    R    I    A. 

Sarfaparilla  America 

O     C     TAN    D    R     I    A. 

Tacamahac  Poplar  Tree  Siberia 

D    E     CAN    D    R    I    A. 
Peruvian  Maftick  Tree   Peru 


Lord  Rodney,  178a 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 789 

M.  Wallen,  Efq. 
Z.Bayly,  Efq.  1765* 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1 79 1 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1783 


Nov.  Genj  ? ; 


ClaJ/is    XXIII.- 

P     O     L     Y     G     A     M     I     A. 

MONOECIA. 
Bichy  Tree  f  Guinea 


Termikalia 


*  It  was,  firft  planted  by  Mr.  Bayly,  at  Nonfuch  Plantation,  in  St.  Mary's  parifti,  and  gi-ew  with  great 
luxuriancy,  but  feems  not  to  have  been  generally  cultivated  with  that  care  which  it  merits. 

f  This  Tree  is  noticed  by  Sir  Hans  Sloane  in  his  Natural  Hiftory  of  Jamaica,  as  having  been  im- 
ported fi-om  the  Coaft  of  Guinea,  and  planted  in  the  mountains  of  Liguanea;  it  ftill  continues  to 
grow  there,  as  well  as  in  many  other  parts  of  the  South  Side  of  the  Ifland  ;  the  following  Charaders 
were  taken  from  a  Tree  growing  in  the  Garden,  which  perfedled  its  fruit. 

Hermaphroditus  Flos. 
CaL;     Nullus. 

CoR'     Monopetala  quinquepartita  infera,  laciniis  ovatis  acutis  craffis  fubvillofis,  ftriatis  patento-ereftis, 
Neftarium  concavum,  includens  Germen,  margine  decem-dentato, 

*  Stam. 


494 


HORTUS    EASTENSIS. 


[Appx.  to  Vol.  I. 


Termikalia 
Acer 


Mimosa 


Fraxinus 


Ceratonia 
Ficus 


Ciitajipa 

P feu  do-  Plat  anus 

rubyu^n 
foifitha 
farnejiana 

iiilolica 

Lebbeck 

Senegal 


Oi/ius 


Eaft- Indies 
Sycamore  Tree  Britain 

Red  Maple     -  Virginia 

Senfitive  Plant  Brazil 

Siveet-fcertted  Mimofa  Eaft-Indies 
Gum  Arabic  Tree        Egypt 
^Egyptian  Senfitive      Egypt 
Gum  Senegal  Tree      Arabia 

D    I    O    E    C    I    A. 

Manna  Afii  Calabria 

T    R     I    0     E    C.     I    A. 


Cycas 
Phoenix 


Siltqua 
Carica 


circmnu! 
dad^lfera 


St.  John's-bread 
Fig  Tree 


Sago  Palm 
Date  Palm-Tree 


Sicily 
S.  of  Europe 

M        M. 

Eaft-Indies 
Levant 


Dr.  The.  Clarke,  1790 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1787 
H.  Eaft,  Efq.  1790 

H.  Eaft,Efq.  1788 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 
Lord  Rodney,  178a 
Tho.  Hibbert,  Elq.  1787 


Dr.  Tho.  Claike,  1775 
Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  1775 

Dr.  Tho.  Clarke,  177^ 


Stam. 


Fist. 


Per. 


Sem. 


Filamenta  decern  breviffima  vel  nulla.     Antheras  didymse  in  orbem  difpofitae  et  extus  Neftarii 
dentibus  coalits. 

Germen  fiibrotundiim  qi.'nque-fulcatum  hirfutum.     Stigmata  quinque  craffa  reflexa  fubcon- 
torla,  gerrrjini  incumbentia. 

Capfula  magna  fubovata  gibbofa,  leniter  ingurvata,  unilocularis,  bivalvis,  futura  dorfali  promi- 
nente. 

Plura  angulata  imbricata,  (ingulum  cortice  coriaceo  proprlo  obteftum^ 
MafcuU '  Floi-es, 
Cal.  &  Cor.  ut  in  Flore  hermaphrodito,  fed  \  majores. 
Stam.     ut  in  Flore  hermaphrodito. 
PiST.       Germen  nullum.     Stigmatum  quinque  rudimenta  parva  e  medio  Neftarii  orta. 

Arbor  ineleo-ans  ramofa,  cortice  fubfufco  truncus  tegitur;  folia  habet  alterna  pediceltata  Integra 
oblonga  venofa  glabra  acuminata,  margine  undulato,  ficca,  laurina,  ad  extremitatem  ramulorum 
congefta;  pedicellisutrinque  tumidis  vel  ganglionofis.  Racemi  compofiti  breves,  pleruraque  e  ramis 
majoribus  orti.  Corolla  lutea,  lacini^  fmguls  ftriis  tribus  purpureis  intus  notatae ;  odor  valde  in- 
gratus.  A  Nigritis  in  Jamaica  vocatur  Bichy  vel  Colu,  et  ibi  femina  per  fe  vel  cum  Sale  et  Capfico 
commifta  ad  dolorei  ventriculi  pro  remedio  habentur. 
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